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April 4, 2020 

State and Local Jurisdictions Impose Restrictions on Gatherings and Non-
Essential Businesses: Defining What Is, and Is Not, an “Essential Business” 
that Can Remain Open in Non-Remote Mode 
Several jurisdictions recently imposed restrictions to limit the size of gatherings and 
close or reduce in-person operations of various “non-essential businesses,” all in 
order to slow the spread of COVID-19 through increased social distancing. Below, 
we summarize the restrictions and the exceptions for “essential businesses” 
applicable to dozens of jurisdictions. Because these public health recommendations (and in some cases, mandatory orders) 
are issued from the state and local/county/municipal levels of government, they are not uniform across the U.S., and 
their definitions of “essential businesses” may differ from state to state and from city to city. Close attention to the specific 
terms of these local and state department of health issuances is therefore critical. We offer this compendium in order 
both to give some current information about these local orders, as well as to demonstrate how these orders may differ 
geographically. In making operational decisions about business continuity in these jurisdictions, do not rely on this 
document for anything other than as a starting point – it is a work in progress, and may be outdated quickly. Please 
refer to the website of your local and state departments of health for the most current information. 
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I. Federal 

o The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (“CISA”) issued federal guidance specifically 
identifying which workers in the below listed industries it considers “essential.” These guidelines are not 
binding on states, but may be used as a template for states and localities issuing restrictive measures related 
to COVID-19. See CISA Memo on Essential Critical Infrastructure Dated March 28, 2020.  

 (i) Health care/public health; (ii) law enforcement, public safety, and other first responders; (iii) 
food and agriculture; (iv) energy, including electricity, petroleum, and natural gas/propane; (v) 
water and wastewater; (vi) transportation and logistics; (vii) public works and infrastructure 
support services; (viii) communications and information technology; (ix) other community- or 
government-based operations and essential functions; (x) critical manufacturing; (xi) hazardous 
materials; (xii) financial services; (xiii) chemical; (xiv) defense industrial base; (xv) commercial 
facilities; (xvi) residential/shelter facilities and services; and (xvii) hygiene products and services. 
Id. 

II. Alabama (Statewide; Birmingham) 

o Statewide 

 Effective March 19, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., all gatherings of 25 persons or more that cannot 
maintain consistent six-foot distances between persons are prohibited. Order of the State 
Health Officer Suspending Certain Public Gatherings Due to Risk of Infection by COVID-19, 
dated March 19, 2020. 

 All restaurants, bars, breweries, or other establishments shall not permit on-premises consumption 
of food or drink. Such establishments may offer food for take-out or delivery, bust must maintain 
social distancing protocols (including six-foot distance between persons). Id. 

 All beaches are closed, whether privately or publicly owned. Id. 

 All schools, public and private, are closed. Does not apply to childcare centers operated for 
exclusive benefit of essential employees (including government, first responders and law 
enforcement, hospitals, nursing home/long term care facilities, end stage renal disease treatment 
centers, pharmacies, and grocery stores). For exception to apply, the childcare center must be 
employer-operated and located on the premises of, or in the immediate vicinity of, of the exception 
categories.  Id. 

 Hospitals and nursing home/long term care facilities shall prohibit visitation of all visitors and 
non-essential health care personnel, except for certain compassionate care situations. Id. 

• All elective dental and medical procedures shall be delayed. Id. 

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_Version_2.0_Updated.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/03/Alabama-State-Health-Officer-Statewide-Social-Distancing-Order-3.19.20.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/03/Alabama-State-Health-Officer-Statewide-Social-Distancing-Order-3.19.20.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/03/Alabama-State-Health-Officer-Statewide-Social-Distancing-Order-3.19.20.pdf
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 Organizers of events may submit a request for exemption from this order. The Alabama State 
Health Officer may consider an exemption based on whether effective preventative measures are 
taken and to what extent the organizer can ensure that no one effected by COVID-19 will be in 
attendance. Requests for exemption must be submitted at least two weeks in advance of any 
scheduled event. Id. 

o Birmingham 

 Effective March 24, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. until April 3, 2020 at 12:00 a.m., all persons in the city 
of Birmingham are required to remain in their homes. All gatherings of 10 persons or more 
that cannot maintain consistent six-foot distances between persons are prohibited. City of 
Birmingham Ordinance No. 20-48. 

 All nonessential businesses within the City of Birmingham must comply with this order, 
including: (i) entertainment businesses; (ii) recreational facilities; (iii) grooming salons and spas; 
(iv) retail stores; (v); concert venues and theaters; (vi) tourist attractions; (vii) body art facilities; 
(viii) massage therapy services; (ix) social clubs; and (x) other social events. Id.  

 Exceptions to the stay-at-home order apply to people engaging in essential activities, including: 
(i) visiting a health or veterinary care professional; (ii) obtaining medical supplies, medication, or 
grocery items; (iii) legally mandated government purposes; (iv) providing care for minors, the 
elderly, dependents, or other vulnerable persons; (v) returning to place of residence from outside 
the City; (vi) travelling through the city; (vii) compliance from an order of law enforcement; (viii) 
travelling to or from a place that provides essential services (ix) to perform work providing 
essential products and services; (x) to care for or support a friend, family member, or pet in another 
household; (xi) to provide essential goods and services; and (xii) to provide services, goods, or 
work necessary to build, operate, maintain or manufacture essential infrastructure. Id. 

• Essential infrastructure includes: (i) construction of commercial, office and institutional 
buildings, residential buildings and housing; (ii) airport operations; food supply, 
concessions, and construction; (iii) port operations and construction; water, sewer, gas, 
electrical, oil extraction and refining; (iv) roads and highways, transportation and rail; (v) 
solid waste collection and removal; (vii) flood control and watershed protection; (viii) 
internet and telecommunications systems; (ix) and manufacturing and distribution 
companies deemed essential to the supply chains of the industries referenced in this 
paragraph. Id. 

