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Summary  
 
The United States has 3,858,686 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 141,426 reported related 
deaths. President Trump plans to hold a press conference on COVID-19 this evening. CDC data 
suggests that the number of people infected with the coronavirus in different parts of the United 
States is anywhere from two to 13 times higher than the reported rates for those regions. 
Department of Justice indicted two hackers working with the Chinese government for allegedly 
targeting firms developing coronavirus vaccines and stealing hundreds of millions of dollars in 
trade secrets and intellectual property. Executives from several drug companies testified on 
COVID-19 vaccines before the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s oversight panel on 
Tuesday, July 21, including AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson, Moderna Therapeutics, Merck, 
and Pfizer. Department of Health and Human Services unveiled its new HHS Protect webpage 
on Monday, July 20, publishing available data on COVID-19 hospitalizations.  
 
In Texas, Hidalgo County issued a stay-at-home order; Governor Abbott advised that the order is 
“simply a recommendation” as his current statewide order does not allow local governments to 
enforce their own stay-at-home orders. In California, Governor Newsom announced that hair and 
nail salons may operate outside under a tent or a canopy. Officials tested raw sewage at 
Yosemite National Park and confirmed the presence of the virus; Biobot Analytics reported that 
based on the samples, as many as 170 people were infected with COVID-19 in the park. The 
Washington Nationals announced that Dr. Fauci will throw the ceremonial first pitch on Opening 
Day on Thursday, July 23. China’s aviation authority announced that air passengers to China 
must provide a negative coronavirus test result before boarding the flight. 
 
New York reported two deaths, 724 hospitalizations, and 163 COVID-19 patients in intensive 
care on Monday, July 20. Approximately 855, or 1.29%, of the 66,169 tests conducted in New 
York on July 20 were positive for COVID-19. New York will now require travelers from a total 
of 31 states to quarantine for 14 days. Ten states were added to the advisory: Alaska, Delaware, 
Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Nebraska, Montana, North Dakota, Washington, and Virginia. 
Governor Cuomo announced that New York suspended liquor licenses of four bars on July 20 
for violating social distancing rules; the State has filed a total of 410 charges against New York 
eating and drinking establishments. Metropolitan Transit Authority officials warned of severe 
service cuts as MTA faces a $16.2 billion shortfall through 2024. NYC Health + Hospitals 
announced new services and amenities at the City’s quarantine hotels, including free meals, 
health care services, and access to medications regardless of insurance status. New York City 
residents who test positive for COVID-19, or fear that they were exposed to the virus, may be 
eligible to receive a free hotel room for up to 14 days. 
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Presidential updates         
• Vice President Holds Governors Briefing on COVID-19 Response, July 20  

o Vice President Pence led a discussion on COVID-19 with state governors and the 
White House coronavirus task force.   

o Pence acknowledged the recent COVID-19 outbreaks across certain Sunbelt States and 
offered federal support to any state that “starts to see initial indications of a rise in [the] 
test positivity rate and new cases.”   

o Dr. Birx recently traveled to several states to address spikes in COVID-19 cases, 
including Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina.  

o Pence urged Americans to adhere to state and local guidelines and to wear face 
coverings when social distancing cannot be maintained.  

o The group discussed the Administration’s priorities for a coronavirus relief package 
including, additional assistance for businesses, incentivizing a return to employment, 
greater flexibility for states, liability protections, a payroll tax cut, and additional state 
support for re-opening K-12 schools in a safe and responsible manner.  

 
World Health Organization (WHO)       
• COVID-19 Situation Report – 182, July 20 

o Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) Director Etienne advocated for integrating 
psychosocial support and mental health services as part of the COVID-19 response.  

o WHO highlighted 33 international emergency medical deployments related to COVID-
19, over half of which are currently ongoing.   

