
 

August 19, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 37,198,723 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 624,567 reported related 
deaths. President Biden announced on Wednesday that individuals who work in nursing homes 
and serve people on Medicare or Medicaid will be required to get vaccinated. U.S. Senators 
Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Angus King (I-ME) announced on Thursday that they had tested 
positive for COVID-19, bringing the total number of Senators who have tested positive up to 10. 
 
Experts predict the federal government will recommend and approve a COVID-19 vaccine 
booster for the general population, which could be rolled out as soon as the fall. The White 
House is currently preparing for the rollout. The government’s shift towards vaccine boosters has 
been influenced by recent CDC data suggesting the protection conferred by the initial vaccine 
doses is starting to wane, especially against the Delta variant. A recent study found that the 
Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine causes an increased risk for Bell’s palsy, though the cases are 
typically rare and mild. The CDC now warns against all travel to Dominica, Jersey, Montenegro, 
and Turkey—countries recently reclassified as Level 4 travel destinations. 
 
Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi continue to struggle under the impact of Delta, with hospitals 
overwhelmed in the face of new case records. Alabama announced that it no longer has any 
available ICU beds. Rural areas of the Pacific Northwest, particularly in Oregon, have seen a 
recent uptick in cases, triggering a renewed indoor mask mandate. The outlook has begun to 
improve in areas that experienced Delta surges in the beginning of the summer, including the 
Ozarks region of Missouri and Arkansas, and the Las Vegas and Jacksonville regions. 
 
New York reported 17 deaths, 1,937 hospitalizations, and 391 COVID-19 patients in intensive 
care on August 18. Approximately 5,138, or 3.03%, of the 169,710 tests administered in New 
York on August 18 were positive for COVID-19. As of August 18, New York has administered 
23,076,850 doses of the vaccines to patients; 65.6% of New York residents have received at least 
one dose of the vaccines; and 58.6% are fully vaccinated. On August 16, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo announced that all health care workers in the state must be vaccinated against COVID-19 
by September 27. On August 18, the New York State Department of Health released a first-in-
the-nation vaccine effectiveness study, published by CDC, that showed that unvaccinated New 
Yorkers were eleven times more likely to be hospitalized and eight times more likely to be 
diagnosed with COVID-19 than those who were fully vaccinated. Health Commissioner Dr. 
Howard Sucker stated that he would immediately convene the New York Clinical Advisory Task 
Force to determine guidance regarding the administration of COVID-19 booster doses. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden on Fighting the COVID-19 Pandemic, Aug. 18 

o On Wednesday President Biden announced that individuals who work in nursing homes 
and serve people on Medicare or Medicaid will be required to get vaccinated, noting 
that vaccination rates among nursing home staff significantly trail the rest of the 
country. 

o The president also announced that, pending Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) approval, the country will begin administering 
booster shots, which individuals will be eligible for eight months after they received 
their second shot. The first booster shots will be available starting the week of 
September 20. 

o President Biden also stressed the continued importance of getting vaccinated and 
wearing masks where appropriate. 

• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 
Aug. 18. 
o The White House COVID-19 Response Team announced that COVID-19 Surge 

Response Teams are now working with 16 states to address their needs, including 
deploying personnel to provide medical care, setting up free testing sites, and surging 
critical assets like ventilators and ambulances. 

o The team also announced that President Biden had directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to continue fully reimbursing states, Tribes, and 
territories for eligible COVID-19 emergency response costs through the end of 2021. 

• Two more senators have tested positive for the virus; both a breakthrough cases, Aug. 19 
o U.S. Senators Roger Wicker (MS-R) and Angus King (ME-I) announced on Thursday 

that they had tested positive for COVID-19. 
o Wicker’s announcement came as Mississippi’s cases have soared during the past week, 

with the state reporting more new cases relative to its population than any other state. 
o Wicker and King’s cases are the ninth and tenth in the Senate; more than 50 members 

of the U.S. House have tested positive. 
 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Booster shots to be urged for all Americans eight months after initial full COVID-19 

vaccination, sources tell AP, Aug. 16 
o Sources predict that as early as this week federal health officials could recommend a 

COVID-19 vaccine booster shot for the general population. A booster shot of the Pfizer 
vaccine could be approved by the FDA within the next few weeks. 

o Experts are concerned about growing evidence that the effectiveness of initial vaccine 
regimens is beginning to wane, particularly against the Delta variant.   

