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Summary  
 
The United States has 39,488,866 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 641,725 reported related 
deaths. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has scheduled a key meeting on coronavirus 
boosters with its outside advisers for September 17. The meeting will occur just days before the 
Biden administration’s planned September 20 starting date for an extra-shot campaign. On 
Tuesday, the White House COVID-19 response team announced that vaccination rates are 
successfully rebounding to counter the Delta variant outbreak. Over 6 million doses were given 
last week, the highest weekly total since early July. The White House also urged businesses, 
universities, and public employers to “do their part to help end the pandemic faster” by imposing 
vaccination requirements. 
 
Yesterday, Moderna submitted data to the FDA to start the process of obtaining approval for a 
booster shot of its COVID-19 vaccine. The company’s data suggest a third dose will 
significantly enhance long-term immunity. Since the FDA fully approved Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine, experts have witnessed an uptick in vaccination rates. Polling also suggests vaccine 
hesitancy is at an all time low in the US. Meanwhile, a CDC advisory panel recently met to 
discuss booster shots for the general population. Data from that panel suggest that initial doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccines remain efficacious in preventing serious illness. 
 
South Carolina is now leading the country in new cases per capita. Midwestern states such as 
North Dakota, Ohio, and Indiana are seeing severe increases in cases, as are Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. The number of new cases is beginning to decline in Mississippi and Florida, 
though new case loads remain high. 
 
On September 1, New York reported 33 deaths, 2,319 hospitalizations, and 499 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,943, or 3.02%, of the 163,926 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 23,788,396 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 67.5% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 60.3% are fully vaccinated. On August 31, Governor Kathy Hochul announced a 
plan to prepare the State for the distribution of COVID-19 booster shots, including through 
providing $65 million to local health departments to distribute the boosters. In the wake of the 
lifting of the federal eviction moratorium, New York lawmakers agreed late on September 1 to 
continue the ban on evictions in the State through January 15 of next year. On September 2, 
Governor Kathy Hochul extended virtual access to public meetings under New York State’s 
Open Meetings Law through January 15, 2022.  
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U.S. Government Updates 
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 

Aug. 31 
o On Tuesday, the White House COVID-19 response team announced that 

vaccination rates are successfully rebounding to counter the Delta variant 
outbreak. Over 6 million doses were given in the previous week, the highest 
weekly total since early July. 

o The White House also urged businesses, universities, and public employers to “do 
their part to help end the pandemic faster” by imposing vaccination requirements.  

• FDA to meet with outside advisers on coronavirus booster shots Sept. 17. That’s just days 
before the shots are expected to become available., Sept. 1 

o FDA has scheduled a key meeting on coronavirus boosters with its outside 
advisers for September 17, just a few days before the Biden administration’s 
planned starting date for an extra-shot campaign. 

o One of the panel members is Paul A. Offit, a vaccine expert at Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia who has questioned whether boosters are needed at this time 
because data indicate the vaccines remain effective against severe COVID-19. 

o Administration officials have responded that protection is waning, and it is 
important to make a plan to administer boosters before it is too late. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Moderna Has Asked The FDA To Authorize A Booster Of Its COVID-19 Vaccine, Sept. 1 

o On Wednesday, Moderna submitted data to the FDA suggesting a booster shot of its 
COVID-19 vaccine significantly bolsters immunity against the virus. The company’s 
data have not yet been peer-reviewed.  

o The FDA has already authorized booster shots of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines for 
some immunocompromised persons. An FDA panel will meet September 17 to discuss 
booster shots for the general population. In the meantime, the White House has been 
proactively planning the rollout of a mass booster shot drive.    

• More Americans getting vaccinated following full FDA approval of Pfizer COVID vaccine, 
Aug. 31 
o Data suggest more Americans have been getting vaccinated since the FDA fully 

approved Pfizer’s vaccine. Still, experts point out that, given the number of people who 
previously attributed their vaccine hesitancy to the vaccines’ lack of full approval, the 
FDA’s decision should have resulted in a much larger vaccine demand.  

o Polling also suggests that vaccine hesitancy has reached a record low, with only 14% of 
Americans saying they are unlikely to ever get vaccinated. 
  

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Aug. 25 

o CDC consolidated data from 29 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will increase over the next four weeks. It 
forecasts between 5,800 and 18,600 new deaths in the week ending September 25, 
2021, and between 666,000 and 697,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/31/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-53/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/09/01/booster-shots-fda/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/09/01/booster-shots-fda/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/09/01/1033474298/moderna-fda-covid-19-booster-shot
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/americans-vaccinated-full-fda-approval-pfizer-covid-vaccine/story?id=79750505
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
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o CDC consolidated data from nine models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will remain stable or have 
an uncertain trend over the next four weeks, with between 6,400 and 22,000 new 
hospitalizations per day by September 27, 2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will 
increase in 17 jurisdictions, decrease in six jurisdictions, and remain stable or uncertain 
in other states and territories.  

