
 

July 6, 2020 

Summary  
 
The United States has 2,910,023 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 130,090 reported related 
deaths. Three leading health organizations, including American Medical Association, issued an 
open letter urging Americans to wear face coverings in public. The letter urged the country to 
“resist confusing re-opening with returning to normalcy” as “doing so will escalate this crisis and 
result in more suffering and death.” FDA issued an emergency use authorization to CDC for a 
diagnostic test which simultaneously detects the viruses that cause COVID-19 and influenza. An 
average of 661,811 people per day passed through U.S. airport security during the July 4 holiday 
weekend, up more than 90% compared with first five days of June but down more than 72% 
compared with the same period in 2019. Regeneron announced the launch of a late-stage clinical 
trial to evaluate the effectiveness of an antibody cocktail in preventing and treating COVID-19.   
 
The number of COVID-19 hospitalizations grew by 5% or more on Sunday, July 5, in 23 states, 
based on a seven-day moving average. Former FDA Commissioner Gottlieb warned that states 
with surging outbreaks are not testing enough people. The supply chain for diagnostic tests, 
which includes sample-collection swabs and chemical reagents, has been strained since the start 
of the pandemic. LabCorp and Quest, two of the largest test manufacturers in the world, report 
experiencing a processing backlog amid the recent spike in demand. In Florida, Miami Mayor 
Gimenez ordered restaurants, party venues, and gyms to close, starting on Wednesday, July 8. In 
Texas, local officials warned that Dallas County is experiencing “rampant community spread” 
and pleaded with residents to “move from selfishness to sacrifice” and wear a mask in public. 
Britain announced a $2 billion bailout for cultural and heritage institutions to “help safeguard the 
sector for future generations.”  
 
New York reported 9 deaths, 817 COVID-19 hospitalizations, and 170 virus cases in intensive 
care on Monday, July 6. Approximately 1% of the 54,328 tests conducted in New York on July 5 
were positive for COVID-19. New York State Department of Health is finalizing guidance on 
the possible re-opening of schools in September. Governor Cuomo reported increased violations 
of social distancing and mask requirements across the State, and called for increased local 
government enforcement. The Mid-Hudson region will enter phase four of re-opening on 
Tuesday, July 7, followed by Long Island on Wednesday, July 8. New York City entered phase 
three of re-opening on Monday, June 6, which allowed nail salons, spas, and tattoo parlors to re-
open with restrictions. As commuters return to work in the City, Metropolitan Transit Authority 
reported an increase in average daily bus ridership. Riders describe buses as a safer and less-
stressful alternative to the subway because riders can wait outside for the bus, and see how clean 
or crowded a bus is before paying the fare. 
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Presidential updates         
• President Trump Comments on COVID-19 Spread, July 6  

o President Trump recently claimed that 99% of COVID-19 cases are “totally harmless.” 
o White House Chief of Staff Meadows defended President Trump’s statement. Meadows 

stated “when you look start to look at the stats and all the numbers that we have, the 
amount of testing that we have, the vast majority of people are safe from this.”  

o Meadows added that “outside of comorbidities,” like diabetes or hypertension, the 
“risks are extremely low.”  

o Former FDA Commissioner Gottlieb commented that “certainly more than one percent 
of people get serious illness” from contracting COVID-19. Gottlieb noted that between 
two and five percent of infected people need to be hospitalized. Gottlieb highlighted 
that 10 to 15% of people with COVID-19 develop COVID-19 pneumonia.  

 
World Health Organization (WHO)       
• COVID-19 Situation Report – 167, July 5  

o WHO accepted the Solidarity Trial’s International Steering Committee’s 
recommendation to discontinue clinical trials of hydroxychloroquine and lopinavir/ 
ritonavir for the treatment of hospitalized COVID-19 patients.  

o A review of evidence from the trials showed that the drugs produced little or no 
reduction in mortality in hospitalized COVID-19 patients when compared with the 
standard of care.  

o The decision does not affect the possible evaluation of these drugs in non-hospitalized 
patients or as pre- or post-exposure prophylaxis for COVID-19.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)      
• CDC Creates Combination Diagnostic Tests for COVID-19 and Influenza, July 3  

o FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) to CDC for a combination 
diagnostic test in which a single patient sample is tested for the viruses that cause 
influenza and COVID-19.   

o According to FDA, combination testing has several advantages. Taking just one sample 
from a patient alleviates the need for multiple samplings, allowing for less discomfort 
for the patient with faster and more comprehensive results. Combination tests also 
require fewer supplies, such as swabs and personal protective equipment, and reduce 
pressure on the supply chain for reagents.  

