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Summary  
 
The United States has 45,220,608 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 731,275 reported related 
deaths. The United Sates has hit 190 million fully vaccinated Americans. The Biden 
Administration is working to ensure that coronavirus vaccines are easily accessible for kids ages 
5 to 11, announcing that it will send vaccines to pediatricians, pharmacies, community health 
centers, and rural health centers, in addition to vaccination sites at children’s hospitals and 
helping schools set up vaccination clinics. 
 
Yesterday, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized booster doses of the 
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson (J&J) COVID-19 vaccines following unanimous 
recommendations of the agency’s independent advisors last week. The FDA also authorized 
mixing-and-matching vaccines. The CDC’s independent advisors will weigh in on both topics 
today. The advisory group will consider booster shots of the Moderna and J&J COVID-19 
vaccines, along with the practice of mixing-and matching vaccines. In addition, the CDC 
recently published a study showing that Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine is 93% effective at 
protecting against hospitalization in young adults 12 to 18. 
 
The Mountain West region is contending with a recent surge, with Montana, Idaho, and 
Wyoming experiencing the highest rates of new cases per capita. Minnesota’s governor called in 
the National Guard to assist with staffing at long-term care facilities. Hawaii is reporting the 
lowest number of per capita cases out of any state.  
 
On October 20, New York reported 43 deaths, 2,082 hospitalizations, and 458 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,233, or 2.01%, of the 210,300 tests administered on 
October 20 in New York were positive for COVID-19. In total, New York has administered 
26,471,203 doses of the vaccines to patients; 73.2% of New York residents have received at least 
one dose of the vaccines; and 65.7% are fully vaccinated. On October 19, Governor Kathy 
Hochul launched a new, centralized website for New York State COVID-19 data. Governor 
Kathy Hochul also announced 25 new #VaxtoSchool pop-up vaccination sites geared towards 
vaccinating school-aged New Yorkers, bringing the total to 86 sites. Governor Hochul’s 
administration is under pressure to increase funding for the Excluded Workers Fund, which 
assists undocumented immigrants and others who were ineligible for government relief during 
the pandemic. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, Oct. 

20 
o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that the nation has hit 190 

million fully vaccinated Americans. 
o On Tuesday, the seven-day daily average of cases was approximately 75,500 cases per 

day, a decrease of about 16 percent over the prior week. 
o The team also announced that the administration is working to ensure that vaccinations 

for kids ages 5-11 are easily accessible for families by sending vaccines to 
pediatricians, pharmacies, community health centers, and rural health centers, in 
addition to vaccination sites at children’s hospitals and helping schools set up 
vaccination clinics. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• The FDA authorizes Moderna and J&J COVID vaccine boosters, Oct. 20 

o Yesterday, the FDA authorized booster doses of the Moderna and J&J COVID-19 
vaccines following unanimous recommendations of the agency’s independent advisors 
last week.  

o Boosters of the Moderna vaccine are limited to adults 65 and older, adults 18 to 64 who 
are at a high risk of severe COVID-19 symptoms, and adults 18 to 64 whose work or 
institutional exposure puts them at high COVID-19 risk. Moderna’s booster has half the 
active ingredient as the base shots. 

o Alternatively, J&J boosters are approved for all adults 18 and older who received their 
first dose at least two months before.  

o The FDA also authorized mixing-and-matching vaccines, such that an individual need 
not obtain the same vaccine for both her base inoculation and booster.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Oct. 20 

o CDC consolidated data from 22 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will likely decrease over the next four 
weeks. It forecasts between 3,600 to 12,300 new deaths in the week ending November 
13, 2021, and between 748,000 to 769,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from seven models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will decrease over the next 
four weeks, with between 1,600 to 8,700 new hospitalizations per day by November 12, 
2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will decrease in 27 jurisdictions, while 
remaining stable or following an uncertain trend in other states and territories. 

• CDC study shows Pfizer Covid vaccine is 93% effective against hospitalization in 12- to 18-
year-olds, Oct. 19 
o According to a recent CDC study, Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine is 93% effective at 

protecting against hospitalization in young adults 12 to 18.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/20/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-62/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/20/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/white-house-officials-anticipating-vaccines-soon-for-those-5-to-11-will-rely-on-doctors-clinics-and-pharmacies
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/10/20/1047093449/the-fda-authorizes-moderna-and-j-j-covid-vaccine-boosters
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/19/cdc-study-shows-pfizer-covid-vaccine-is-93percent-effective-against-hospitalization-in-12-to-18-year-olds.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/19/cdc-study-shows-pfizer-covid-vaccine-is-93percent-effective-against-hospitalization-in-12-to-18-year-olds.html
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o The study followed 464 adolescents who were hospitalized at pediatric centers with 
COVID-19 between June and September. It found unvaccinated adolescents accounted 
for 97% of the hospitalizations.  

