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August 16, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 36,689,470 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 621,688 reported related 
deaths. However, vaccination rates in the U.S. are up; for the first time since mid-June, the 
country is averaging about half a million people getting newly vaccinated each day. In addition, 
the most significant progress with vaccinations is happening in states with the highest case rates. 
Agencies like the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Agriculture 
are providing funding to programs targeted at supporting rural communities struggling with 
COVID-19. 
 
On Thursday, FDA authorized an additional dose of the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 
for immunocompromised individuals. Shortly afterwards, a CDC panel recommended that 
immunocompromised individuals obtain an additional vaccine dose.  
 
The South continues to battle an alarming rise in COVID-19 cases, with Florida, Louisiana, and 
Mississippi identifying more new cases than at any previous point in the pandemic. Cases in 
Missouri, Nevada, and Arkansas, which experienced early Delta-driven spikes, are beginning to 
see their caseloads level off.  
 
As of August 15, New York reported 11 deaths, 1,722 hospitalizations, and 362 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 3,575, or 3.61%, of the 99,005 tests administered in 
New York on August 15 were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 22,932,286 
doses of the vaccines to patients; 65.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of 
the vaccines; and 56.9% are fully vaccinated. Incoming Governor Kathy Hochul stated in an 
interview that she believed mask mandates for children in school will be a necessary step to stem 
the newest wave of COVID-19 infections. CDC considers 58 of New York’s 62 counties to be 
areas with “substantial” or “high” COVID-19 transmission, triggering a recommendation that 
masks be worn indoors regardless of vaccination status. 
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 

Aug. 12 
o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced on Thursday that, for the first 

time since mid-June, the country is averaging about half a million people getting newly 
vaccinated each day. The most significant progress with vaccinations is being seen in 
the states with the highest case rates. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/12/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-49/
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o Vaccinations are also being spurred along by vaccination requirements instituted by 
states and private businesses. 

o The federal government had deployed more than 500 federal personal to provide 
emergency medical care to Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arizona as part of its COVID-
19 Surge Response Team efforts. 

• Fact Sheet: Biden Administration Takes Steps to Address COVID-19 in Rural American and 
Build Rural Health Back Better, Aug. 13 
o The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is providing $8.5 billion in 

funding through the American Rescue Plan to help compensate health care providers 
who serve rural patients that use Medicare, Medicaid, and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Plan for lost revenue and increased expenses. 

o HHS will also make $52 million from the American Rescue Plan available for training 
new health care workers to fill in-demand professions affected by the pandemic. 

o In addition, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is using $500 million in 
American Rescue Plan funding to create the Emergency Rural Health Care Grant 
Program which will support rural hospitals and communities to increase access to 
coronavirus vaccines and testing, medical supplies, telehealth, and food assistance, 
along with supporting construction or renovation of rural health care facilities. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• FDA Authorizes 3rd COVID-19 Dose For People With Weakened Immunity, Aug. 13 

o On Thursday, the FDA amended its emergency use authorizations to allow certain 
individuals with weakened immune systems to receive a third dose of the Pfizer or 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.  

o Immunocompromised persons—including recipients of organ transplants—are at a 
higher risk of serious COVID-19 infection, and have generally struggled to gain full 
protection against the virus from two doses alone.  

• CDC Recommends 3rd Vaccine Dose For Immunocompromised People, Aug. 13 
o Within 24 hours of the FDA’s decision described above, a CDC advisory panel 

studying the issue recommended that immunocompromised persons obtain a third 
COVID-19 vaccine dose. 

o The recommendation applies to Moderna recipients 18 and older, and Pfizer recipients 
12 and older.  
 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Aug. 13 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of August 11, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

114,190. This is an 18.4% increase compared to the previous week’s average, and an 
overall 65% decrease compared to the national peak on January 10, 2021.  

