
 

September 23, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 42,547,004 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 681,222 reported related 
deaths. President Biden hosted a virtual summit of world leaders and private and non-profit 
sectors to discuss the coronavirus crisis. The summit was aimed at enhancing efforts in three key 
areas: vaccinating the world; addressing the oxygen crisis in many hospitals and making other 
treatments and tools more accessible; and creating a more resilient global health security 
infrastructure. 
 
CDC officials concluded yesterday that COVID-19 vaccines do not increase the risk of 
miscarriage and birth defects in pregnant women. Another CDC study concluded vaccinated 
people can still spread the virus, after tracking a COVID-19 outbreak through a highly 
vaccinated Texas prison.  Finally, CDC advisors recommended today that adults 65 and older, 
nursing home residents, and adults 50 to 64 with an underlying condition get a booster shot, 
while endorsing an optional booster shot for at risk adults 18 to 49 who want one.  
 
The situation in the Deep South is improving, with Louisiana down from its peak of 5,000 new 
cases per day to approximately 1,500 per day. However, cases are rising in the Upper Midwest, 
with Wisconsin’s new cases increasing by more than 80% in the last two weeks. Alaska is 
currently seeing more new cases per capita than any other state. 
 
As of September 22, New York reported 39 deaths, 2,320 hospitalizations, and 552 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,814, or 2.42%, of the 198,847 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 24,846,507 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 70.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 62.9% are fully vaccinated.  
 
On September 21, Governor Kathy Hochul announced an additional 120 pop-up vaccination sites 
as part of the State’s #VaxtoSchool campaign. Governor Hochul penned an open letter to 
Department of the Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen on September 21, requesting additional 
Emergency Rental Assistance Program funds for New Yorkers who have struggled to make rent 
during the pandemic. A federal judge in Utica extended the temporary ban on New York State’s 
vaccine mandate for health care workers asserting a religious exemption until at least October 
12. A pilot program was announced on September 22 to provide nurses and other critical patient-
facing health care professionals and hospital employees in SUNY hospitals with up to two and a 
half times overtime. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden at Virtual Global COVID-19 Summit, Sept. 22 

o On Wednesday, President Biden hosted a virtual summit of world leaders and private 
and non-profit sectors to discuss COVID-19. 

o The summit was aimed at enhancing efforts in three key areas: vaccinating the world; 
addressing the oxygen crisis in many hospitals and making other treatments and tools 
more accessible; and creating a more resilient global health security infrastructure. 

o In connection with the summit, the president committed to buying another half billion 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine to donate to low- and middle-income countries. 

o In addition, the president announced that he was expanding the vaccination requirement 
for healthcare worker who treat patients on Medicare and Medicaid, to cover not just 
nursing home workers but also those who work in hospitals, home healthcare facilities, 
or other medical facilities. 

o President Biden also signed executive orders requiring all executive branch federal 
employees and all federal contractors to be vaccinated. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Covid vaccines don’t increase risk of miscarriage or birth defects, CDC says, Sept. 23 

o At a meeting yesterday, CDC officials concluded COVID-19 vaccinations do not 
increase the risk of miscarriage or birth defects.  

o CDC officials based this on a study of 1,613 pregnant women who were vaccinated in 
the second or third trimester. No patterns of miscarriages or birth defects were 
identified in the sample.  

• CDC study says COVID-19 can spread in vaccinated, Sept. 21 
o A new study tracking a COVID-19 outbreak at a Texas prison found that, despite an 

80% vaccination rate among inmates, over 90% of the inmates were infected in time.  
o The study found that unvaccinated inmates faced a higher rate of hospitalization.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Sept. 15 

o CDC consolidated data from 30 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will remain stable or follow an uncertain 
trend over the next four weeks. It forecasts between 6,300 to 18,000 new deaths in the 
week ending October 16, 2021, and between 709,000 to 736,000 cumulative deaths by 
this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from 10 models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will decrease over the next 
four weeks, with between 4,600 to 11,800 new hospitalizations per day by October 18, 
2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will decrease in 18 jurisdictions, and remain 
stable or follow an uncertain trend in other states and territories.  

