
 

September 27, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 42,932,211 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 688,041 reported related 
deaths. On Wednesday, President Biden hosted a virtual Global COVID-19 Summit that was 
focused on ending the pandemic and building health security infrastructure to prevent and 
address future biological threats. On Friday, the President addressed the government’s decision 
to recommend booster shots for some individuals and encouraged those who are eligible to 
receive the shot. The U.S. is on track to administer 24 million doses of the vaccine in September.  
 
On Sunday, Pfizer’s CEO announced the company would submit its COVID-19 vaccine data on 
children aged 5 to 11 within days. Meanwhile, inside sources expect that a European Union 
regulator will make a decision on authorizing booster shots of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine in 
early October.  
 
CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky announced Friday that she is partially overruling an 
advisory panel’s recommendation on Pfizer COVID-19 booster shots.  She will authorize the 
shots not only for adults 65 and older, nursing home residents, and adults with underlying health 
risks, but also adults aged 18 to 64 at a high risk of transmission due to their occupational setting. 
 
Alaska continues to see the highest number of recent cases per capita, straining its hospital 
systems in both urban and rural areas. New cases have declined significantly in Florida, which is 
now seeing around 7,000 cases per day, down from over 20,000 infections per day in August. 
Cases are rising in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Maine. 
 
As of September 26, New York reported 24 deaths, 2,341 hospitalizations, and 564 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,004, or 3.11%, of the 128,700 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 25,067,235 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 70.9% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 63.4% are fully vaccinated. New York State’s vaccine mandates for health care 
workers went into effect on Monday, September 27.  Governor Kathy Hochul indicated on 
September 24 that she would consider deploying the National Guard or recruiting temporary 
workers from the Philippines or Ireland to replace dismissed staff. In anticipation of health care 
staffing shortages caused by the vaccine mandate, Governor Kathy Hochul announced a potential 
emergency order on September 25 intended to increase the available workforce. On September 
27, Governor Hochul endorsed the CDC’s recommendations for COVID-19 booster shots for 
eligible New Yorkers, announcing dedicated plans for implementation and outreach. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden on the COVID-19 Response and the Vaccination Program, 

Sept. 24 
o President Biden on Friday addressed the government’s decision to recommend booster 

shots for those who received their second Pfizer vaccination dose more than six months 
ago and fall into certain high-risk categories, urging those who are eligible to receive 
the shot. 

o The president said that the 25 percent of Americans who have not received a single 
vaccine dose are threatening the nation’s economic recovery and stated that he is 
“moving forward with vaccination requirements wherever [he] can.” 

o The U.S. is on track to administer 24 million doses of vaccine in September. 
• Global COVID-19 Summit: Ending the Pandemic and Building Back Better, Sept. 24 

o On Wednesday, President Biden hosted a virtual Global COVID-19 Summit that was 
focused on ending the pandemic and building health security infrastructure to prevent 
and address future biological threats. 

o Representatives from more than 100 governments and other partners and more than100 
leaders from international organizations, the private sector, the philanthropic sector, 
civil society, and other stakeholders participated in the summit. 

o The summit focused on setting new goals in three areas: vaccinating the world, saving 
lives now, and building back better. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Pfizer CEO: COVID-19 vaccine data for kids will be submitted to FDA in ‘days’, Sept. 26 

o On Sunday, Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said that the company’s COVID-19 vaccine data 
for children ages 5 to 11 will be ready to be reviewed by the FDA within days.  

o Bourla further stated that if the vaccine was approved, the company’s manufacturing 
would be ready to produce the doses for children—which are formulated with a lower 
concentration of the active ingredient.  

• Exclusive - EU Regulator to Decide on Pfizer Booster at the Start of October - Source, Sept. 
23 
o According to inside sources, the European Medicines Agency (EMA), a regulator for 

the European Union, expects to decide in early October whether and to whom a booster 
shot of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine should be authorized.  

o Moderna plans to submit its data regarding booster shots this month. 
o European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) issued an opinion earlier 

this month, finding no urgent need for a booster shot for the general population.  
 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Sept. 24 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of September 22, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

121,533. This is a 17.1% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 
o As of September 23, 387.8 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 

States. Overall, approximately 212.6 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 64% of the population. Approximately 182.6 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/24/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-covid-19-response-and-the-vaccination-program-8/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/24/global-covid-19-summit-ending-the-pandemic-and-building-back-better/
https://nypost.com/2021/09/26/pfizer-ceo-covid-vaccine-data-for-kids-to-be-submitted-to-fda/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-09-23/exclusive-eu-regulator-to-decide-on-pfizer-booster-at-the-start-of-october-source
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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million people are fully vaccinated, which is 55% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 683,329, an 11.7% 
decrease compared to the previous week.  

