
 

July 14, 2020 

Summary  
 
The United States has 3,397,069 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 139,117 reported related 
deaths. Infectious Diseases Society of America issued a statement on July 14, offering 
public support for Dr. Fauci and urging “all of America [to] support public health experts … and 
stand with science” as “the only way out of this pandemic.” A study by a non-partisan customer 
advocacy group, found that 5.4 million American workers lost health insurance coverage during 
the pandemic between February and May. The estimated increase in uninsured workers was 
nearly 40% higher than the highest previous increase, which occurred during the 2008 recession. 
3M announced a partnership with Massachusetts Institute of Technology researchers to develop a 
point-of-care coronavirus antigen test; 3M plans to make the test accessible to the general public. 
The device received phase one approval from National Institutes of Health along with $500,000 
in funding to accelerate development.  
 
Former FDA Commissioner McClellan warned that an economic lockdown in Texas was a “real 
possibility” in the coming weeks. California Governor Newsom announced plans to close indoor 
operations statewide, including bars, restaurants, wineries, and movie theaters. Thirty California 
counties, accounting for 80% of the state’s population, will be required to shut down fitness 
centers, places of worship, non-critical offices, hair salons, and malls. As Florida’s virus 
outbreak continues to surge, Republican officials are planning to move the three nights of the 
Republican National Convention from an indoor area to an outdoor venue in Jacksonville. 
England will require masks inside of shops and supermarkets, joining other European countries, 
such as Germany and Italy, and other parts of the United Kingdom, which have already 
mandated face coverings. In France, President Macron recently stated he wants to mandate 
mask-use in enclosed public spaces and will release new rules on masks in the coming weeks. 
 
New York reported 5 deaths, 820 hospitalizations, and 167 COVID-19 patients in intensive care 
on Monday, July 13. Approximately 912, or 1.5%, of the 60,045 tests conducted in New York on 
July 12 were positive for COVID-19. New York added four additional states to its travel 
advisory for out-of-state travelers from states with high COVID-19 transmission rates, including  
Minnesota, New Mexico, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Epidemiologists recently suggested that New 
York is better positioned to deal with a potential surge in cases than it was in the past because 
government officials have a better understanding of the virus, New York doctors have experience 
treating the disease, and people in New York are more diligent about mask use. Director of the 
Center for Infection and Immunity at Columbia University recently commented that “I don’t 
anticipate that in New York, we’re going to have a second wave that is going to look like what 
we have in Texas and Florida.” 
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Presidential updates         
• Vice President’s Governors Briefing on COVID-19 Response & Best Practices, July 13  

o Vice President Pence led a discussion with state governors and the White House 
coronavirus task force on COVID-19 best practices.   

o President Pence highlighted the recent federal efforts to surge medical personnel to 
Arizona, California, and Texas.  

o CDC Director Redfield discussed the need to re-open schools in order to respect the 
physical, mental, and social health of students.  

o Dr. Birx reiterated calls for states to adopt pooled testing for COVID-19. Health 
Secretary Azar asked states to increase their supply of convalescent plasma.  

 
• Emergency Aid for Returning Americans Affected by Coronavirus Act, July 13  

o President Trump signed the Emergency Aid for Returning Americans Affected by 
Coronavirus Act into law.  

o The Act increases the amount that Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
may spend for the provision of assistance to repatriated U.S. citizens in 2020, from $1 
million to $10 million.  

o HHS may provide temporary assistance, such as monetary payments and medical care, 
to citizens and their dependents returning from foreign countries due to a crisis without 
available resources.  

 
World Health Organization (WHO)      
• COVID-19 Situation Report – 174, July 14 

o WHO warned that there is insufficient data to indicate whether COVID-19 antibodies 
ensure immunity against the virus. WHO noted that recovered patients “do mount some 
level of an immune response,” but that experts still “don’t know is how strong that 
protection is and for how long that protection will last.” 

o WHO updated information on COVID-19 and the risks of re-opening schools, 
including data on how COVID-19 affects children and adults with medical 
complications.  