• Those engaged in these activities must maintain social distancing requirements (including 
six-foot distances). Id. 

o Enforcement: Violation of this order is punishable by the general penalty provided in Sec. 1-1-6 of the 
General Code of the City of Birmingham, which includes a fine of up to $500.00 or by imprisonment of 
up to six months, or both. Id. 
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III. Alaska (Statewide and Anchorage) 

o Statewide 

 As of March 28, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. (and to be reevaluated on April 11, 2020), all persons in 
Alaska are required to stay at home, unless they are engaged in socially-distanced outdoor 
activities, essential health care services, public government services, or essential business 
activities. All nonessential businesses are required to cease all operations except Minimum 
Basic Operations, and all employers are required to take reasonable precautions for their 
employees and the public and to take reasonable steps to enable employees to work from home. 
See COVID-19 Health Mandate 11 (issued March 27, 2020). 

• According to the Alaska Essential Services and Critical Workforce Infrastructure Order 
(issued March 27, 2020), Essential Services and Critical Infrastructure industries and 
entities include (i) Healthcare Operations, such as hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies; 
(ii) Essential Infrastructure, including, for example, airports, ports, water, sewer, gas, and 
electricity; (iii) the financial services sector; (iv) first responders; (v) essential 
governmental functions; and (vi) Essential Business. Alaska also expressly incorporates 
and adopts federal guidance, including CISA’s guidance. Id. 

o Essential businesses include: (i) grocery stores and supermarkets; (ii) food and 
agriculture cultivation; (iii) businesses that provide services for economically 
disadvantaged individuals; (iv) media; (v) gas stations and auto-supply and repair 
shops; (vi) hardware stores; (vii) plumbers, electricians, exterminators, and other 
service providers who provide services necessary for residences and critical 
infrastructure; (viii) business providing mailing and shipping services; 
(ix) educational institutions facilitating distance learning; (x) laundromats and 
dry cleaners; (xi) restaurants and other facilities that prepare and serve food for 
carryout or deliver; (xii) businesses that supply products needed for people to 
work from home; (xiii) businesses that supply other essential businesses with 
support or services; (xiv) businesses that transport essential products to retail 
outlets or directly to consumers; (xv) airlines, railroads, taxis, and other private 
transportation providers; (xvi) home-based care for seniors, adults, and children; 
(xvii) residential facilities and shelters for seniors, adults, and children; 
(xviii) professional services, such as legal or accounting services, when necessary 
to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities; (xix) childcare facilities, 
in compliance with hygiene and social-distancing recommendations, and to be 
used only by those who need childcare to work at a critical job; and (xx) all other 
businesses that can maintain Social Distancing Requirements and prohibit 
congregations of no more than 10 people in the business at a time (including 
employees). Id. 

o Minimum Basic Operations include the minimum necessary activities to 
maintain the value of the business’s inventory, ensure security, process payroll 

https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03272020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-011.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
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and employee benefits, or for related functions, and the minimum necessary 
activities to facilitate employees of the business being able to work remotely. Id. 

o Social distancing: all employees performing Minimum Basic Operations must, 
to the extent possible, comply with Social Distancing Requirements (defined to 
include six-foot distancing, hand washing, and sanitizing). Essential Services and 
Critical Infrastructure are also encouraged to maintain six-foot social distancing 
for both employees and members of the public. Id.  

• Penalties: A violation of a state-issued COVID mandate subjects a business or 
organization to an order to cease operations and/or a civil fine up to $1,000 per violation. 
Under certain circumstances, individuals or entities that violate the COVID mandates may 
also be criminally prosecuted for Reckless Endangerment, a Class A misdemeanor. Class 
A misdemeanors are punishable by up to one year imprisonment and/or a fine of up to 
$25,000 for an individual and $2.5 million for a violation by a business organization that 
results in death or $500,000 for a violation by a business organization that does not result 
in death. See COVID-19 Health Mandate 11 (issued March 27, 2020). 

 As of March 28, 2020, at 8:00 a.m. (and to be reevaluated by April 11, 2020), all in-state travel 
between communities is prohibited, except to support critical infrastructure or for critical 
personal needs. See COVID-19 Health Mandate 12 (issued March 27, 2020). 

• Critical infrastructure is defined in the Alaska Essential Services and Critical 
Workforce Infrastructure Order (issued March 27, 2020), as described above. Id. 

• Critical personal needs include buying, selling, or delivering groceries or other 
important goods; obtaining fuel; transporting family members for out-of-home care, 
healthcare, or child-custody exchanges; receiving or providing healthcare; or engaging in 
subsistence activities. Id. 

o Air carriers and other travel-related businesses have no duty to verify that an 
individual is traveling for a permitted purpose. Air carriers must ask whether an 
individual is permitted to travel, but may rely on the traveler’s assurance. Id. 

 As of March 25, 2020, at 12:01 a.m., all people arriving in Alaska are required to self-quarantine 
for 14 days and to work from home, unless they “support critical infrastructure.” See COVID-19 
Health Mandate 10.1 (issued March 23, 2020). 

• As defined in the Mandate, “critical infrastructure” includes: (i) healthcare operations; 
(ii) business providing services or work necessary to continue or maintain “Essential 
Infrastructure,” including, for example, airports, ports, water, sewer, gas, and electricity; 
(iii) financial services, such as payment, clearing, and settlement services; (iv) first 
responders; (v) “Essential Government Functions”; (vi) grocery stores, supermarkets, 
food banks, and convenience stores; (vii) food and agriculture, including farming, 
livestock, and fishing; (viii) businesses that provide food, shelter, and social services for 
economically disadvantaged individuals; (ix) media services; (x) hardware stores; 

https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03272020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-011.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03272020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-012.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010.pdf
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(xi) services necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operations of 
residences; (xii) mailing and shipping services; (xiii) educational institutions facilitating 
distance learning; (xiv) laundromats; (xv) restaurants and other food-service facilities 
providing for off-site consumption; (xvi) business that supply other businesses with 
products necessary to work from home; (xvii) business that supply other essential 
business with necessary support or supplies; (xviii) transportation of goods and people; 
(xix) home-based and residential care for seniors, adults, or children; (xx) professional 
services, such as legal or accounting services, when necessary to assist with legally 
mandated activities; (xxi) childcare facilities, in compliance with hygiene and social-
distancing recommendations, and to be used only by those who need childcare to work at 
a critical job. Id. 

