
 

August 2, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 34,972,532 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 611,051 reported related 
deaths. On Thursday, President Biden announced that every federal employee will be asked to 
attest to their vaccination status and those who fail to do so or who are not vaccinated will be 
required to wear a mask and get tested regularly, along with complying with other restrictions. 
The President also said that vaccinations are a key component of re-opening schools in the fall. 
U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona stressed the importance of the return of in-person 
schooling and said the department will release a roadmap for return to school on Monday, which 
will include the importance of complying with CDC mask guidelines.  
 
Vaccination rates are increasing in states where the Delta variant has been surging, likely owing 
to fears about infection and severe symptoms, growing trust of the vaccine, and other factors. 
Two obstetrician groups recommended on Friday that all pregnant women get vaccinated, citing 
rising cases, low rates of vaccination among pregnant women, and the vaccines’ demonstrated 
safety and efficacy for pregnant women. On Thursday, AstraZeneca announced it will seek 
authorization for its vaccine in the US.   
 
The CDC has acknowledged internally that its COVID-19 strategy must change in light of 
increasing evidence that vaccinated individuals with breakthrough Delta infections have high 
viral loads and can probably transmit the virus readily.  
 
As of August 1, New York reported 4 deaths, 788 hospitalizations, and 162 COVID-19 patients 
in intensive care. Approximately 2,143, or 2.96%, of the 72,514 tests administered in New York 
were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 22,324,811 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 63.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; and 
57.2% are fully vaccinated. Governor Cuomo announced that starting Labor Day, MTA and Port 
Authority employees working in New York facilities will be required to be vaccinated for 
COVID-19 or be tested weekly. Governor Cuomo is asking private businesses, such as bars and 
restaurants, to require proof of vaccination as a condition for admission, asking them to be 
“vaccine-only admission.” 
 
U.S. Government Updates        
• Remarks by President Biden Laying Out the Next Steps in Our Effort to Get More 

Americans Vaccinated and Combat the Spread of the Delta Variant, July 29 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/29/remarks-by-president-biden-laying-out-the-next-steps-in-our-effort-to-get-more-americans-vaccinated-and-combat-the-spread-of-the-delta-variant/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/29/remarks-by-president-biden-laying-out-the-next-steps-in-our-effort-to-get-more-americans-vaccinated-and-combat-the-spread-of-the-delta-variant/
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o On Thursday, President Biden announced that every federal employee will be asked to 
attest to their vaccination status and those who do not attest or are not vaccinated will 
be required to wear a mask, get tested once or twice a week, socially distance, and not 
travel for work. Similar standards will also apply to federal contractors. 

o He also asked the Department of Defense to look into adding COVID-19 to the list of 
vaccinations required for the armed forces. 

o The federal government will reimburse employers that give employees paid time off to 
get themselves and their family members vaccinated. President Biden also called on 
state and local governments to use federal funding they have receive to offer $100 
incentives to people who get vaccinated. 

• FACT SHEET: Reopening Schools and Rebuilding With Equity, Aug. 2 
o The Biden Administration says that vaccination, combined with layered mitigation 

strategies, has the greatest potential to allow schools to fully re-open in the fall. Almost 
90 percent of educators and school staff are now vaccinated. 

o The President is also asking school districts nationwide to host at least one pop-up 
vaccination clinic over the coming weeks to try to boost vaccination rates among 
students 12 years and older. 

o The administration has invested $130 billion to support schools safely reopening. 
• Students Need to be in Classrooms, With Masks, This Fall, Education Secretary Says, Aug. 

2 
o U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona says that students need to be in classrooms 

this fall, stressing that schools are where students learn best. 
o The Department of Education is expected to release a plan for the return to school on 

Monday which will recommend that schools invest in social and emotional support for 
students and follow CDC guidance for masking.  

o However, some states, including Texas, South Carolina and Iowa have passed laws 
banning schools from requiring students or staff to wear masks.  

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics  
• Delta Variant Fears Spur More Americans to Get Covid-19 Vaccine, July 31 

o Vaccination rates are increasing in areas where the Delta variant is surging, such as 
Alabama, Arkansas, and Missouri.  

o According to experts, several factors are driving the increase in vaccinations, including 
worries about the infectiousness and severity of the Delta variant, growing confidence 
in the safety of vaccines, and the influence of family and friends. 

• Obstetrician groups recommend COVID vaccine during pregnancy, July 30 
o On Friday, The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the Society 

for Maternal-Fetal Medicine recommended COVID-19 shots for all pregnant women. 
o The two groups cited concerns about rising COVID-19 cases combined with low rates 

of vaccination (16%) among pregnant women. 
o According to the groups, the vaccines have proven safe and effective in practice for 

tens of thousands of pregnant women.  
• AstraZeneca to seek U.S. approval of Covid vaccine by end of the year, July 29 

o AstraZeneca said Thursday that it intends to seek U.S. authorization for its COVID-19 
vaccine in the second half of this year. The vaccine is already authorized in the UK, the 
European Union, and many other countries.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/02/fact-sheet-reopening-schools-and-rebuilding-with-equity/
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/02/1022429844/schools-masks-students-in-person-education-secretary-cardona
https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/reynolds-statement-on-new-covid-19-guidance-from-the-biden-administration%C2%A0%C2%A0
https://www.wsj.com/articles/delta-variant-fears-spur-some-americans-to-get-covid-19-vaccine-11627723802
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-vaccine-pregnant-women-30275614efe8f92cba3f4aebd96ccddc
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/astrazeneca-seek-u-s-approval-covid-vaccine-end-year-n1275365
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U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, July 30 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of July 28, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 66,606. 

