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Summary  

 

Since COVID-19 was first identified in the United States, the government has confirmed a total 

of 71,334,599 COVID-19 cases and 867,806 reported related deaths in the country. The 

government began accepting orders for free COVID-19 rapid tests last Tuesday. The Biden 

Administration said it would send 500 million rapid tests this month. Some Americans have 

begun to receive their free COVID-19 tests mailed by the U.S. government through the U.S. 

Postal Service.  

 

Pfizer’s CEO says he hopes that an annual COVID-19 vaccine can be developed, rather than 

relying on the inferior scenario of booster doses multiple times per year. Further, following 

new CDC data that suggests that the COVID-19 vaccine booster doses are significantly 

effective at reducing the chance of hospitalization from the Omicron variant, the CDC said that 

while it will not change what it means to be “fully vaccinated,” it will continue to consider 

those without booster doses as not “up to date” on their COVID-19 vaccinations. 

 

In the wake of the initial surge of cases driven by the Omicron variant, cases in various regions 

across the country are now declining rapidly, especially in the Northeast. However, cases remain 

near record levels in some areas, including in Alabama and North Dakota.  

 

On January 23, New York reported 133 deaths, 9,798 hospitalizations, and 1,479 COVID-19 

patients in intensive care. Approximately 12,259 or 8.55% of the 143,388 tests administered in 

New York on January 23 were positive for COVID-19.1 New York has administered 35,507,187 

doses of the vaccines to patients; 87.0% of New York residents have received at least one dose of 

the vaccines; and 73.6% are fully vaccinated.2 

 

On January 21, New York Governor Kathy Hochul announced 17 new #VaxForKids pop-up 

sites aimed at vaccinating children ages 5 and over. The sites are part of the 80 total sites 

announced last week, which will be established over a 6-week period statewide. The State is 

experiencing a rapid decline in COVID-19 cases as the Omicron variant recedes, with cases 

 
1 Testing data come from a New York State Department of Health database containing reported results from all labs 

testing samples from New York State residents and pooled/batch tests reported by institutions of higher education. 

The data does not include at-home tests. 
2 For surveillance purposes, CDC data counts people as “fully vaccinated” if they have received two doses on 

different days (regardless of time interval) of the two-dose mRNA series or received one dose of a single-dose 

vaccine. 
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down over 50% compared to the prior 7 days and cases per 100,000 continuing to decline in all 

regions. 

 

U.S. Government Updates        

• Coronavirus Tests from the U.S. Government Have Begun to Arrive at Some Homes, Jan. 

23 

o Some Americans have begun to receive their free COVID-19 tests mailed by the 

U.S. government through the U.S. Postal Service. The government began 

accepting orders for the tests last Tuesday.  

o The Biden Administration said it would send 500 million rapid tests this month. 

The government has not released how people have ordered tests, but nearly 70 

million people have visited the test site since it went live. The Biden 

Administration also announced that this spring they plan to make a second batch 

of 500 million tests available as well.    

 

Vaccines and Therapeutics 

• Pfizer CEO says frequent boosters 'not a good scenario,' hopes for yearly vaccine, Jan. 22 

o Albert Bourla, Pfizer’s CEO, opined over the weekend that an annual COVID-19 

vaccine would be far preferable to the administration of booster doses every four, five, 

or six months. Bourla said he was hopeful that his company could produce such a 

vaccine. 

o When asked about the company’s efforts toward an Omicron-specific vaccine, Bourla 

said: “I do not know if we will have to use it, but we are working on the vaccine. We 

will know if it is the best solution only after we see the data.” He added that the 

company is “already building the infrastructure for production.” 

• Covid booster shots effective against severe illness from omicron, CDC studies say, Jan. 21 

o New research released by the CDC on Friday suggests that a booster dose of either 

Pfizer or Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine significantly reduces the chance of 

hospitalization or severe illness from the COVID-19 Omicron variant. The research is 

among the first to consider the vaccines’ impact against the Omicron variant in the 

United States, which now accounts for more than 99% of new cases in the country.  

o According to the research, an analysis of 259 hospitals and 383 emergency 

departments from late August through early January showed that a third vaccine dose 

reduced the odds of a hospital or emergency room visit by 94 percent during the Delta 

wave, and by 82 percent once the Omicron variant started spreading. 

 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

• CDC Interpretation of Forecasts of New Deaths and Hospitalizations, Jan. 21 

o As of January 19, the seven-day average number of daily new cases reported was 

744,616. 

o As of January 20, 531.9 million vaccine doses have been administered in the United 

States. Overall, approximately 250.0 million people in the United States have received 

at least one dose of vaccine, which is 75.3% of the population. Approximately 209.8 

million people have received the initial two-dose vaccine treatment, which is 63.2% of 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/24/us/coronavirus-tests-from-the-us-government-have-begun-to-arrive-at-some-homes.html
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/590926-pfizer-ceo-says-frequent-boosters-not-a-good-scenario-hopes-for-yearly
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/booster-shots-effective-severe-illness-omicron-rcna13038
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/forecasting/mathematical-modeling.html
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the population. The seven-day average number of reported vaccine dose 

administrations was 1,094,988, a 15.2% decrease from the previous week.  

o As of January 20, approximately 82.5 million booster doses have been reported, but 

53.2% of the total booster-eligible population has not yet received a booster dose. 

o As of January 18, the seven-day average of new daily hospital admissions was 20,990, 

a 1.1% increase compared to the previous week’s average. 

o As of January 19, the seven-day average of reported deaths was 1,749 per day, a 0.3% 

decrease compared to the previous week’s average. 