• Covid-19 vaccine effectiveness against severe disease has not dropped much, CDC says, 
Aug. 30 
o At a Monday meeting of the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, 

advisors discussed the potential need for booster COVID-19 shots for the general 
population.  

o Data from the meeting suggest that, despite declining vaccine efficacy overall, vaccines 
remain highly effective at preventing serious illness and death, including for senior 
citizens.  

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 2 

o New York reported 33 deaths, 2,319 hospitalizations, and 499 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on September 1, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,943, or 3.02%, of the 163,926 tests administered in New York on 
September 1 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of September 1, New York has administered 23,788,396 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 67.5% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 60.3% are fully vaccinated.  

o On August 31, Governor Hochul announced a plan to prepare the State for the 
distribution of COVID-19 booster shots, including by providing $65 million to local 
health departments to distribute the boosters. 

o In the wake of the lifting of the federal eviction moratorium, New York lawmakers 
agreed late on September 1 to continue the ban on evictions in the State through 
January 15, 2022. A recent analysis of census data indicated than more than 700,000 
households in New York are behind on rent, second only to California. Governor 
Hochul signed the legislation into law shortly thereafter. 

o On September 2, Governor Kathy Hochul extended virtual access to public meetings 
under New York State’s Open Meetings Law through January 15, 2022. The law allows 
citizens to continue participating in local government meetings without risking 
exposure to COVID-19. 

o Governor Hochul also publicized that she will be working with localities, the State 
health department, and the Public Health and Health Planning Council to implement 
mandatory weekly COVID-19 testing for unvaccinated employees of public and charter 
schools, and to create a vaccination mandate for all staff of state-regulated facilities and 
congregate settings.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 2 

o On September 1, Mayor Bill de Blasio instructed the approximately 80,000 office 
workers at city agencies to return to the office full-time by September 13. Many other 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/30/health/booster-shots-acip-discussion/index.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2021/08/31/hochul--state-readying-covid-booster-shot-distribution-
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/01/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/ny-eviction-moratorium
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-extending-virtual-public-meetings
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-measures-combat-covid-19-delta-variant
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/nyregion/new-york-city-workers-office.html
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city workers are considered “essential workers” and have already been required to 
come into the office. All employees and contractors must wear face coverings in 
communal spaces. 

o The Manhattan District Attorney charged two women with selling forged COVID-19 
vaccination cards on Instagram and entering the names of the costumers into New York 
State’s immunization database. The defendant, who uses the Instagram handle 
@AntiVaxMomma, allegedly sold around 200 cards for $250 each. For an additional 
$250, the second defendant would enter the name into the database.  

 
International 

• On Thursday morning, the first batch of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines arrived in Taiwan. 
The delivery of the 930,000 doses came after a months-long struggle to acquire vaccines 
on the island.  

• Hong Kong’s biggest airline carrier, Cathay Pacific Airways, has begun disciplinary 
proceedings against flight attendants and pilots who have refused to get COVID-19 
vaccines, one of the first examples of an airline enforcing a vaccination mandate. 

• North Korea has declined an offer of 2.97 million doses of the Sinovac vaccine, saying 
they should be sent to countries with worse outbreaks instead, a spokesperson for 
UNICEF, the United Nations agency for children, said on Wednesday. The shipment of 
vaccines was funded by the global vaccine-sharing initiative called Covax that distributes 
shots to lower-income countries. 

 
Other 

• Breakthrough infections are less likely to lead to long Covid, a study suggests., Sept. 2 
o People who experience breakthrough infections of the coronavirus after being 

fully vaccinated are about 50 percent less likely to experience “long” COVID-19 
than are unvaccinated people who catch the virus, researchers said in a large new 
report on British adults. 

o The study, which was published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases journal on 
Wednesday, also provides more evidence that the two-shot Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Moderna and AstraZeneca vaccines offer powerful protection against 
symptomatic and severe disease. 

• Joe Rogan has covid-19, is taking unproven deworming medicine, Sept. 2 
o Joe Rogan, a popular podcast host who has downplayed the need for coronavirus 

vaccines, announced Wednesday that he has tested positive for the coronavirus.  
o After his diagnosis, he said he “immediately threw the kitchen sink” at the virus, 

and listed a litany of therapeutics and treatments he tried, including ivermectin, a 
medicine used to kill parasites in animals and humans but best known as a horse 
dewormer. 

 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/09/01/1033337445/fake-vaccination-cards-were-sold-to-health-care-workers-on-instagram
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/taiwan-receives-its-first-batch-of-biontech-vaccines-after-a-monthslong-delay
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/cathay-pacific-begins-firing-process-for-unvaccinated-flight-crew
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/north-korea-refuses-nearly-3-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/health/breakthrough-infections-long-covid.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/09/01/joe-rogan-covid/
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
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• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 

Send questions to: 
COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

