
 

October 25, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 45,444,816 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 735,941 reported related 
deaths. In the U.S., cases and hospitalizations are down by more than 50% since September. As 
of Thursday, the seven-day average of cases was approximately 73,000 per day, which is a 
decrease of roughly 15% from the previous week. 
 
On Friday, the U.S Food and Drug Administration (FDA) posted its analysis of Pfizer’s COVID-
19 vaccine trial data for children 5 to 11. Though Pfizer’s study does not account for certain rare 
conditions due to its sample size, it suggests that the vaccine is safe and effective in this age 
group, and that vaccinating this age group is likely worth the risk. Outside advisors will meet this 
week to discuss the study and decide if children should be vaccinated. On Thursday, the CDC 
officially authorized booster shots of the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson (J&J) COVID-19 
vaccines, adopting the recommendations of outside advisors to the agency. It also approved 
mixing-and-matching vaccines.  
 
The country continues to recover from the summer’s Delta surge. Only Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and Colorado are currently averaging more cases than they were two weeks ago. 
Case numbers remain high in Alaska, Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho. Southern states such as 
Florida are experiencing some of the lowest rates of new cases per capita in the country.  
 
On October 25, New York reported 28 deaths, 2,044 hospitalizations, and 461 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 3,054, or 2.43%, of the 125,595 tests administered in 
New York on October 25 were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 26,683,007 
doses of the vaccines to patients; 73.6% of New York residents have received at least one dose of 
the vaccines; and 66.1% are fully vaccinated. State-wide cases fell by over 20% in the last week, 
with improvement seen in nearly all counties. The New York State Assembly held a public 
hearing on October 25 to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the ability of 
government entities in the State to comply with New York’s open meetings laws. 
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, Oct. 

22 
o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced on Friday that, globally, the 

United States has delivered its 200 millionth dose of the vaccine to those in other 
countries. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/22/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-63/
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o Additionally, in the U.S. cases and hospitalizations are down by more than 50% since 
September. 

o As of Thursday, the seven-day average of cases was approximately 73,000 per day, 
which is a decrease of roughly 15% from the previous week. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• FDA says the Pfizer COVID vaccine looks effective for young kids, Oct. 23 

o On Friday, the FDA posted its analysis of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine trial data for 
children 5 to 11. The FDA’s outside advisors will meet this week to discuss the data 
and decide if a micro-dose of Pfizer’s vaccine should be approved for children.  

o The FDA’s scientists concluded the benefits of vaccinating children would outweigh 
the corresponding risk in most situations, as data suggests the company’s vaccine is 
91% effective in this age group.  

o Moreover, the data indicates the vaccine has no general safety concerns. However, due 
to its small sample size, Pfizer’s study could not quantify rare but serious side effects, 
such as myocarditis. Accordingly, per the FDA’s scenario testing, the risk-reward 
balance may disfavor vaccinating children where case counts are low.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Oct. 22 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of October 20, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

73,079. This is a 15.1% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 
o As of October 21, 411 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 

States. Overall, approximately 219.6 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 66.2% of the population. Approximately 189.9 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 57.2% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 795,156, a 5.5% decrease 
compared to the previous week. Approximately 11.6 million people have reported 
receiving a booster dose of a vaccine. 

o As of October 19, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 6,004, a 
10.3% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of October 20, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,253 per day, a 4.3% 
decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

• CDC approves Moderna and J&J Covid vaccine boosters, allowing people to mix-and-
match shots, Oct. 21.  
o The CDC authorized booster shots of the Moderna and J&J COVID-19 vaccines, as 

well as the practice of mixing-and-matching vaccines, adopting the recommendations 
of outside advisors to the agency.  

o Outside advisors had recommended that a second dose of the J&J vaccine be available 
to adults 18 and older who had received their first does at least two months earlier. The 
Moderna vaccine was recommended for adults 65 and older, along with adults 18 to 64 
who were at a high risk of serious infection or who were at a high risk of transmission 
due to their occupation or setting. The advisors also recommended that individuals be 
allowed to choose a booster vaccine that is different than the vaccine they received for 
their base inoculation. The CDC signed off on all these recommendations.  