• NIH director says new Israeli Covid data is building case for booster shots in the U.S., Aug. 
17 
o National Institutes of Health Director Dr. Francis Collins said Tuesday that Israeli’s 

experience with breakthrough Delta infections is causing U.S. health officials to 
consider a booster COVID-19 vaccine for the general population.  

o Data shows that Israelis who were immunized in January account for a disproportionate 
amount of breakthrough cases, suggesting the immune response from their initial doses 
is waning.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/08/18/remarks-by-president-biden-on-fighting-the-covid-19-pandemic-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/18/fact-sheet-president-biden-to-announce-new-actions-to-protect-americans-from-covid-19-and-help-state-and-local-leaders-fight-the-virus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/18/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-50/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/08/17/memorandum-on-maximizing-assistance-to-respond-to-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/08/17/memorandum-on-maximizing-assistance-to-respond-to-covid-19/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/us/politics/roger-wicker-angus-king-covid-positive.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2021/8/16/22628283/experts-expected-recommend-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-eight-months-sourcs-ap
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2021/8/16/22628283/experts-expected-recommend-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-eight-months-sourcs-ap
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/17/covid-vaccine-booster-shots-nih-director-says-new-israel-data-is-building-case-in-the-us.html
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• Higher risk of Bell's Palsy after Sinovac's COVID-19 vaccine - study, Aug. 16 
o A Hong Kong study found that Sinovac’s COVID-19 vaccine produces a higher risk of 

Bell’s palsy, a condition that causes facial paralysis.  
o The study confirmed 28 cases of Bell’s palsy among 452,000 Sinovac recipients. It also 

confirmed 16 cases of Bell’s palsy among 537,000 Pfizer recipients.  
o Experts caution that vaccine-induced Bell’s palsy is rare, and that the condition has 

typically been temporary and mild among vaccine recipients.  
 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Aug. 18 

o CDC consolidated data from 26 models projecting the COVID-19 death rate. Predicted 
rates differ among the forecasts, depending on assumptions about the prevalence and 
rigor of social distancing behaviors. CDC’s national ensemble forecast predicts the 
number of newly reported COVID-19 deaths will increase over the next four weeks. It 
forecasts between 3,300 to 13,500 new deaths in the week ending September 11, 2021, 
and between 638,000 and 664,000 cumulative deaths by this date. 

o CDC consolidated data from eight models projecting the number of daily COVID-19 
hospitalizations. The forecast predicts daily hospitalizations will increase over the next 
four weeks, with between 9,000 and 32,800 new hospitalizations per day by September 
13, 2021. It predicts that hospital admissions will increase in 40 jurisdictions, while 
remaining stable or uncertain in the remaining states and territories.  

• Troubling CDC vaccine data convinced Biden team to back booster shots, Aug. 17 
o The CDC has compiled substantial data that initial doses of the COVID-19 vaccine are 

declining in efficacy, both due to the Delta variant and the vaccines’ waning immune 
responses over time. This data was presented to the White House on Sunday, and could 
be made public this week.  

o The CDC’s evidence has spurred widespread support for booster shots among federal 
health officials, and the White House is now working to formulate a rollout plan.  

o Any booster rollout will likely be limited to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. 
• CDC adds 4 destinations to 'very high' Covid-19 travel risk list, Aug. 16 

o The CDC has reclassified Dominica, Jersey, Montenegro, and Turkey to Level 4 travel 
destinations, the highest risk category. The agency warns against all travel to Level 4 
countries, regardless of the traveler’s vaccination status.  

