
 

August 5, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 35,334,271 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 614,804 reported related 
deaths. According to President Biden, the Delta variant is now responsible for more than 80% of 
all coronavirus cases in the United States. Additionally, 70% of U.S. adults have received at least 
one COVID-19 shot, including 90% of seniors. The Biden administration is also in the process of 
developing a plan that would require almost all foreign travelers to the country to be vaccinated 
once current restrictions on travel are lifted. 
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci said today that federal officials are urgently working to authorize a booster 
COVID-19 vaccine shot for immunocompromised persons. Moderna recommended that a 
booster shot of its vaccine be given in the fall to sustain antibody levels and improve protection 
against new variants. Yet, the World Health Organization (WHO) has called for a general 
moratorium on booster shots, citing concerns over inequity to developing countries and the need 
to increase base levels of vaccination to stymie new variants, among other factors. Tyson Foods 
will mandate vaccination of its employees, becoming one of the first major companies to do so. 
Microsoft will require employees working in office to be vaccinated, but will continue to allow 
remote work options for now. Many unions have opposed workplace vaccine mandates.  
 
The CDC plans to instate a new eviction moratorium—this time, limited to areas with high rates 
of COVID-19 infection.  
 
The southern United States continues to experience a significant uptick in cases. Outbreaks in 
Louisiana, Florida, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama have led to some of the highest rates of 
recent cases per capita in these states. Although the Northeast, West, and Midwest continue to 
see relatively low quantities of new cases, infection levels are rising in every state.  
 
As of August 4, New York reported 5 deaths, 978 hospitalizations, and 189 COVID-19 patients 
in intensive care. Approximately 3,644, or 2.77%, of the 131,519 tests administered in New York 
were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 22,447,188 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 63.5% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; and 
57.4% are fully vaccinated. Governor Andrew Cuomo announced the launch of Excelsior Pass 
Plus, which provides virtual proof of vaccination on cell phones. Governor Cuomo declined to 
implement a state-wide indoor mask mandate, deciding instead to leave the decision up to local 
governments. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden on Fighting the COVID-19 Pandemic, August 3 

o On Tuesday, President Biden addressed the spread of the Delta variant, which is now 
responsible for more than 80% of all COVID-19 cases in the United States. 

o The President stressed that the rise in cases spurred by the Delta variant has not been 
associated with a comparable rise in hospitalizations or deaths in most areas of the 
country. 

o Biden urged people to get vaccinated to prevent the spread of the variant, noting that in 
past two weeks there has been a 55% increase in the average number of new people 
getting vaccinated every day. 

o The President also announced that, as of Tuesday, the U.S. has shipped over 110 
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines to 65 different nations. 

• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 
August  2 
o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced on Monday that 70% of U.S. 

adults have received at least one COVID-19 shot, including 90% of seniors. 
o In addition, in states with the highest coronavirus case rates, daily vaccination rates 

have more than doubled. 
o Dr. Walensky also stated that the Delta variant is more than twice as contagious as the 

Alpha variant. 
• The Biden administration plans to require most foreign visitors to be vaccinated, August 5 

o The Biden administration is developing a plan to require almost all foreign travelers to 
the U.S. to be vaccinated; the new plan will be put in place after current restrictions on 
travel into the country are lifted. 

o Administration officials have said that there is no plan to lift current restrictions any 
time soon, despite pressure from the president of the European Commission, Ursula 
Von der Leyen. 

o Right now, travelers from Brazil, Britain, China, India, Ireland, Iran, South Africa, and 
Europe’s Schengen area are barred from entering the U.S. unless they are U.S. citizens 
or spend 14 days before arrival in a country not on that list.  

