
 

September 13, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 40,345,484 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 649,299 reported related 
deaths. On Thursday, President Biden announced a number of new efforts to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including a new Department of Labor emergency rule that will mandate 
that all employers with 100 or more employees require their workforces to be fully vaccinated or 
to show a negative test at least once a week. The Department will also require such employers to 
provide employees with paid time off to get vaccinated. 
 
A group of international scientists, including two former Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
scientists, have publicly argued against giving the general population booster COVID-19 shots. 
They point to the lack of evidence in support of widespread booster shots, as well as the relative 
efficacy of initial doses and the need to prioritize inoculating the unvaccinated. On Thursday, the 
Los Angeles school district—the nation’s second largest—mandated that in-person students 12 
and older be vaccinated against COVID-19.  
 
A CDC study recently found that unvaccinated individuals are 11 times more likely to die from 
COVID-19 compared to vaccinated individuals. The study also found high discrepancies in the 
likelihood of infection and hospitalization. Additionally, two CDC studies found that the 
protection of the COVID-19 vaccine1 is waning more rapidly in elderly people compared to the 
adult population as a whole.  
 
The Delta-driven surge in cases in the South appears to be declining, with reports of new cases in 
Mississippi decreasing by a third in the last two weeks. Tennessee is leading the country in new 
cases, but the rate of increase of new cases is beginning to slow. North Dakota, Ohio, and Maine 
are continuing to experience case growth, though the rate of infection remains significantly lower 
than in the South.  
 
New York reported 29 deaths, 2,391 hospitalizations, and 544 COVID-19 patients in intensive 
care on September 12, 2021. Approximately 3,686, or 3.38%, of the 109,138 tests administered 
in New York on September 12 were positive for COVID-19. As of September 12, New York has 
administered 24,347,526 doses of the vaccine to patients; 69.1% of New York residents have 
received at least one dose of the vaccine; and 61.7% are fully vaccinated. 
 
                                                
1 “The COVID-19 vaccine” or “the vaccine” refers to the Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson vaccines 
collectively and interchangeably.  
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Governor Kathy Hochul issued an internal memorandum on September 10 delaying its vaccine 
mandate and mandatory in-person start date for state employees by more than a month, with 
requirements now kicking in on October 13. The Medical Society of the State of New York 
applauded President Joe Biden’s vaccine mandates among federal employees while also 
requesting that his administration make it easier for physicians to administer COVID-19 
vaccinations in their individual offices. A hospital in Lowville, about 60 miles northeast of 
Syracuse, will be “pausing” the delivery of babies after September 24, citing the number of 
maternity unit employees that have resigned over vaccination requirements for State hospital 
workers.  
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden on Fighting the COVID-19 Pandemic, Sept. 9 

o On Thursday, President Biden addressed the Delta variant surge and announced a new 
six-part plan to address the pandemic and vaccination rates. 

o The president announced that the Department of Labor (“DOL”) is developing an 
emergency rule to require all employers with 100 or more employees to ensure that 
their workforces are fully vaccinated or show a negative test at least once a week. The 
DOL will also require that such employers provide employees with paid time off in 
order to get vaccinated. 

o In addition, the president announced that he was expanding the vaccination requirement 
for healthcare worker who treat patients on Medicare and Medicaid, to cover not just 
nursing home workers but also those who work in hospitals, home healthcare facilities, 
or other medical facilities. 

o President Biden also signed executive orders requiring all executive branch federal 
employees and all federal contractors to be vaccinated. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Two departing FDA leaders among scientists who say Covid-19 vaccines do not currently 

'show a need for boosting', Sept. 13 
o An international group of vaccine scientists, including two top FDA scientists who 

recently made headlines by resigning from the agency, contends that available evidence 
does not support giving booster shots to the general population.  

o The scientists point out that despite the decline in vaccine efficacy caused by the Delta 
variant, vaccinated people still have substantially greater protection against the virus 
than unvaccinated people. They also argue that scientists should be using this time to 
fully study booster shots—before a dire need for them arises. Finally, they argue that 
vaccine doses should be conserved for the large number of people worldwide who are 
still unvaccinated.  

• Los Angeles requires COVID-19 vaccine for students 12 and up, Sept. 9 
o On Thursday, the Los Angeles (LA) board of education voted to mandate the COVID-

19 vaccine for students 12 and older attending in-person classes.  
o The LA school system has more than 600,000 students, making its school vaccine 

mandate by far the largest yet. The mandate was prompted by an uptick in student 
COVID-19 infections that coincided with schools reopening this year.   

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/09/remarks-by-president-biden-on-fighting-the-covid-19-pandemic-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/09/executive-order-on-requiring-coronavirus-disease-2019-vaccination-for-federal-employees/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/09/executive-order-on-ensuring-adequate-covid-safety-protocols-for-federal-contractors/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/13/health/boosters-not-needed-lancet-review/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/13/health/boosters-not-needed-lancet-review/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/health-education-los-angeles-coronavirus-pandemic-school-boards-3e6d32b5545965d20128953478ee144d
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o Under the district’s timeline, students will be fully vaccinated by the time they return 
from winter break on January 11, with earlier checkpoints for students in sports and 
other activities.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Sept. 10 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of September 8, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

136,558. This is a 12.7% decrease compared to the previous week’s average, and an 
overall 46.2% decrease compared to the national peak on January 10, 2021.  

o As of September 9, 377.6 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 
States. Overall, approximately 208.3 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 62.7% of the population. Approximately 177.4 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 53.4% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 786,493, a 13.3% 
decrease compared to the previous week.  

o As of September 7, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 
11,754, a 4.1% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of September 8, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,077 per day, an 
11.3% decrease compared to the previous week’s average.  