• Businesses that provide “critical infrastructure” and require workers to travel to enter 
Alaska must “submit [by 3:00 p.m. on March 24, 2020] a plan or protocol for maintaining 
critical infrastructure . . . outlining how [the businesses] will avoid the spread of COVID-
19 and not endanger the lives of the communities in which [they] operate.” Id. 

• Penalty: Failure to follow this order is punishable by a fine of up to $25,000, 
imprisonment of not more than one year, or both. Id. 

 As of March 24, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., all businesses, congregations, or gatherings in which 
individuals are within six feet of each other—including, for example, hair salons, day spas, nail 
salons, barber shops, tattoo shops, body piercing locations, massage therapy locations, and tanning 
facilities—must stop all operations. See COVID-19 Health Mandate 9.1 (issued March 23, 2020). 

 As of March 24, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., no gathering of more than 10 people may take place. Id. 

• Social distancing: if such a gathering does take place, “people must be six feet apart from 
each other.” Id. 

 As of March 19, 2020, all “elective” medical procedures must be cancelled or postponed for three 
months and all “elective” dental procedures must be postponed for one month. See COVID-19 
Health Mandate 5.1 (issued March 19, 2020); COVID-19 Health Mandate 6.1 (issued March 19, 
2020). 

• Rather than define “elective” procedures, the State recommends that hospitals create 
physician task forces to evaluate issues on a case-by-case basis. See COVID-19 Health 
Mandate 5.1 (issued March 19, 2020). 

 As of March 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., all bars, breweries, restaurants, food and beverage kiosks or 
trucks, and other establishments serving food or beverages must close public dine-in service until 
April 1, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. See COVID-19 Health Mandate 3.1 (issued March 17, 2020). 

• These places of public accommodation may continue to offer food and beverages to the 
public using delivery, window, walk-up, or other similar services, so long as they use 
precautions to mitigate transmission. Id. 

https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-009.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate005_ElectiveMedProcedures.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate005_ElectiveMedProcedures.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate006_OralHealth.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate006_OralHealth.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate005_ElectiveMedProcedures.pdf
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/SOA_03192020_HealthMandate005_ElectiveMedProcedures.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03172020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-003.pdf
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o Social distancing: places of public accommodation that continue to offer food 
and beverages for off-site consumption “may permit up to five members of the 
public at one time . . . for the purpose of picking up their food or beverage orders, 
so long as those individuals are at least 6 feet apart from one another while on 
premises.” Id. 

 As of March 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., all entertainment facilities, including theaters, gyms, bowling 
alleys, and bingo halls, must close to the public until April 1, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. Id. 

 As of March 17, 2020, state-operated libraries, archives, and museums must close to the public 
through March 31, 2020. See COVID-19 Health Mandate 2.1 (issued March 16, 2020). 

o Anchorage 

 As of 10:00 p.m. on March 22, 2020 (and until April 14, 2020), all individuals in the Municipality 
of Anchorage are required to stay home as much as possible, except to work in certain critical 
businesses; to buy, sell, or deliver groceries or other important goods; to receive or provide health 
care; or to get fresh air. Individuals with a particularly high risk from COVID-19 are encouraged 
to take even greater precautions. See Municipality of Anchorage Proclamation of Emergency 
“Hunker Down” Order EO-03; Municipality of Anchorage Proclamation of Additional 
Emergency Order EO-05 (issued March 27, 2020). 

• Social distancing: when individuals do leave their homes, they should, whenever 
possible, maintain social distancing of at least six feet. Critical businesses should, as much 
as possible, comply with social distancing requirements, including maintain six-foot 
social distancing for employees and members of the public standing in line. Id. 

• Critical businesses (and nonprofits and other entities) include (i) healthcare 
operations; (ii) businesses providing services or performing work necessary to the 
operations and maintenance of “Critical Infrastructure,” such as ports, water, sewer, and 
gas; (iii) first responders; (iv) Critical Government Functions; (v) defense and national 
security–related operations; (vi) grocery stores and supermarkets; (vii) food cultivation; 
(viii) businesses that provide services to economically disadvantaged individuals; 
(ix) media services; (x) gas stations and auto shops; (xi) banks and related financial 
institutions; (xii) hardware stores; (xiii) plumbers, electricians, exterminators, and other 
service providers who provide services necessary to maintain residences and critical 
businesses; (xiv) mailing and shipping services; (xv) educational institutions for the 
purposes of facilitating distance learning; (xvi) laundromats and dry cleaners; 
(xvii) restaurants, bars, and breweries, consistent with rules that require-site consumption; 
(xviii) businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home; 
(xix) businesses that supply other critical businesses with necessary support or services; 
(xx) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods, or services directly to residents; 
(xxi) transportation; (xxii) home-based care for seniors, adults, and children; 
(xxiii) hotels, residential facilities, and shelters; (xxiv) professional services, such as legal 
or accounting services, when necessary to comply with legally mandated activities; 
(xxv) childcare facilities, in compliance with hygiene and social-distancing 

https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03.16.20-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-002.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-03.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-03.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-05.pdf
https://www.muni.org/departments/mayor/pressreleases/documents/eo-05.pdf
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recommendations, and to be used only by those who need childcare to work at a critical 
job. Id. 

o Businesses not designated as “critical” under the Municipality’s Order may 
request an opinion from the Mayor that they are critical and should be allowed to 
continue to operate. Id. 

 As of 10:00 p.m. on March 22, 2020, critical businesses are encouraged to remain open (and 
to comply with social distancing requirements), but all other businesses and entities must close 
(but may continue to allow their employees to work remotely). Id. 

IV. Arizona (Statewide and Maricopa County) 

o Statewide 

 Effective March 20, 2020 and continuing indefinitely all of the following businesses must close: 
bars, movie theaters and indoor gyms and fitness clubs. Executive Order 2020-09 dated as of 
March 19, 2020.  

 All restaurants in counties with confirmed cases of COVID-19 must operate on take out, delivery 
or drive-thru basis only. This order does not apply to cafeterias at nursing homes, hospitals and 
similar facilities that care for the needy. Id.  

 Effective 8:00am on March 21, 2020, no non-essential or elective surgeries (including dental) 
that utilize personal protective equipment or ventilators may be performed at any healthcare 
facility in the State. Executive Order 2020-10 dated as of March 19, 2020.  

