
 
 

June 30, 2020 
 
Summary  
 
The United States has 2,612,259 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 126,512 reported related 
deaths. Dr. Anthony Fauci testified at a Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee hearing. He cautioned lawmakers that, if the country fails to contain the current surge 
in cases, new infections could more than double to 100,000 per day. CDC Director Redfield 
further provided testimony regarding the agency’s work in developing a plan to encourage 
Americans to get inoculated, should a COVID-19 vaccine become available. Seven in 10 
Americans have said they would get vaccinated if the COVID-19 vaccine were free and available 
to everyone. Dr. Fauci warned that this may be insufficient to obtain heard immunity. 
Researchers at Florida Atlantic University have found that a well-fitted stitched mask made from 
two layers of quilting fabric is the most effective non-medical alternative for stopping the spread 
of COVID-19 droplets. Senator Lamar Alexander shared that he has asked President Trump to 
wear a mask in public, in an attempt to influence the President’s supporters. 
 
Health officials in California expressed growing alarm and frustration as people refuse to follow 
safety rules. California announced that the State recorded the greatest number of new COVID-19 
cases in a single day on June 29, the third time in eight days the State has broken the record of 
new daily cases. More than 8,000 people tested positive. In Michigan, at least 107 COVID-19 
cases have been traced to a single bar in East Lansing. The European Union announced today 
that most travelers from the United States will be barred from entering the EU after it re-opens 
its borders on July 1. The Chinese government approved the use of an experimental COVID-19 
vaccine for the country’s military.  
 
New York reported seven deaths, 853 total hospitalizations, and 216 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on Monday, June 29. Approximately 524, or 1.01%, of the 52,025 tests conducted 
in New York State were positive for COVID-19. Western New York entered phase four of re-
opening on June 30. Governor Cuomo will announce Wednesday, July 1, whether indoor dining 
in New York City will be delayed. New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut will now require 
travelers from 16 states to self-isolate upon arrival in the tri-state area, doubling the previous 
number of restricted states. The New York State Department of Health published a study 
examining multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), which is associated with 
COVID-19. About one-third of the children with MIS-C had a preexisting condition, the most 
common being obesity.  
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Presidential updates        

• Readout from the Vice President’s Governors Briefing on COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery, June 29 
o Vice President Mike Pence led a discussion with the chief executives of 

approximately 50 States, territories, and the city of Washington, DC, and the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force to discuss local, State, and Federal COVID-19 
response and recovery efforts. 

o Vice President Pence discussed best practices on limiting the COVID-19 spread while 
keeping America open, including encouraging Americans to adhere to state and local 
guidelines and to wear face coverings when social distancing cannot be maintained.  

o Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar urged governors to encourage 
previous COVID-19 patients to donate convalescent plasma. Rear Admiral John 
Polowczyk provided a logistics update on the expansion of domestic production of 
key resources, reporting that 60-70% of States have a 30-60 day supply of personal 
protective equipment.  

 
World Health Organization (WHO)    

• COVID-19 Situation Report – 161, June 30 
o WHO documented “a somber landmark,” observing that “10 million cases and nearly 

500,000 deaths of COVID-19 have now been reported globally.” 
o Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) reported that the United States currently 

accounts for 49% of all cases and 51% of all deaths among its member nations. Brazil 
accounts for 26% of all cases and 23% of all deaths.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)     

• Health Officials Testify at Senate Committee, June 30 
o At a hearing of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, Dr. 

Fauci warned that the number of new infections in the United States could more than 
double to 100,000 per day if the country fails to contain the surge that is now 
underway in many states. 

o He noted that the recent sharp rise in cases, largely in the South and the West, puts 
the entire country at risk. 

o CDC Director Redfield testified that the agency had spent three months developing a 
plan to rebuild “vaccine confidence” to win over Americans skeptical of inoculation.  

o Seven in 10 Americans have said they would get vaccines against the virus if 
immunizations were free and available to everyone, according to recent polling. Dr. 
Fauci warned that this may be insufficient to obtain heard immunity.  
 

