
 

June 23, 2020 

Summary  
 
The United States has 2,329,637 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 120,913 reported related 
deaths. Four top U.S. health officials testified before the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee on Tuesday, June 23, including Dr. Fauci. Fauci warned that the nation is 
experiencing a “disturbing surge” of COVID-19 infections. President Trump signed a 
proclamation to suspend green cards for immigrants outside of the United States, and certain 
work visas through at least the end of the year. The order denies employment permits for as 
many as 525,000 foreign workers, including computer programmers and other skilled workers 
who enter the country under the H-1B visa, as well as seasonal workers in the hospitality 
industry, students on work-study summer programs, and au pairs. The move is part of a broad 
effort by the administration to limit significantly entry into the country during the economic 
downturn caused by the pandemic.   
 
Arizona reported a record number of COVID-19 hospitalizations on Tuesday, June 23. Maine 
announced that indoor service at restaurants will not resume on July 1 as planned due to the high 
risk of COVID-19 transmission “inside” and “in close quarters.” Louisiana officials confirmed 
that 90% of the state’s new cases are from community spread, and not from nursing homes or 
other group living facilities. Texas Governor Abbott commented that the virus was spreading in 
the state at “an unacceptable rate” and that tougher restrictions could be necessary. The 
University of Michigan withdrew from hosting a presidential debate on October 15, citing 
concerns about bringing large numbers of media and campaign officials to the campus amid the 
pandemic. Britain announced plans to lift many virus-related restrictions on July 4, allowing 
pubs, restaurants, and museums to re-open. The new guidelines in Britain cut the required social 
distance between people in half to one meter, or about three feet.  
 
New York reported 10 deaths on Monday, June 22. Approximately 552, or .97%, of the 56,780 
tests conducted in New York on June 21 were positive for COVID-19. Mid-Hudson Valley 
entered phase three of re-opening on Tuesday, June 23, and Long Island is on track to enter 
phase three on Wednesday. New York’s 90-day state-wide moratorium on all evictions recently 
expired. Governor Cuomo partially extended the moratorium for tenants who are either unable to 
pay rent due to COVID-19, or are receiving unemployment insurance. The earlier moratorium 
did not limit which residential and commercial tenants were protected. Housing rights groups 
estimate that in the coming days, 50,000 to 60,000 new eviction cases could be filed in New 
York City’s housing courts, which re-opened on Monday, June 22. New York City announced 
that it will continue to operate its grab-and-go meal hubs throughout the summer to “fight food 
insecurity during the COVID-19 crisis.”  
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 Presidential updates        
• Proclamation Suspending Entry of Aliens Who Present a Risk to the U.S. Labor Market 

Following the Coronavirus Outbreak, June 22  
o President Trump signed a proclamation on immigration “to guard against the impact of 

foreign workers on the United States labor market” while the economy recovers from 
the pandemic.  

o Both sections, described below, expire on December 31, 2020, and “may be continued 
as necessary.” The proclamation does not apply to U.S. citizens and their spouses and 
children. The order further exempts lawful permanent residents. 

o Section One: Section One extends the President’s prior temporary suspension of green 
cards for aliens outside of the United States who do not have a valid immigrant visa. 
The order does not apply to individuals seeking to enter the country on an immigrant 
visa as a health care professional or medical researcher working to combat COVID-19. 
This section was extended on the rationale that labor market is “still stalled with partial 
social distancing measures” and states that there are no other “sufficient alternative 
means to protect unemployed Americans from the threat of competition for scarce jobs 
from new lawful permanent residents.”  

o Section Two: Section Two suspends several job-related non-immigrant visas, including 
certain H-1B, H-2B, H-4, L, and J visas. The New York Times summarized the 
suspended visa categories and the areas affected by the ban, including tech, finance, 
accounting, temporary non-agricultural jobs, internships, researchers, and company 
executives. The order does not apply to individuals seeking to enter the country to 
provide temporary labor or services that are essential to the U.S. food supply chain.  

o Business leaders criticized the order and expressed that it blocks their ability to recruit 
critically needed workers from countries overseas for jobs that Americans are not 
willing to do or are not capable of performing.  

o Google’s chief executive, Sundar Pichai, expressed that he was “disappointed” by the 
decision. Amazon issued a statement that “preventing high skilled professionals from 
entering the country and contributing to America’s economic recovery puts American’s 
global competitiveness at risk.” 

