
 

October 4, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 43,533,168 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 698,672 reported related 
deaths. On Saturday, President Biden addressed a new milestone: 700,000 American deaths from 
COVID-19. On Friday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that the seven-
day average of cases is about 106,400 per day and the seven-day average daily deaths are at 
1,476 per day. 
 
A recent analysis shows that vaccination rates improved only slightly after the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) fully authorized Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine. Recent polling suggests that 
other factors, such as rising case numbers, fear of serious illness, and social pressure, have had a 
greater impact on vaccination decisions than the FDA’s policy. Johnson & Johnson plans to ask 
the FDA to authorize booster shots of its COVID-19 vaccine; the agency will convene next week 
to discuss. The CDC has suggested that the FDA will not extend the shelf-life of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine, but will do so for the Moderna vaccine.  
 
A recent study concluded that concurrent doses of both the flu shot and a second shot of a 
COVID-19 vaccine do not pose a safety risk and do not weaken protection against the COVID-
19 virus. California will now require students to get vaccinated against COVID-19 as a condition 
to attending in-person classes. This requirement will only apply to students in age groups for 
which a vaccine has been fully authorized.   
 
Alaska is seeing the highest rates of new cases per capita by a wide margin, placing significant 
strain on hospital systems throughout the state. Wyoming and Montana are also experiencing 
outbreaks, though it appears that new case numbers may be starting to stabilize. Southern states, 
including Florida and Louisiana, continue to show significant improvement from the Delta-
fueled summer surge.  
 
As of October 3, New York reported 24 deaths, 2,208 hospitalizations, and 529 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 2,896, or 2.37%, of the 122,193 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 5,520,746 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 71.8% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 64.1% are fully vaccinated. Data released October 2 shows that hospital workers in 
New York State received COVID-19 vaccinations at twice the rate of all New York adults in 
September. An Eaton, New York man was arrested on October 2 after providing a forged 
COVID-19 vaccination card to his employer and charged with the felony offense of second-
degree possession of a forged instrument. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Statement by President Joe Biden on 700,000 American Deaths from COVID-19, Oct. 2 

o On Saturday, President Biden addressed a new milestone: 700,000 American deaths 
from COVID-19. 

o He stated that the “astonishing death toll” is a reminder of how important it is to get 
vaccinated. 

o Of Americans over the age of 12, more than 75% have now received at least one 
vaccine dose, including almost 94% of all seniors. 

o More private companies have hit their vaccine deadlines for employees, with many of 
them having high rates of compliance. For example, United Airlines announced that 
99% of its 6,000 employees were vaccinated by its deadline; up from 59% two months 
ago. 

•  Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 
Oct. 1 
o On Friday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that the seven-day 

average of cases is about 106,400 per day and the seven-day average daily deaths are at 
1,476 per day. 

o About 70 million eligible Americans remain unvaccinated, and in states with less than 
55% of their eligible population vaccinated, case rates in the past week have been 
consistently higher than states with higher vaccine coverage. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Full FDA approval of Pfizer's Covid-19 vaccine had only a modest impact on uptake. Here's 

what mattered more, Oct. 4 
o According to a recent federal analysis, the FDA’s full approval of the Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine caused only a modest and short-lived uptick in vaccination rates. In the week 
after the FDA’s decision, uptake of the Pfizer vaccine increased 16%, while uptake of 
the Moderna vaccine—not yet fully authorized—increased by 5%.  

o In polls this summer, unvaccinated individuals often said they were taking a “wait and 
see” approach, and that more evidence and authority behind the vaccines would tilt 
their decision. Yet, according to a more recent September poll, only 15% of people who 
had recently received the vaccine said the FDA’s approval was a major factor in their 
decision. Instead, these individuals were more motivated by the following factors: fear 
of the Delta surge and hospital overcrowding, knowing someone seriously ill with 
COVID-19, a desire to participate in vaccine-required activities, employer mandates, 
and pressure from family and friends.  

• California becomes first US state to require Covid-19 vaccination for students, governor 
says, Oct. 1 
o On Friday, California Governor Gavin Newsom added COVID-19 vaccination to the 

immunizations required for in-person school attendance. California is the first state to 
mandate this. 

o Implementation is rolling. Once the FDA fully approves a COVID-19 vaccine for an 
age bracket, students in that bracket must be vaccinated by the next January or July, 
whichever month is soonest. Students not yet within the fully authorized age bracket 
will be required to get vaccinated once they reach the threshold age.  

• A study finds no signs of trouble in getting flu and Covid shots at the same time., Sept. 30 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/02/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-700000-american-deaths-from-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/01/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-59/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/04/health/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-approval-bump/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/04/health/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-approval-bump/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/01/us/california-students-covid-vaccine-requirement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/01/us/california-students-covid-vaccine-requirement/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/30/health/flu-shot-covid-vaccine.html
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o A British clinical trial of 679 individuals found no safety concerns in getting a flu shot 
and a second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine at the same time. The study found that 
receiving simultaneous shots caused small variations in participants’ immune responses 
to COVID-19. However, researchers do not believe simultaneous shots reduce one’s 
protection against COVID-19 in comparison to individual shots.  

