
 

October 18, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 44,937,514 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 724,417 reported related 
deaths. On Thursday, President Biden announced that the nation is making progress in its fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic. Nationally, daily cases are down 47% and hospitalizations are 
down 38% over the past six weeks. On Thursday, the White House also announced that the 
United States will donate more than 17 million doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine to the 
African Union. 
 
On Friday, an advisory group to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) voted 
unanimously to recommend a booster dose of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine for all 
adults who received a first dose of the vaccine at least two months earlier. The advisory group 
also discussed mixing and matching different COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
The CDC made a handful of policy updates last week. First, the agency released COVID-19 
guidance for the holiday season. The guidance urges vaccination for those attending holiday 
celebrations and recommends masking in certain settings for those not yet fully vaccinated. 
Second, the agency announced that it will allow anyone with a combination of two vaccines 
approved by either the FDA or the World Health Organization (WHO) to cross the border when 
restrictions for vaccinated individuals are lifted on November 8. Finally, the CDC distributed 
guidance on operating a COVID-19 vaccine site for both adults and children, anticipating a 
potential FDA decision authorizing the vaccines for children 5 to11.  
 
Alaska continues to experience the highest rates of new cases per capita in the United States, 
with Anchorage approving a much-contested mask mandate in an attempt to reduce the spread. 
Southern states hit hard by the summer’s Delta surge are currently seeing some of the lowest 
rates of case growth in the country. Colorado, Vermont, and Michigan are reporting a steady 
increase in cases. 
 
On October 17, New York reported 28 deaths, 2,144 hospitalizations, and 464 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 3,003, or 2.59%, of the 115,785 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 26,291,069 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 73.0% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 65.5% are fully vaccinated. New York State Department of Health data show that 
Long Island has the highest rate of COVID-19 cases among students of the entire State. The New 
York Senate announced a public hearing slated for October 20 to discuss the impact of COVID-
19 on the opioid overdose crisis. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden on the COVID-19 Response and Vaccination Program, Oct. 14 

o On Thursday, President Biden announced that the nation is making progress in its fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

o Nationally, daily cases are down 47% and hospitalizations are down 38% over the past 
six weeks. 

o The number unvaccinated individuals in the country has dropped from 100 million in 
July to 66 million. 

• United States commits another 17 million COVID vaccine doses to the African Union, Oct. 
14 
o The White House announced on Thursday that the United States will donate more than 

17 million doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine to the African Union. 
o The announcement comes on top of the 50 million vaccine doses that have already been 

donated by the United States to the African Union. 
o This news follows a statement from the World Health Organization last month that the 

African continent was almost 500 million doses short of the number needed to reach its 
goal of vaccinating 40% of people by the end of the year. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• FDA advisers recommend J&J Covid-19 vaccine boosters, talk mix and match boosters, 

Oct. 15 
o An advisory group to the FDA voted unanimously on Friday to recommend a booster 

dose of the Johnson & Johnson (J&J) COVID-19 vaccine for all adults 18 and older 
who received a first dose of the vaccine at least two months earlier.  

o While advisors acknowledged there is not much evidence suggesting the base immunity 
of the J&J vaccine is waning, they also noted that the J&J vaccine was less protective 
than the mRNA vaccines to begin with, heightening the demand for extra protection. 
Studies show a second dose of the vaccine can increase protection against symptomatic 
infection as high as 94%.  

o The group also discussed whether mixing and matching vaccine doses was safe and 
effective, and heard a presentation from the National Institutes of Health suggesting so. 
The group did not discuss whether one combination was superior to others, but rather, 
whether flexibility should be permitted in selecting a booster shot.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Oct. 15 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of October 13, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

84,555. This is a 12.5% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 
o As of October 14, 405.4 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 

States. Overall, approximately 218 million people in the United States have received at 
least one dose of vaccine, which is 65.6% of the population. Approximately 188.3 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 56.7% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 841,731, an 11.3% 
decrease compared to the previous week. Approximately 9.3 million people have 
reported receiving a booster dose of vaccine. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/10/14/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-covid-19-response-and-vaccination-program-2/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/14/1046163404/united-states-donating-covid-vaccines-african-union
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/15/health/fda-jj-booster-committee-friday/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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o As of October 12, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 6,659, 
an 8.8% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of October 13, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,241, a 13.4% 
decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

• The CDC emphasizes COVID vaccinations as a key to safe holiday gatherings, Oct. 15 
o On Friday, the CDC issued new guidance on how to safely celebrate the holiday 

season. The agency foremost recommends that everyone attending a holiday celebration 
be vaccinated against COVID-19, to protect children and others who cannot get one.  

o The agency urges against holiday travel for those not fully vaccinated. Further, it 
recommends masking for anyone who is attending outdoor or public indoor events, 
unless they are fully vaccinated. 