• Non-essential or elective surgery means a surgery that can be delayed without undue 
risk to current or future health of a patient, in the best medical judgment of a licensed 
medical professional. A surgery should not be deemed non-essential or elective if it would 
threaten a patient’s life, dysfunction or impairment of any body part, risk metastasis, or 
require the patient to remain hospitalized if the surgery was delayed. Id.  

o Maricopa County  

 Effective March 16, 2020 and continuing for eight weeks, the cancellation any non-essential large 
gathering of more than ten people is recommended, but not required. This recommendation 
does not apply to the day-to-day operations of businesses. Statement on Mass Gatherings dated as 
of March 16, 2020. 

V. Arkansas (Statewide) 

o Effective March 27, 2020 and continuing indefinitely, all gatherings of more than ten people in any 
indoor or outdoor space are prohibited. The Order does not apply to gatherings in unenclosed, outdoor 
spaces such as parks, athletic fields, parking lots, golf courses and driving ranges, where social distancing 
of at least six feet can be achieved. The Order also does not apply to businesses, manufacturers, 

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-09_1.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-09_1.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-10.pdf
https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58761/Statement_mass_gatherings?bidId=
https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58761/Statement_mass_gatherings?bidId=
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construction companies, places of worship, the Arkansas General Assembly, county governing bodies or 
the judiciary; however, those entities are advised to limit person-to-person contact and maintain 
appropriate social distancing of at least six feet.  Executive Order 20-10 dated March 26, 2020. 

o Enforcement Actions: Violation of the Order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $100 to $500, 
imprisonment of up to one month or both. Id. 

VI. California (Statewide; Los Angeles; Riverdale County (Palm Springs); San Diego; San Francisco and Bay Area; 
San Luis Obispo County) 

o California (Statewide) 

 Effective March 19, 2020 and continuing indefinitely, all individuals must stay at their place of 
residence, except as needed to maintain continuity of critical infrastructure sectors or to 
perform authorized necessary activities, such as to get food, care for a relative for friend, get 
necessary health care, or to go to an essential job.  If an individual must go out, the individual 
must keep at least 6 feet of distance.  See Executive Order N-33-20 dated March 19, 2020; Stay 
at Home Order Website.  

• Critical infrastructure means the following 16 sectors identified by the federal government 
as vital to the United States: chemical; commercial facilities; communications; critical 
manufacturing; dams; defense industrial base; emergency services; energy; financial 
services; food and agriculture; government facilities; healthcare and public health; 
information technology; nuclear; transportation; and water and wastewater. See CISA 
Memo on Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers During COVID-19 
Response; CISA Memo on Essential Critical Infrastructure Dated March 28, 2020. 
California has also designated additional essential critical infrastructure workers and 
continues to add to the designated list. See List of “Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workers” (dated March 22, 2020).    

• Essential services will remain open, such as: gas stations, pharmacies, food (grocery 
stores, convenience stores, farmers markets, take-out and delivery restaurants); banks; 
laundromats/laundry services; and essential state and local government functions (such as 
law enforcement and providers of public programs/services). See Stay at Home Order 
Website. 

o Social Distancing: when people need to leave their homes to facilitate authorized 
necessary activities, they should at all times practice social distancing. Executive 
Order N-33-20 dated March 19, 2020 

• Enforcement Actions: Violations of the order are punishable as a misdemeanor under 
Cal. Gov. Code § 8665, which allows fines not to exceed $1,000, imprisonment not to 
exceed 6 months, or both.  Executive Order N-33-20 dated March 19, 2020. 

https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-10._.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/what-you-can-do/#top
https://covid19.ca.gov/what-you-can-do/#top
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_508C_0.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_508C_0.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_508C_0.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA_Guidance_on_the_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workforce_Version_2.0_Updated.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkers.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkers.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
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• The healthcare delivery system will prioritize service to those who are sickest and shall 
prioritize resources for the providers who care for them. Executive Order N-33-20 dated 
March 19, 2020.  

 Residential and commercial tenancy.  

• Waives time limitation concerning protections against residential eviction. Protection in 
effect through May 31, 2020. See Executive Order dated as of March 16, 2020. 

• State laws that would restrict local government’s exercise of police power to impose 
substantial limitations on residential or commercial evictions (including at Civil Code § 
1940 et seq. or § 1954.25 et seq.) hereby suspended to extent it would preempt or restrict 
such exercise. Applies only to evictions when (i) basis for eviction is nonpayment of rent 
or foreclosure arising out of substantial decrease in household or business income 
(including substantial decrease in household income caused by layoffs or reduction in 
number of compensable hours of work, or substantial decrease in business income caused 
by reduction in opening hours or consumer demand), or substantial out-of-pocket medical 
expenses; and (ii) decrease in household or business income or out-of-pocket medical 
expenses was caused by COVID-19 pandemic or any governmental response to COVID-
19 pandemic. Id. Statutory cause of action for judicial foreclosure (Code of Civil 
Procedure § 725a et seq.); statutory cause of action for unlawful detainer (Code of Civil 
Procedure § 1161 et seq.) and any other that could be used to evict residential or 
commercial tenant or occupant of residential real property after foreclosure suspended 
when meeting the factors above. Tenants not relieved of obligation to pay rent.  

• Requests, but does not mandate, financial institutions holding home or commercial 
mortgages, including banks, credit unions, government-sponsored enterprises, and 
institutional investors, to implement a moratorium on foreclosures and related evictions 
when arising out of substantial decrease in household or business income, or substantial 
out-of-pocket medical expenses caused by COVID-19 pandemic or any governmental 
response to COVID-19. Id. 

 California Public Utilities Commission requested to monitor measures taken by public and 
private utility providers to implement customer service protections for critical utilities, including 
but not limited to electric, gas, water, internet, landline telephone, and cell phone service, in 
response to COVID-19 and on weekly basis, report such measures. Id.  

