
 

June 25, 2020 

Summary  
 
The United States has 2,398,491 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 122,238 reported related 
deaths. There are now more than 9 million reported COVID-19 cases worldwide. Department of 
Labor reports that another 1.5 million workers filed initial claims for unemployment benefits last 
week. Initial applications for unemployment insurance have steadily declined for thirteen weeks, 
from a record 6.9 million claims in late March. CDC consolidated data from 20 models 
projecting the COVID-19 death rate; national forecasts suggest that the number of cumulative 
COVID-19 deaths will be between 130,000 and 150,000 by July 18. State-level forecasts indicate 
that the number of new deaths will increase in 13 states across the south and west, including 
Arizona, California, Florida, Nevada, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah. 
 
Texas temporarily paused its re-opening process. Governor Abbott issued an executive order 
suspending elective procedures in hospitals across four counties to preserve hospital capacity for 
COVID-19 patients. Texas reports more than 4,300 COVID-19 hospitalizations, more than 
double the number of reported hospitalizations at the beginning of June. In Florida, Governor 
DeSantis urged residents to avoid closed spaces with poor ventilation, crowds, and close contact 
with others. DeSantis attributed the state’s rising infections to younger people who have started 
to socialize in bars and homes, in spite of rules in many municipalities prohibiting group 
gatherings. France announced a “large-scale campaign” to test over a million residents in the 
Paris region for COVID-19 to identify “invisible hotbeds of asymptomatic people.” The 
Democratic National Convention was moved from a 17,000-seat arena to a smaller venue in 
Milwaukee, due to concerns about convening a large crowd during the pandemic.  
 
Approximately 581, or 1.1%, of the 51,144 tests conducted in New York on June 23 were 
positive for COVID-19. Five regions are on track to enter phase four of re-opening on Friday, 
June 26. Phase four allows the following activities to resume: low-risk indoor and outdoor arts 
and entertainment; film and TV production; higher education; and professional sports without 
fans. Governor Cuomo announced that phase four would now allow social gatherings of up to 50 
people and indoor religious gatherings of up to 33% of the site’s capacity. New York City is on 
track to enter phase three of re-opening on July 6, which would allow indoor dining, outdoor 
recreational spaces, and personal care services, such as manicures and tattooing, to resume with 
social-distancing limits. New York City Health Department updated guidance for health care 
personnel, requiring asymptomatic health care workers that were exposed to COVID-19 to self-
quarantine for 14-days. The new policy is based on CDC’s recommendations for areas with 
declining community transmission and was adopted given New York City’s sustained declines in 
COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in recent weeks.   
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Presidential updates        
• President Trump Meets with the President of Poland at the White House, June 24  

o President Trump met with President Duda of Poland, the first foreign leader to visit the 
White House since the pandemic halted diplomatic events in March.  

o The two leaders issued a joint statement, agreeing to work together to strengthen 
economic resilience, protect critical infrastructure, and diversify supply chains.  

o President Trump noted that Polish and American “scientists are going to cooperate and 
collaborate on conducting research concerning [a] vaccine and drugs against 
coronavirus.” Trump stated that Poland will have access to any therapeutics as soon as 
they are developed.    

 
World Health Organization (WHO)       
• WHO Director-General Opening Remarks at COVID-19 Media Briefing, June 24  

o There are now more than 9 million reported COVID-19 cases worldwide. WHO expects 
to reach more than 10 million reported cases over the next week.   

o WHO Director-General Tedros highlighted efforts to provide oxygen to COVID-19 
patients by purchasing oxygen concentrators and pulse oximeters.  

o Severe COVID-19 can deprive cells and organs of oxygen, leading to organ failure and 
death. WHO estimates that, at the current rate of 1 million new cases per week, the 
world needs about 620,000 cubic meters of oxygen a day, which is about 88,000 large 
cylinders. 

o WHO expressed support for Saudi Arabia’s recent decision to limit the number of 
participants in this year’s annual Hajj pilgrimage. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)      
• Interpretation of COVID-19 Death Forecasts, June 24  

o CDC consolidated data from 20 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates of increase differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the 
prevalence and rigor of social distancing behaviors. 

o National forecasts suggest that the number of cumulative COVID-19 deaths will be 
between 130,000 and 150,000 by July 18.  

o State-level forecasts indicate that the number of new deaths will increase in Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Florida, Hawaii, Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah. For other states, the number of new deaths 
is expected to be similar or decrease slightly compared to the previous four weeks. 