• Walensky: CDC language “pivoting” on “fully vaccinated”, Jan. 21 

o Following the release of new CDC data suggesting that booster doses of the Pfizer and 

Moderna vaccines significantly reduce the risk of hospitalization from the COVID-19 

Omicron variant, the agency maintained that it will not change its existing definition 

of “fully vaccinated,” which does not include receipt of a booster dose.  

o On Friday, Director Rochelle Walensky stated that that the CDC is instead “pivoting 

the language” to consider people “up to date” on their COVID-19 vaccination rather 

than “fully vaccinated.” 

o Walensky illustrated by stating: “If you are eligible for a booster and you haven’t 

gotten it, you’re not up to date and you need to get your booster in order to be up to 

date.” 

 

New York State 

• New York State COVID-19 Updates, Jan. 24 

o New York reported 133 deaths, 9,798 hospitalizations, and 1,479 COVID-19 patients 

in intensive care on January 23, 2022.   

o Approximately 12,259 or 8.55% of the 143,388 tests administered in New York on 

January 23 were positive for COVID-19.   

o As of January 23, New York has administered 35,507,187 doses of the vaccines to 

patients; 87.0% of New York residents have received at least one dose of the vaccines; 

and 73.6% are fully vaccinated. 

o On January 21, Governor Kathy Hochul announced 17 new #VaxForKids pop-up sites 

aimed at vaccinating children ages 5 and over. The sites are part of the 80 total sites 

announced last week, which will be established over a 6-week period statewide. 

o The State is experiencing a rapid decline in COVID-19 cases as the Omicron variant 

recedes, with cases down over 50% compared to the prior 7 days and cases per 

100,000 continuing to decline in all regions.  

 

New York City 

• New York City COVID-19 Updates, Jan. 24 

o The U.S. Department of Defense Military Medical Teams promised by the federal 

government earlier this month arrived in the City on January 24. The teams will 

support City health and hospital facilities in Coney Island and the Bronx and bring 

much-needed relief to health care workers in the wake of the City’s Omicron surge. 

 

International 

• France plans to lift the country’s COVID-19 restrictions in the next few weeks.  

https://www.axios.com/cdc-covid-19-vaccinations-boosters-c68318f9-4041-4d39-bb65-d2130cf680ba.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-17-new-vaxforkids-pop-sites
https://www.news10.com/news/new-york-state-covid-update-continue-decline-on-sunday-jan-23/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news.page
https://abc7ny.com/omicron-surge-national-guard-doctors-nurses-military-medical/11504055/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/20/world/europe/france-restrictions-omicron.html
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• Pakistan imposed a series of new COVID-19 restrictions, including banning unvaccinated 

people from entering mosques.  

• China lifted a month-long lockdown of the city if Xi’an, which has a population of 13 

million people.  

Other Updates 

 
Other recent events covered in detail elsewhere: 

• Podcast: Non-binding Guidance: COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate Litigation, July 29 

 

• Three new General Licenses expand scope of COVID-19-related activity with Iran, 

Syria, and Venezuela under U.S. Sanctions, July 6 

 

• Regulatory Trends in Pharma Deal-making: Transitioning from the “Year of the 

Pandemic” to “Another Year of the Pandemic,” June 3 

 

• Non-binding Guidance: The Defense Production Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 

27 

 

• Doug Brayley Discusses Employer Vaccination Policies on CNN, May 24 

 

Send questions to: 

o COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/23/world/asia/pakistan-says-only-fully-vaccinated-people-will-be-allowed-in-mosques.html
https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-coronavirus-pandemic-sports-travel-health-63e4ebc0a67c939bf020c93cd715297a
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/July/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-COVID-19-Vaccine-Mandate-Litigation
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/July/Three-new-General-Licenses-expand-scope-of-COVID-19-related-activity-with-Iran-Syria-and-Venezuela
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/alerts/2021/June/Regulatory-Trends-in-Pharma-Deal-making-Transitioning-from-the-Year-of-the-Pandemic-to-Another-Year
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/podcasts/2021/May/Podcast-Non-binding-Guidance-The-Defense-Production-Act-and-the-COVID-19-Pandemic
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/May/Doug-Brayley-Discusses-Employer-Vaccination-Policies-on-CNN
mailto:COVID-19-Implications@ropesgray.com