 
• COVIDView Weekly Surveillance Summary of U.S. COVID-19 Activity, July 3  

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for the week ending June 27. 
o The national percentage of respiratory specimens testing positive for COVID-19 

increased slightly from the previous week from 8.1% to 8.7%. The national increase 
was driven by increases in seven surveillance regions, with the largest increase in the 
southeast, south central, and southwest.  

o The overall cumulative hospitalization rate is 102.5 per 100,000 up from 98.4 per 
100,000 during the previous week. The highest rates were in people 65 years and older, 
at 306.7 per 100,000, up from 297.6 per 100,000.  

o Based on death certificate data, the percentage of total deaths attributed to pneumonia, 
influenza, or COVID-19 decreased from 9% to 5.9% from the prior week. Mortality is 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-2020-salute-america/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-2020-salute-america/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/06/meadows-defends-trump-claim-99-percent-covid-19-cases-harmless/5382610002/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live/video/20200705143022-face-the-nation-july-5th-2020/#x
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200705-covid-19-sitrep-167.pdf?sfvrsn=17e7e3df_4
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/04-07-2020-who-discontinues-hydroxychloroquine-and-lopinavir-ritonavir-treatment-arms-for-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/testing.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/139744/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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currently at the epidemic threshold but will likely increase as additional death 
certificates are processed following the holiday weekend.   

 
• COVID-19 Considerations for Animal Activities at Fairs and Agricultural Shows, July 6  

o CDC highlighted COVID-19 considerations for events that bring together people and 
animals, such as fairs and agricultural shows.  

o CDC urged event organizers to consider the potential for COVID-19 to spread from 
person to person, person to animal, and possibly from animal to animal. The risk of 
animal-to-person transmission is considered low but transmission remains possible 
during close contact.  

o CDC recommends implementing additional precautions to maintain separation between 
any species shown to be susceptible to SARS-CoV-2, including cats, dogs, and small 
mammals such as mink, ferrets, and rabbits.    

 
New York State         
• New York State COVID-19 Update, July 5  

o New York reported 9 deaths, 817 COVID-19 hospitalizations, and 170 virus patients in 
intensive care on Monday, July 6.   

o Approximately 1% of the 54,328 tests conducted in New York on July 5 were positive 
for COVID-19. 

o New York City entered phase three of re-opening on Monday, June 6, which allowed 
nail salons, spas, and tattoo parlors to re-open. The City has delayed indefinitely the re-
opening of indoor dining at restaurants.  

o The Mid-Hudson region will enter phase four of re-opening on Tuesday, July 7. Long 
Island is on track to enter phase four on Wednesday, July 8.  

o New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), in consultation with the Reimagine 
Education Advisory Council, is finalizing guidance on the possible re-opening of 
schools in September.  

o Casinos and movie theaters will remain closed as the State continues to review data on 
safely re-opening these establishments. The New York State Fair will be cancelled this 
summer.  

o Governor Cuomo reported increased violations of social distancing and mask 
requirements across the State, and called for increased local government enforcement.  

o Governor Cuomo stated that President Trump is “facilitating” and “enabling” the 
pandemic by downplaying the severity of the virus. Cuomo suggested that Trump could 
curb the outbreak by acknowledging the problem and by wearing a mask in public.  

 
New York City    
• Bus Ridership Rises in New York City, July 6  

o As commuters return to work in the City, Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) 
reports that more riders have chosen to take the bus over the subway.  

o In June, the average daily ridership on City buses was 830,000 riders, compared with 
752,000 riders on the subway. This is in stark contrast to pre-pandemic bus ridership 
trends; across the country, bus ridership fell every year for the last seven years, 
reaching its lowest level last year since the early 1970s. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/animals/events-animal-activities.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-york-city-enters-phase-iii-reopening-without-indoor-dining-and
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/nyregion/mta-buses-nyc-coronavirus.html


4 

o Riders describe buses as a safer and less-stressful alternative because riders can wait 
outside for the bus, and see how clean or crowded a bus is before paying the fare. 

 
• Health Department Issues COVID-19 Guidance, July 2  

o New York City Department of Health (NYCDOH) issued guidance on COVID-19 for 
religious and funeral service providers. 

o NYCDOH updated guidance on available COVID-19 resources for neighborhoods 
across all five boroughs, including health services, grab-and-go meals, and community 
organizations related to financial stability and housing assistance.  

 
Other Related Updates  
• Open Letter on Mask Use During the Pandemic, July 6  

o Three leading health organizations issued an open letter urging Americans to wear face 
coverings in public, including American Hospital Association, American Medical 
Association, and American Nurses Association.  

o The letter warns that “in the weeks since states began re-opening, some of the steps that 
were critical to the progress we made were too quickly abandoned,” including mask use 
and social distancing. 

o The letter notes that some hospitals are nearing intensive care unit (ICU) capacity and 
highlighted personal protective equipment and testing supply shortages. The letter 
urged the country to “resist confusing re-opening with returning to normalcy” as “doing 
so will escalate this crisis and result in more suffering and death.”    