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 19 

o New York reported 17 deaths, 1,937 hospitalizations, and 391 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on August 18.   

o Approximately 5,138, or 3.03%, of the 169,710 tests administered in New York on 
August 18 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of August 18, New York has administered 23,076,850 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 65.6% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 58.6% are fully vaccinated.  

o On August 16, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that all health care workers in the 
state must be vaccinated against COVID-19 by September 27. Cuomo had previously 
required all patient-facing health care workers at state hospitals to be vaccinated, and 

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/higher-risk-bells-palsy-after-sinovacs-covid-19-vaccine-study-2021-08-17/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/mathematical-modeling.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/17/cdc-data-booster-shots-505637
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/cdc-very-high-risk-travel-destinations-august-16/index.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/16/us/new-york-healthcare-vaccine/index.html
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the new guidance extends the mandate to all health care workers in nursing homes, 
adult care, and other congregate care settings. 

o On August 18, the New York State Department of Health released a first-in-the-nation 
vaccine effectiveness study, published by CDC, that showed that unvaccinated New 
Yorkers were 11 times more likely to be hospitalized and eight times more likely to be 
diagnosed with COVID-19 than those who were fully vaccinated. 

o In response to the Biden administration’s announcement that a booster dose of the 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines will be needed for certain individuals, New York State 
Health Commissioner Dr. Howard Sucker stated that he would immediately convene 
the New York Clinical Advisory Task Force to determine guidance regarding the 
administration of COVID-19 booster doses.  

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 19 

o New York City’s vaccine mandate became effective on Tuesday, requiring all 
individuals aged 12 or older to show proof of vaccination to enter restaurants, fitness 
centers, entertainment venues and other businesses. The mandate will not be enforced 
until September 13, at which time businesses that are not in compliance will be subject 
to fines.  

o A group of restaurant and other small business owners sued NYC on August 17 in at 
attempt to stop the City’s vaccine mandate from going into effect. The effort is backed 
by several prominent Republican officials. The lawsuit alleges that the mandate 
unfairly applies to certain indoor businesses but not others locations such as hair salons, 
office buildings, or houses of worship. Mayor Bill de Blasio expressed confidence in 
the mandate’s legal standing.  

 
International 
• The most populous state in Australia, New South Wales, reported a record 633 new 

COVID-19 cases on Wednesday. The state includes Sydney. 
• The Africa director for the World Health Organization (W.H.O.), Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, 

criticized the decision by some wealthy countries to begin offering COVID-19 booster 
shots. 

• The health care system in Cuba is struggling as more than 8,600 new cases were reported on 
Tuesday, six times as many as the number of new cases reported two months ago. 

• The W.H.O. is voicing concern about the spread of COVID-19 in Afghanistan, warning that 
the Taliban takeover was hindering efforts to address the pandemic in the country. 

• On Thursday, officials with the Paralympics in Tokyo reported the first confirmed 
coronavirus case in the Olympic Village; the Games are set to open in five days. There have 
been 16 other cases associated with the Paralympics so far. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://health.ny.gov/press/releases/2021/2021-08-18_mmwr_vaccine_study.htm
https://health.ny.gov/press/releases/2021/2021-08-18_statement_from_commissioner_dr_zucker.htm
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/new-york-city-vaccine-mandate-takes-effect
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/18/nyregion/nyc-small-business-vaccine-mandate.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/18/1028722296/australia-outbreak-grows-spreads-to-new-zealand-as-southeast-asia-deaths-spike
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/world/africa/africa-who-booster-shots.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/19/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/cubas-acclaimed-health-system-reels-as-the-virus-surges
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/18/world/taliban-afghanistan-news/covid-is-just-one-of-afghanistans-many-health-concerns
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/world/asia/paralympics-virus-case.html
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Other Updates  
• Department of Labor Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report, Aug. 19 

o Department of Labor (DOL) reports that another 348,000 workers filed initial claims 
(seasonally adjusted) for unemployment benefits last week. 

o The number of new claims had trended downward since March 2020, when nearly 
seven million people filed for unemployment insurance in a single week. However, 
claims began spiking again around December of last year.  

o Last week, 109,379 people filed new claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, 
the federal program intended to help freelancers, gig workers, the self-employed, and 
others not eligible for state jobless benefits. 

• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott Tests Positive For The Coronavirus, Aug. 17 
o On Tuesday, Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s office announced that he has tested 

positive for COVID-19. He is fully vaccinated. 
o Abbott will isolate in the Governor’s Mansion and continue to test daily. He is also 

receiving Regeneron’s monoclonal antibody treatment. 
o Texas is one of the states with the highest risk of COVID-19, with more than 16,000 

new daily cases. 
 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 
COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com 
 
 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20211532.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/17/1028574761/texas-governor-greg-abbott-tests-positive-covid-19-coronavirus
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/region/us/texas
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