• Johnson & Johnson to seek FDA booster shot authorization this week, paper says, Oct. 4 
o Johnson & Johnson plans to ask the FDA to grant emergency authorization to booster 

shots of its COVID-19 vaccine. 
o The FDA has scheduled an October 15 meeting to discuss the matter. So far, the FDA 

has only approved boosters of the Pfizer vaccine for certain high risk groups.  
• FDA won't extend shelf life of J&J Covid vaccine doses, may extend life of millions of 

Moderna shots, Oct. 1 
o The CDC recently suggested to state health officials that the FDA will not extend the 

shelf-life of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. The FDA has extended the vaccine’s 
shelf-life numerous times, most recently in July, when it authorized the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine to be used up to six months after manufacture.  

o In the same communication, the CDC suggested, however, that the shelf-life of the 
Moderna vaccine will be extended by the FDA, possibly up to two months. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Oct. 1 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of September 29, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

106,395. This is a 13.3% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 
o As of September 30, 392.9 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 

States. Overall, approximately 214.3 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 64.6% of the population. Approximately 184.6 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 55.6% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 726,899, a 6.4% increase 
compared to the previous week.  

o As of September 28, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 
8,321, a 14.9% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of September 29 the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,476 per day, a 
3.3% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 4 

o New York reported 24 deaths, 2,208 hospitalizations, and 529 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on October 3, 2021.   

o Approximately 2,896, or 2.37%, of the 122,193 tests administered in New York on 
October 3 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 3, New York has administered 25,520,746 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 71.8% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 64.1% are fully vaccinated.  

o Data released October 2 showed that hospital workers in New York State received 
COVID-19 vaccinations at twice the rate of all New York adults in September. Rates of 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3931758
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/johnson-johnson-seek-fda-booster-shot-authorization-week-paper-says-n1280692
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/fda-won-t-extend-shelf-life-j-j-covid-vaccine-n1280579
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/fda-won-t-extend-shelf-life-j-j-covid-vaccine-n1280579
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-vaccinations-in-new-york-accelerated-ahead-of-healthcare-worker-mandates-11633167002
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inoculation among health care workers rose 11 percent, compared to 5 percent for all 
adults in the State. 

o An Eaton, New York man was arrested on October 2 after providing a forged COVID-
19 vaccination card to his employer and charged with the felony offense of second-
degree possession of a forged instrument. The arrest followed in investigation by the 
State health department’s Vaccination Complaint Investigation Team.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 4 

o On October 1, Justice Sonia Sotomayor, who oversees the federal appeals court in New 
York, declined to grant a request for emergency relief against New York City’s 
vaccination mandate for public schools, allowing the mandate to go into effect that 
evening.  

o As New York City’s vaccine mandate for teachers and staff at public schools went into 
effect, many formerly recalcitrant employees received their first shot of the COVID 
vaccine. By Friday, at least 98 percent of principals, 93 percent of teachers, and 90 
percent of non-education staff members had received at least one shot of a vaccine. 
However, a City teacher’s union expressed concern about school safety agents who are 
not vaccinated, as they work for the Police Department and cannot be replaced easily.  

o On October 1, the Broadway League announced that the vaccine and masking 
requirements for entry into Broadway theaters would be extended through the end of 
the year. The announcement came in the wake of an outbreak among the cast of the 
Disney musical “Aladdin” that forced the cancellation of all performances through 
October 12. 

 
International 
• On Monday, Prime Minister of New Zealand Jacinda Ardern acknowledged that the country 

would no longer pursue its strategy of eliminating COVID-19 and announced that 
restrictions would gradually be lifted on the country’s largest city, Auckland. 

• On Monday, Britain streamlined England’s COVID-19 restrictions on international travel 
and eased testing and quarantine requirements for fully vaccinated arrivals. 

• The main drug regulator for the European Union, the European Medicines Agency, 
announced on Monday that a Pfizer booster shot can be given to healthy adults at least six 
months after they have received their second dose. 
 

Other Updates  
• American, Alaska Airlines and JetBlue will require their employees to be vaccinated, Oct. 2 

o American Airlines, Alaska Airlines and JetBlue will require employees to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 following pressure from the Biden Administration. 

o The Biden Administration says that the airlines are government contractors because 
they provide special flights, cargo hauling and other services to the government. As a 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/ny-man-arrested-after-inquiry-into-forged-vaccination-card/3303464/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/justice-sotomayor-refuses-to-block-vaccine-mandate-for-new-york-city-teachers
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/04/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/vaccination-rates-rise-among-teachers-as-mandate-takes-effect-in-nyc-schools
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/virus-forces-the-broadway-musical-aladdin-to-cancel-more-shows
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/04/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/new-zealand-abandons-its-goal-of-eliminating-the-coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/04/world/europe/england-travel-restrictions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/04/world/europe/pfizer-booster-ema.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/02/1042697933/vaccinations-american-alaska-airlines-jetblue
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result, they are required to meet the December 8 deadline for government contractors to 
be vaccinated.  

o The government contractor vaccine requirement does not include a weekly testing 
option. 

o The pilot union at American estimated recently that about 30% of the airlines 4,200 
pilots are not vaccinated. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