 Requests, but does not mandate, all bars and restaurants to operate on drive-through, take-out, 
and delivery basis only, effective March 16, 2020. Food trucks may continue to operate. See State 
Health & Emergency Officials Release Guidance to Prevent Transmission of COVID-19 in Food 
and Beverage Venues. 

o Los Angeles, CA 

 Effective midnight March 19 through April 19, 2020, all individuals living in the City of Los 
Angeles are ordered to stay in their homes and not travel except for permitted activities, all 

https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/N-33-20.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.16.20-Executive-Order.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-024.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-024.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-024.aspx
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nonessential businesses must cease operations that require in-person attendance, and all 
public and private gatherings outside a residence are prohibited. See Safer at Home Order 
dated March 19, 2020, revised April 1, 2020.   

o Riverdale County (Palm Springs), CA  

 Effective March 18, 2020 all residents must comply with a Shelter in Place Order dated March 
17, 2020 that contains identical restrictions to those in effect in the Bay Area at that time, except:  

• Definition of Essential Businesses is expanded to also include: (i) hotels, motels and home 
shares, so long as social distancing can be practiced; and (ii) licensed cannabis 
dispensaries and lounges, provided that service is take-out/delivery only.  

o San Diego, CA 

 Effective at 12:00 a.m. on March 29, 2020 (and continuing until further notice), in conformance 
with California’s statewide stay-at-home order: all public and private gatherings (events that bring 
together 10 or more people) are prohibited; all bars must close and all restaurants must close all 
on-site dining facilities; all gyms and fitness centers must close; all businesses must enact social 
distancing; government entities shall enforce social-distancing requirements at beaches and parks; 
public and private schools must close; and daycares may operate only in accordance with 
conditions that limit the number of children in one place at one time. See Order of the Health 
Officer and Emergency Regulations (effective March 29, 2020). 

 Effective at 12:00 a.m. on April 3, 2020, San Diego County adopts California’s Public Health 
Face Covering Guidance, which suggests that individuals wear cloth face coverings in public. 
Effective at 12:00 a.m. on April 4, 2020, however, all employees who may have contact with 
the public in any grocery store, pharmacy/drug store, convenience store, gas station, 
restaurant and other business establishment that serves food must wear a cloth face 
covering. See Addendum 1 to Order of the Health Officer and Emergency Regulations (issued 
April 2, 2020).  

 Effective at 12:00 a.m. on April 7, 2020, all businesses that remain open and “that allow members 
of the public to enter a facility” must prepare, post, and implement a Social Distancing and 
Sanitation Protocol on a county-provided form. The form must be visible to the public at facility 
entrances and must be provided to each employee performing work there. The business must 
comply with the protocol and provide evidence of its implementation upon demand. See id. 

o San Francisco, CA (identical obligations for the following Bay Area jurisdictions: City of Berkeley and 
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Mateo, and Santa Clara Counties) 

 Beginning at midnight on March 31, 2020 and continuing until May 3, 2020, all individuals living 
in one of the Bay Area jurisdictions must stay in their residences and may leave only for 
Essential Activities, Essential Governmental Functions (including Essential Travel), to work for 
Essential Businesses, or to perform Minimum Basic Operations for non-essential businesses. All 
travel except essential travel is prohibited, and entry or exit from each county is prohibited except 

https://www.lamayor.org/sites/g/files/wph446/f/page/file/SAFER%20AT%20HOME%20ORDER%202020.03.19%20%28REV%202020.04.01%29.pdf
https://www.lamayor.org/sites/g/files/wph446/f/page/file/SAFER%20AT%20HOME%20ORDER%202020.03.19%20%28REV%202020.04.01%29.pdf
https://www.palmspringsca.gov/home/showdocument?id=72700
https://www.palmspringsca.gov/home/showdocument?id=72700
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/HealthOfficerOrderCOVID19.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/HealthOfficerOrderCOVID19.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/Addendum_regarding_face_coverings_and_public_parks.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/Addendum_regarding_face_coverings_and_public_parks.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/SOCIAL_DISTANCING_AND_SANITATION_PROTOCOL_04022020_V1.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Health_Human_Services/Public_Health/covid19/berkeley-shelter-in-place-order-2020-03-31.pdf
http://www.acphd.org/media/563688/health-officer-order-20-04-shelter-in-place-20200331.pdf
https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/ee8930_0608f9f381f14597bbf009bbeb2aaa4d.pdf
https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/marin_final-superseding-shelter-in-place-order.pdf
https://cmo.smcgov.org/sites/cmo.smcgov.org/files/HO%20Order%20c19-5b%20Shelter%20in%20Place%2020200331.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/DiseaseInformation/novel-coronavirus/Pages/order-health-officer-033120.aspx
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for a permitted purpose. See, e.g., City and County of San Francisco Order No. C19-07b (issued 
March 31, 2020). 

• All nonessential businesses must cease all activities except Minimum Basic 
Operations or activities performed at home. Id. All Essential Businesses are 
encouraged to remain open, but they may assign only those employees who cannot 
perform their job duties from home to work outside the home and must prepare, 
post, and implement a Social Distancing Protocol at each facility that remains open. 
Id. 

