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Summary  
 
The United States has 44,096,019 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 708,434 reported related 
deaths. On Wednesday, the White House COVID-19 Response team announced that, in the past 
few months, coronavirus testing, particularly at-home testing, has increased. It also announced 
that President Biden plans to further ramp up the availability of tests and free testing. On 
Monday, the FDA authorized a new rapid, at-home test from ACON Laboratories which will 
result in tens of millions more tests on the market. 
 
Moderna announced its plans to build a major vaccine plant in Africa capable of producing up to 
500 million mRNA vaccine doses, including its COVID-19 vaccine. It has not yet decided on a 
country or location. Today, Pfizer officially asked the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 
approve its vaccine for emergency use among children 5 to 11. The FDA will convene a panel on 
October 26 to discuss. At the same time, two studies from Israel and Qatar show that the 
antibody levels induced by two doses of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine begin rapidly waning after 
two months. Yet, the studies also show that the vaccine offers long-term, robust protection 
against serious illness from the virus. 
 
The South continues to recover from the summer’s Delta surge, with Florida and Mississippi 
seeing a 50% reduction in daily caseloads in the last two weeks. Montana, Idaho, and Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula are seeing increased numbers of new cases. Alaska continues to experience its 
worst outbreak of the pandemic, with the most recent cases per capita in the country by far. 
 
As of October 6, New York reported 23 deaths, 2,249 hospitalizations, and 510 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 5,243, or 2.32%, of the 225,685 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 25,711,748 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 72% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 64.3% are fully vaccinated.  
 
Governor Kathy Hochul announced on October 5 that the state’s Excelsior Pass Scanner app has 
been updated to allow for the validation of vaccination cards for certain users from outside of 
New York, in line with federal and state COVID-19 guidance. Governor Hochul expanded the 
State’s vaccine mandate to include employees working in certain facilities served by the Office 
of Mental Health and the Office for People with Development Disabilities. Governor Hochul 
announced on October 5 that approximately $149 million in federal aid had been distributed to 
counties throughout the State to assist older residents to meet their basic needs, remain in their 
homes, get vaccinated, and slow the spread of COVID-19. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team & Public Health Officials, Oct. 6 

o On Wednesday, the White House COVID-19 Response team announced that, in the 
past few months, coronavirus testing, particularly at-home testing, has increased. It also 
announced that President Biden plans to further ramp up the availability of tests and 
free testing. 

o On Monday, the FDA authorized a new rapid, at-home test from ACON Laboratories 
which will result in tens of millions more tests on the market. 

o The team also announced that approximately 4 million Americans have gotten booster 
shots, including 2 million in just the last five days. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Moderna plans African vaccine plant as drugmakers urged to help poorest, Oct. 7 

o Moderna plans to invest up to $500 million to build a factory in Africa to produce up to 
500 million doses of mRNA vaccines each year, including its COVID-19 vaccine.  

o The plant will handle bottling and packaging in addition to manufacturing. The 
company has not yet decided on a location, though South Africa, Senegal, and Rwanda 
are in the running for countries.  

o Many hope this will bolster the vaccine supply to the continent; so far, only 4.5% of 
Africans have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19.  

• Pfizer officially asks the FDA to authorize its COVID vaccine for kids aged 5-11, Oct. 7 
o Pfizer announced today that it asked the FDA to authorize its COVID-19 vaccine for 

emergency use with respect to children ages 5 to 11.   
o Pfizer recently submitted trial data to the agency demonstrating positive results in this 

age group. The FDA will convene an independent advisory committee on October 26 to 
discuss the matter.  

• Studies confirm waning immunity from Pfizer's Covid-19 vaccine, Oct. 6 
o Two studies—one from Qatar, one from Israel—confirm that antibody levels tend to 

wane rapidly two months after a second dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. 
o However, the studies also demonstrate that protection against serious illness remains 

strong, even as antibody levels decline. Additionally, the Israeli study shows that 
individuals who had a natural infection before receiving a vaccine have a heightened 
level of protection. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Oct. 6 

o CDC consolidated data from 25 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will likely decrease over the next four 
weeks. It forecasts between 5,100 to 15,100 new deaths in the week ending October 30, 
2021, and between 734,000 to 756,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from nine models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will decrease over the next 
four weeks, with between 2,400 to 8,700 new hospitalizations per day by November 1, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/06/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-60/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/moderna-plans-mrna-vaccine-factory-africa-2021-10-07/
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/07/1043973744/pfizer-fda-authorize-kids-children-covid-vaccine
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/06/health/pfizer-vaccine-waning-immunity/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
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2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will decrease in 27 jurisdictions, while 
remaining stable or following an uncertain trend in other states and territories. 