 
• Chinese Officials Promote WHO Visit as Evidence of Transparency, July 21 

o WHO recently sent an investigative team to China to investigate the source of the 
coronavirus and how COVID-19 transitioned to humans from animals.  

o China placed the team under a standard 14-day quarantine upon entry. The research is 
projected to take months, if not longer. Officials predict the investigation will face 
several roadblocks and noted that Chinese experts may be unwilling to share research 
because of the broader geopolitical climate.  

o Chinese officials have sought to reframe WHO’s visit as a sign of China’s confidence 
and strength. Reports in the state-run news media have described the visit by WHO as a 
reflection of China’s “open attitude.” Chinese officials have continued to call on WHO 
to widen its analysis to include other countries.  

o Secretary of State Pompeo recently criticized the investigation and stated that he 
expects it to be a “completely whitewashed investigation.” 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)       
• Commercial Laboratory Seroprevalence Survey Data, July 21  

o CDC released results from a large-scale geographic seroprevalence survey that tested 
clinical blood specimens for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies across ten cities and states.  

o The blood samples were collected from people who had routine clinical tests, or were 
inpatients at hospitals in Connecticut, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, New York City, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, South Florida, Utah, and Western Washington State.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-072020/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200720-covid-19-sitrep-182.pdf?sfvrsn=60aabc5c_2
https://www.paho.org/en/news/17-7-2020-women-leaders-call-integrating-mental-health-covid-19-response
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200720-covid-19-sitrep-182.pdf?sfvrsn=60aabc5c_2
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/world/asia/china-coronavirus-who.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/commercial-lab-surveys.html
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o The data suggest that the number of people infected with the coronavirus in different 
parts of the United States is anywhere from two to 13 times higher than the reported 
rates for those regions.   

o In some regions, the gap between estimated infections and reported cases decreased as 
testing capacity and reporting improved. New York City, for example, showed a 12-fold 
difference between actual infections and the reported rate in early April, and a 10-fold 
difference in early May. 

o CDC researchers commented that “these data continue to show that the number of 
people who have been infected with the virus that causes COVID-19 far exceeds the 
number of reported cases” as “many of these people likely had no symptoms or mild 
illness and may have had no idea that they were infected.” 

 
• Health Department Data System Officially Launches and Replaces CDC System, July 21  

o Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) unveiled its new HHS Protect 
webpage, publishing available COVID-19 hospitalization data.   

o The system replaces a CDC system and relies on outside vendors who have received at 
least $35 million in federal funding. 

o HHS Chief Information Officer Arrieta commented that the data set is “more robust and 
has more coverage than anything we have published, historically, before.” The new 
HHS database collects data from 4,500 of the country’s roughly 6,200 hospitals while 
CDC’s system collected data from 3,000 hospitals.  

o According to Arrieta, the publicly available HHS portal uses the same “predictive 
models” that had been used by CDC to analyze the raw data collected. The raw data 
itself will be available for hospitals to download and incorporate into their own 
dashboards and analyses if they wish to do so 

 
New York State         
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, July 21 

o New York reported 2 deaths, 724 hospitalizations, and 163 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on Monday, July 20.  

o Approximately 855, or 1.29%, of the 66,169 tests conducted in New York on July 20 
were positive for COVID-19.  

o Governor Cuomo warned that “it’s only a matter of time” until COVID-19 infections 
begin to rise in New York because of travelers from “other states.”   

o The State suspended the liquor licenses of four bars for violating social distancing rules 
on July 20. Overall, the State has suspended 27 licenses and issued 410 charges. 

o Governor Cuomo commented that “I’m sorry it’s come to this, but it’s a dangerous 
situation and I’ve said it many, many times – we never opened bars. This was a violation 
by them from the beginning.”  

o Cuomo noted that bars have “exploited the existing regulations” by taking outdoor 
dining as an opportunity to facilitate outdoor drinking. Cuomo warned that this is a 
“significant problem” as more young people are seen drinking in open spaces.  

o New York established two COVID-19 testing sites in Savannah, Georgia. The sites will 
conduct up to 500 tests per day and will distribute personal protective equipment (PPE) 
including masks, face shields, gloves, gowns, and hand sanitizer.   

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/health/coronavirus-infections-us.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/20/coronavirus-hhs-hospital-data-373269
https://protect-public.hhs.gov/pages/hospital-capacity
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-individuals-traveling-new-york-10-additional-states-will-be-required
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/audio-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-guest-nbcs-today-show-gabe-gutierrez
https://www.newsday.com/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-long-island-new-york-1.47123308
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• Ten States Added to New York Mandatory Quarantine List, July 21 
o New York will now require travelers from a total of 31 states to quarantine for 14 days 

upon entry to the state.  
o Minnesota was removed from the advisory, and ten states were added to the list: Alaska, 

Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Nebraska, Montana, North Dakota, 
Washington, and Virginia.  

o The quarantine applies to any person arriving from a state with a positive test rate higher 
than 10 per 100,000 residents over a seven-day rolling average or a state with a 10 
percent or higher positivity rate over a seven-day rolling average. 
 