• US sets the stage for COVID booster shots for millions, Sept. 23 
o Today, a CDC advisory group concluded that boosters should be offered to people 65 

and older, nursing home residents and adults 50 to 64 who have risky underlying health 
problems. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/22/remarks-by-president-biden-at-virtual-global-covid-19-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/22/background-press-call-by-senior-administration-officials-previewing-the-global-summit-to-end-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/09/executive-order-on-requiring-coronavirus-disease-2019-vaccination-for-federal-employees/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/09/executive-order-on-ensuring-adequate-covid-safety-protocols-for-federal-contractors/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/09/23/covid-vaccines-dont-increase-risk-of-miscarriage-or-birth-defects-cdc-says.html
https://www.wtap.com/2021/09/21/cdc-study-says-covid-19-can-spread-vaccinated/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-business-science-health-coronavirus-vaccine-95b8d9a432b60fe0e9713adf75dde0ee
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o Despite evidence that younger adults are not losing immunity, the advisors also favored 
authorizing a booster shot to adults 18 to 49 who have an underlying health problem 
and who want a booster.  

  
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 23 

o New York reported 39 deaths, 2,320 hospitalizations, and 552 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on September 22, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,814, or 2.42%, of the 198,847 tests administered in New York on 
September 22 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of September 22, New York has administered 24,846,507 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 70.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 62.9% are fully vaccinated.   

o On September 21, Governor Kathy Hochul announced an additional 120 pop-up 
vaccination sites as part of the State’s #VaxtoSchool campaign. The sites will be open 
in areas with low COVID-19 vaccination rates among 12- to 17-year-olds.  

o Governor Hochul penned an open letter to Department of the Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen on September 21, requesting additional Emergency Rental Assistance Program 
(“ERAP”) funds for New Yorkers who have struggled to make rent during the 
pandemic. The letter noted that ERAP has already provided assistance to over 120,000 
eligible New Yorkers, but that the funding allocated to the State would soon run out. 
The State continues to receive over 9,000 applications for ERAP funds per week. 

o On September 21, a federal judge in Utica extended the temporary ban on New York 
State’s vaccine mandate for health care workers asserting a religious exemption until at 
least October 12. The mandate can still proceed for workers who have not asked for a 
religious exemption. 

o A pilot program was announced on September 22 to provide nurses and other critical 
patient-facing health care professionals and hospital employees in SUNY hospitals with 
up to two and a half times overtime. The program will be available to staff at SUNY 
Downstate Health & Sciences, Stony Brook University Hospital, and Upstate 
University Hospital, and will be retroactive to September 16. The program 
acknowledges the immense sacrifice made by health care workers during the pandemic, 
and anticipates additional strain that is likely to occur as vaccine mandates come into 
effect and unvaccinated staff lose their jobs.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 23 

o The deadline for employees of New York City’s largest private hospital system, New 
York-Presbyterian, to get vaccinated against COVID-19 occurred Wednesday, 
September 22. All 48,000 employees were required to receive at least a first dose, and 
otherwise would “be deemed to have opted to resign.” At least 90% of employees have 
received a dose, still leaving hundreds of employees unvaccinated.  

o On September 22, a New York state court judge lifted a temporary restraining order 
that had prevented the implementation of New York City’s vaccine mandate for public 
school employees. The judge ruled that the municipal unions who opposed the mandate 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-120-pop-vaccination-sites-over-12-weeks-part-states-vaxtoschool
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-issues-letter-secretary-yellen-requesting-additional-emergency-rental
https://www.whec.com/rochester-new-york-news/fed-judge-extends-halt-on-nys-vaccine-mandate-for-certain-health-care-workers-to-oct-12/6244507/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-agreement-csea-and-pef-provide-25-times-overtime-nurses-and-other
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/23/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/vaccination-deadline-looms-over-employees-at-new-yorks-largest-private-hospital
https://www.law360.com/health/articles/1424490/nyc-school-staff-vaccine-mandate-can-move-forward?nl_pk=4c9ae658-5809-4d83-bdb6-c68915e79228&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=health
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were unlikely to prevail, and that the public’s health interests outweighed the interests 
asserted by the petitioners.  

 
International 
• Public heath experts in Africa praised President Biden’s plan to increase global COVID-19 

vaccine donations, but cautioned that more timely deliveries and greater transparency about 
the dose delivery were necessary to meet the president’s goals. 

• The Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern, announced that she wants the country 
to get as close to possible to vaccinating 90 percent of its total population in order to avoid 
future lockdowns. 

• The second most populous state in Australia announced that some residents stranded in 
surrounding regions because of the pandemic would be able to return starting September 30. 
 

Other Updates  
• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, Sept. 23 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 351,000 workers filed initial claims 
(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 
seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 
claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 15,162 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, 
the federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 
others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/23/world/vaccine-covid-africa.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/23/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/new-zealand-wants-vaccination-rates-near-90-percent
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/22/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/victoria-state-in-australia-will-allow-stranded-residents-to-return
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20211746.pdf
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