 
• Vice President Briefs Governors on COVID-19 Response & Recovery, June 22  

o Vice President Pence led a discussion with state governors on COVID-19 response 
efforts to expand testing, support long-term care residents, and maintain necessary 
health care capacity.  

o The governors shared updates on recent testing, case trends, and county-specific 
observations. Several governors noted an increase in positive cases in individuals under 
the age of 35. 

o Dr. Birx requested that governors encourage residents who have recovered from 
COVID-19 to donate plasma.  

 
World Health Organization (WHO)       
• COVID-19 Situation Report – 154, June 22   

o WHO Director-General Tedros commented on the recent finding that the steroid 
dexamethasone has benefits for critically ill COVID-19 patients. WHO cautioned that 
the drug should only be used in patients with severe disease under clinical supervision.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-aliens-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-following-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-aliens-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-following-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/business/stock-market-today-coronavirus.html#link-62bfe535
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/us/politics/trump-h1b-work-visas.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery-2/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200622-covid-19-sitrep-154.pdf?sfvrsn=d0249d8d_2
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---22-june-2020
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U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)      
• CDC Issues COVID-19 Guidance, June 23  

o CDC published guidance on COVID-19 for public health rapid response teams.  
o CDC issued recommendations for nail salon employees during the pandemic. CDC 

noted that nail technicians are at risk of contracting COVID-19 because they are in 
close contact with clients and coworkers, and often touch or handle items, cash, or 
merchandise.  

 
• Potential Indirect Effects of the Pandemic on Use of Emergency Departments for Acute 

Life-Threatening Conditions, June 22  
o A recent study, published by CDC as an early release, found that emergency 

department visits for three acute life-threatening conditions declined significantly in the 
10 weeks after the U.S. declared a national emergency over COVID-19, relative to the 
10 weeks before the declaration.  

o Using a CDC surveillance database, researchers found that myocardial infarction visits 
fell by 23%, stroke visits by 20%, and hyperglycemic crisis visits by 10%. The largest 
declines in myocardial infarction and stroke visits were observed among adults aged 65 
and older.  

o The authors noted that “clear, frequent, highly visible communication from public 
health and health care professionals is needed to reinforce the importance of timely care 
for medical emergencies and to assure the public that emergency departments are 
implementing infection prevention and control guidelines.” 

 
• Economic Security during the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Healthy Work Design and Well-

being Perspective, June 22  
o CDC published an article on advancing economic well-being during the pandemic by 

improving the design of work, management practices, and the physical and 
psychosocial work environment. 

o CDC highlighted that the inability to work remotely has health, social, and economic 
impacts. Those working remotely are less exposed to infection, better able to preserve 
their economic security, and already earning more than those who are unable to work 
remotely. During April and May, 57% of those in households earning more than 
$125,000 per year reported working remotely, while only 19% of those in households 
earning less than $60,000 per year reported having this ability. 

o Parents, regardless of their work status, have been affected by daycare and school 
closures during the pandemic. CDC notes that “because women tend to have more 
childcare duties than men, the pandemic will have a disproportionate negative effect on 
women and their employment opportunities; these effects are likely to outlast the 
pandemic.”  