o As of September 21, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 
9,636, a 14.4% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of September 22 the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,557 per day, a 
0.7% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

• The leader of CDC just made a rare call to allow Covid booster shots for more people, Sept. 
23 
o On Friday, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky partially overruled the 

recommendation of a CDC advisory panel on booster shots, approving a Pfizer 
COVID-19 booster for a wider range of people. 

o The panel recommended booster shots for adults 65 and older, along with nursing home 
residents. It favored authorizing the booster fro people 18 to 64 with an underlying 
health risk. However, it voted 9-6 against recommending a booster for adults at a higher 
risk of transmission due to their workplace, e.g., health care workers.  

o Dr. Walensky bypassed the panel’s decision on the latter, authorizing elective booster 
shots for adults 18 to 64 at a high risk of transmission due to occupation or institutional 
setting at least six months after their initial doses.  

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 27 

o New York reported 24 deaths, 2,341 hospitalizations, and 564 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on September 26, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,004, or 3.11%, of the 128,700 tests administered in New York on 
September 26 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of September 26, New York has administered 25,067,235 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 70.9% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 63.4% are fully vaccinated.  

o New York State’s vaccine mandates for health care workers went into effect on 
Monday, September 27. The jobs of tens of thousands of employees who have thus far 
refused to get vaccinated are at risk.  

o Governor Kathy Hochul indicated on September 24 that she would consider deploying 
the National Guard or recruiting temporary workers from the Philippines or Ireland to 
replace dismissed staff. Some hospitals in the State have already announced 
cancellations of elective surgeries in advance of the mandate going into effect.  

o On September 25, in anticipation of health care staffing shortages caused by the 
mandate, Governor Hochul announced several measures intended to increase the 
available workforce. The Governor’s plan includes preparing to sign an emergency 
order that would declare a state of emergency and allow qualified health care 
professionals licensed in other jurisdictions, recent graduates, and retired or formerly 
practicing health care professionals to practice in the State. The Department of Labor 
also clarified that health care professionals terminated for refusal to receive the vaccine 
would not by eligible for unemployment insurance, unless they present a doctor-
approved request for medical accommodation.  

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/09/23/covid-booster-shots-cdc-panel-endorses-third-pfizer-doses-for-millions.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/27/world/covid-coronavirus-vaccine/covid-vaccine-mandates-are-put-to-a-test-as-some-new-york-health-care-workers-refuse-shots
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/24/nyregion/coronavirus-hospitals-vaccines.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/preparation-monday-vaccination-deadline-governor-hochul-releases-comprehensive-plan-address
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o On September 27, Governor Hochul endorsed the CDC’s recommendations for 
COVID-19 booster shots for eligible New Yorkers, announcing dedicated plans for 
implementation and outreach. New York officials recommend a booster for (1) those 65 
years and older or residents in long-term care settings; and (2) those 50-64 years of age 
with underlying medical conditions. Boosters are also allowed for (1) those 18-49 years 
if age with underlying medical conditions; and (2) those 18-64 years of age and at 
heightened risk of COVID-19 exposure due to their occupational or institutional 
setting.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Sept. 27 

o On September 24, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals granted a temporary restraining 
order preventing New York City from implementing its vaccine requirement for public 
school employees. A hearing before a three-judge panel is set for Wednesday, 
September 29 at 10AM. About 10,000 teachers across the City remain unvaccinated, 
prompting fears of teacher shortages and instruction disruption.  

 
International 
• As vaccination rates increase, Australia is set to ease its coronavirus lockdowns next month 

including Sydney’s three-month lockdown, which will start to lift on Oct. 11. 
• Last week, Nepal reopened to tourists, offering visas to those landing at Kathmandu airport; 

vaccinated tourists and those with negative PCR tests will no longer have to quarantine upon 
arrival. 

• The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development projected last week that the 
world economy would grow 4.5 percent in 2022, down from a projected 5.7 in 2021. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-covid-19-booster-doses-eligible-new-yorkers
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://abc7ny.com/covid-vaccine-mandate-nyc-teachers-ny-healthcare-workers-delta-variant/11046746/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/09/27/covid-delta-variant-live-updates/#link-VIMUOZYVBZCZNOWEOJUS2PFDMM
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/27/world/covid-coronavirus-vaccine/nepal-eases-rules-for-visitors-to-help-revive-its-tourism-industry
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/09/27/world/covid-coronavirus-vaccine/the-global-economy-looks-solid-but-there-are-risks-ahead
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