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/10/23/1048660468/fda-pfizer-vaccine-kids-effective
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/21/cdc-panel-unanimously-endorses-moderna-covid-booster-shots-for-same-groups-as-pfizers.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/21/cdc-panel-unanimously-endorses-moderna-covid-booster-shots-for-same-groups-as-pfizers.html
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New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 25 

o New York reported 28 deaths, 2,044 hospitalizations, and 461 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on October 25, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,054, or 2.43%, of the 125,595 tests administered in New York on 
October 25 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 25, New York has administered 26,683,007 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 73.6% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 66.1% are fully vaccinated.  

o State-wide cases fell by over 20% in the last week, with improvement seen in nearly all 
counties. New York’s rate of case decline outpaces the national average of a 14% 
decrease in the last week.  

o The New York State Assembly held a public hearing on October 25 to discuss the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the ability of governments to comply with the 
State’s open meetings laws. Government entities of all levels in the State are permitted 
by legislation to continue holding meetings through videoconference until January 15, 
2022, raising concerns among good-government organizations regarding the public’s 
access to these meetings.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 25 

o As the City’s vaccine mandate for municipal workers goes into effect, several unions 
are pushing back. On October 24, several hundred municipal workers, including 
firefighters and police officers, gathered in Staten Island with their union 
representatives and a few elected officials to protest the mandate.  

o Several unions representing municipal workers are demanding $500 payments from the 
City for employees who received the vaccine before the mandate went into effect. Last 
week, the City announced a $500 incentive for municipal employees to comply with the 
mandate before the deadline. The unions argue that this incentive is unfair to those who 
received their shot before the mandate.  

o Some epidemiologists and doctors believe that New York City is on the cusp of 
transitioning into an endemic phase, wherein the virus will remain a present but 
diminished threat. These experts points to widespread mask policies, high vaccination 
rates, and decreasing death rates in New York and New Jersey as indicating that the 
New York City region will likely be among the first places to return to an endemic 
phase. 

 
International 
• China is now the only country in the world still trying to completely eradicate the 

coronavirus within its borders; other countries have all moved toward strategies to control 
and live with the virus. 

• Moon-Jae-in, the president of South Korea, announced on Monday that the country had 
achieved its goal of fully vaccinating 70 percent of its population and would begin a phased 
recovery in the coming month. 

• Papau New Guinea is facing a COVID-19 surge that is threatening to overwhelm the 
country’s health care system, according to the Red Cross. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/2021/10/25/covid-cases-new-york-county/119080302/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/10/25/new-york-city-vaccine-mandate-covid-19-coronavirus-fdny-nypd-ems-uniformed-firefighters-association/
https://abc7ny.com/uft-covid-vaccine-incentive-500-payment-nyc-union-workers/11159395/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-inches-toward-covid-19-becoming-endemic-11635166801
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/25/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/as-the-rest-of-the-world-abandons-zero-covid-china-holds-out
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/25/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/south-korea-covid-restrictions
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/25/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/covid-may-overwhelm-the-health-care-system-in-papua-new-guinea-the-red-cross-warns
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Other Updates 
• Over 100 firefighters, other city workers sue over vaccine mandates, Oct. 21 

o Over 130 municipal workers, including a large group of Chicago Fire Department 
employees, filed a lawsuit Thursday claiming the vaccination mandates imposed by 
Chicago and Illinois are unconstitutional. The suit also challenges an order by Chicago 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot requiring city workers to report their vaccination status. 

o The complaint alleges that the mandates are “null and void” because Chicago and 
Illinois had no authority to issue them.  

o Mayor Lightfoot is currently in a legal fight with the union representing Chicago police 
officers over the same mandates. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/coronavirus/2021/10/21/22739438/chicago-fire-department-employees-city-workers-lawsuit-city-state-vaccination-mandates-vaccine-covid
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