o As of August 12, 353.9 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 
States. Overall, approximately 196.5 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 59.2% of the population. Approximately 167.4 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 50.4% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 699,068, a 0.03% 
decrease compared to the previous week.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/13/fact-sheet-biden-administration-takes-steps-to-address-covid-19-in-rural-america-and-build-rural-health-back-better/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/13/fact-sheet-biden-administration-takes-steps-to-address-covid-19-in-rural-america-and-build-rural-health-back-better/
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/13/1027296490/fda-authorizes-third-covid-dose-immunocompromised
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/08/13/1027461542/cdc-panel-recommends-3rd-covid-vaccine-dose-for-immunocompromised-people
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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o As of August 10, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 10,072, a 
29.6% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of August 11, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 492 per day, a 21.0% 
increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 16 

o New York reported 11 deaths, 1,722 hospitalizations, and 362 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on August 15, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,575, or 3.61%, of the 99,005 tests administered in New York on 
August 15 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of August 15, New York has administered 22,932,286 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 65.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 56.9% are fully vaccinated.  

o Incoming Governor Kathy Hochul stated in an interview that she believed mask 
mandates for children in school will be a necessary step to stem the newest wave of 
COVID-19 infections. Hochul also indicated that she looks forward to working with the 
incoming Mayor of New York City to increase the pace of vaccination.  

o As of August 16, CDC considers 58 of New York’s 62 counties to be areas with 
“substantial” or “high” COVID-19 transmission, triggering a recommendation that 
masks be worn indoors regardless of vaccination status.  

o COVID-19 hospitalizations State-wide have exceeded 1,200, signifying a 230% 
increase in the past month.  

 
  
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 16 

o The vaccination requirement for entry into restaurants, bars, nightclubs, and outdoor 
music festivals goes into effect on Tuesday, August 17, a one-day delay from the 
initially announced start date. Owners of dining and entertainment establishments 
continue to express concern regarding the lack of a clear mechanism or procedures for 
enforcement. 

o August 14th saw the kickoff of NYC Homecoming Week, a celebration of the City’s 
recovery from the pandemic. The festivities include outdoor concerts and film 
screenings across the five boroughs.  
 

International 
• Passengers and workers on commercial air flights in Canada will have to prove they’ve been 

vaccinated against COVID-19; all Canadian federal workers will also have to be vaccinated. 
• Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin of Malaysia and his entire cabinet resigned on Monday 

following public anger over how the Malaysian government handled the COVID-19 
pandemic. Yassin will stay on as interim premier until a successor is appointed. 

• The spread of the Delta variant in Australia is raising concern about the potential impact on 
Aboriginal Australians; as of Sunday, only 15 percent of Indigenous Australians over the 
age of 16 had been fully vaccinated. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/nys-hochul-says-mask-mandates-schoolchildren-are-necessary-safety-step-2021-08-15/
https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2021/08/covid-update-cdc-urges-masks-in-nearly-all-of-new-york-state-see-list-of-counties.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/nyc-renews-plea-on-kids-and-vaccines-as-state-hospitalizations-soar-227-in-month/3210282/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/no-vax-no-service-covid-19-vaccine-mandates-goes-into-effect-in-new-york-city/3222505/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/561-21/recovery-all-us-nyc-homecoming-week-kicks-off-over-100-arts-culture-
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/13/1027498555/canada-vaccination-air-travelers-requirement
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/16/world/asia/Muhyiddin-Yassin-resigns.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/16/world/australia/indigenous-australians-coronavirus.html
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• Police enforcement of COVID-19 rules in Kenya is under scrutiny after two brothers died in 
custody after being detained on suspicion of breaking curfew. 

• Taiwan has been successful at keeping COVID-19 cases down by focusing on raising 
awareness through public health campaigns and requiring masks, while mostly avoiding 
strict lockdowns by utilizing rigorous contact tracing and quarantines for foreign visitors. 

 
 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 

Send questions to: 
COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/16/world/africa/kenya-covid-enforcement-brothers-death.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/15/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/heres-how-taiwan-is-curbing-outbreaks-without-strict-lockdowns
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