• With the eviction moratorium back in place, the Biden administration is racing to distribute 
aid, August 5 
o On Tuesday, President Biden reinstated the federal eviction moratorium that expired on 

Saturday. The reinstatement is intended to give the federal government time to 
distribute billions of dollars in rental aid for renters affected by the pandemic. 

o The new federal moratorium is signed by the CDC and is limited to areas facing 
significant threats from the Delta variant. It will expire on October 3. 

o The new extension came in the wake of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling that specifically 
warned the administration not to extend the moratorium beyond July 31 without 
congressional approval. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/08/03/remarks-by-president-biden-on-fighting-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/08/03/1023822839/biden-is-sending-110-million-vaccines-to-nations-in-need-thats-just-a-first-step
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/02/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-47/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/the-biden-administration-plans-to-require-most-foreign-visitors-to-be-vaccinated.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/08/travel/europeans-us-travel-restrictions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/us/politics/biden-eviction-moratorium.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/us/politics/biden-eviction-moratorium.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/03/us/politics/evictions-housing-moratorium-pelosi-yellen.html
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Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Third Covid vaccine shot for people with weakened immune systems ‘very high priority,’ 

Fauci says, Aug. 5 
o Today, White House chief medical advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci stated that federal health 

officials are working “as quickly as possible” to authorize a third COVID-19 vaccine 
shot for Americans with weakened immune systems.  

o Studies suggest a booster shot could spur an immune response in immunocompromised 
persons, who frequently experience no such response after two shots. According to Dr. 
Fauci, boosting immune protection for these individuals, especially amid the Delta 
outbreak, is a “very high priority.” 

• Moderna Recommends Covid-19 Vaccine Booster to Protect Against New Variants, Aug. 5 
o Moderna said today that it expects people who received two doses of its COVID-19 

vaccine to need a booster shot in the fall to maintain high levels of protection against 
new variants.  

o The company is concerned about a drop-off in antibody levels after six months. 
Moderna’s Phase Two studies currently show that booster shots build a strong immune 
defense against the Delta and other variants.  

o Many countries are considering authorizing boosters. Israel has authorized booster 
shots for its vulnerable populations, and France and Germany have said they plan to do 
the same.  

• Why WHO Is Calling For A Moratorium On COVID Vaccine Boosters, Aug. 4 
o Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the director general of the WHO, has called for a 

moratorium on COVID-19 booster shots, at least for the next two months.  
o WHO warns that a push to mainstream booster shots in developed countries could 

unfairly divert vaccines from developing countries, many of which have low 
vaccination rates and have struggled to fight the new variants. According to WHO, 
increasing the base level of vaccination worldwide is crucial in preventing the 
development of new variants.  

o WHO recognizes the potential need for booster shots among at risk populations, but 
maintains that evidence has not yet established that booster shots are necessary for the 
general population.  

• Tyson Foods, Microsoft to require vaccination for US workers, Aug. 3 
o Tyson Foods will require all of its US employees to get vaccinated against COVID-19, 

becoming one of the first major employers of front-line workers to do so. Under the 
new directive, the company’s leadership team must be vaccinated by September 24, 
other office workers by October 1, and front-line workers by November 1.  

o Tyson Foods, which employs 56,000 personnel, has received strong pushback from its 
unions. They argue vaccine mandates are premature since the vaccines lack full FDA 
authorization. Many unions have opposed vaccine mandates at other employers.  

o Microsoft joined Facebook and Google in requiring office going employees to be 
vaccinated while postponing a full return to the office. Other companies, such as Ford 
and General Motors, have reinstated masking at their work sites.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/05/fauci-third-covid-shot-weak-immune-system-high-priority.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/05/fauci-third-covid-shot-weak-immune-system-high-priority.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/moderna-says-vaccine-remains-effective-for-six-months-11628165429
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/08/04/1019780576/why-who-is-calling-for-a-moratorium-on-covid-vaccine-boosters
https://apnews.com/article/business-health-coronavirus-pandemic-30554d732abb6b0654b2cec44d847f08
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U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, August 7 

o CDC consolidated data from 31 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will increase over the next four weeks. It 
forecasts between 2,300 and 9,100 new deaths in the week ending August 28, 2021, and 
between 624,000 and 642,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from 10 models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will increase over the next 
four weeks, with between 6,700 and 24,000 new hospitalizations per day by August 30, 
2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will increase in 38 jurisdictions, while 
remaining stable or uncertain in the remaining states and territories.  