• New York Nursing Home Vacancies Soar During COVID-19 Crisis, July 20 
o According to CDC data, occupancy rates at 146 of the State’s 600 nursing homes and 

rehab facilities fell by more than 20% since the end of last year. Most vacancies 
occurred in New York City and the surrounding suburbs. 

o The occupancy rate at some facilities fell by more than 40% through the first week of 
June.  

o Industry sources indicated that the fear of a loved one catching COVID-19 and strict 
visitation restrictions partially caused the drop in people moving family members into a 
nursing home. Nursing homes and rehab centers also report receiving fewer hospital 
referrals for patients requiring post-surgical care.  

 
New York City     
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, July 21 

o Mayor de Blasio described crowded bars and restaurants defying social distancing rules 
as “totally unacceptable” and warned that the City would issue fines for non-
compliance.  

o New Yorkers who test positive for COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the 
virus can qualify for a free hotel room for up to 14 days to safely self-isolate. NYC 
Health + Hospitals announced new services and amenities for quarantine hotels, 
including free meals, transportation, health care services, telepsychiatry services, and 
access to medications regardless of insurance status.  

o New York City Department of Health (NYCDOH) announced a new ad campaign to 
honor essential workers. Health Commissioner Barbot praised those on the front lines of 
the COVID-19 response and noted that “we are honored to recognize their bravery and 
their service.”   
 

• New York Subway Plans for Deep Cuts, July 21 
o Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) projections show a budget shortfall of 

$16.2 billion through 2024. In recent weeks, daily subway ridership has plateaued at 
around 20% of its usual 5.5 million passengers. 

o MTA officials report the potential for severe cuts including reducing service, slashing 
the transit workforce, scrapping planned infrastructure improvements, raising tolls 
beyond scheduled increases, and adding to MTA’s debt. 

o MTA Chairman Foye noted that “there have been financial crises before, but never one 
where the deficits were measured in billions on top of billions on top of billions of 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-individuals-traveling-new-york-10-additional-states-will-be-required
https://nypost.com/2020/07/20/ny-nursing-home-vacancies-soar-during-covid-19-crisis-report-shows/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/532-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-appears-inside-city-hall
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/532-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-appears-inside-city-hall
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/pressrelease/nyc-health-hospitals-announce-new-services-for-nyers-to-safely-separate/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/about/press/pr2020/heroes-of-covid-campaign.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/nyregion/mta-subway-financial-cuts.html
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dollars” and “that’s why these unpalatable, unacceptable alternatives have to be 
considered.” 
 

Other Related Updates  
• Pharmaceutical Companies Testify Before Congress on COVID-19 Vaccine, July 21  

o Executives from several drug companies testified on COVID-19 vaccines before the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee’s oversight panel, including AstraZeneca, 
Johnson & Johnson, Moderna Therapeutics, Merck, and Pfizer.  

o The companies are each testing proprietary COVID-19 vaccines in various phases of 
human clinical trials. Prepared remarks revealed differing timelines and thoughts on cost 
and access. 

o AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson, and Moderna received federal funding for their 
vaccine development efforts. AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson pledged to produce 
hundreds of millions of doses of their vaccines at no profit to themselves.  

o Moderna, which received $483 million in federal funding, and Pfizer stated that they 
would seek profit for their products.  

o Merck’s executive vice president commented that “speed is important, but we will not 
compromise scientific efficacy, quality, and above all, safety, despite the sense of 
urgency we all feel.” 

 
• Study Provides Insight Into COVID-19 Transmission from Older Children, July 20  

o A recent study, published in Emerging Infectious Diseases, found that children aged 10 
to 19 might spread SARS-CoV-2 to household members more readily than adults do.  

o Researchers in South Korea followed nearly 60,000 contacts of 5,700 COVID-19 index 
patients for roughly 10 days. Approximately 12% of household contacts were infected, 
compared to 2% of non-household contacts.  

o When the index patient was aged 10 to 19 years, 19% of household contacts were 
infected. In contrast, when the index patient was aged 30 to 49, 12% of household 
members were infected. When the index patient was aged 0 to 9 years, just 5% of 
household contacts were infected.  

