
 

November 30, 2020 

Summary  
 
The United States has 13,393,166 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 266,932 reported related 
deaths. The country added four million cases in November, more than double its October tally. 
Dr. Fauci warned that last week’s holiday travel and gatherings may lead to increased 
transmission of the virus causing “a surge upon a surge.” Moderna announced that it plans to 
apply for an emergency use authorization for its COVID-19 vaccine candidate today and it may 
be ready to deploy the first doses of the vaccine as early as December 21. Federal health officials 
have begun briefing President-elect Biden and his transition team regarding the pandemic; White 
House coronavirus response coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx said she hopes to meet with the Biden 
team today to discuss government data regarding the virus’s spread. 
 
The growth curve of new COVID-19 cases has slightly flattened in the Midwest as states like 
Wisconsin and Nebraska saw reduced infections in recent weeks. The reduction comes after 
many regional governors imposed public health mandates. Any improvement in the Midwest has 
been offset by explosive growth throughout other parts of the country. Los Angeles County, the 
nation’s most populous county, issued a three-week stay-at-home order effective November 30; 
the order bans people from gathering with anyone outside their household except for religious 
services and protests. Retail stores can remain open with severely limited capacity. University of 
Arizona scientists sent a letter urging state officials to implement a mask mandate and shelter-in-
place ordinance, warning that “if action is not immediately taken, then it risks a catastrophe on a 
scale of the worst natural disaster the state has ever experienced.” Researchers predict 
hospitalizations will exceed Arizona’s state hospital capacity by late December. Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer requested approval from state legislators for a $100 million 
COVID-19 relief plan, arguing that “we simply cannot afford to wait” for federal relief. 
 
New York reported 54 deaths, 3,532 hospitalizations, and 681 COVID-19 patients in intensive 
care on Sunday, November 29. Approximately 6,819, or 4.58%, of the 148,974 tests 
administered in New York on November 30 were positive for COVID-19.  New York residents 
received a record high number of coronavirus tests on Thanksgiving, 219,442 tests.  Governor 
Cuomo ordered New York hospitals to increase bed counts and identify additional staff for hire 
as fears of a second wave escalate; meanwhile, Cuomo asked New Yorkers to remain vigilant 
during the holidays. Mayor de Blasio announced that in-person learning would resume for 
preschool and elementary-school students, but middle schoolers and high schoolers will continue 
to engage in remote learning.  The Rockefeller Tree will be open for public viewing, but will 
limit viewing time to five minutes. 
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Presidential updates         
• Government Officials Brief Biden Transition Team on Pandemic Response, November 29 

o White House coronavirus response coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx told the media that 
she hopes to brief President-elect Biden and his transition team regarding the 
government’s pandemic response on November 30. 

o Birx explained that the federal government has compiled detailed data regarding the 
virus’s spread, which has helped to shape its response efforts. Birx said that one of her 
goals for the November 30 briefing is to discuss that data. 

o Health Secretary Azar said that officials have already briefed the Biden team regarding 
Operation Warp Speed, the federal government’s vaccine and treatment acceleration 
initiative. Azar also said that federal officials will continue to brief the Biden transition 
team to “ensure that they’re getting whatever information they feel they need.” 

 
World Health Organization (WHO)      
• WHO COVID-19 Updates, November 30 

o WHO published a draft overview of the landscape of COVID-19 candidate vaccines. 
o WHO published guidelines on physical activity and sedentary behavior, recommending 

that adults aged 18-64 get at least 150-300 minutes of moderate-intensity or 75-150 
minutes of vigorous-intensity aerobic activity per week. and  A review of scientific 
literature also found “critical” importance between high sedentary behavior and a 
variety of health outcomes, including all-cause mortality. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)       
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, November 25 

o CDC consolidated data from 36 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates of increase differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the 
prevalence and rigor of social distancing behaviors. 

o CDC’s national ensemble forecast indicates that COVID-19 deaths will likely increase 
over the next four weeks. CDC predicts that the number of cumulative COVID-19 
deaths will be between 294,000 and 321,000 by December 19. 

o CDC consolidated data from twelve models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. Five models predict an increase in daily hospitalizations over the next 
four weeks, one model predicts a decrease, and two models are uncertain about the 
direction of the trend. The forecasts estimate 6,700 to 30,000 new COVID-19 
hospitalizations per day by December 21. 