• CDC issues new eviction moratorium, Aug. 4 
o The CDC announced on Tuesday that it is issuing a new, temporary moratorium on 

evictions.  
o The new order is not an extension of the nationwide moratorium that expired this 

weekend. Rather, the order will instate a moratorium in areas with “substantial” levels 
of COVID-19 infections, allowing many tenants to quarantine in their homes.  
 

New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, August 5 

o New York reported 5 deaths, 978 hospitalizations, and 189 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on August 4, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,644, or 2.77%, of the 131,519 tests administered in New York were 
positive for COVID-19. 

o As of August 4, New York has administered 22,447,188 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 63.5% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 57.4% are fully vaccinated.  

o Governor Cuomo announced the launch of Excelsior Pass Plus, which provides virtual 
proof of vaccination on cell phones. The new offering combines the existing Excelsior 
Pass platform that has already generated 3 million passes with the SMART Health 
Cards framework.  

o Governor Cuomo declined to implement a state-wide indoor mask mandate, deciding 
instead to leave the decision up to local governments.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, August 5 

o Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that he would require proof of vaccination for most 
indoor events in the city, including dining at restaurants, working out at a gym, or 
attending a movie or play. The policy will become effective on August 16, with 
enforcement beginning alongside the start of the school year on September 13. The 
announcement came a day after de Blasio declined to implement an indoor mask 
mandate, underscoring his administration’s focus on the vaccine as the way out of the 
pandemic. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/eviction-moratorium-cdc-temporary/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-launch-excelsior-pass-plus-support-safe-secure-return-tourism-and
https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2021/08/no-new-ny-mask-mandate-as-delta-variant-surges-up-to-local-governments-cuomo-says.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/03/nyregion/new-york-city-vaccine-mandate.html
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International 
• A rise in coronavirus cases has lead to flights and trains out of Wuhan being halted; 

authorities have also ordered mass testing in the city. China has confirmed 328 new locally 
transmitted cases since an outbreak that began last month. 

• In response to the Delta variant, on Tuesday, Israel announced that it will be reintroducing 
COVID-19 restrictions, including expanding vaccine and mask-wearing requirements for 
some gatherings, a shift back to work from home, and broader travel restrictions.  

• On Wednesday, the World Health Organization called for a moratorium on coronavirus 
booster shots through the month of September so that supplies can be focused on helping all 
countries get at least 10% of their populations vaccinated. 

• While cases tied to the Delta variant are continuing to rise, governments across Europe are 
scaling back emergency aid programs intended to help their economies through the 
pandemic. 

• Italy is set to introduce vaccine passports for many social activities, but will only recognize 
vaccines approved by the European health authorities; the Sputnik V vaccine created by 
Russia, and used to vaccinate almost all of the city-state of San Marino, is not included on 
that list. 

 
Other Updates  
• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, August 5 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 385,000 workers filed initial claims 
(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 
seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 
claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 94,476 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, 
the federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 
others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

• The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is Coming Back Despite The Ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic, 
August 4 
o The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is scheduled to start on Friday in South Dakota, despite 

concerns about the spread of COVID-19. Approximately 700,000 people are expected 
to attend from across the country and beyond. 

o Although last year the city of Sturgis cancelled most city-sponsored events for the rally, 
this year that is not the case. South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem has also offered her 
support for the event, and will participate in a charity ride. 

o Last year, contact tracers reported 649 cases from across the country and one death 
linked to the rally. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  
• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the Pandemic” 
to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/03/1024152774/panic-buying-and-transport-lockdowns-in-wuhan-it-feels-like-early-pandemic-again
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/07/30/1022737320/china-delta-variant-spreading-coronavirus-covid-nanjing-cities
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/israel-covid-restrictions-lockdown.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/03/world/israel-will-add-more-countries-including-the-us-to-its-quarantine-list.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/who-covid-vaccine-boosters.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/05/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/europe-is-winding-down-its-pandemic-aid-programs-is-it-too-soon
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/05/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/san-marino-italy-vaccines
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20211455.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/04/1024902949/sturgis-bike-rally-friday-2021-covid-delta-variant
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
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• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24  
 

Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