 
• Study Associates COVID-19 Outbreak with Air Conditioning in Restaurants, June 24  

o A recent study, published by CDC in Emerging Infectious Diseases, examined a 
COVID-19 outbreak in a restaurant in China.   

o Researchers determined that two families contracted COVID-19 after eating in the same 
air-conditioned restaurant as an infected index patient.  

o The study concluded that the most likely cause of the outbreak was droplet transmission 
due to “strong airflow from the air conditioner” propagating droplets from table to table.  

o A letter to the editor further described the issue. The air conditioner used was a standard, 
wall-mounted, ductless air conditioner, which is used in most countries. The units are 
low-cost in comparison to ducted AC units.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/joint-statement-president-donald-j-trump-president-andrzej-duda/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/joint-statement-president-donald-j-trump-president-andrzej-duda/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-president-duda-republic-poland-joint-press-conference-3/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---24-june-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/7/20-0764_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/9/20-1749_article#r1
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o Wall-mounted ductless systems blow “air directly onto those closest to it, potentially 
disseminating infectious droplets or aerosols along the airflow.” The letter highlights the 
need to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in indoor spaces and suggests several solutions 
including high-efficiency particulate air filters and ultraviolet germicidal irradiation.  

  
• Study on the Prolonged Infectivity of SARS-CoV-2 on Surfaces, June 24  

o A recent study, published by CDC in Emerging Infectious Diseases, examined the 
stability and infectivity of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, on different 
surfaces.  

o Researchers compared the infectivity of two different SARS-CoV-2 samples on 
surfaces. Half of the samples contained the virus only. The other half combined the virus 
with bovine serum to mimic the protein content found in body fluids of the respiratory 
system such as cough droplets, sputum, and airway mucosal secretions.  

o Data showed that SARS-CoV-2 infectivity was “remarkably preserved” in the presence 
of proteins, regardless of the type of surface. Researchers noted that a protein-rich 
medium like airway secretions could protect the virus when it is expelled and may 
enhance its persistence and transmission by contaminated surfaces.  

o The study concluded that “it is plausible that [surfaces] infected with SARS-CoV-2 play 
a key role in the indirect transmission of COVID-19.” This finding supports surface 
cleaning as a necessary action that should be enforced and repeated because “it may play 
a key role in halting SARS-CoV-2 transmission and mitigating the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 
 

New York State         
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, June 25  

o New York reported 17 deaths, 1,071 total hospitalizations, and 290 COVID-19 patients 
in intensive care on Wednesday, June 24. 

o Approximately 581, or 1.1%, of the 51,144 tests conducted in New York on June 23 
were positive for COVID-19.  

o Long Island entered phase three of re-opening on Wednesday, June 24.  
o Five regions are on track to enter phase four of re-opening on Friday, June 26, including 

Central New York, Finger Lakes, Mohawk Valley, North Country, and Southern Tier.  
o Phase four allows the following activities to resume: low-risk indoor and outdoor arts 

and entertainment; film and TV production; higher education; and professional sports 
without fans. State guidance on phase four is available here.  

o Governor Cuomo announced that phase four will allow social gatherings of up to 50 
people and indoor religious gatherings of up to 33% of the site’s capacity. 

 
• New York Attorney General Issues Fraud Alert on Unemployment Benefits Scam, June 24  

o New York Attorney General’s office recently received reports of scammers exploiting 
the State’s unemployment system.  

o Scammers access detailed databases with Personally Identifiable Information (PII) and 
use this information to file fraudulent claims for unemployment benefits.  

o Attorney General James warned that “individuals who have been contacted by the NYS 
Department of Labor about unemployment benefits they did not apply for must be aware 
of the possibility of identity theft.”  

