
 

May 17, 2021 

Summary  
 
The United States has 32,941,112 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 585,970 reported related 
deaths. On Friday, President Biden announced that the week of May 16 through May 22, 2021, 
will be designated “Emergency Medical Services Week,” in a gesture of appreciation for the 
contributions of emergency medical service providers toward the coronavirus relief effort. 
 
British pharmaceutical company GlaxoSmithKline and its French Partner Sanofi have announced 
that results from a second-stage study of its COVID-19 vaccine show that the vaccine provokes a 
strong immune response in adults of all age groups with no safety concerns. The companies hope 
to gain regulatory authorization by the end of this year. If so, the vaccine could help to inoculate 
much of the developing world and could be used as a booster shot in countries further along in 
the vaccination process. After CDC announced last week that fully vaccinated people no longer 
need to wear masks in most places, the agency clarified that schools should continue to require 
masking and distancing through the end of this school year. CDC’s relaxed masking guidance 
was criticized by the National Nurses United union over the weekend, while several large 
retailers have now ended their mask requirements.  
 
In the past two weeks, cases are down approximately 70 percent in New Jersey and almost 50 
percent in Michigan and Rhode Island. Alabama is the only state with the highest COVID-19 
risk level of red, indicating unchecked community spread. In the last week, Alabama averaged 
1,299 new cases a day per 100,000 people. 
 
As of May 16, New York reported 11 deaths, 1,581 hospitalizations, and 387 COVID-19 patients 
in intensive care. Approximately 1,278, or 1.26%, of the 101,173 tests administered in New York 
were positive for COVID-19. New York has administered 17,626,145 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 50% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; and 41.8% 
are fully vaccinated. On May 13, Governor Cuomo signed legislation that protects New Yorkers’ 
COVID-19 stimulus payments from being garnished by debt collectors. Governor Cuomo 
announced the four pop-up vaccination sites at MTA station stops will continue to operate 
through May 22. These stops include Penn Station, Grand Central, East 180th Street in the Bronx, 
and Broadway Junction in Brooklyn. Governor Cuomo announced that, effective May 19, New 
York State will adopt the CDC’s new mask and social distancing guidance for vaccinated people 
which calls for an end to masks and social distancing for vaccinated people in most settings. 
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U.S. Government Updates        
•  A Proclamation on Emergency Medical Services Week, 2021, May 14 

o On Friday, President Biden announced that the week of May 16 through May 22, 2021, 
will be designated “Emergency Medical Services Week,” in a gesture of appreciation 
for the contributions of emergency medical service providers toward the coronavirus 
relief effort. 

 
Vaccines and Therapeutics 
• GlaxoSmithKline and Sanofi Report Strong Results in Trials of COVID-19 Vaccine, May 17 

o  A COVID-19 vaccine developed by British company GlaxoSmithKline and its French 
partner, Sanofi, produced strong immune responses in adults of all ages in a mid-stage 
study. According to the study, the vaccine raised no safety concerns.  

o The vaccine was originally expected to gain regulatory approval in the U.K. during the 
first half of 2021, but approval was delayed in December after a prior study showed 
that the vaccine failed to produce a strong immune response in older people.  

o The third phase of the trial is expected to start in the coming weeks. It will involve 
35,000 adults from a wide range of countries.  

o The companies hope to gain regulatory approval in the fourth quarter of this year. If it 
becomes available, the vaccine could help inoculate the developing world. It could also 
function as a booster shot in countries that have already made significant progress in 
vaccinating their populations. 

 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review, May 14 

o CDC summarized key COVID-19 disease indicators for last week.  
o As of May 12, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 35,442. 

This is a 23.6% decrease compared to the previous week’s average, and an overall 
85.8% decrease compared to the national peak on January 8, 2021.  

o As of May 13, 266.6 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United States. 
Overall, approximately 154.6 million people in the United States have received at least 
one dose of vaccine, which is 46.6% of the population. Approximately 119 million 
people are fully vaccinated, which is 35.8% of the population. The seven-day average 
number of reported vaccine dose administrations was 2.09 million, a 0.06% increase 
compared to the previous week.  

o As of May 11, the average number of new daily hospital admissions was 4,049, a 
12.4% decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of May 12, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 592 per day, a 10.3% 
decrease compared to the previous week’s average.  
 

