
 

December 6, 2021 

Summary  
 
Since COVID-19 was first identified in the United States, the government has confirmed a total 
of 49,086,840 COVID-19 cases and 788,364 reported related deaths in the country. The White 
House COVID-19 Response Team announced on Friday that Omicron cases have been seen in 
approximately 40 countries and in a number of U.S. states including California, Minnesota, 
Colorado, Hawaii, and New York. 
 
Yesterday, CDC Director Rochelle Walensky confirmed that the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) is currently considering streamlining the authorization procedure for an Omicron-specific 
vaccine. The same day, Moderna’s president suggested that, with respect to Omicron, “there’s a 
real risk that we’re going to see a decrease in the effectiveness of the vaccines.” As of yesterday, 
dozens of Omicron cases had been identified in at least fifteen U.S. states.  
 
While some cases of the COVID-19 Omicron variant have been recently detected around the 
United States, current outbreaks continue to be driven by the highly transmissible Delta variant. 
Northern states continue to battle case surges, with New Hampshire, Michigan, and Minnesota 
leading the country in recent cases per capita.  
 
On December 5, New York reported 49 deaths, 3,285 hospitalizations, and 621 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 6,078, or 4.97% of the 122,336 tests administered in 
New York on December 5 were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 30,515,048 
doses of the vaccines to patients; 79.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of 
the vaccines; and 69.1% are fully vaccinated. 
 
New York State has confirmed eight cases of the Omicron variant as of December 4, and the 
variant is expected to continue to spread through the community. State health officials are urging 
New Yorkers to use vaccinations, booster shots, and masking as tools to combat the spread. 
Regions in upstate New York continue to lead the State in cases per capita and percent positivity 
rates as upstate hospitals begin to reach or exceed capacity.  
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, Dec. 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/12/03/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-71/
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o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced on Friday that Omicron cases 
have been seen in approximately 40 countries and in a number of U.S. states including 
California, Minnesota, Colorado, Hawaii, and New York. 

o The team also urged all eligible Americans to get a booster shot as soon as possible. 
o In addition, although focus is currently on the Omicron variant, the team noted that 

99.9% of COVID-19 cases in the U.S. are currently from the Delta variant, which is 
driving cases across the country.  
 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• CDC director confirms FDA in talks to streamline authorization of omicron-specific vaccine, 

Dec. 5 
o Yesterday, CDC Director Rochelle Walensky confirmed that the FDA is currently 

discussing streamlining authorization of a vaccine that specifically targets the Omicron 
variant. Walensky added that the FDA would “move swiftly” on authorization, and that 
the CDC “will move swiftly right thereafter.” 

o Last week, when asked about FDA authorization of an Omicron-specific vaccine, FDA 
Commissioner Janet Woodcock stated that “[h]istorically, the work to obtain the 
genetic information and patient samples for variants and then perform the testing 
needed to evaluate their impact takes time,” but that the “vast majority of this work” 
with respect to the Omicron variant is expected “to be completed in the coming weeks.”  

• Moderna’s Hoge Sees Risk Vaccines Will Struggle With Omicron, Dec. 5 
o Yesterday, as U.S. health officials continued to express uncertainty over the 

transmissibility of the Omicron variant, Moderna’s president, Stephen Hoge, stated that 
“there’s a real risk that we’re going to see a decrease in the effectiveness of the 
vaccines.” Hoge also suggested that if the Omicron variant causes a 50% or greater 
decrease in vaccine efficacy, then “we’d probably need to reboot the vaccines and 
update them.”  

o Meanwhile, Moderna’s co-founder, Noubar Afeyan, stated that he expects more will be 
known about Omicron, and its effect on the existing vaccines, in the next seven to ten 
days. Afeyan added: “We suspect that we will see protection against more severe 
hospitalization, death indications.” 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Dec. 3  

o As of December 3, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 
86,413. This is an 8.5% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of December 2, 464.4 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 
States. Overall, approximately 234.3 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 70.6% of the population. Approximately 197.8 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 59.6% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 1,428,263, a 22.0% 
increase compared to the previous week. Approximately 43.0 million booster doses 
have been reported.  

o As of November 30, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 6,386, 
a 5.0% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

https://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/584387-cdc-director-confirms-fda-in-discussion-to-streamline
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-12-05/moderna-s-hoge-sees-risk-of-vaccines-weakening-against-omicron
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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o As of December 1, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 860 per day, a 12.6% 
decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

• Omicron Covid variant in at least 15 states and cases are likely to rise, CDC chief says, Dec. 
5 
o As of yesterday, dozens of cases of the Omicron variant had been detected in fifteen 

states. Although some patients had recently traveled to southern Africa, where the variant 
was first detected, others had not, thus suggesting “community transmission.”  

o CDC Director Rochelle Walensky indicated that the Delta variant comprises 99.9% of 
all cases being identified each day. Still, Walensky stated that the number of omicron 
cases is “likely to rise.”   
 

