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Summary  

 

The United States has 44,518,018 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 716,370 reported related 

deaths. On Wednesday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that 77% of 

eligible Americans (those 12 and older) have gotten at least one coronavirus vaccine shot. Since 

President Biden first announced vaccination requirements in late July, the number of eligible 

Americans who are unvaccinated has decreased by approximately a third, dropping from 97 

million to 66 million. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s trip to Rome to meet with foreign 

leaders was disrupted by anti-vaccine mandate protesters. 

 

Today, an independent advisory panel to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) voted 

unanimously to recommend booster shots of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine to certain groups, 

including adults 65 and older, adults 18 to 64 who are at a high risk of severe symptoms, and 

adults 18 to 64 who are at a high risk of infection due to their setting or job. Tomorrow, the 

advisory group will decide whether to recommend boosters of the Johnson & Johnson (J&J) 

vaccine. A recent study by the National Institute of Health (NIH) found that booster shots of 

each major COVID-19 vaccine—Pfizer, Moderna and J&J—caused an increase in antibody 

levels. All combinations of the mRNA vaccines produced a greater immune response than two 

doses of the J&J vaccine. Pairing a base dose of the J&J vaccine with an mRNA booster 

improved the immune response. Finally, Russia is testing a nasal spray form of its Sputnik V 

vaccine among volunteers in St. Petersburg.  

 

As a whole, the United States is experiencing sustained declines in new cases. Florida now has 

one of the lowest average new case rates in the country. However, some states continue to see 

case growth, including Minnesota, Colorado, Vermont, and Michigan.  

 

As of October 13, New York reported 40 deaths, 2,105 hospitalizations, and 460 COVID-19 

patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,401, or 2.20%, of the 200,032 tests administered in 

New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 26,090,625 doses of the 

vaccines to patients; 72.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 

vaccines; and 64.7% are fully vaccinated.  

 

On October 12, a federal judge granted a preliminary injunction enjoining New York from 

enforcing its vaccine mandate for healthcare workers against those asserting a religious 

exemption. The following day, Governor Kathy Hochul announced that New York will appeal 

the ruling. On October 14, the State University of New York (“SUNY”) Chancellor announced 

that 99.5% of SUNY students were in compliance with the vaccine mandate. Border counties in 



2 

New York State expressed excitement at the decision to open the U.S.-Canada border, allowing 

important business and personal relationships to resume. 

 

U.S. Government Updates        

 Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, Oct. 

13 

o On Wednesday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that 77% of 

eligible Americans have gotten at least their first COVID-19 vaccine shot. 

o In addition, more than 3,500 organizations, including health care systems, state and 

local governments and private businesses, have already adopted vaccination 

requirements. 

o Since President Biden first announced vaccination requirements in late July, the 

number of eligible Americans who are unvaccinated has decreased by approximately a 

third, dropping from 97 million to 66 million.  

 Pelosi’s trip to Rome was disrupted by violent anti-vaccine mandate protests, Oct. 12 

o U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s trip to Rome was disrupted by people protesting 

vaccine mandates in Italy this weekend. 

o Pelosi was in Rome for a meeting with foreign leaders and had been attending Mass 

when protests broke out over Italy’s new requirement that workers show proof of 

vaccination using a “green pass.” 

o For their safety, Pelosi and her husband were removed from the church by government 

officials. 

 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 

 FDA vaccine advisers recommend emergency use authorization for booster dose of 

Moderna's Covid-19 vaccine, Oct. 14 

o Today, an independent advisory panel to the FDA voted unanimously to recommend 

booster shots of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine for certain groups of people, including 

adults 65 and older, adults 18 to 64 who are at a high risk of severe symptoms, and 

adults 18 to 64 who are at a high risk of infection due to their setting or job. The agency 

will now decide whether to accept this recommendation and grant emergency use 

authorization.  

o Under the recommendation, eligible individuals would receive a 50 microgram dose of 

the booster—half the size of the normal dose.  

o Members of the committee cautioned, however, that available data has not definitively 

established that boosters are necessary or that they enhance protection.  

o The agency has already approved boosters of the Pfizer vaccine for the same at-risk 

groups. The advisory group will meet again tomorrow to consider boosters of the J&J 

vaccine and hear a presentation on mix-and-matched vaccine doses. 

 A study of COVID vaccine boosters suggests Moderna or Pfizer works best, Oct. 13 

o The findings of an NIH study released yesterday suggest that booster shots of the 

Pfizer, Moderna, and J&J COVID-19 vaccines all increase antibody levels over a two-

and four-week period following the booster. 

o According to the data, a base inoculation of the Moderna vaccine, coupled with a 

Moderna booster, yielded the strongest immune response, followed by a Moderna base 

shot paired with a Pfizer booster. All told, the two mRNA vaccines, including mix-and-

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/13/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-61/
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/12/1045181390/pelosi-italy-trip-disrupted-by-green-pass-covid-protests
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/14/health/fda-vaccine-advisers-moderna-thursday/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/14/health/fda-vaccine-advisers-moderna-thursday/index.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/10/13/1045485935/study-of-covid-vaccine-boosters-suggests-moderna-or-pfizer-works-best
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matched doses of each, yielded similarly high levels of protection. In contrast, two 

doses of the J&J vaccine offered comparatively less protection.  

o Interestingly, the study shows that pairing a J&J base dose with an mRNA booster 

yields stronger protection than two doses of the J&J vaccine.  

o Still, researchers warned against “over interpreting” the study, citing its small sample 

size, issues with comparing antibody levels to real life protection, and other factors. 