o WHO provided recommendations for ventilation and air conditioning use in schools.  
Clean, natural ventilation should be used inside buildings where possible, without re-
circulating the air. If air re-circulation is necessary, filters and duct systems should be 
cleaned regularly and routinely changed according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)       
• Guidance on Event Planning and COVID-19, July 13  

o CDC updated its FAQ on event planning during the pandemic.   
o CDC recommends holding events outdoors, when possible, to facilitate social 

distancing and increased ventilation.   
o CDC offers the following suggestions to maintain social distance between attendees: 

blocking off rows or sections of seating; offering online attendance options in addition 
to in-person attendance; and using multiple entrances and exits to discourage crowded 
waiting areas. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-071320/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200713-covid-19-sitrep-175.pdf?sfvrsn=d6acef25_2
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/13/who-officials-say-coronavirus-antibodies-may-wane-after-several-months.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-schools-and-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/event-planners-and-attendees-faq.htmlhttps:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/event-planners-and-attendees-faq.html
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o CDC does not recommend testing all attendees and staff for COVID-19 before allowing 
them to enter. CDC does recommend conducting health checks such as temperature 
screening and/or symptom checking of staff and attendees.  

 
New York State         
• New York State COVID-19 Metrics, July 14 

o New York reported 5 deaths, 820 hospitalizations, and 167 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on Monday, July 13.  

o Approximately 912, or 1.5%, of the 60,045 tests conducted in New York on July 12 
were positive for COVID-19.  

  
• Four Additional States Added to New York Quarantine Restriction, July 14  

o New York added four additional states to its travel advisory requiring out-of-state 
travelers from states with high COVID-19 transmission rates to (1) quarantine for two 
weeks upon entering the state; and (2) provide their contact information and travel history 
to the State upon entry. 

o The newly-added states are Minnesota, New Mexico, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Delaware 
was removed from the list. There are now 22 states on the list. 

o Officials estimate approximately 12,000 people visit New York daily from the states on 
the quarantine list. 

o Epidemiologists recently suggested that New York is better positioned to deal with a 
surge in cases than it was in the past because government officials have a better 
understanding of the virus, New York doctors have experience treating the disease, and 
people in New York are more diligent about mask use.  

o Director of the Center for Infection and Immunity at Columbia University recently 
commented that “I don’t anticipate that in New York, we’re going to have a second 
wave that is going to look like what we have in Texas and Florida.” 

 
New York City   
• COVID-19 Emergency Relief Fund Raises Over $54 Million for Frontline Workers and 

Vulnerable New Yorkers, July 14 
o Mayor de Blasio announced that the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City has 

raised $48.8 million to support equitable relief and recovery efforts for the communities 
hardest hit by COVID-19 through public-private partnerships and a grassroots 
campaign. 

o The Fund provides support across several pandemic-related areas including: short-term 
payroll support for restaurants; emergency relief payments for immigrant families; 
summer youth enrichment activities; and meals and personal protective equipment for 
frontline health care workers.  

 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-individuals-traveling-new-york-four-additional-states-will-be-required
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-individuals-traveling-new-york-four-additional-states-will-be-required
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/nyregion/coronavirus-ny-travel-cuomo.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/nyregion/coronavirus-ny-travel-cuomo.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/518-20/mayor-s-fund-raises-54-5-million-frontline-workers-vulnerable-new-yorkers-covid-19
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/518-20/mayor-s-fund-raises-54-5-million-frontline-workers-vulnerable-new-yorkers-covid-19
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Other Related Updates  
• Pandemic Causes Health Insurance Losses, July 14  

o A recent study by Families USA, a non-partisan customer advocacy group, found that 
5.4 million American workers lost their health insurance coverage between February 
and May.  

o The estimated increase in uninsured workers was nearly 40% higher than the highest 
previous increase, which occurred during the 2008 recession, when 3.9 million adults 
lost insurance.  

o Nearly half of the coverage losses from the pandemic came from five states: California, 
Texas, Florida, New York, and North Carolina. 

o Another analysis, published by the Urban Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, projected that by the end of 2020, 10.1 million people will no longer have 
employer-sponsored health insurance or coverage that was tied to a job that was lost 
because of the pandemic. 