o Essential Businesses include: (i) Healthcare Operations (such as hospitals, 
clinics, testing locations, and pharmacies) and businesses that operate, maintain, 
or repair Essential Infrastructure (such as airports, utilities, roads, highways, and 
public transportations); (ii) grocery stores, certified farmers’ markets, farm and 
produce stands, supermarkets, food banks, convenience stores, and other 
establishments selling groceries and other consumer products, provided that, if 
they sell multiple categories of products, they sell a significant amount of 
essential products; (iii) food cultivation, including farming, livestock, and 
fishing; (iv) businesses that provide food, shelter, and social services to needy 
individuals; (v) construction, but only (a) projects immediately necessary to 
maintain, operate, or repair Essential Infrastructure; (b) projects associated with 
Healthcare Operations, provided that such construction is directly related to 
COVID-19 response efforts; (c) affordable housing or mixed-use developments 
with 10% income-restricted units; (d) certain public works projects; (e) shelters 
and temporary housing; (f) immediately necessary projects to provide critical 
non-commercial services to low-income individuals; (g) construction necessary 
to ensure that construction that must be shut down is safe and secure; 
(h) construction necessary to ensure that residences and Essential Businesses are 
safe, sanitary, and habitable; (vi) newspapers, television, radio, and other media 
services; (vii) gas stations and auto-supply, auto-repair, and related facilities; 
(viii) bicycle repair and supply shops; (ix) banks and related financial institutions; 
(x) service providers that enable residential transactions, such as real estate 
agents; (xi) hardware stores; (xii) plumbers, electricians, exterminators, and other 
service providers necessary to maintaining safety, sanitation, and essential 
operation of residences, Essential Activities, and Essential Businesses; 
(xiii) arborists, landscapers, and gardeners, but only to the limited extent 
necessary to maintain the habitability, sanitation, or operation of businesses or 
residences; (xiv) businesses providing mailing and shipping services, including 
post office boxes and those that ship groceries, food, and goods or services direct 
to residences; (xv) educational institutions, including public and private K-12 
schools, colleges, and universities, for purposes of facilitating distance learning 
or performing essential functions, provided that social distancing of 6 feet per 
person is maintained to extent possible; (xvi) restaurants, but only for delivery or 
carry out; schools that typically provide free food on pick-up and take-away basis 
only; (xviii) funeral homes and mortuaries; (xix) businesses that supply other 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/alerts/files/HealthOfficerOrder-C19-07b-ShelterInPlace-03312020.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/alerts/files/HealthOfficerOrder-C19-07b-ShelterInPlace-03312020.pdf
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Essential Businesses with necessary support or supplies, but only to the extent 
they support or supply Essential Businesses; (xx) businesses that have the 
primary function of shipping or delivering groceries, food, or other goods directly 
to residences or businesses; (xxi) airlines, taxis and other private transportation 
providers providing services necessary for Essential Activities; (xxii) home-
based care; (xxiii) residential facilities and shelters; (xxiv) professional services, 
such as legal or accounting services, when necessary to assist in compliance with 
legally mandated activities; (xxv) services to assist individuals in finding 
employment with Essential Businesses; (xxvi) moving services that facilitate 
permitted moves; and (xxvii) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in this Order to work as permitted; to extent possible, 
children should be in consistent groups of 12 children or fewer, with 
groups/providers for groups not mixing. 

o Minimum Basic Operations includes the following, provided that, to the extent 
possible, employees comply with social distancing elements of 6 feet between 
persons and handwashing: (i) the minimum necessary activities to maintain the 
value of the business’s inventory, ensure security, process payroll and employee 
benefits, or for related functions; and (ii) the minimum necessary activities to 
facilitate employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from 
their residences. 

• Essential Activities include: (i) activities essential to health/safety of individual, family, 
household members, or pets, such as obtaining medical supplies, or visiting health care 
professional; (ii) activities to obtain necessary services or supplies for individual, family, 
and household, such as groceries and household consumer products needed to work from 
home or needed for safety, sanitation and essential operation of residence; (iii) to engage 
in outdoor activities, such as walking, hiking, or running, provided that 6 feet of separation 
between persons and handwashing maintained; (iv) to perform work providing for an 
Essential Business or performing Minimum Basic Operations for a nonessential business; 
(v) caring for family member or pet in another household; (vi) attending a funeral with no 
more than 10 individuals present; and (vii) moving residences under certain 
circumstances. 

• Essential Travel includes travel for any of following purposes: (i) Essential Activities, 
Essential Governmental Functions, Essential Businesses, or Minimum Basic Operations; 
(ii) travel to care for elderly, minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other 
vulnerable persons; (iii) travel to or from educational institutions to receive materials for 
distance learning, receiving materials, and related services; (iv) travel to a place of 
residence outside of jurisdiction; (v) travel required by law enforcement/court order; 
(vi) travel required for non-residents to return to place of residence outside the County; 
(vii) travel to manage after-death arrangements and burial; (viii) travel to arrange for 
shelter or avoid homelessness; (ix) travel to avoid domestic violence or child abuse; 
(x) travel for parental custody arrangements; (xi) travel to reside temporarily in a place to 
avoid exposure to COVID-19. 
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• Essential Government Functions means all services needed for ensuring continuing 
operation of government agencies and provide for health, safety, and welfare of public. 

• Social Distancing: When people do leave their residences for permitted purposes, they 
must strictly comply with Social Distancing Requirements. Id. All Essential Businesses 
must prepare, post, and implement a Social Distancing Protocol. Id. 

• Social Distancing Protocol: By 11:59 p.m. on April 2, 2020, all Essential Businesses 
must prepare and post a Social Distancing Protocol on a form substantial similar to an 
appendix to the order. See Appendix A: Social Distancing Protocol. The protocol must be 
visible by the public and employees and must be distributed to all employees performing 
work at the facility. The protocol must explain how the business is: (i) limiting the number 
of people who can enter the facility at one time; (ii) marking six-foot increments where 
lines may form; (iii) providing hand sanitizer or other disinfectants at or near the facility’s 
entrance or other areas of frequent interactions with the public; (iv) providing for 
contactless payments or disinfecting all forms of payment; (v) regularly disinfecting high-
touch surfaces; (vi) posting a sign advising employees and customers that they should not 
enter if they have symptoms; (vii) implementing other social distancing measures. 

• State/local conflicts: To the extent a local Bay Area Order conflicts with California’s 
statewide shelter-in-place order, the more restrictive order controls. 

 Limitations on visit rights to hospitals. City and County of San Francisco, Order C19-06.   

VII. Colorado (Statewide; Boulder; Denver; Pitkin County) 

o Colorado (Statewide) 

 Effective March 26, 2020 at 6:00 a.m. and continuing through April 11, 2020, all citizens of 
Colorado must remain in their homes. Executive Order D-2020-017. 

• Exceptions to this stay-at-home order include: (i) obtaining food and other household 
necessities, (ii) going to and from work at critical businesses, (iii) seeking medical care, 
(iv) caring for dependents or pets, or (v) caring for a vulnerable person in another location. 
Id. 

 All businesses other than critical businesses must close, except as necessary to engage in 
minimum basic operations needed to protect assets and maintain personnel functions. Id. 

• Critical businesses include: (i) healthcare operations; (ii) critical infrastructure; (iii) 
critical manufacturing (including chemicals, pharmaceuticals, etc.); (iv) critical retail 
(including grocery stores, restaurants and bars for take-out/delivery, gas stations, etc.); (v) 
critical services; (vi) news media; (vii) financial institutions; (viii) providers of basic 
necessities to economically disadvantaged populations; (ix) construction; (x) defense; (xi) 
critical servicers necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation and critical operations of 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/DiseaseInformation/novel-coronavirus/Documents/Appendix-A-Social-Distancing-Protocol.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/alerts/files/Order-C19-06-ExcludingVisitorstoHospitals-03132020.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1EDCY6-A6QBKxzDImCSF8bBBdOOI3Km/view
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residences or other critical businesses; (xii) vendors that provide critical services or 
products; and (xiii) critical government functions. See Critical Businesses. 