This is a 64.1% increase compared to the previous week’s average, and an overall 
73.8% decrease compared to the national peak on January 10, 2021.  

o As of July 29, 344.1 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United States. 
Overall, approximately 189.9 million people in the United States have received at least 
one dose of vaccine, which is 57.2% of the population. Approximately 163.9 million 
people are fully vaccinated, which is 49.4% of the population. The seven-day average 
number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 615,404, a 16.15% decrease 
compared to the previous week.  

o As of July 27, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 5,475, a 
46.3% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of July 28, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 296 per day, a 33.3% 
increase compared to the previous week’s average.  

• CDC warns in internal document that 'war has changed' with the coronavirus, July 30 
o Growing evidence suggests that fully vaccinated individuals can readily transmit the 

Delta variant, contrary to what many experts previously thought. As a result, the CDC 
is changing course, supplementing its vaccine policy with increased calls for masking 
and social restrictions. CDC officials warned in an internal presentation that “the war 
has changed.”  

o Research suggests that viral loads are as high in vaccinated individuals with a 
breakthrough infection as infected unvaccinated individuals. Virus levels are a strong 
indication of transmissibility. In addition, researchers point to a large Massachusetts 
hospital where 74% of COVID-19 cases are in vaccinated individuals.  

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, August 2 

o New York reported 4 deaths, 788 hospitalizations, and 162 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on August 1, 2021.   

o Approximately 2,143, or 2.96%, of the 72,514 tests administered in New York on 
August 1 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of August 1, New York has administered 22,324,811 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 63.2% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 57.2% are fully vaccinated.  

o Governor Cuomo announced that starting Labor Day, MTA and Port Authority 
employees working in New York State facilities will be required to be vaccinated for 
COVID-19 or be tested weekly.  

o Governor Cuomo is asking private businesses, such as bars and restaurants, to require 
proof of vaccination as a condition for admission, asking them to be “vaccine-only 
admission.” 

 
New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, August 2 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/cdc-warns-internal-document-war-has-changed-coronavirus-n1275478
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-mta-and-new-york-port-authority-employees-will-be-required-get
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/02/new-york-gov-cuomo-asks-private-businesses-to-require-covid-vaccination-for-admission.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
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o Mayor Bill de Blasio is strongly recommending that people in New York City wear 
masks inside all public indoor spaces, regardless of vaccination status. He stopped short 
of declaring a mask mandate amid rising COVID-19 cases driven by the highly 
contagious Delta variant. 

 
International 
• In Australia, local police in New South Wales will be joined by approximately 300 unarmed 

Australian soldiers who will help enforce a coronavirus lockdown in and around Sydney. 
• On Friday, Japan extended a state of emergency to areas around Tokyo and Osaka, the 

country’s second largest city, in response to a record surge of coronavirus cases, with more 
than 10,000 new cases being reported in the country for two days in a row. On Monday, 
Tokyo 2020 organizers reported 17 new infections among people credentialed for the 
Games. 

• A COVID-19 outbreak attributed to the Delta variant has spread to 15 cities in China; the 
first case of the outbreak was detected in a passenger arriving from Russia at the airport in 
Nanjing on July 20. At least 184 infections have been found since. 

• On Thursday, the Prime Minister of Israel, Naftali Bennett, announced that the country 
would offer booster shots to people over 60 who were vaccinated more than five months 
ago. 

• On Monday, Germany announced that it will offer vaccine booster shots to older people and 
those with underlying health conditions starting in September. 

• The foreign policy chief of the European Union says the bloc is falling short of its promises 
to donate coronavirus vaccine doses to Africa and Latin America. Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna have both increased the price of their vaccines in their latest contracts with the EU. 
 

Other  
• Back To The Office? Not Yet. Companies Scramble To Adjust To The Delta Variant, July 30 

o Work places are responding to the continuing spread of the Delta variant and rising 
COVID-19 case numbers. Companies like Walmart will once again require all workers 
to wear masks in areas most affected by the Delta variant and the New York Times has 
postponed its planned return to the office indefinitely.  

o The CDC’s reversal on masks served as a catalyst for many companies, including 
companies in Big Tech, such as Twitter, which announced it was closing offices in 
New York and San Francisco that had recently re-opened.  Google, for its part, 
announced it would delay its return-to-office date for most employees until mid-
October.  

o Google and Facebook will also require employees to be vaccinated; Twitter already had 
a vaccination requirement in place. 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, Syria, 
and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 
Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3  

https://gothamist.com/news/cuomo-de-blasio-recommend-indoor-masking-for-vaccinatedbut-stop-short-of-full-mandate
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/07/30/1022685816/australia-sydney-lockdown-covid-coronavirus-troops
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/24/1020158692/australia-covid-lockdown-protests-sydney-arrests-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/07/30/1022321170/japan-tokyo-olympics-games-emergency-covid-19
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2021/07/9fdac6380081-japan-to-expand-covid-emergency-to-4-prefectures-amid-virus-surge.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/07/31/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/covid-olympics-athletes
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/07/30/1022737320/china-delta-variant-spreading-coronavirus-covid-nanjing-cities
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/07/29/1022334531/israel-covid-booster-shot-vaccine-coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/germany-plans-to-offer-vaccine-booster-shots-starting-in-september
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/the-eu-is-lagging-on-vaccine-donations-aiding-china-a-top-bloc-official-says
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/02/world/covid-delta-variant-vaccine/pfizer-and-moderna-raised-their-vaccine-prices-in-their-latest-eu-contracts
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/30/1022660154/back-to-the-office-not-yet-companies-scramble-to-adjust-to-delta-variant
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
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• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 
27  

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24  
 

Send questions to:  
COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