 
• Health Department COVID-19 Updates, July 20  

o Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued guidance to ensure that 
recipients of federal financial assistance understand their obligations under applicable 
federal civil rights laws during the pandemic, including state and local agencies, 
hospitals, and other health care providers. 

o HHS announced the National COVID-19 Testing Implementation Forum, a new 
program to capture feedback between federal officials and the private sector on COVID-
19 testing and diagnostics. Members of the Forum will provide their perspective on how 
HHS can best identify and address end-to-end testing supply chain issues across 
commercial, public health, and academic sectors and define optimal testing in various 
settings, such as diagnostic, screening, and surveillance.  

 
 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2020/07/20/covid-19-vaccine-house-hearing-non-profit-low-price-possible/5475329002/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315_article
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020-news-releases/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/20/ocr-issues-guidance-on-civil-rights-protections-prohibiting-discrimination-during-covid-19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/21/hhs-announces-national-covid-19-testing-implementation-forum.html
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• Labor Department Publishes Guidance on Pandemic Wage and Hour Rules, July 20  
o Department of Labor published additional guidance for workers and employers on how 

the protections and requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), the Family 
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), and the Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
(FFCRA) affect the workplace.  

o These materials include a fact sheet for employees, a fact sheet for employers, and a 
FAQ resource about paid sick and expanded family and medical leave under the 
FFCRA.  

o DOL produced two guidance posters, one for federal workers and one for all other 
employees, that fulfill notice requirements for employers obligated to inform employees 
of their FFCRA rights.  

 
• FDA COVID-19 Update: Daily Roundup, July 21 

o FDA highlighted its pandemic consumer protection initiatives, including issuing 
warning letters to stop the illicit sale of fraudulent COVID-19 treatments.  

o FDA extended an enforcement discretion policy for certain products for an additional six 
months due to challenges presented by the pandemic.  

o FDA issued guidance to expand the availability of COVID-19 test transport media, the 
liquid that maintains a specimen sample while it travels to a laboratory. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere: 

• Non-binding Guidance: FDA Regulation of COVID-19 Diagnostic Tests and Return to 
Work, July 21  

• COVID-19: Market Declines and Falling Out of Carry: Considerations for Fund Sponsors 
and Investors, July 17 

• Disputing Tax: CARES Act Payroll Tax Provisions and Factors Employers Should 
Consider in Their Coronavirus Response, July 15 

• US Universities and Hospitals Facing Increased Cyber Attacks in Time of COVID-19, 
July 14 

 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200720-0
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-employee-paid-leave
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-employer-paid-leave
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/posters/FFCRA_Poster_WH1422_Federal.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/posters/FFCRA_Poster_WH1422_Non-Federal.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/posters/FFCRA_Poster_WH1422_Non-Federal.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-july-20-2020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/fda-protects-patients-and-consumers-fraud-during-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-extends-enforcement-discretion-policy-certain-regenerative-medicine-products
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-viral-transport-media-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public-health
https://react.ropesgray.com/reaction/Link/Click?ct=5B826E149BE547EDCDDF84A59E2A941EDFF51&t=1
https://react.ropesgray.com/reaction/Link/Click?ct=5B826E149BE547EDCDDF84A59E2A941EDFF51&t=1
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2020/July/Podcast-COVID-19-Market-Declines-Falling-Out-of-Carry-Considerations-for-Fund-Sponsors-and-Investors?utm_source=podcast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Podcast-COVID-19-Market-Declines-Falling-Out-of-Carry-Considerations-for-Fund-Sponsors-and-Investors&utm_content=coronavirusAM
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2020/July/Podcast-COVID-19-Market-Declines-Falling-Out-of-Carry-Considerations-for-Fund-Sponsors-and-Investors?utm_source=podcast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Podcast-COVID-19-Market-Declines-Falling-Out-of-Carry-Considerations-for-Fund-Sponsors-and-Investors&utm_content=coronavirusAM
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2020/July/Podcast-Disputing-Tax-CARES-Act-Payroll-Tax-Provisions-and-Factors-Employers
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2020/July/Podcast-Disputing-Tax-CARES-Act-Payroll-Tax-Provisions-and-Factors-Employers
https://ropesgrayinsights.passle.net/post/102gbhs/us-universities-and-hospitals-facing-increased-cyber-attacks-in-time-of-covid-19
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