• Schools in the U.S. Should Continue To Use Masks, C.D.C. Advises, May 15 
o After issuing new guidance last week allowing fully vaccinated Americans to go 

maskless in most instances and locations, CDC has updated its guidance for K-12 
schools clarifying that it continues to recommend universal use of masks and physical 
distancing through the end of the 2020-2021 school year.  

o CDC Director, Dr. Rochelle Walensky, said that the agency will work over the summer 
to update its school guidance for the fall.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/05/14/a-proclamation-on-emergency-medical-services-week-2021/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/may/17/glaxosmithkline-sanofi-trials-covid-vaccine
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/17/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases#sanofi-glaxosmithkline-vaccine-trial
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/15/us/schools-masks-cdc.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
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o Although the Pfizer vaccine is now authorized for use in people age 12 and older, no 
vaccine has yet been authorized for use in children under 12.  
 

• CDC Director Offers a Stark Reassurance: Only Unvaccinated People Are At Risk by 
Unmasking, May 16 
o In the wake of CDC’s new guidance instructing that it is no longer necessary for fully 

vaccinated people to wear a mask or maintain social distance in many settings, CDC 
Director Walensky stated over the weekend that only the unvaccinated are at risk of 
contracting COVID-19 if they remove their masks.  

o “If you are vaccinated, we are saying you are safe, you can take up your mask and you 
are not at risk of severe disease or hospitalization from Covid-19,” said Walensky. “If 
you are not vaccinated, you are not safe. Please go get vaccinated or continue to wear 
your mask.” 

o Soon after CDC announced its new guidance, many major retailers, including Walmart, 
Costco, Publix, and Starbucks, dropped their mask requirements for vaccinated people, 
effectively moving to an honor system. Others, like Target and CVS, will continue to 
mandate face coverings for now.  

o Also over the weekend, the nation’s largest union of registered nurses, National Nurses 
United, criticized the relaxation of CDC’s masking guidance, saying that it “is not 
based on science” and will jeopardize the health of frontline workers. 

 
New York State 
• New York State COVID-19 Updates, May 17 

o New York reported 11 deaths, 1,581 hospitalizations, and 387 COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care on May16, 2021.   

o Approximately 1,278, or 1.26%, of the 101,173 tests administered in New York on 
May 16 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of May 16, New York has administered 17,626,145 doses of the vaccines to 
patients; 50% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 
and 41.8% are fully vaccinated.  

o On May 13, Governor Cuomo signed legislation that protects New Yorkers’ COVID-19 
relief payments from being garnished by debt collectors. Under this law, relief 
payments to New Yorkers include stimulus payments, tax refunds, rebates, and tax 
credits for individual and children who qualify. Any person who is subject to a money 
judgement that is being enforced against their bank account will receive a notice that 
any COVID-19 stimulus funds are protected. 

o Governor Cuomo announced the four pop-up vaccination sites at MTA station stops 
will continue to operate through May 22. These stops include Penn Station, Grand 
Central, East 180th Street in the Bronx, and Broadway Junction in Brooklyn. These four 
pop-up stops, which began operating on May 12, administered 3,497 doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine from May 12-15. The sites are equipped to vaccinate up to 
300 walk-ins per day on a first come, first serve basis. 

o Effective May 19, Governor Cuomo announced that New York State will adopt the 
CDC’s new mask and social distancing guidance for vaccinated people that calls for an 
end to masks and social distancing for vaccinated people in most settings. The guidance 
calls for wearing masks in crowded indoor settings such as buses, planes, hospitals, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/16/world/cdc-director-unvaccinated-masks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/16/world/cdc-director-unvaccinated-masks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/15/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/major-us-retailers-drop-mask-requirements-for-vaccinated-shoppers-effectively-moving-to-an-honor-system
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/15/world/nurses-union-cdc-mask-vaccinated.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-legislation-protecting-new-yorkers-covid-19-stimulus-payments-debt
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-four-pop-vaccination-sites-mta-stations-continue-operating-following
https://www.mytwintiers.com/news-header/ny-news-share/watch-live-gov-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-on-pandemic-from-radio-city-music-hall/
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prisons, and homeless shelters but removes the need to social distance or wear masks 
for fully vaccinated people, even in crowds. 

 
 New York City  
• New York City COVID-19 Updates, May 17 

o Mayor Bill de Blasio announced a new program, “Open Boulevards,” that will enhance 
and expand 10 multi-block corridors to create dining destination experiences 
throughout the city. In addition to creating extra space on the streets for dining, the 
program will also feature cultural activities, community-based programming, 
landscaping and other beautification, and art installations.  

o The New York City Marathon, one of the biggest events that occurs in the City each 
year, will return on November 7, 2021, with a reduced capacity. In order to participate, 
individuals will be required to test negative for coronavirus in the days leading up to the 
race, or show proof of full vaccination. Runners will not be required to wear masks 
during the race. 