 
New York State         
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, November __ 

o New York reported 54 deaths, 3,532 hospitalizations, and 681 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on Sunday, November 29. 

o Approximately 6,819, or 4.58%, of the 148,974 tests administered in New York on 
November 30 were positive for COVID-19.  

o A new record high number of tests were administered on November 27, with New 
Yorkers taking 219,442 tests on Thanksgiving.   

o Governor Cuomo ordered New York hospitals to increase their bed count and identify 
additional staff as the number of COVID-19 hospitalizations reached a level not seen 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/29/birx-hopes-to-brief-biden-monday-on-coronavirus.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/news
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-landscape-of-covid-19-candidate-vaccines-26-november-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-fourth-straight-week-covid-19-infection-rate-below-1-percent
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-DailyTracker?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-instructs-hospitals-to-prepare-for-covid-19-surge-11606765181
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since May. Governor Cuomo also mentioned that he would consider broader, regional 
lockdowns like those imposed this spring if capacity levels in hospitals became 
burdensome.  The governor said that most virus transmission was the result of 
residential gatherings. 

o Governor Cuomo warned New Yorkers to stay “vigilant” during the holiday season as 
residents travel, stay indoors longer, and interact with family members.  

 
New York City   
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, November 30 

o New York City health officials are ramping up COVID-19 testing to prepare for an 
expected surge in coronavirus cases for returning travelers. The City has set up testing 
sites at John F. Kennedy International Airport and LaGuardia Airport that will remain 
open through the holidays, self-testing sites at Pennsylvania Station and the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal, and a testing site in a movie theater near the Staten Island 
Expressway near the New York-New Jersey border. 

o Automobile traffic is down 10% compared to pre-pandemic levels across New York 
City, driven by the fact that only 10% of white-collar workers have returned to 
Manhattan offices.  Removing business districts from the data set, however, traffic is 
equally or more congested than this time last year due to the increase in residential 
deliveries. 

o New York City officials said that the Rockefeller Tree will be open for public viewing 
this winter, but workers will impose a five-minute viewing limit. 
 

• New York City Public Schools Will Re-open for Some Students in Lower Grades, November 
29 
o In-person learning will re-open for preschoolers and elementary-school students (K-5) 

on December 7. Certain special education students will return to class on December 10. 
Middle-school and high-school students will continue to receive remote instruction.   

o Only students who initially opted for in-person learning will be allowed to return to 
classrooms, and students will need to show proof of a negative test or a doctor’s 
exemption before returning to class 

o New York City closed all of its public schools in mid-November after the positivity rate 
climbed to 3%, a threshold the City set at the beginning of the school year.  With 
studies showing a low infection rate in schools, however, city officials have begun to 
rethink the threshold.  On Friday, New York City’s positivity rate was 3.9%. 

 
Other Related Updates  
• Moderna Announced Vaccine Data, Intention to Apply for Emergency FDA Approval for 

COVID-19 Vaccine, November 30 
o Moderna announced complete data from its COVID-19 vaccine trial on November 30 

showing the vaccine is 94.1% effective and 100% effective at preventing severe 
COVID-19. 

o Moderna also announced it intends to apply to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
for emergency use authorization (EUA) for the vaccine on November 30. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-states-progress-during-covid-19-pandemic-74
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-traffic-picks-up-but-it-still-isnt-what-it-once-was-11606341117
https://www.wsj.com/articles/rockefeller-center-limits-christmas-tree-viewings-to-5-minutes-11606765672
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-public-schools-will-reopen-for-in-person-learning-on-dec-7-11606668138
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/health/covid-vaccine-moderna.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20201130&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=75315945&segment_id=45667&user_id=ff186e8ac11fc897341452025166daf3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/health/covid-vaccine-moderna.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20201130&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=75315945&segment_id=45667&user_id=ff186e8ac11fc897341452025166daf3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/health/covid-vaccine-moderna.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20201130&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=75315945&segment_id=45667&user_id=ff186e8ac11fc897341452025166daf3
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o Moderna’s double-blinded study enrolled 30,000 participants. Half were vaccinated and 
half received placebo shots .196 participants were infected, 185 in the placebo group 
and 11 in the vaccinated group. 

o Thirty participants developed severe COVID-19, including one death. All severe cases 
were in the placebo group. 

o Pending a smooth approval process, Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel said the first doses 
may be available as early as December 21. 

o Bancel said the company was “on track” to produce 20 million doses by the end of 
December, and between 500 million and one billion in 2021. Each vaccination requires 
two doses. 

o The EUA application will likely undergo final review by an FDA expert advisory panel 
on December 17. That panel will likely issue a final decision within 24 to 72 hours. 
FDA usually follows the recommendations of its advisory panels. 

o Moderna’s vaccine uses similar mRNA technology to Pfizer/BioNTech’s vaccine that 
submitted its EUA application on November 20. The United States government has 
arranged to buy vaccines from both companies and provide them to the public free of 
charge. 

o Moderna is also seeking authorization to market its vaccine in Europe, Canada, Britain, 
Israel, and Singapore. 