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/9/20-1788_article
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-five-regions-track-enter-phase-iv-reopening-friday
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries
https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2020/attorney-general-james-issues-fraud-alert-protect-new-yorkers-unemployment
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New York City    
• New York City Summer COVID-19 Announcements, June 24  

o All eight City beaches will allow swimming, beginning on July 1. Lifeguards will be on 
duty daily from 10 AM to 6 PM.  

o To encourage social distancing, NYC Parks Ambassadors will continue to staff City 
beaches. Ambassadors will hand out free masks, and urge patrons to maintain social 
distance. If certain sections of the beach become too crowded, visitors will be directed to 
less crowded areas. 

o The City plans to expand the number of public cooling elements available in the most 
heat-burdened communities, such as hydrants, sprinklers, and water fountains.  

o Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will distribute 15,000 reusable water 
bottles city-wide. The City has installed a total of 18,274 free air conditioners for 
eligible seniors to date, including 10,362 units in private homes and 8,597 units in public 
housing buildings. 

o The City expanded its Open Streets programs and closed an additional 23 miles of 
streets to vehicle traffic to allow pedestrians and bikers to safely social distance. There 
are a total of 67 miles of Open Streets across all five boroughs, including nine miles of 
temporary protected bike lanes. 

 
• Health Department Advisory for Health Care Personnel, June 24  

o New York City Department of Health (NYCDOH) issued updated guidance for health 
care personnel on personal protective equipment and work restrictions following 
exposure to COVID-19.   

o NYCDOH highlighted and adopted CDC recommendations for areas with declining 
community transmission, given the sustained declines in COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths in New York City in recent weeks.   

o NYCDOH recommends that all health care personnel use eye protection (goggles or a 
face shield), in addition to a face mask, for all patient encounters, whether or not 
COVID-19 is suspected. An N95 respirator or higher should be worn for any procedure 
that can generate aerosols or might otherwise pose higher risk for transmission.  

o NYCDOH recommends that asymptomatic health care personnel that have been exposed 
to a patient, visitor, or other health care professional with confirmed COVID-19 should 
be excluded from work and self-quarantine for 14 days. 

o The new policy is a strong departure from previous guidance which allowed 
asymptomatic health care providers who were exposed to a suspected or confirmed case 
of COVID-19 to continue to work if a number of conditions were met. 

o NYCDOH noted that exclusion decisions should consider the phase of the pandemic. 
Exclusions become more feasible as staffing shortages become less severe with 
improvements in COVID-19 incidence and hospitalizations. 

 
• Health Department Guidance on Outdoor Activity in New York City, June 24  

o NYCDOH issued guidance for residents on how to safely spend time outside during the 
pandemic.  

o Outdoor gatherings of more than 10 people remain prohibited in the City. NYCDOH 
recommends maintaining strict physical distancing. People at highest risk of severe 
COVID-19 are encouraged to “stay home as much as possible.”  

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/465-20/mayor-de-blasio-new-york-city-s-8-public-beaches-will-open-swimming-starting-july-1
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/466-20/mayor-de-blasio-expands-cool-it-nyc-keep-new-yorkers-cool-safe-this-summer
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/467-20/new-york-city-expands-nation-leading-open-streets-program-23-more-miles-areas-hit-hard-by
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/han/advisory/2020/covid-19-health-care-ppe-restrictions.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-outdoor-activity.pdf
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o NYCDOH cautioned against playing team sports, such as basketball, softball, and 
football, and highlighted several “safe” activities, including biking, fishing, sprinklers, 
gardening, walks, drive-in movies, and photography.  

o City playgrounds opened on Monday, June 22, City beaches will open for swimming on 
July 1, and City pools remain closed.  

 
Other Related Updates  
• Government Accountability Office Issues Report on Federal COVID-19 Response and 

Recovery Efforts, June 25  
o Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued a report assessing federal COVID-19 

response and recovery efforts.  
o GAO found that the Treasury Department, working with Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

delivered more than a million stimulus payments, worth about $1.4 billion, to deceased 
individuals.  

o IRS typically uses death records maintained by Social Security Administration to 
prevent improper payments, but did not do so for the first three batches of stimulus 
payments. GAO recommended several methods to recall the payments.  

o GAO warned that the $660 billion Paycheck Protection Program is vulnerable to fraud, 
because Small Business Administration (SBA) relies on borrower certifications to 
determine whether loans are needed and how funds are being used. GAO calls on SBA 
to develop a mechanism to identify fraud within the program.  

o GAO criticized CDC’s method of counting COVID-19 tests, which combines PCR-tests 
with antibody tests. This practice inflates the percentage of Americans that appear to 
have been tested and gives an unreliable picture of the way the virus is spreading around 
the country. CDC previously noted that it would separate the two metrics, but had not 
resolved the issue as of June 9. 