 
International 
• Aid efforts to India have been complicated by an Indian law passed last September that 

limits donations from international charities. Under this law, charities wishing to receive 
foreign funds must get affidavits and notary stamps and open accounts with the government-
owned State Bank of India. Another complicating factor is a powerful cyclone that is 
forcing regional governments to divert resources away from the coronavirus relief effort to 
evacuating people and minimizing storm damage. 

• On Saturday, Australia carried out its first repatriation flight from India days after ending a 
ban on allowing Australian citizens to return from India. The flight had been scheduled to 
carry 150 passengers, but only 80 people were allowed to board after 70 were barred from 
travel because they or their close contacts had tested positive for COVID-19. 

• Taiwan is facing its worst outbreak of the pandemic, with 333 new cases recorded Monday, 
mostly in the capital of Taipei. 

• Hong Kong said that it is tightening quarantine restrictions for residents traveling from 
Taiwan and denying entry from Taiwan to nonresidents. The Hong Kong government also 
announced another deferral of a quarantine-free travel bubble with Singapore, where the 
number of new cases without a known source has been climbing. Plans for a travel bubble 
were suspended previously in November because of a high caseload in Hong Kong. 

• On Wednesday, the Netherlands is set to reopen amusement parks, zoos, and other outdoor 
venues with social distancing. It will also allow outdoor dining until 8:00 pm. 

 
Other Updates   
• The million-dollar jab and other giveaways reveal a desperate push to vaccinate America, 

May 16 
o Faced with a dwindling demand for surplus coronavirus vaccines, governors and mayors 

are finding ways to incentivize vaccination.  
o Ohio Governor Mike DeWine is offering $1 million to five vaccinated adults each, and 

will be giving full scholarships to a public state university for five vaccinated teenagers. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/352-21/streets-week-mayor-de-blasio-open-boulevards-
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/17/sports/nyc-marathon-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/16/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/a-new-law-in-india-makes-it-harder-for-foreign-aid-to-reach-covid-patients-critics-say
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/17/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/a-cyclone-is-diverting-scarce-resources-in-india-away-from-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/15/world/australias-repatriation-flight-india.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/03/world/australia/covid-india-travel-ban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/17/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/a-cyclone-is-diverting-scarce-resources-in-india-away-from-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/17/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/a-cyclone-is-diverting-scarce-resources-in-india-away-from-covid
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/17/world/covid-vaccine-coronavirus-cases/a-cyclone-is-diverting-scarce-resources-in-india-away-from-covid
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/vaccine-prizes-one-million-dollars-beer/2021/05/16/6fa5cfa4-b425-11eb-9059-d8176b9e3798_story.html
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o New Jersey Governor Phil Murphey has endorsed a “Shot and a Beer” incentive 
program, in tandem with breweries, in which people who receive a first vaccine dose 
will get a free beer. 

o In Memphis, Tennessee, a “Shot for Shot Sweepstakes” offers a free car to a lucky 
winner with an official vaccination card. 

 
 

Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere:  

• Annual Meetings, Compensation and COVID-19: Where Things Stand, April 13 

• Managing Volatility in a Pandemic? Document your Derivatives Transactions 
Appropriately, April 13 

• California Authorities Issue a Wide Range of Rules and Guidance on COVID-19, 
April 10 

• HHS Initiates Initial $30 Billion Distribution of the $100 Billion Public Health and Social 
Services Emergency Fund, April 10 
 

Send questions to: 
• COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

 
 

https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/Annual-Meetings-Compensation-and-COVID-19-Where-Things-Stand
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/Managing-Volatility-in-a-Pandemic-Document-your-Derivative-Transaction-Appropriately
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/Managing-Volatility-in-a-Pandemic-Document-your-Derivative-Transaction-Appropriately
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/California-Authorities-Issue-a-Wide-Range-of-Rules-and-Guidance-on-COVID-19
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/HHS-Initiates-Initial-$30-Billion-Distribution-of-the-100-Billion-Public-Health-and-Social-Services
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2020/04/HHS-Initiates-Initial-$30-Billion-Distribution-of-the-100-Billion-Public-Health-and-Social-Services
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