 
 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 7 

o New York reported 23 deaths, 2,249 hospitalizations, and 510 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on October 6, 2021.   

o Approximately 5,243, or 2.32%, of the 225,685 tests administered in New York on 
October 6 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of October 6, New York has administered 25,711,748 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 72% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 64.3% are fully vaccinated.  

o Governor Kathy Hochul announced on October 5 that the state’s Excelsior Pass 
Scanner app has been updated to allow for the validation of vaccination cards for 
certain users from outside of New York, in line with federal and state COVID-19 
guidance. The update will enable businesses to screen vaccination status for patrons 
from California, Hawaii, Louisiana, Virginia, and Washington State. 

o Also on October 5, Governor Hochul expanded the State’s vaccine mandate to include 
employees working in certain facilities served by the Office of Mental Health and the 
Office for People with Development Disabilities. Those covered by the expanded 
mandate will be required to show proof of at least one COVID-19 vaccine shot by 
November 1, with no testing alternative.  

o Governor Hochul announced on October 5 that approximately $149 million in federal 
aid had been distributed to counties throughout the State to assist older residents to 
meet their basic needs, remain in their homes, get vaccinated, and slow the spread of 
COVID-19. Governor Hochul’s administration is also working to modernize the federal 
Older Americans Act, which sets out the funding and regulations for state and local 
aging services programs, to ensure that the Act is able to meet the industry’s increased 
obligations as the population of elderly Americans increases.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Oct. 7 

o Four individuals were arrested on October 5 on charges that they participated in a 
scheme to defraud New York City’s COVID-19 Hotel Room Isolation Program, which 
provided free hotel rooms for quarantining for qualified individuals for up to 14 days, 
of over $400,000. The defendants allegedly falsely claimed to be health care workers in 
order to obtain hotel rooms and then re-sold the reservations to individuals who were 
ineligible for the program, with over 2,700 nights’ worth of hotel rooms allegedly 
diverted.  

o The New York City Council will hold an oversight hearing on Wednesday to discuss 
the City’s vaccine mantes for public school employees. The Council will also consider 
two bills that would require the regular posting of information, including weekly 
school-by-school breakdowns of COVID cases. 

 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-excelsior-pass-first-nation-validate-passes-issued-us-states-based
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-expands-vaccine-mandate-include-staff-omh-and-opwdd-hospital-settings
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-149-million-direct-community-support-distributed-aging-new-yorkers
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/arrests-made-in-400k-covid-19-fraud-scheme-targeting-nyc-hotel-room-isolation-program/3307920/
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/10/06/nyc-covid-vaccine-mandate-oversight-hearing/
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International 
• On Thursday, Moderna said that it planned to build a vaccine manufacturing facility in 

Africa that will eventually produce up to 500 million doses a year of Moderna’s mRNA 
vaccine. 

• Countries in the Asia-Pacific region were quick to secure supplies of Merck’s molnupiravir 
pill, which could reduce the risk of hospitalization and death from COVID-19. 

• On Thursday, the World Health Organization announced that it has resumed sending 
medical supplies to North Korea to aid its coronavirus response; North Korea had 
previously instituted a closed-border policy in response to the pandemic. 

• France announced that it would begin charging unvaccinated people for COVID-19 tests, in 
order to encourage people to get vaccinated. 

• Starting on Saturday, Greece will lift some pandemic restrictions in high transmission areas, 
giving greater freedom to those who are vaccinated while trying encourage those who aren’t 
to get the shot. 

 
Other Updates  
• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, Oct. 7 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 326,000 workers filed initial claims 
(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 
seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 
claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 23,453 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, 
the federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 
others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

 
 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 

Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/world/africa/covid-moderna-africa.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/world/asia/asia-australia-merck-covid-pill.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/01/business/covid-antiviral-pill-merck.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/world/asia/north-korea-who-covid-pandemic.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/world/europe/france-covid-test-charge-unvaccinated.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/07/world/europe/covid-greece-restrictions-vaccine.html
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20211815.pdf
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