 
New York State         
• State Moratorium on Evictions Expires, June 22  

o In March, New York State imposed a 90-day state-wide moratorium on all evictions 
due to the pandemic. The initial moratorium expired on June 20.  

o Governor Cuomo recently extended the moratorium until August 20, but only for 
tenants who are either unable to pay rent due to COVID-19, or are receiving 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/global-covid-19/rtt-management-introduction.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/nail-salon-employees.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6925e2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6925e2.htm
https://myconvergence.bna.com/ContentItem/External/253454692000000481?ContentSetId=614166&emailAddress=Lauren.Clement@ropesgray.com&reportGuid=34C0B3C1-0A91-451D-AB6E-6E1E4ECC56EA
https://myconvergence.bna.com/ContentItem/External/253454692000000481?ContentSetId=614166&emailAddress=Lauren.Clement@ropesgray.com&reportGuid=34C0B3C1-0A91-451D-AB6E-6E1E4ECC56EA
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/nyregion/nyc-evictions-moratorium-coronavirus.html
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unemployment insurance. The earlier moratorium did not limit which residential and 
commercial tenants were protected. 

o Many fear that tens of thousands of residents will be called into housing courts, which 
re-opened on Monday, June 22. Thousands of cases that were already in progress but 
were paused in March can now resume. Housing rights groups estimate that in the 
coming days, 50,000 to 60,000 new cases could be filed in New York City’s housing 
courts.  

 
• Governor Cuomo Press Release on State COVID-19 Progress, June 22  

o New York reported 10 deaths, 330 COVID-19 patients in intensive care, and 1,122 
total hospitalizations on Monday, June 22.  

o Approximately 552, or .97%, of the 56,780 tests conducted in New York on June 21 
were positive for COVID-19. Governor Cuomo commented that “because of the 
changes New Yorkers made, we now have the lowest transmission rate in the United 
States of America.” 

o Mid-Hudson Valley entered phase three of re-opening on Tuesday, June 23. Long 
Island is on track to enter phase three on Wednesday. Business guidance for phase 
three is available here. 

 
New York City    
• New York City COVID-19 Initiatives, June 23  

o The City announced that it will continue to operate grab-and-go meal hubs throughout 
the summer at 400 sites to “fight food insecurity during the COVID-19 crisis.”  

o The meals are available to any New Yorker. The City has served approximately 30 
million meals during the pandemic and currently provides approximately 550,000 
meals per day.  

o The City plans to hold a virtual graduation celebration on June 30 for all graduating 
classes in the city, featuring musical performances, guest speakers, and contributions 
from educators.    

 
• City Health Department Weekly COVID-19 Update, June 23  

o New York City Department of Health (NYCDOH) summarized updated guidance and 
scientific literature on COVID-19 for the week of June 21.  

o NYCDOH highlighted the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on Black and Latino 
New Yorkers in comparison to their White and Asian counterparts.  

o NYCDOH noted that disparities in health outcomes are “perpetuated by systemic 
racism that assigns value and opportunities based on race and ethnicity and prevents 
communities of color from having equal opportunities for health and well-being.” 

o NYCDOH summarized its efforts to advance health equity during the pandemic, 
including: multi-lingual public health messaging; increased telehealth initiatives; 
access to care for all residents, regardless of immigration status or ability to pay; and 
free hotel stays to prevent COVID-19 transmission.   

o NYCDOH recommended that providers address health inequities by caring for high 
risk patients with underlying health conditions, such as obesity, asthma, cancer, and 
hypertension. NYCDOH notes that these underlying conditions often result from 
environmental factors, including living in food deserts or neighborhoods with poor air 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-states-progress-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-three-industries
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/460-20/mayor-de-blasio-commissioner-garcia-chancellor-carranza-summer-meal-hubs
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/458-20/mayor-de-blasio-chancellor-carranza-citywide-graduation-the-class-2020
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-providers-dear-colleague-updates-06232020.pdf
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quality, reflecting a history of housing segregation and other forms of institutionalized 
racism.  