 
• New York Times Highlights COVID-19 Testing Difficulties, June 25  

o Several public laboratories report being “challenged” to meet the demand for increased 
testing around the country.  

o Labs are unable to obtain the machines needed to run more tests and do not have enough 
staff to conduct testing. These issues are exacerbated by the lack of a national testing 
strategy and a fragmented laboratory system that makes it hard for hospitals and doctor’s 
offices to coordinate with facilities that could handle excess volume. 

o American Clinical Laboratory Association (ACLA) noted that “the global supply for 
high-volume instruments has not been able to keep up with global demand, and that is a 
critical factor to increase testing capacity.” The president of ACLA stated that she does 
not believe there “is any laboratory that has an abundance, or stockpile, of any type of 
supplies right now.” 

o The director of infectious diseases at the Association of Public Health Laboratories 
expressed frustration “that this is still a problem” and noted that “we should be at a place 
where getting a test isn’t as challenging as it used to be.” 

 

https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-625/
https://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-625/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/25/upshot/virus-testing-shortfall-arizona.html
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• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, June 25 
o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 1,480,000 workers filed initial claims 

for unemployment benefits last week. 
o More than 46 million workers have filed for unemployment benefits over the last 

fourteen weeks. Initial applications for unemployment insurance have steadily declined 
for thirteen weeks, from a record 6.9 million claims in late March. 

o 728,120 new claims were filed for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, the federal 
program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and others not 
normally eligible for state jobless benefits.  

 
• Scientists Express Doubts on Efficacy of Widespread COVID-19 Antibody Testing, June 24  

o A group of physicians and academics voiced their concerns about widespread SARS-
CoV-2 antibody testing in a letter published in the British Journal of Medicine.  

o The authors criticized the use of antibody testing on an individual basis. The letter 
emphasized that “a positive result does not indicate immunity.” Those with a positive 
antibody test should “still consider themselves at risk and follow infection control 
policies designed to prevent nosocomial spread and risk of infection.”  

o The letter asserted that “the only current justification for large scale SARS-CoV-2 IgG 
antibody testing is for research purposes, including public health surveillance to inform 
epidemiology.”  

 
• FDA COVID-19 Update: Daily Roundup, June 24  

o FDA launched its first podcast, FDA Insight, discussing the agency’s COVID-19 efforts, 
including the drug development process for a COVID-19 treatment. The podcast 
features FDA Commissioner Hahn and provides insight into key issues involving the 
pandemic.  

o FDA and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued a joint statement on food 
export restrictions pertaining to COVID-19. The statement criticized “efforts by some 
countries to restrict global food exports related to COVID-19 transmission” as 
inconsistent with “the known science of [viral] transmission.” The statement highlighted 
that “there is no evidence that people can contract COVID-19 from food or from food 
packaging.”  

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere: 

• COVID-19 FAQs, June 23 

• Senate Introduces the “Safeguarding American Innovation Act,” Targeting Foreign 
Influence and Unreported Foreign Ties in Research, June 22  

• European Regulatory Update for Asset Managers, June 22  

• Challenges of “Return to Work” in an Ongoing Pandemic, June 18 
 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201302.pdf
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2469
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2420?ijkey=33bb1cce58e0ddd6e5923541068e6877c52b8433&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-24-2020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-insight/fda-insight-fighting-covid-19-fda
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-joint-statement-usda-and-fda-food-export-restrictions-pertaining-covid
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/03/COVID-19-FAQs
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Senate-Introduces-the-Safeguarding-American-Innovation-Act-Targeting-Research-Theft
https://react.ropesgray.com/reaction/Link/Click?ct=5B836F1D9BE44EE4CDDB85AF9E2A921FD8FA6&t=1
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr2019953
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