 Enforcement: Violations of these orders are subject to the penalties contained in § 25-1-114, 
C.R.S., including a fine of up to $1,000 and imprisonment in the county jail for up to one year. 

o Boulder, CO 

 Effective March 24, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. through April 10, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., all individuals in the 
City of Boulder are ordered to stay in their homes. Outside of their homes, they must maintain 
social distancing of at least six feet from other people. Emergency Order 2020-6, dated March 23, 
2020. 

 Individuals may leave their homes only for essential activities, essential governmental functions, 
or to operate essential businesses. Those experiencing homelessness are exempt from this order. 
Id. 

• Essential activities include activities essential to individual health & safety or to the safety 
of family or household members (including pets); to obtain necessary services or supplies; 
to engage in outdoor activity, provided that individuals comply with social distancing 
requirements; to perform work related to an essential business; or to care for a family 
member or pet in another household. Id. 

• Essential business include: (i) healthcare operations; (ii) essential infrastructure; essential 
government functions; (iii) grocery stores; (iv) food and plant cultivation; businesses that 
provide food, shelter, and social services; (v) media services; (vi) gas stations; (vii) banks 
and related financial institutions; (viii) hardware stores; (ix) plumbers, electricians, and 
other service providers; (x) businesses that provide mailing and shipping services; (xi) 
educational institutions, provided that they practice social distancing of six feet per person 
to the greatest extent possible; (xii) laundry service providers; (xiii) restaurants and other 
facilities that prepare and serve food, but only for take-out, delivery, or drive-thru; (xiv) 
technology suppliers; (xv) licensed medical marijuana stores; (xvi) licenses liquor stores; 
(xvii) transportation providers; (xviii) home-based care for seniors, adults, or children; 
(xix) residential establishments; (xx) professional services; (xxi) faith-based 
establishments; and (xxii) childcare facilities. Id. 

 Police, code enforcement and other law enforcement may be authorized by the city manager to 
enforce this order. Id. 

o Denver, CO 

 Effective March 24, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. through April 10, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., all individuals are 
ordered to stay at home. To the extent that people go outside, they must maintain physical 
distancing of at least six feet from other persons. Stay At Home Order, dated March 23, 2020. 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/stay-home-except-essential-needs
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/Emergency_Order_2020-6_Stay_at_Home-1-202003231822.pdf
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/Emergency_Order_2020-6_Stay_at_Home-1-202003231822.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/covid-19/public-orders/DenverStayAtHomeOrder_DDPHE.pdf
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 Individuals may leave their homes only for essential activities, essential governmental functions, 
or to operate essential businesses. Those experiencing homelessness are exempt from this order. 
Id. 

• Essential activities and essential business take the same definitions as those laid out above 
in the Boulder, CO stay-at-home order. See id. 

o Pitkin County, CO 

 Effective March , 2020, all individuals must limit their movement and gathering with other 
individuals who are not in their immediate family. Individuals may only leave their homes to 
perform essential activities (which mirror those laid out in the Boulder, CO stay-at-home order). 
See Third Amending Notice of Public Health Order, dated March 23, 2020. 

 All events involving more than ten people are prohibited. Id. 

 Events not specifically prohibited and that have ten or fewer attendees are nonetheless prohibited 
unless: older adults (age 60 and older) and individuals with underlying medical conditions are 
encouraged not to attend; social distancing recommendations are met, such as maintaining a 
distance of at least six feet between people; employees must be screened for COVID-19 symptoms 
each day and excluded if symptomatic; and proper hand hygiene must be readily available to all 
attendees and employees. Id.  

 All businesses except essential businesses (which mirror those laid out in the Boulder, CO stay-
at-home order) must cease. See id. 

 Enforcement: Failure to comply with this order is subject to the penalties contained in sections 
25-1-516 and 18-1.3-501, Colorado Revised Statutes, which includes a fine of up to $5,000 and 
imprisonment in the county jail for up to eighteen months. 

VIII. Connecticut (Statewide) 

o Effective March 23, 2020 at 8:00pm through April 22, 2020, all businesses and not-for-profit entities in 
Connecticut shall employ, to extent possible, any telecommuting or work from home procedures that they 
can safely employ.  Non-essential businesses or not-for-profit entities shall reduce in-person workforces 
at any workplace locations by 100% not later than March 23, 2020.  Any essential business or entity 
providing essential goods, services, or functions shall not be subject to these in-person restrictions.  State 
of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7H dated March 20, 2020.  

 Essential Businesses include: (i) any of the essential workers identified in the CISA Critical 
Infrastructure guidance (see I. Federal, above), unless otherwise addressed in a prior or future 
CT executive order; (ii) essential healthcare and related operations (e.g., biotechnology 
therapies, consumer health products and services, doctor/dentist offices, elder care, health care 
plans/data, home health care workers, hospitals, manufacturing, distributing, warehouse and 
supplying of pharmaceuticals including research and development, medical supplies and 
equipment providers, pharmacies, research and laboratory services); (iii) infrastructure (e.g., 