• U.S. Will Accept Mixed Doses of Vaccines from International Travelers When Borders 
Reopen, Oct. 16 
o The CDC announced Friday that it will allow anyone with a combination of two 

vaccines approved by either the FDA or the WHO to cross the border when restrictions 
for vaccinated individuals are lifted on November 8. 

o The CDC noted, however, that it has not yet recommended mix-and-matched vaccine 
doses for Americans. 

• US officials set stage for vaccination campaign for younger children, Oct. 16 
o Last week, the CDC sent out a seven-page document offering guidance on how to set 

up a COVID-19 vaccination program that administer inoculations to both adults and  
children. Health officials are preparing for the FDA’s decision on whether to authorize 
any of the vaccines for children 5 to 11. The FDA’s outside advisors are meeting in late 
October to make a recommendation on this subject.  

o The CDC’s guidance states that every pharmacy can inoculate children in the event of 
the FDA’s authorization, but that pharmacies must administer only the vaccines that are 
specifically prepared and packaged for children, as these vaccines will likely contain a 
lower dosage compared to the adult vaccines.  

 
 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 18 

o New York reported 28 deaths, 2,144 hospitalizations, and 464 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on October 17, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,003, or 2.59%, of the 115,785 tests administered in New York on 
October 17 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 17, New York has administered 26,291,069 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 73.0% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 65.5% are fully vaccinated.  

o New York State Department of Health data show that Long Island has the highest rate 
of COVID-19 cases among students of the entire State. Since, September 13, 4,334 
students have tested positive on Long Island, exceeding the 4,077 in the City.  

o The New York Senate announced a public hearing slated for October 20 to discuss the 
impact of COVID-19 on the opioid overdose crisis. Participation will be by invitation 
only, but the hearing will be livestreamed.  

 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/15/1046615372/cdc-new-covid-guidelines-holiday-celebrations
https://people.com/health/united-states-vaccines-mixed-dose-international-travel-borders-reopen-november/
https://people.com/health/united-states-vaccines-mixed-dose-international-travel-borders-reopen-november/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/16/us-officials-covid-vaccine-doses-younger-children
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://abc7ny.com/new-york-long-island-nassau-county-suffolk/11126613/
https://www.nysenate.gov/calendar/public-hearings/october-20-2021/public-meeting-discuss-impacts-covid-19-overdose-crisis
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New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 18 

o On October 15, subway ridership hit a pandemic-era record, with the subway carrying 
3,236,904 riders on October 14. The commuter rail and buses also experienced record 
traffic. These figures present an encouraging sign that economic activity is rebounding 
in the City. 

o The increase in outdoor dining spurred by the pandemic has led to an inadvertent rise in 
the number of conflicts between outdoor diners and panhandlers in the City. 
Restaurants have hired security, made frequent calls to police, and forced employees to 
intervene. Several restaurant owners have called on the City to address the issue.  

 
International 
• COVID-19 restrictions are easing in Australia, with Sydney further reducing restrictions 

following the state of New South Wales passing its target of fully vaccinating 80 percent of 
the eligible population. 

• The largest city in New Zealand, Auckland, will extend its lockdown for another two weeks. 
The city has been in lockdown since August 17 and is the harshest in the world. 

• On Monday, South Korea eased its virus restrictions. The average number of cases in the 
country has fallen by more than 40 percent in the past two weeks. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
 
 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-pandemic-era-subway-ridership-record
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/17/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/conflicts-between-outdoor-diners-and-panhandlers-are-growing-increasingly-common-in-new-york-city
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/17/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/as-vaccination-goals-are-met-cities-in-australia-ease-restrictions
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/18/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/new-zealand-auckland-lockdown
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/18/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/south-korea-relaxes-its-virus-restrictions
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