 
Other Related Updates  
• Federal Health Officials Testify Before House Committee, June 23  

o Four top U.S. health officials testified before the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee on Tuesday, June 23, including Dr. Fauci, CDC Director Redfield, FDA 
Commissioner Hahn, and Assistant Health Secretary Giroir. 

o Dr. Fauci stated that the nation is experiencing a “disturbing surge” of COVID-19 
infections. Fauci stressed that “the next couple of weeks are going to be critical in our 
ability to address those surges we are seeing in Florida, Texas, Arizona, and other 
states.”  

o While deaths from the virus have been dropping over the past few days, Dr. Fauci 
stated that it is too soon to tell whether the numbers mean anything. Fauci noted that 
“deaths always lag considerably behind cases” and warned that the trend may reverse 
itself. 

o CDC Director Redfield warned that the outbreak will coincide with flu season later 
this year, straining hospitals and health workers. Redfield described getting a flu shot 
as a “single act [that] will save lives.”  

 
• Department of Labor Announces Online Tool to Help Workers Determine Eligibility for 

Paid Sick Leave Due to COVID-19, June 23  
o Department of Labor (DOL) launched an interactive online tool to help workers 

determine if they qualify for paid sick leave or extended family and medical leave 
under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA).   

 
• NIH Article on Antibody Tests in COVID-19 Response, June 23  

o More than 300 scientists and clinicians from the federal government, industry, and 
academia convened virtually to discuss the role of serology testing during the 
pandemic. Serology tests for COVID-19 are designed to detect antibodies against 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.  

o The COVID-19 Serology Studies workshop recommended that additional research is 
needed to determine if and to what extent a positive antibody test means a person may 
be protected from reinfection with SARS-CoV-2. NIH emphasized that until such data 
is available, serology tests should not be used as a stand-alone tool to make decisions 
about personal safety related to SARS-CoV-2 exposure.  

o Researchers are pursuing studies in humans and in animal models to better understand 
SARS-CoV-2 immunity. NIH noted that such understanding could help identify 
optimal donors of convalescent plasma that potentially could be used to help treat 
those with severe COVID-19.  

o NIH proposed strategies to expand the accuracy and capacity of these tests to 
distinguish between naturally acquired and vaccine-induced antibodies, which will be 
critical to evaluating COVID-19 vaccine candidates. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/world/coronavirus-updates.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200623
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200623
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/ffcra/benefits-eligibility-webtool
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/experts-identify-steps-expand-improve-antibody-tests-covid-19-response
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• FDA COVID-19 Update: Daily Roundup, June 22  
o FDA has authorized 145 COVID-19 tests under emergency use authorizations (EUAs) 

to date, including 122 molecular tests, 22 antibody tests, and 1 antigen test. 
o FDA issued guidance on the impact of COVID-19 on formal meetings with FDA, 

user-fee application goals and timelines, and policy issues related to device 
development.  

o FDA issued a warning letter to one company for selling fraudulent COVID-19 
products.   

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere: 

• Senate Introduces the “Safeguarding American Innovation Act,” Targeting Foreign 
Influence and Unreported Foreign Ties in Research, June 22  

• European Regulatory Update for Asset Managers, June 22  

• Challenges of “Return to Work” in an Ongoing Pandemic, June 18 

• 2021 Medicare Parts C and D Final Rule: Enhancing Coverage for ESRD and Easing 
Network and MLR Standards, June 17  

 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-22-2020
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/effects-covid-19-public-health-emergency-formal-meetings-and-user-fee-applications-medical-devices
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/warning-letters/north-isle-wellness-center-607947-06192020
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft
https://react.ropesgray.com/reaction/Link/Click?ct=5B836F1D9BE44EE4CDDB85AF9E2A921FD8FA6&t=1
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr2019953
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/2021-Medicare-Parts-C-and-D-Final-Rule-Enhancing-Coverage-for-ESRD-and-Easing-Network?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-Medicare-Parts-C-and-D-Final-Rule-Enhancing-Coverage-for-ESRD-and-Easing-Network
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/2021-Medicare-Parts-C-and-D-Final-Rule-Enhancing-Coverage-for-ESRD-and-Easing-Network?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-Medicare-Parts-C-and-D-Final-Rule-Enhancing-Coverage-for-ESRD-and-Easing-Network
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