 Russia to test COVID-19 vaccine in form of nasal spray, Oct. 12 

o Russia will test a nasal spray form of its Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine among adult 

volunteers, according to a state document published on Tuesday. The nasal spray will 

be applied in two doses at a clinic in St. Petersburg. 

o In June, Russian officials said a nasal spray version of the vaccine for children 8 to 12 

had been tested and would be launched in September.  

o The country is currently facing rising levels of infection and death.  

 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Oct. 13 

o CDC consolidated data from 23 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 

rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 

rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 

number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will likely decrease over the next four 

weeks. It forecasts between 3,900 to 13,100 new deaths in the week ending November 

6, 2021, and between 740,000 to 762,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from six models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 

hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will decrease over the next 

four weeks, with between 500 to 10,100 new hospitalizations per day by November 5, 

2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will increase in one jurisdiction, decrease in 

22 jurisdictions, and remain stable or follow an uncertain trend in other states and 

territories.  

 

New York State 

 New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 14 

o New York reported 40 deaths, 2,105 hospitalizations, and 460 COVID-19 patients in 

intensive care on October 13, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,401, or 2.20%, of the 200,032 tests administered in New York on 

October 13 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 13, New York has administered 26,090,625 doses of the vaccines to 

patients; 72.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 

and 64.7% are fully vaccinated.  

o On October 12, a federal judge granted a preliminary injunction enjoining New York 

from enforcing its vaccine mandate for healthcare workers against those asserting a 

religious exemption. Judge David Hurd, sitting in Utica, wrote that the healthcare 

workers challenging the mandate were likely to succeed on the merits of their 

constitutional claim.  

o The following day, Governor Kathy Hochul announced that New York will appeal the 

ruling. Hochul continued to assert her support for the mandate, noting that while it was 

not something “we’ve wanted to do, it’s something this pandemic has forced us to do.” 

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/russia-test-covid-19-vaccine-form-nasal-spray-2021-10-12/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/federal-judge-health-staff-can-refuse-ny-vaccine-mandate-over-religion-for-now/3318270/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2021/10/13/new-york-covid-19-update-hochul-october-13
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Hochul also indicated that she has not ruled out a vaccine requirement for school 

children.  

o On October 14, the State University of New York (“SUNY”) Chancellor announced 

that 99.5% of SUNY students were in compliance with the vaccine mandate. Most of 

the students who remain uncompliant are commuter students at community colleges. 

o Border counties expressed excitement at the decision to open the U.S.-Canada border, 

allowing important business and personal relationships to resume. The fall is typically a 

robust economic time in the region, as Canadians travel to celebrate holidays such as 

Canadian Thanksgiving.  

 

New York City  

 New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 14 

o On October 12, a judge upheld New York City’s vaccine mandate for teachers and 

other Department of Education staff. Unlike the State’s mandate for healthcare workers, 

the mandate for educational employees allows for medical and religious exemptions. 

o As of October 14, New York City is set to have a “supermajority” of adults who have 

received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, with 85% of adults at least partially 

inoculated. 75% of teenagers have received at least one dose.  

 

International 

 The World Health Organization has announced that it will be establishing a scientific 

advisory group that will work to identify the origin of the coronavirus and better prepare for 

potential future outbreaks of other dangerous pathogens. 

 A new report says that the initial response of the United Kingdom to the coronavirus 

pandemic was one of the worst public health failures in the country’s history. 

 South Korea will ship approximately 1.6 million doses of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine 

to Vietnam and Thailand this week. 

 

Other Updates  

 Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, Oct. 14 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 293,000 workers filed initial claims 

(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 

seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 

claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 21,913 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, 

the federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 

others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

 Chicago police union head urges cops to defy vaccine mandate, Oct. 14 

o The head of the Chicago police officers union has called on union members to defy the 

city’s requirement to report their COVID-19 vaccination status by Friday. Under Mayor 

Lori Lightfoot’s order, officers who do not submit to semiweekly testing after Friday 

will be placed on unpaid leave.  

o In a statement, Mayor Lightfoot pushed back on the police union’s “counter narrative,” 

justifying her mandate in terms of public health and safety. She said the city is prepared 

https://www.wkbw.com/news/coronavirus/vaccinating-western-new-york/suny-students-reach-99-5-covid-19-vaccine-mandate-compliance-across-all-campuses
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/14/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/new-york-states-north-country-could-not-be-happier-that-borders-will-open-soon
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.news10.com/news/judge-denies-request-to-block-nycs-covid-vaccine-mandate-for-teachers-doe-staff/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/super-majority-85-of-adults-in-nyc-have-received-at-least-1st-dose-of-covid-vaccine/3322972/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/13/1045647249/who-covid-investigation-china-wuhan-lab-leak
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/12/1045219737/the-u-k-s-early-approach-to-pandemic-cost-thousands-of-lives-a-new-report-says
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/14/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/south-korea-will-donate-1-6-million-vaccine-doses-to-vietnam-and-thailand
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20211859.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-technology-chicago-fraternal-order-of-police-police-899010300b1c83f290c204359dbb44a8
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to deal with the fallout, including up to 50% police understaffing and attendant effects 

on city safety.  

 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

 Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

 Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 

and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

 Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 

Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

 Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 

27 

 Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 

 

Send questions to: 

COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

 

 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