• New study finds unvaccinated are 11 times more likely to die from Covid, CDC says, Sept. 
10  
o Based on an analysis of 600,000 COVID-19 cases between April and mid-July, the 

CDC concluded that unvaccinated people are 11 times more likely than vaccinated 
people to die from the virus. 

o The study also found that unvaccinated people were 4.5 times more likely to contract 
the virus and 10 times more likely to be hospitalized.  

• New CDC studies show waning vaccine effectiveness against hospitalization in elderly, 
Sept. 10 
o Two CDC studies suggest that elderly people are facing disparate declines in COVID-

19 vaccine immunity.  
o One study concluded that the COVID-19 vaccine was 95% effective at preventing 

hospitalization caused by the Delta variant in adults 18 to 64, while only 80% effective 
for adults 65 and older.  

o The second study found that vaccine efficacy was “significantly lower” for adults 75 
and older—around 76% effective, compared to 80-95% for adults overall who took an 
mRNA vaccine.  
 

New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 13 

o New York reported 29 deaths, 2,391 hospitalizations, and 544 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on September 12, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,686, or 3.38%, of the 109,138 tests administered in New York on 
September 12 were positive for COVID-19.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/09/10/new-study-finds-unvaccinated-are-11-times-more-likely-to-die-from-covid-cdc-says-.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/09/10/cdc-waning-vaccine-immunity-elderly-511206
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
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o As of September 12, New York has administered 24,347,526 doses of the vaccine to 
patients; 69.1% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccine; 
and 61.7% are fully vaccinated.  

o Governor Kathy Hochul issued an internal memorandum on September 10 delaying its 
vaccine mandate and mandatory in-person start date for state employees by more than a 
month, with requirements now kicking in on October 13. The memorandum also 
required all workers, regardless of vaccination status, to wear masks in State facilities 
with local mask mandates or in areas designated by CDC as having high or substantial 
transmission of COVID-19. 

o The Medical Society of the State of New York applauded President Joe Biden’s vaccine 
mandates among federal employees while also requesting that his administration make 
it easier for physicians to administer COVID-19 vaccinations in their individual offices.  

o A hospital in Lowville, about 60 miles northeast of Syracuse, will be “pausing” the 
delivery of babies after September 24, citing the number of maternity unit employees 
that have resigned over vaccination requirements for State hospital workers.  

  
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 13 

o New York City public schools reopened on September 13 for in-person instruction with 
no remote option, bringing many students back to the classroom for the first time since 
March 2020. The first day of classes has already brought challenges. The online health 
screenings that families must complete each morning crashed by 8AM under the weight 
of hundreds of thousands of attempted users. 

o Mayor Bill de Blasio’s decision to require all City employees to return to work in-
person three days a week has generated significant resistance. The percentage of city 
workers who have received a dose of the vaccine trails the citywide average (65% and 
67.4%), 

 
International 
• England has abandoned its plans for vaccine passports; the country’s Health Secretary Sajid 

Javid told reporters, “we just shouldn’t be doing things for the sake of it or because others 
are doing it.” 

• After more than 500 days, Denmark has ended its COVID-19 restrictions, making it the first 
European Union nation to lift all domestic restrictions as a result of its high vaccination rate. 

• On Sunday, authorities in China reported 22 new locally transmitted infections in the 
southern province of Fujian, the highest number of coronavirus cases in nearly a month. 

• On Monday, Australia began vaccinating children as young as 12; by mid-October the 
country will have enough vaccines to vaccinate every eligible person. 

• Thailand and Vietnam are pushing to reopen their travel industries despite surges in 
COVID-19 cases and outbreaks of the Delta variant; both countries’ economies are heavily 
dependent on the tourism industry. 

• South Africa is easing some of its COVID-19 restrictions as rates of new infections have 
dropped across the country. The seven-day average of daily new cases has decreased by 48 
percent in the past 14 days. 
 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/covid-vaccine-mandate-for-ny-state-workers-delayed-a-month-along-with-office-return/3261481/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2021/09/10/new-york-doctors-group-urge-biden-to-simply-vaccination-process
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/12/health/ny-hospital-pausing-baby-deliveries-covid-19-resignations/index.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/covid-vaccine-mandate-for-ny-state-workers-delayed-a-month-along-with-office-return/3261481/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/10/nyregion/nyc-coronavirus.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/09/13/covid-delta-variant-live-updates/#link-DOFGMNEN4BEP7HBPCTTVL5UL3A
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/10/1036136246/covid-denmark-eu-restrictions
https://www.npr.org/822491838
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/world/asia/china-fujian-delta-covid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/world/australia/australia-vaccinate-children.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/13/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/tourism-spots-in-southeast-asia-are-set-to-reopen-despite-delta-surges
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/13/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/south-africa-eases-restrictions-as-covid-cases-decline
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• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