 
• FDA COVID-19 Updates, November 30 

o FDA issued a new immediately-in-effect guidance on the use of dry heat to support 
single-user reuse of certain particulate filtering facepiece respirators, such as N95 
masks, by health care personnel facing a shortage of equipment. 

o FDA announced virtual town halls for SARS-CoV-2 test developers on December 9 
and December 16 from 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm ET to answer technical questions about 
development and validation of tests for SARS-CoV-2. 
 

• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, November 25 
o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 778,000 workers filed initial claims 

for unemployment benefits last week, up from 748,999 the week prior. 
o The number of new claims had been trending downward since March, when nearly 

seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, as 
COVID-19 cases surge across the country, unemployment claims are rising again. The 
number of new unemployment claims has risen for the past two weeks and the increase 
is the largest two-week rise seen since April. 

o 311,675 new claims were filed for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, the federal 
program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and others not 
normally eligible for state jobless benefits. 

 
• Delta Announces Plans to Set Up Quarantine-Free Travel Corridor, November 27 

o Delta announced plans to offer quarantine-free flights from Atlanta, Georgia to Rome, 
Italy for a limited set of passengers. 

o Currently, most individuals entering Italy must quarantine for 14 days after their 
arrival. 

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-bioburden-reduction-systems-using-dry-heat-support-single-user-reuse-certain
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/virtual-town-hall-series-coronavirus-covid-19-test-development-and-validation-12022020-12022020
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20202177.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20202177.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/business/economy/economy-unemployment-benefits-coronavirus.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/11/27/quarantine-free-flights-between-europe-and-us/
https://it.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/#:%7E:text=%E2%80%93%20All%20travelers%20arriving%20in%20Italy,Ministry%20of%20Foreign%20Affairs'%20website.
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o The pilot program, which Delta set up in conjunction with officials from Georgia and 
Italy, will require passengers to submit to a rigorous testing regime but will free them 
from the quarantine requirement. 

o The program will be open to those permitted to enter Italy, despite travel restrictions. 
Italy’s travel rules permit entry by Italian and European Union (EU) citizens and those 
that must travel to Italy for essential reasons such as work, health, and education but 
prohibit tourists from most non-EU countries. 

o Passengers traveling with the program will be required to take a polymerase chain 
reaction (P.C.R) test up to 72 hours before departure, a rapid test at the airport prior to 
departure, and another rapid test at the airport upon arrival. 

o When they return to the United States, passengers will also be required to provide 
information to the CDC for contract-tracing purposes. Georgia currently has no rule 
requiring travelers to quarantine upon arrival in the state so the program does not raise 
any issue under state law.  

o Delta said that it hopes the program will serve as a model for other airlines moving 
forward. 

o The pandemic has caused a steep drop in airline travel, forcing airlines to layoff tens of 
thousands of workers. The International Air Transport Association recently forecasted 
that the sector will lose $157 billion by the end of 2020. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• SBA Proposes Detailed New Questionnaire to Evaluate Post-Hoc the Good Faith of PPP 
Applicants’ Prior Certifications of Loan “Necessity”, November 11 

• Ethical Challenges in Clinical Research During the COVID-19 Pandemic, November 10 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

• COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/26/world/delta-quarantine-free-flights.html
https://georgia.gov/covid-19-coronavirus-georgia/covid-19-travel-restrictions#:%7E:text=There%20are%20no%20restrictions%20for,follow%20home%20isolation%20protocol.
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/12/us-airline-employment-to-reach-lowest-levels-in-decades-after-pandemic-cuts-90000-jobs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/26/world/delta-quarantine-free-flights.html
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/11/SBA-Proposes-Detailed-New-Questionnaire-to-Evaluate-Post-Hoc-the-Good-Faith-of-PPP-Applicants
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/11/SBA-Proposes-Detailed-New-Questionnaire-to-Evaluate-Post-Hoc-the-Good-Faith-of-PPP-Applicants
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2020/11/In-Journal-of-Bioethical-Inquiry-Mark-Barnes-Examines-Ethical-Challenges-in-Clinical-Research
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com
mailto:COVID-19RecoveryPolicies@ropesgray.com