 
• NIH Media Advisory on COVID-19 and Newborn Babies, July 14  

o National Institutes of Health (NIH) issued a media advisory detailing a recent study on 
COVID-19 in fetuses or newborns of women with COVID-19. 

o NIH researchers found that placental membranes that contain the fetus and amniotic 
fluid lack the messenger RNA (mRNA) molecule required to manufacture the ACE2 
receptor, the main cell surface receptor used by the SARS-CoV-2 virus to cause 
infection.  

o These placental tissues also lack mRNA needed to make an enzyme, called TMPRSS2, 
that SARS-CoV-2 uses to enter a cell. 

o Both the receptor and enzyme are present in only miniscule amounts in the placenta, 
suggesting a possible explanation for why SARS-CoV-2 has only rarely been found in 
fetuses or newborns of women infected with the virus.  

  
• Medical Vulnerability of Young Adults to Severe COVID-19 Illness, July 13  

o According to a recent study, published in the Journal of Adolescent Health, roughly 1 
in 3 young adults are at risk for severe COVID-19.  

o Using National Health Interview Survey data, researchers calculated the proportion of 
U.S. adults aged 18 to 25 who have conditions that put them at greater risk for severe 
COVID-19, including heart conditions, diabetes, asthma, immune conditions, liver 
conditions, and obesity. People who used tobacco, electronic cigarettes, or cigars in the 
past 30 days were also flagged as higher risk individuals.  

o Overall, 32% of young people were considered medically vulnerable to severe COVID-
19. Smoking and e-cigarette use were among the most common medical vulnerabilities, 
affecting 11% and 7%, respectively. When only considering non-smokers, the medical 
vulnerability rate was only 16%, underscoring the importance of smoking prevention 
and mitigation.  

o White adults had higher rates of medical vulnerability than other races and ethnicities, 
but the authors note that other studies have found greater COVID-19 morbidity and 
mortality in racial and ethnic minorities. 

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/13/us/politics/coronavirus-health-insurance-trump.html
https://www.familiesusa.org/resources/the-covid-19-pandemic-and-resulting-economic-crash-have-caused-the-greatest-health-insurance-losses-in-american-history/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2020/07/changes-in-health-insurance-coverage-due-to-the-covid-19-recession--preliminary-estimates-using-microsimulation.html?cid=xem_other_unpd_ini:quickstrike_dte:20200713_des:coverage%20changes;%20covid
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/placenta-lacks-major-molecules-used-sars-cov-2-virus-cause-infection
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(20)30338-4/fulltext
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• FDA COVID-19 Update: Daily Roundup, July 14 
o FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for a nerve simulator to treat 

COVID-19 patients experiencing worsened asthma-related shortness of breath and 
reduced airflow.  

o FDA issued a EUA for a continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) sleep apnea mask 
that was modified to work as a respirator by combining it with an N95 mask.  

o FDA scientists identified specific areas of spike proteins on the surface of SARS-CoV-
2 that appear to trigger strong protective antibody responses in rabbits exposed to the 
virus. These insights could help scientists predict and evaluate whether vaccines under 
development will offer clinical benefit. 

 
 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• European Regulatory Update for Asset Managers, July 13  

• Spotlight on UK supply chains as UK authorities investigate lockdown working 
conditions, July 10 

• COVID Public Nuisance Claims Are Coming: Opioid Litigation May Be A Model for the 
Next Wave of Public Health Litigation, July 10 

 

Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-july-13-2020
https://www.fda.gov/media/139967/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/ventilators-and-ventilator-accessories-euas
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/biologics-research-projects/study-antibody-response-sars-cov-2-spike-proteins-could-help-inform-vaccine-design
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2020/July/Podcast-COVID-19-European-Regulatory-Update-for-Asset-Managers-13-July-2020?utm_source=podcast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Podcast-COVID-19-European-Regulatory-Update-for-Asset-Managers-13-July-2020&utm_content=coronavirus
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/07/Business-and-human-rights-Spotlight-on-supply-chains-as-UK-authorities-investigate?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Business-and-human-rights-Spotlight-on-supply-chains-as-UK-authorities-investigate&utm_content=coronavirus
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/07/Business-and-human-rights-Spotlight-on-supply-chains-as-UK-authorities-investigate?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Business-and-human-rights-Spotlight-on-supply-chains-as-UK-authorities-investigate&utm_content=coronavirus
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/health/document/X1DMTITG000000
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/product/health/document/X1DMTITG000000
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