 
• Regeneron Announces Start of Phase Three COVID-19 Prevention Trial, July 6  

o Regeneron announced the beginning of a phase three clinical trial in collaboration with 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), of REGN-COV2, a 
cocktail of two monoclonal antibodies for the treatment of COVID-19.  

o The study is also examining whether the drug could prevent infection among uninfected 
people who have had close exposure to a COVID-19 patient.  

o Regeneron received $160 million from the federal government to test and manufacture 
the drug. Regeneron developed a similar treatment for Ebola, and hopes to have a 
treatment available for the COVID-19 as early as the fall.  

o Regeneron’s announcement comes days after the company announced that a separate 
study of its rheumatoid arthritis treatment, Kevzara, failed to produce results in patients 
with COVID-19. 

 
• Federal Workforce Plans to Return to the Office, July 6  

o Federal agencies have adopted a patchwork of re-opening plans.  
o Department of Energy (DoE) authorized 20% of employees, as many as 600 workers, to 

return to work at DoE headquarters on a full- or part-time basis. Department of the 
Interior anticipates that approximately 1,000 workers will return to its main office near 
the White House. Department of Defense authorized up to 80% of its workforce to 
return to office spaces, which could result in as many as 18,000 employees inside the 
Pentagon building.  

o Other agencies have adopted less aggressive strategies. Department of Homeland 
Security is still emphasizing telework options, while United States Citizenship and 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/businesses/covid-19-reopening-religious-funeral-services.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-communities.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/world/coronavirus-updates.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-07/AMA-AHA-ANA-masks-letter.pdf
https://investor.regeneron.com/news-releases/news-release-details/regeneron-announces-start-regn-cov2-phase-3-covid-19-prevention
https://investor.regeneron.com/news-releases/news-release-details/regeneron-and-sanofi-provide-update-kevzarar-sarilumab-phase-3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/us/politics/coronavirus-federal-government.html
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Immigration Services has given employees the option to extend work from home as late 
as September. 

o President of the American Federation of Government Employees, the largest union 
representing federal workers in Washington, D.C., commented that “federal employees 
have been working throughout the entire pandemic [and] to move them to a work site 
so the administration can say they re-opened the government is irresponsible.”   

 
• Mathematical Modelling Study on the Association Between Mobility Patterns and COVID-

19 Transmission in the United States, July 3  
o A recent study, published in The Lancet, offers additional evidence that physical 

distancing can slow the spread of COVID-19.  
o Researchers used mobility data from cell phones to estimate movement patterns across 

the United States from January through mid-April.  
o The study found that decreases in mobility were strongly associated with decreases in 

COVID-19 case growth. The effect was not seen until at least nine to 12 days after 
mobility decreased, which aligns with the incubation period of the virus.  

o Researchers concluded that “this study strongly supports a role of social distancing as 
an effective way to mitigate COVID-19 transmission in the USA. Until a COVID-19 
vaccine is widely available, social distancing will remain one of the primary measures 
to combat disease spread.”  

 
• Department of Labor Summarizes Recent Actions on COVID-19, July 6 

o Department of Labor (DOL) summarized recent agency actions on COVID-19.  
o Labor Secretary Scalia issued a statement on the Department’s job report for June. The 

country added 4.8 million jobs in June and the unemployment rate fell to 11.1%, down 
from its peak of 14.7% in April. Scalia expressed that “it is heartening to see 
employment gains across nearly all demographics.”  

o DOL published frequently asked questions for employers on the best practices to 
prevent the spread of infection, workers’ rights to express concerns about workplace 
conditions, COVID-19 testing, worker training, and returning to work.   

o DOL will host a webinar on Wednesday, July 8, for employers on the benefits and 
protections provided by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), 
including paid sick leave, expanded family and medical leave, and available tax credits 
for covered employers.  

 
• Health Department Extends COVID-19 Testing Public-Private Partnership, July 2  

o Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced plans to extend its 
COVID-19 testing partnership with national pharmacy and grocery retail chains, 
including CVS, Rite-Aid, Walgreens, and Quest.  

o The program currently hosts more than 600 testing sites in 48 states. Approximately 
70% of the sites are located in communities with moderate-to-high social vulnerability, 
as evidenced by their racial and ethnic composition, as well as housing, economic, and 
language barrier considerations.    

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30553-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30553-3/fulltext
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200705
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200702
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200702-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200702
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/30/hhs-extends-covid-19-testing-public-private-partnership.html
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• FDA COVID-19 Update: Daily Roundup, July 2  
o FDA created a SARS-CoV-2 reference panel, an independent validation step for 

COVID-19 diagnostic tests, which characterizes a test’s level of detection and 
establishes relative sensitivity among tests. 

o FDA issued a warning about hand sanitizer products that contain methanol, a substance 
often used to create fuel and antifreeze. FDA reports an increase in hand sanitizer 
products that are labeled as containing ethanol but that have tested positive for 
methanol contamination; methanol can be toxic when absorbed through the skin and 
life-threatening when ingested. 

o FDA and Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued a warning letter to a California 
company to cease selling unapproved thymosin-alpha and methylene blue capsules to 
treat or prevent COVID-19.  

  
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-july-2-2020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-july-1-2020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-warn-protect-consumers-dangerous-alcohol-based-hand
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/warning-letters/center-wellness-and-integrative-medicine-608693-06302020
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

