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Summary  
 
The United States has 35,767,260 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 616,830 reported related 
deaths. On Sunday, a federal judge granted a preliminary injunction in favor of Norwegian 
Cruise Line, allowing the company to require that passengers present proof of vaccination. The 
order contradicted a Florida law that prohibits businesses from requiring such documentation. On 
Friday, the Department of Labor reported that U.S. employers added 943,000 jobs in July, up 
from 938,000 in June. 
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci predicted on Sunday that the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine will receive full 
authorization from the FDA this month. Further, he predicted that full authorization will spur 
vaccination mandates among businesses and other entities. Vaccination rates continue to climb, 
especially in the areas hardest hit by the Delta variant outbreak. Novavax will postpone its 
application for emergency use of its COVID-19 vaccine, which has proven more than 90% 
effective in trials, to October. The company attributes the delay to quality concerns at a plant of 
its manufacturing partner, Fujifilm Diosynth Biotechnologies. The CDC has raised its travel 
advisory on France and Israel to Level 4, the highest level, citing a surge in Delta cases. 
 
Infections and hospitalizations are increasing rapidly as the Delta variant spreads. The outlook is 
especially dire in the South, where Florida and Louisiana recently set seven-day case records. 
Case growth has slowed considerably in the parts of Missouri, Nevada, and Arkansas, which 
were among the first to endure a summer surge; but other states continue to see spikes in new 
infections.  
 
As of August 8, New York reported 12 deaths, 1,225 hospitalizations, and 246 COVID-19 
patients in intensive care. Approximately 3,615, or 3.32%, of the 108,965 tests administered in 
New York were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 22,623,028 doses of the 
vaccines to patients; 64.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the 
vaccines; and 57.8% are fully vaccinated. New York State health officials have abandoned plans 
to issue new COVID-19 guidelines for in-person learning for K-12 schools this fall, leaving 
decisions on mask wearing and other precautions to the discretion of local school officials. 
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Judge allows cruise line to temporarily require proof of vaccination in Florida, Aug. 9 

o On Sunday, a federal judge granted Norwegian Cruise Line’s request for a preliminary 
injunction that would temporarily allow the company to require passengers to present 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/08/us/norwegian-cruise-line-vaccine-requirement.html
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proof of vaccination, despite a Florida law that prohibits businesses from requiring such 
documentation.  

o The order, issued in the Southern District of Florida by U.S. District Court Judge 
Kathleen Williams, cited research that shows that “cruise lines are hotbeds for COVID-
19 transmission.” 

• Restaurants Are Dangling Vacation And Matching 401(k), But Many Workers Aren’t Biting, 
Aug. 6 
o The Department of Labor reported on Friday that U.S. employers added 943,000 jobs in 

July, up from 938,000 in June; about a quarter of these jobs are tied to restaurants and 
bars.  

o Although restaurants and bars have hired hundreds of thousands of cooks and servers in 
recent months, the industry remains short staffed and is about 1.7 million jobs short of 
its pre-pandemic level. 

o The unemployment rate fell from 5.9% in June to 5.4% in July. 
 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• Fauci is hopeful Covid vaccines will get full approval by the FDA within weeks, Aug. 8 

o Dr. Anthony Fauci said Sunday that he was hopeful the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) will give full approval to Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine by the end of August. 
Currently, the FDA has only given emergency authorization to the Pfizer, Moderna, and 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines.  

o He also predicted that once COVID-19 vaccines are fully authorized, a growing number 
of businesses, universities, and other entities will mandate the vaccine.  

• Vaccine demand jumps in states pummeled by Delta variant, Aug. 6 
o Vaccination rates continue to grow as the Delta variant outbreak intensifies. The 

number of Americans receiving their first vaccine has doubled in the last month.  
o States hardest hit have seen the largest vaccination drive. For example, vaccination 

rates have tripled in Louisiana over the last three weeks, and Alabama’s vaccination 
rates have reached the highest levels since May.  

o A sustained increase in vaccination rates may depend on various factors, such as 
continued public fear over the Delta outbreak, the prevalence of vaccination mandates, 
and whether the FDA gives full authorization to the vaccines.  

• Novavax CEO explains delay in COVID-19 vaccine EUA filing, Aug.6 
o According to the company’s CEO, Novavax will postpone applying for emergency use 

of its COVID-19 vaccine. The company predicts it will file with the FDA around 
October, a month later than its previous estimate. 

o Novavax has blamed manufacturing quality concerns for the delay. The company, 
which received $1.75 billion to develop its vaccine through Project Warp Speed, was 
directed by the U.S. government to manufacture its vaccine through Fujifilm Diosynth 
Biotechnologies. Despite Fujifilm’s plan to double its production through an $850 
million investment in manufacturing facilities, one of its major plants has stopped 
production of the Novavax vaccine due to quality issues.  

o The Novavax COVID-19 vaccine has demonstrated over 90% efficacy—comparable to 
Pfizer and Moderna. The company expects booster shots of its vaccine will be needed.  

