
 

August 30, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 38,799,341 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 637,539 reported related 
deaths. On Friday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced the highest single 
day total of shots in arms since July 3, with 1.1 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
administered. Also on Friday, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell stated that progress in 
the U.S. recovery from the pandemic recession could allow the central bank to dial back its 
efforts to prop up the economy later this year, although he stressed the unpredictability of the 
recovery. 
 
Japan has suspended another million doses of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine following 
concerns about contamination. Pfizer is partnering with Brazilian company Eurofarma to 
produce and distribute its COVID-19 vaccine in Latin America, bolstering the region’s supply. 
Meanwhile, Israel has found evidence that a booster shot of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine 
administered 12 or more days before exposure can drastically reduce the risk of both infection 
and serious illness.  
 
Dr. Fauci recently expressed his support for mandating the COVID-19 vaccine for children 
attending school. In addition, Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former director of the CDC, predicted that the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) would approve Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for children 
under 12 by early winter. An advisory panel of the CDC has endorsed the FDA’s recent decision 
to fully approve the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for adults 16 and older.  
 
Illinois will require healthcare workers, as well as educators of all age groups, to either be 
vaccinated or submit to weekly testing. Florida is currently experiencing a higher number of 
COVID-19 deaths per day than at any prior point in the pandemic, and Kentucky is seeing its 
highest numbers of patients hospitalized with COVID-19 thus far. Louisiana and Missouri, 
which experienced early waves of the Delta variant, are reporting sustained declines in new cases 
over the last few weeks. 
 
As of August 1, New York reported 18 deaths, 2,186 patients hospitalized, and 468 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 4,147, or 3.86%, of the 107,325 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 23,619,551 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 67.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 59.9% are fully vaccinated. New York State removed religious exemptions from 
its vaccination mandate for hospital workers on August 26. On August 27, New York State 
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Department of Health filed an emergency regulation that mandated the wearing of masks inside 
all public or private school buildings by students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 
 
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Statement by President Joe Biden on the Investigation into the Origins of COVID-19, Aug. 

27 
o President Biden announced last week that he had received a report of the findings from 

the 90-day investigation he had asked the intelligence community to conduct into the 
origins of the coronavirus pandemic, but that essential information about the origins of 
the pandemic is in China and international investigators have not been able to access it.  

o The president stressed the importance of obtaining information about the origins of the 
pandemic from China in order to better understand COVID-19 and to help with the 
prevention of future pandemics. 

• Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials, 
Aug. 27 
o On Friday, the White House COVID-19 Response Team announced the highest single 

day total of shots in arms since July 3, with 1.1 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
administered. 

o In addition, 50 percent of 12 to 17 year olds have now received at least their first shot, 
and the vaccination rate among adolescents is growing faster than any other age group. 

o Further, last week approximately 50 colleges and universities announced that students, 
faculty, and staff will need to be fully vaccinated. 

• Powell Says It May Soon Be Time For The Fed To Start Reducing Its Big Economic 
Support, Aug. 27 
o On Friday, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell stated that progress in the U.S. 

recovery from the pandemic recession could allow the central bank to dial back its 
efforts to prop up the economy later this year, although he stressed the unpredictability 
of the recovery. 

o The Federal Reserve has been buying at least $120 billion worth of Treasury and 
mortgage-backed securities every month in order to keep borrowing costs low and 
support the economy. 

o In addition, employers have been hiring in large numbers, adding nearly 1.9 million 
jobs in June and July; however, the U.S. has not yet replaced about a quarter of the jobs 
lost in the early months of the pandemic. 