• CDC Publishes Animal Testing Guidance, June 29 
o CDC summarized its current understanding of the dangers to animals of COVID-19.  
o Currently there is no evidence that animals can transmit the virus to people. In some 

rare situations, people have spread the virus to certain types of animals. 
o Testing is available if public health and animal health officials agree the animal’s 

case merits testing. Routine testing is not recommended.  
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery-3/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200629-covid-19-sitrep-161.pdf?sfvrsn=74fde64e_2
https://www.paho.org/en/topics/coronavirus-infections/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/30/world/coronavirus-updates.html#link-a378c27
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/7-in-10-americans-would-be-likely-to-get-a-coronavirus-vaccine-a-post-abc-poll-finds/2020/06/01/4d1f8f68-a429-11ea-bb20-ebf0921f3bbd_story.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/animals/animal-testing.html
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• CDC Releases Road Travel Toolkit for Transportation Departments, June 29 
o CDC provided state transportation departments resources, including road sign 

messages, SMS messages, and digital graphics to emphasize the risk of COVID 19 to 
travelers, especially young people. 

o These messages add to the existing messaging toolkit CDC has built for public health 
departments around the country.  
 

• CDC Issues Report on COVID-19 Infection Rate Among Incarcerated and Detained 
Persons, June 29 
o Testing among quarantined contacts of patients with COVID-19 in a correctional and 

detention facility identified a high proportion of asymptomatic and presymptomatic 
cases that were not identified through symptom screening alone.  

o Among 98 incarcerated and detained persons in Louisiana who were quarantined 
because of exposure to the virus, 71 (72%) had laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 
infection identified through serial testing.  

o 45% of patients did not report any symptoms at the time of testing. 
o According to US Department of Justice statistics, approximately 10 million persons 

are admitted to jails each year, and approximately 55% of detainees return to their 
community each week. 

o CDC cautioned that “high rates of COVID-19 transmission in correctional and 
detention facilities also have the potential to influence broader community 
transmission.” 

 
New York State         

• New York State COVID-19 Updates, June 30 
o New York reported 13 deaths, 891 total COVID-19 hospitalizations, and 217 

COVID-19 patients in intensive care on Tuesday, June 30. 
o Approximately 524, or 1.01%, of the 52,025 tests conduced in New York on June 29 

were positive for COVID-19. 
o Western New York entered phase four of re-opening on Tuesday, June 30. Governor 

Cuomo announced that the State will decide on Wednesday, July 1, whether to slow 
down the re-opening of indoor dining in New York City as part of phase three of re-
opening.  
 

• New York State Department of Health Announces Study on Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children, June 29 
o The New York State Department of Health led a study on multisystem inflammatory 

syndrome in children (MIS-C) associated with COVID-19. The study was published 
today in the New England Journal of Medicine. 

o Researchers described 99 confirmed or suspected MIS-C cases. 
o Of the 99 patients, all under age 21 years, 36 had a pre-existing condition, the most 

common being obesity.  
o The peak in the number of MIS-C cases followed the peak in the number of 

laboratory-confirmed pediatric COVID-19 cases by 31 days. Both conditions were 
relatively uncommon in children. Of the 99 patients, there were two fatalities. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/transportation-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/transportation-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6926e2.htm?s_cid=mm6926e2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6926e2.htm?s_cid=mm6926e2_w
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-state-decide-wednesday-whether-slow-reopening-indoor-dining-new-york
https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2020/2020-06-29_covid_study_in_children.htm
https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2020/2020-06-29_covid_study_in_children.htm
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2021756
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2021756
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o Among 78 patients with data on race, 40% were black and 36% were Hispanic. In 
comparison, among persons younger than 21 years of age, an estimated 25% and 32% 
of people living in the New York Metropolitan Region in 2018 were black and 
Hispanic, respectively. Study authors suggest that the higher incidences of MIS-C 
may be a reflection of the well-documented elevated incidence of COVID-19 among 
black and Hispanic communities.  

 
New York City    

• New York City COVID-19 Updates, June 30 
o 1.00% of the tests conducted in New York City on June 29 were positive. 
o New York will decide tomorrow whether to slow re-opening of indoor dining in New 

York City. New Jersey has postponed indoor dining indefinitely.  
o New York City beaches will re-open for swimming July 1. This includes city-run 

beaches and those that are federally controlled. The City plans to open 15 pools by 
August 1. 
 

• Number of States Under Tri-State Quarantine Order Doubles, June 30 
o In a joint effort by the governors of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, travelers 

to the tri-state region are required to self-isolate for 14 days if traveling from states 
where positive tests or positive cases exceeds a certain threshold. 

o Travelers entering from a state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 
residents, or higher than a 10% test positivity rate, over a seven day rolling average, 
are required to quarantine. 

o There are now 16 states subject to the travel restrictions: Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, 
California, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Nevada, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah. 

o People who violate the order may face heavy fines. 
 