• CDC advisers set to vote on Moderna, J&J boosters, mixing and matching doses, Oct. 21 
o The CDC’s independent advisors are meeting today to discuss and vote on booster 

shots of the Moderna and J&J COVID-19 vaccines. The advisory group will also 
deliberate on the practice of mixing-and matching COVID-19 vaccines.  

o The FDA authorized both measures yesterday.  
o The CDC Director is expected to approve or reject the advisory group’s decision within 

a day.  
 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 21 

o New York reported 43 deaths, 2,082 hospitalizations, and 458 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on October 20, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,233, or 2.01%, of the 210,300 tests administered in New York on 
October 20 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 20, New York has administered 26,471,203 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 73.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 65.7% are fully vaccinated.  

o On October 19, Governor Kathy Hochul launched a new, centralized website for New 
York State COVID-19 data. The site consolidates various COVID-19 dashboards and is 
designed to make comprehensive public health data easier to access and understand. 
The site is accessible here. 

o Also on October 19, Governor Hochul announced 25 new #VaxtoSchool pop-up 
vaccination sites geared towards vaccinating school-aged New Yorkers, bringing the 
total to 86 sites. In September, Hochul announced that 120 sites would be established 
on a rolling basis over the course of 12 weeks. As of October 18, 62.8% of 12 to 15-
year-olds and 72.3% of 16 to 25 year olds in New York have received at least one dose. 

o Governor Hochul is under pressure to increase funding for the Excluded Workers Fund, 
which assists undocumented immigrants and others who were ineligible for government 
relief during the pandemic. The $2.1 billion fund helped eligible workers with one-time 
payments for back rent, medical bills, and other expenses associated with 
unemployment. However, the fund is already nearing depletion.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 21 

o On October 20, Mayor Bill de Blasio mandated vaccines for all city workers, with no 
testing option. City workers must receive a dose of a COVID-19 vaccine by November 
1, and those who receive their first doses at City-run vaccination sites between October 
20 and 29 will receive a $500 bonus.   

o New York City businesses dependent on high-spending foreign tourists are eagerly 
anticipating November 8, when the federal government has announced they will open 
borders to vaccinated visitors. The City’s tourism agency is planning an advertising 
campaign themed “It’s Time for New York City,” which will cost $6 million and 
include advertisements in eight countries.   

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/cdc-advisers-set-vote-moderna-jj-boosters-mixing/story?id=80702865
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-covid-19-data-hub-website-expand-public-access-centralize
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-data-new-york
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-25-new-vaxtoschool-pop-sites
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/20/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/new-yorks-2-1-billion-fund-for-undocumented-workers-is-running-out-of-money-after-a-blitz-of-claims
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/20/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/new-york-city-vaccine-mandate
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/21/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/as-borders-reopen-new-york-clamors-for-free-spending-foreign-tourists
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o A new study revealed that New York City students without permanent or stable housing 
have faced heightened obstacles to attending school since the pandemic began, 
enlarging disparities in school attendance between students living in shelters and the 
permanently housed. The Department of Education responded that it is working to 
expand services for unhoused students.  

 
International 
• On Wednesday, the government of Britain rejected calls for the immediate reintroduction of 

some coronavirus restrictions, despite high and rising COVID-19 case numbers. 
• Senators in Brazil have backed off of genocide and homicide charges for President Jair 

Bolsonaro stemming from his mishandling of the pandemic. 
• The COVID-19 cases are soaring in Russia, where on Wednesday President Vladimir Putin 

announced new restrictions, including that a seven-day period starting on Oct. 30 would be a 
non-working week in the country. 

• COVID-19 cases are in the rise in several Caribbean countries, according to the World 
Health Organization, with new cases up 40 percent over the last week in the Dominican 
Republic and Barbados. 

• Egypt has imposed a vaccine mandate for all government workers and university students. 
• Iran will abandon production of its Fakhravac COVID-19 vaccine as a result of lack of 

demand, its defense ministry announced on Tuesday. 
 
Other Updates  
• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, October 21 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 290,000 workers filed initial claims 
(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 
seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 
claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 2,338 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, the 
federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 
others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

 

Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/19/nyregion/new-york-city-homeless-school-attendance.html?pageType=LegacyCollection&collectionName=school-reopenings&label=school-reopenings&module=hub_Band&region=inline&template=storyline_band_recirc
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/world/europe/britain-covid-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/10/20/world/covid-vaccine-boosters/brazilian-senators-back-off-genocide-and-homicide-charges-for-bolsonaro
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/world/europe/russia-covid-restrictions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/world/covid-caribbean-paho.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/world/egypt-covid-vaccine-mandate.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/world/iran-covid-vaccine-fakhravac.html
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/media/ui-claims/20211902.pdf
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