 
 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Japan’s Moderna vaccine contamination woes widen as 1 million more shots suspended, 

Aug. 30 
o Japan suspended an additional million doses of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 

following concerns about contamination. This brings the total to 2.6 million.  
o Health officials are still confident that, while some may have received contaminated 

doses, the contamination will not independently cause any deaths.  
o This comes amid record COVID-19 infections in Japan. Officials are considering 

mixing shots of the AstraZeneca vaccine to accelerate vaccination.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/27/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-the-investigation-into-the-origins-of-covid-%e2%81%a019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/27/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-52/
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/27/1030969049/fed-chair-jerome-powell-says-in-jackson-hole-time-to-start-reducing-bond-taper
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/27/1030969049/fed-chair-jerome-powell-says-in-jackson-hole-time-to-start-reducing-bond-taper
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/30/japans-moderna-vaccine-contamination-woes-1-million-more-shots-suspended.html
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• Pfizer, BioNTech Expand Covid-19 Vaccine Manufacturing Into Latin America, Aug. 26 
o Pfizer and BioNTech SE are partnering with Brazilian pharmaceutical company 

Eurofarma to help manufacture their COVID-19 vaccine in Latin America.  
o Manufacturing will begin next year, pending a “technology transfer” of Pfizer’s highly 

confidential scientific and production information to the company. Once set, Eurofarma 
plans to produce at least 100 million doses annually to be distributed in Latin America, 
supplementing other vaccine channels into the region. Latin America has accounted for 
a disparate portion of the world’s COVID-19 deaths. 

• An Israeli study finds that a COVID booster shot curbs the risk of serious illness, Aug. 30 
o An Israeli study found that, after twelve or more days, a booster shot of the Pfizer 

COVID-19 vaccine decreases the risk of COVID-19 infection 11.4-fold, while reducing 
the risk of serious illness 10-fold.  

o Following a devastating surge in COVID-19 infections, notwithstanding the country’s 
high rate of vaccination, Israel began administering booster shots in July. 

• Fauci says it’s a ‘good idea’ to mandate COVID-19 vaccines for kids going to school, Aug. 
29 
o Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 

expressed his view Sunday that it would be a “good idea” to mandate COVID-19 
vaccinations for kids attending school. He cited the parallel history of school vaccine 
mandates with respect to polio, measles, mumps, and other pathogens.  

o At the moment, the FDA has not approved any COVID-19 vaccine for kids under 12. 
• Gottlieb: COVID-19 vaccine could be approved for children by early winter, Aug. 29 

o Former commissioner of the FDA Scott Gottlieb predicted the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine could be approved for children by early winter. Gottlieb forecasted that 
Pfizer—of which he is a board member—will submit its data in September and file an 
application in October, after which the agency typically takes four to six weeks to 
review.  

o Gottlieb also urged schools to regularly test students for COVID-19, keep groups of 
students separated in “social pods,” require masks, improve ventilation, and encourage 
parents to vaccinate their eligible adolescents.   

• Illinois Requires Educators, Health Workers To Get Vaccine, Aug. 26 
o Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker said Thursday that the state’s healthcare workers and 

primary, secondary, and college educators will need to be vaccinated against COVID-
19 or submit to weekly testing. 

o Pritzker cited the surge in statewide infections, particularly in the southern and central 
regions of Illinois. The Delta-driven surge is stretching hospital capacity. 98% of 
Illinois’s new cases have been among unvaccinated individuals.  

• More than half of Americans favor vaccine mandates at work, poll finds, Aug. 27 
o According to a poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 

Research, 59% of remote workers favor COVID-19 vaccine requirements in their 
workplaces. Around one-quarter oppose vaccine mandates.  

o 50% of the sample also supported workplace mask mandates. 
 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Aug. 27 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/pfizer-biontech-expand-covid-19-vaccine-manufacturing-into-latin-america-11629974701
https://fortune.com/2021/08/30/covid-booster-shot-pfizer-biontech-israel-prevent-serious-illness/
https://www.businessinsider.com/fauci-says-good-idea-mandate-covid-19-vaccine-students-2021-8
https://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/569914-gottlieb-says-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-could-be-approved-for
https://www.npr.org/sections/back-to-school-live-updates/2021/08/26/1031349667/illinois-requires-educators-health-workers-to-get-vaccine
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-vaccine-mandate-work-poll-americans-favor/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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o As of August 25, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 
142,006. This is a 2.8% increase compared to the previous week’s average, and an 
overall 44.1% decrease compared to the national peak on January 10, 2021.  