Other Related Updates  
• European Union Bars Travelers From U.S. Citing Coronavirus Concerns, June 30 

o European officials announced today that most travelers from the United States will be 
barred from entering the European Union after it reopens its borders July 1.  

o The countries from which travelers will be permitted are: Algeria, Australia, Canada, 
Georgia, Japan, Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, Serbia, South Korea, 
Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay.  

o China will also be included on the list of permitted countries if it allows entry to EU 
travelers in return. 

o The list will be reviewed every two weeks and may be updated as the coronavirus 
situation in other countries changes. 
 

• Small Percentage of People are Responsible for Majority of Coronavirus Spread, June 30 
o Epidemiologists at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine estimate 

that 10 percent of people infected with COVID-19 were responsible for 80 percent of 
new infections. 

https://abc7ny.com/coronavirus-live-updates-covid-quarantine-nyc-layoffs-reopen-new-york/6283944/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-state-decide-wednesday-whether-slow-reopening-indoor-dining-new-york
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/future-of-nycs-indoor-dining-in-limbo-as-covid-cases-tied-to-bars-restaurants-surge-in-us/2491984/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/european-union-bars-travelers-u-s-citing-coronavirus-concerns-n1232333
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/30/science/how-coronavirus-spreads.html
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/articles/5-67
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/articles/5-67
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o Unlike some diseases, such as influenza and smallpox, COVID-19 is prone to sudden 
flares, with a few infected people spreading the disease. Experts caution that they do 
not fully understand why some diseases have more superspreading than others.  

o Doctors have observed that the virus multiplies to bigger numbers inside some people 
than others, and this could increase the chance that the individual transmits the virus. 
However Kristin Nelson, an assistant professor at Emory University, believes the 
biological differences are less significant and the amount of transmission depends on 
social conditions. For example, a bus driver or a nursing home worker may sit at a 
hub in the social network, while most people are less likely to come into contact with 
others. 

o The pattern of superspreading could explain the lag in some countries between the 
arrival of the virus and the rise of the epidemic. 
 

• FDA Takes Action to Help Facilitate Timely Development of Safe, Effective COVID-19 
Vaccines, June 30 
o Federal Drug Administration (“FDA”) issued  guidance on key considerations to 

satisfy requirements for approval of a potential COVID-19 vaccine.  
o The guidance addresses chemistry, manufacturing and control, nonclinical and 

clinical data through development and licensure, and post-licensure safety evaluation 
considerations. 

o The FDA expects that a COVID-19 vaccine would prevent disease or decrease its 
severity in at least 50% of people who are vaccinated. 

o The FDA strongly encourages the inclusion of diverse populations in all phases of 
clinical development, including populations most affected by COVID-19, specifically 
racial and ethnic minorities, as well as adequate representation in late phase trials of 
elderly individuals and those with medical comorbidities. 

o The guidance also discusses the importance of ensuring that the sizes of clinical trials 
are large enough to demonstrate the safety and effectiveness of a vaccine. 
 

• IRS Advises That Taxpayers Should File by July 15 Tax Deadline, June 29 
o The Department of the Treasury and IRS announced yesterday the tax filing and 

payment deadline of July 15 will not be postponed.  
o Individual taxpayers unable to meet the July 15 due date can request an extension of 

time to file until October 15. 
o To receive an extension, taxpayers must estimate their tax liability on the extension 

form and pay any amount due. 
 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere: 

• FDA Response to COVID-19: A Shifting Landscape, June 29 
• Key Considerations for COVID-19 Emergency Triage Policies in Texas, June 26 
• Key Considerations for COVID-19 Emergency Triage Policies in Louisiana, June 26 

 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com  

 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-help-facilitate-timely-development-safe-effective-covid
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-help-facilitate-timely-development-safe-effective-covid
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/development-and-licensure-vaccines-prevent-covid-19
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-should-file-by-july-15-tax-deadline-automatic-extension-to-oct-15-available
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/06/Analysis-FDA-Response-to-COVID-19-A-Shifting-Landscape?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Analysis-FDA-Response-to-COVID-19-A-Shifting-Landscape&utm_content=coronavirus
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/Key-Considerations-for-COVID-19-Emergency-Triage-Policies-in-Texas
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/05/Key-Considerations-for-COVID-19-Emergency-Triage-Policies-in-Louisiana
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