• United will require its U.S. employees to be vaccinated, a first for country’s major airlines, 
Aug. 6 

https://www.npr.org/2021/08/06/1025202681/restaurants-are-dangling-paid-vacation-and-matching-401-k-but-workers-arent-biti
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/08/fauci-is-hopeful-covid-vaccines-will-get-full-approval-by-the-fda-within-weeks.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/06/vaccine-demand-states-delta-502701
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/novavax-ceo-explains-delay-in-covid-19-vaccine-eua-filing-193155277.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/06/united-airlines-vaccine-mandate-employees.html
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o United Airlines will require its 67,000 U.S. employees to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by the earliest of October 25 or five weeks after the FDA gives full 
approval to the vaccine. Employees who do not comply risk termination.  

o While United’s policy is one of the strictest, a few companies have also clamped down 
recently: since last week, Walmart has mandated vaccination for corporate staff, Uber 
for office staff, and Tyson Foods for all personnel.  

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, Aug. 6 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of August 4, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 89,977. 

This is a 33.7% increase compared to the previous week’s average, and an overall 
64.6% decrease compared to the national peak on January 10, 2021.  

o As of August 5, 348.9 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 
States. Overall, approximately 193.2 million people in the United States have received 
at least one dose of vaccine, which is 58.2% of the population. Approximately 165.6 
million people are fully vaccinated, which is 49.9% of the population. The seven-day 
average number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 699,261, a 13.63% 
increase compared to the previous week.  

o As of August 3, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 7,707, a 
40.0% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of August 4, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 377 per day, a 34.8% 
increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

• CDC raises travel advisories for France and Israel to highest level, Aug. 9 
o On Monday, due to surging levels of the Delta variant, the CDC raised the travel 

advisory on France and Israel to Level 4, the highest level. The CDC recommends 
against all travel, regardless of vaccination status, to Level 4 countries.  

o France and Israel join Ireland, Iran, Iceland, Thailand, Greece, and numerous other 
countries designated at Level 4.  

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 9 

o New York reported 12 deaths, 1,225 hospitalizations, and 246 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on August 8, 2021.   

o Approximately 3,615, or 3.32%, of the 108,965 tests administered in New York on 
August 8, were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of August 8, New York has administered 22,623,028 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 64.3% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 57.8% are fully vaccinated.  

o New York State health officials have abandoned plans to issue new COVID-19 
guidelines for in-person learning for K-12 schools this fall, leaving decisions on mask 
wearing and other precautions to the discretion of local school officials.  

  
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Aug. 9 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://news.yahoo.com/cdc-raises-travel-advisories-france-193400656.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/coronavirus/2021/08/05/new-york-covid-school-reopening-guidance/5496544001/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
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o The Delta variant is now the dominant COVID-19 strain in New York City. Data shows 
that the variant accounts for 83% of all sampled positive cases, meaning that the City is 
now considered a “high transmission” area, according to CDC guidelines. 

 
International 
• In preparation for the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, authorities in China are planning 

COVID-19 precautions that will go far beyond those taken at the Tokyo Games. 
• Also in China, the government has fired or reprimanded more than 30 officials nationwide 

for mishandling a Delta variant driven coronavirus outbreak that is the country’s worst 
outbreak in more than a year. 

• On Monday, South Korea opened its vaccination booking system to adults ages 18 to 49 
following months of delays. 

• On Saturday, thousands protested across France in the fourth consecutive weekend of 
protests against a new mandate that requires a pandemic health pass to enter most businesses 
and use public transportation. 

 
Other Updates  
• California Will Require Vaccines For Workers In Health Care Facilities, Aug. 6 

o On Thursday, California, which is currently facing its fastest increase in COVID-19 
cases since the start of the pandemic, implemented a requirement that health care 
workers statewide be vaccinated against coronavirus.  

o Under the order, paid and unpaid workers in health care facilities have until Sept. 30 to 
get fully vaccinated. It applies to individuals who provide services or work in hospitals, 
nursing facilities, psychiatric hospitals, clinics and doctor’s offices, in addition to 
others. Exceptions will be available for religious belief or qualified medical condition. 

o Facilities will be required to verify the vaccination status of their staff and have a plan 
for monitoring the status of employees. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 
 
Send questions to: 

• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2021/08/06/delta-variant-dominant-strain-covid-19-vaccine-new-york-city
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/09/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/tokyos-olympic-bubble-wait-till-you-see-beijings
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/09/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/china-punishes-local-officials-over-a-growing-outbreak-fueled-by-the-delta-variant
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/09/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/south-korea-opens-its-vaccination-booking-system-to-all-adults-after-months-of-delays
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/07/1025765213/thousands-protest-against-frances-coronavirus-health-pass-as-stricter-rules-loom
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/08/06/1025360746/california-vaccine-mandate-health-care-workers
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