o As of August 26, 365.8 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 
States. Overall, approximately 203 million people in the United States have received at 
least one dose of vaccine, which is 61.1% of the population. Approximately 172.2 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 51.9% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 877,756, a 6.61% 
increase compared to the previous week.  

o As of August 24, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 12,297, a 
5.7% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of August 25, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 864 per day, an 11.0% 
increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

• CDC panel unanimously endorses full approval of Pfizer’s Covid vaccine for people 16 and 
older, Aug. 30 
o A CDC advisory group unanimously endorsed full approval of the Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine, following the FDA’s full authorization of the vaccine last week. CDC Director 
Rochelle Walensky is expected to sign off on the panel’s endorsement.  

o The panel will discuss today the necessity of booster shots.  
 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 30 

o New York reported 18 deaths, 2,186 patients hospitalized, and 468 COVID-19 patients 
in intensive care on August 29, 2021.   

o Approximately 4,147, or 3.86%, of the 107,325 tests administered in New York on 
August 29 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of August 29, New York has administered 23,619,551 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 67.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 59.9% are fully vaccinated. 

o New York State removed religious exemptions from its vaccination mandate for 
hospital workers on August 26. The new emergency regulation was approved by the 
State’s public health and health planning council and covers hospitals, nursing homes, 
and long-term home care service agencies, among others.  

o On August 27, New York State Department of Health filed an emergency regulation 
that mandated the wearing of masks inside all public or private school buildings by 
students, faculty, staff, and visitors. The mandate applies regardless of vaccination 
status. 

  
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 30 

o New York City’s Delta wave may be on the decline. Although the variant now 
comprises 97% of positive samples in the City in the last four weeks, transmission rates 
citywide decreased 7% in the last week, the second straight week of decline. The 
hospitalization average is also down 14% as compared to the average for the four 
previous weeks. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/30/covid-vaccine-cdc-panel-endorses-full-approval-of-pfizer-shot.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/30/covid-vaccine-cdc-panel-endorses-full-approval-of-pfizer-shot.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/workforce/new-york-state-removes-religious-exemption-from-covid-19-vaccine-mandate.html
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2021/08/27/new-york-state-schools-mask-mandate/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/delta-now-97-of-nyc-covid-cases-but-hospitalizations-are-down-as-transmission-rates-drop-for-2nd-straight-week/3243859/
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o On August 27, the United States Tennis Association changed course under pressure 
from Mayor Bill de Blasio, adding a last-minute requirement that spectators aged 12 or 
older on the grounds of the U.S. Open, which began Monday, show proof of at least 
one vaccine shot. Masks will still not be required. 

 
International 
• On Monday, the World Health Organization’s top official in Europe said that it is essential 

for children’s educations and mental health to take the necessary steps to open and continue 
classroom-based learning. 

• On Monday, the state of New South Wales in Australia reported its highest daily number of 
COVID-19 infections since the start of the pandemic; New South Wales is the country’s 
most populous state. 

• The European Union will advise member states that they should reintroduce travel 
restrictions for visitors from the U.S., the country will be removed from the list of “safe” 
countries whose residents can travel to the E.U. without additional restrictions, including 
quarantine and testing requirements. 
 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  
 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/27/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/the-us-open-will-require-proof-of-vaccination-for-fans
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/30/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/a-who-official-urges-measures-to-keep-schools-open
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/30/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/new-south-wales-australias-most-populous-state-has-a-record-rise-in-daily-cases
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/30/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/the-eu-is-set-to-reimpose-travel-restrictions-on-us-visitors
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