New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Dec. 6 

o New York reported 49 deaths, 3,285 hospitalizations, and 621 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on December 5, 2021.   

o Approximately 6,078, or 4.97% of the 122,336 tests administered in New York on 
December 5 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of December 5, New York has administered 30,515,048 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 79.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 69.1% are fully vaccinated.  

o New York State has detected a total of eight confirmed cases of the COVID-19 
Omicron variant as of December 4, said Governor Kathy Hochul. The State Department 
of Health Commissioner stressed that although the Department expects community 
spread of the Omicron variant, preventative tools such as vaccination, booster shots, 
and masking can help blunt the impact of the emerging variant.  

o Upstate New York regions continue to report increasing COVID-19 case numbers as 
health care workers warn that hospitals in the area are overwhelmed. COVID-19 
hospitalizations in the region have more than tripled since August, and regions like the 
Finger Lakes and Western New York are reporting daily test positivity rates of over 
10%, compared to close to 2% in New York City.   

 
New York City 
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Dec. 6 

o On December 6, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced a sweeping COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate for all private employers in New York City. The measure is intended as a 
“pre-emptive strike” in the face of the new Omicron variant, which was first detected in 
New York last week.  The mandate will apply only to employees who work in-person, 
requiring that they have at least one dose of the vaccine by December 27. Detailed 
guidelines from the City on issues like enforcement are expected by December 15.  

o Also on December 6, Mayor de Blasio announced that the City’s proof of vaccine 
requirement for indoor dining, fitness, and entertainment will be expanded to include 
children ages 5 to 11 beginning on December 27. The updated rule will also require two 
vaccine doses for those who were vaccinated with an MRNA vaccine. People who were 
vaccinated with Johnson & Johnson as well as children ages 5 to 11 will only need to 
show proof of one dose.   

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/12/05/cdc-chief-omicron-covid-variant-in-15-states-and-cases-likely-to-rise.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-three-more-confirmed-covid-19-omicron-variant-cases-new-york-state
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/nyregion/covid-cases-surge-upstate-ny.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/nyregion/nyc-vaccine-mandate-deblasio.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/nyc-mulls-tougher-vaccine-mandate-amid-covid-19-surge/3434858/
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International 
• Following news of the Omicron variant, China announced that international flights would be 

kept at 2.2% of pre-COVID levels during the winter.  
• Thailand reported its first case of the Omicron variant, which was detected in a U.S. citizen 

who entered the country approximately a week ago. The individual had been living in Spain 
for the past year. 

• China’s campaign to fully inoculate 160 million children by the end of the year is well under 
way. Within the first two weeks of the program, which launched in late October, 84 million 
boys and girls between the ages of 3 and 11 received the first of two shots. 

• On Sunday, Britain confirmed an additional 86 cases of Omicron, bringing the country’s 
total to 246. Denmark also reported 183 Omicron cases. 

• In Australia, Parliament has temporarily closed its doors to the public after a staff member 
tested positive for COVID-19. The staff member, who works for the Greens party, had been 
fully vaccinated. 

• Greece and Austria will both impose steep fines on those who fail to get a COVID-19 
vaccine. Greece is directing its mandate at those 60 years old or older, while Austria is 
requiring all adults to receive the shot. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 
COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/12/06/world/omicron-variant-covid/new-variant-means-chinas-big-spenders-wont-be-traveling-any-time-soon
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/12/06/world/omicron-variant-covid/new-variant-means-chinas-big-spenders-wont-be-traveling-any-time-soon
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/12/06/world/omicron-variant-covid/china-calls-on-little-inoculated-warriors-to-defeat-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/12/06/world/omicron-variant-covid/jump-in-cases-of-omicron-variant-puts-europe-on-edge
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/12/05/world/omicron-variant-covid/australia-parliament-covid
https://www.npr.org/2021/12/04/1061483601/greece-and-austria-are-mandating-covid-19-vaccinations-and-fining-people-who-ref
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
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