https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/aspendailynews.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/1/04/104e488a-6d7f-11ea-8192-5bfee0825be7/5e797dbd2d4a3.pdf.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7H.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7H.pdf?la=en
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airports/airlines, commercial trucking, dam maintenance/support, e-learning functions of schools, 
hotels/motels, water and wastewater operations, telecommunications and data centers, 
transportation infrastructure, utilities and power generation, supply and transmission; (iv) all 
manufacturing and corresponding supply chains; (v) retail (e.g., electronics/appliances, big-
box or wholesale stores if they also carry groceries, convenience stores, gas stations, grocery 
stores, guns and ammunition, hardware and building stores, liquor stores, pharmacies, pet supply 
stores); (vi) food and agriculture (e.g., farms and farmer’s markets, food manufacturing, 
processing, storage, and distribution facilities, nurseries garden centers and agriculture supply 
stores, restaurants/bars on takeout/deliver basis only); (vii) services (e.g., accounting/payroll, 
animal care, auto repair/towing/service, bicycle service, building cleaning/maintenance, child 
care, operations support for financial institutions, financial advisors, funeral services, insurance 
companies, laundry services, legal, mail/shipping, marinas/marine repair, news and media, real 
estate transactions and related services, storage for Essential Businesses, trash collection and 
processing, warehouse/distribution/fulfillment; (viii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations; (xiv) construction (e.g., all skill trades, general 
commercial and residential construction, planning, engineering, design, bridge inspection and 
similar constructions support activities); (x) services necessary to maintain safety, sanitation 
and essential operations of residences or other buildings (e.g.,  building cleaners or janitors, 
building code enforcement, disinfection, emergency management and response, general 
maintenance, moving services, landscaping, security services); (xi) vendors that provide 
essential services or products, including logistics or technology support, child care and 
services needed to ensure continuing operation of government agencies and provision of 
goods, services or functions necessary for health, safety and welfare of public (e.g., billboard 
leasing, government owned buildings, IT and information security, logistics, technology support; 
(xii) defense.  Id. 

 Businesses not described in the above list may request an opinion from DECD to be deemed 
essential.  Id. 

 Non-Essential Retailers are permitted to be staffed on-site, provided they are providing only 
remote ordering and delivery/curb-side pickup. Non-essential businesses may allow third-parties 
on-site to the minimum extent necessary to provide security, maintenance and receipt of mail. See 
Executive Order No. 7-J dated as of March 22, 2020. 

 Retail operations permitted to remain open must take appropriate and reasonable measures to 
ensure customers maintain six feet of distance between each other and manage any resulting lines 
to maintain such distance. Retailers are not required to bag items in a customer’s reusable bag. 
See Executive Order 7-N dated as of March 26, 2020. 

 Effective March 26 through May 15, 2020, firearm dealers must conduct all sales of arms, 
ammunition and related products requiring person-to-person contact (e.g., for background checks 
and authorizations) by appointment only, and must space appoints so as to ensure customers and 
dealer personnel remain six feet apart at all times. Id. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7J.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7N.pdf
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o All children and childcare workers must be screened for observable illness and temperature (must be below 
100 degrees Fahrenheit) before entering any child care facility and such facilities must enact enhanced 
cleaning and disinfecting practices. See Executive Order 7-Q dated as of March 30, 2020.  

o Effective March 26 through April 30, 2020, social and recreation gatherings are limited to five persons. 
This restriction does not apply to private workplaces, retail establishments, or religious gatherings. See 
Executive Order 7-N dated as of March 26, 2020.  

o The Commissioner of Public Health is authorized to issue restrictions on the number, category and 
frequency of outside visitors and applicable screening and protective measures of patients in a nursing 
home facility, residential care home or chronic disease hospital. Executive Order No. 7 dated March 12, 
2020 

o Effective March 17 until April 20, 2020, unless extended beyond that date, all public school classes will 
be cancelled; private schools and other non-public schools are encouraged to follow the same schedule. 
See Executive Order 7-C dated March 15, 2020; Executive Order 7-L dated as of March 24, 2020 
(extending closure period). 

o Effective 8:00pm on March 16, 2020 and through April 30, 2020, unless earlier modified, any restaurant 
or eating establishment shall only serve food or non-alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption. 
Executive Order 7-D dated March 16, 2020. 

 Restaurants providing food for off-premises consumption must use all measures reasonably 
practicable to limit entrance of customers into their locations to the minimum extent necessary to 
pick up and/or pay for orders. See Executive Order 7-N dated as of March 26, 2020. 

o Enforcement: Pending additional guidance from the State, violators of the Orders risk being found in 
violation of Section 28-22, and therefore guilty of a Class D felony. 

o Effective 8:00pm on March 16, 2020 and through April 30, 2020, the following businesses must cease 
on-site operations: (i) any facility authorized to conduct off-track betting; (ii) any indoor gym, sporting 
or recreational facility, and (iii) all movie theaters. Executive Order 7-D dated March 16, 2020. 

IX. Delaware (Statewide) 

o Effective March 24, 2020 at 8:00am, with the exceptions as outlined below, all individuals currently 
living within the State of Delaware are ordered to shelter in place, at their home or place of residence. 
To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor space when outside their residence, they must at all 
times and as much as reasonably possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from any other 
person, consistent with the Social Distancing Requirements set forth below and with the guidelines set by 
the CDC. All persons may leave their homes or places of residence only for Essential Activities or 
Essential Travel, as defined below. See State of Delaware Fifth Modification of Declaration of State of 
Emergency dated March 22, 2020.  

o All travel (including, but not limited to, travel on foot, bicycle, scooter, motorcycle, automobile, and public 
transit), except Essential Travel or travel for Essential Activities, as defined below, is prohibited. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7Q.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7N.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7C.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7L.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7D.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7N.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7D.pdf?la=en
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fifth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fifth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
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Passengers traveling by public transit must comply with Social Distancing Requirements to the greatest 
extent feasible. Id.  

• Essential Travel includes travel: (a) related to the provision of or access to Essential 
Activities or Minimum Basic Operations; (b) to care for vulnerable persons/pets; (c) to or 
from educational institutions for purposes of receiving materials for distance learning or 
meals; (d) to return to a place of residence; (e) required/authorized by law. Id.  

o Individuals engaged in any Essential Travel must comply with all Social 
Distancing Requirements. Id.  

• Essential Activities include: (a) activities/tasks essential to one’s health and safety, or 
that of family or household members; (b) obtaining necessary services or supplies (i.e., 
food supplies, household consumer products); (c) outdoor activity (i.e., running, biking, 
walking), providing the individuals comply with Social Distancing Requirements; (d) 
work permitted by the Fourth Modification of the Declaration of a State of Emergency; 
(e) caring for or transporting family member, friend, or pet. Id.  

o “Social Distancing Requirements” include maintaining at least six-foot social distancing from 
individuals, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as possible or using 
hand sanitizer, covering coughs or sneezes (not with hands), regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, and 
not shaking hands. These requirements incorporate any subsequent guidance from the CDC issued after 
the issuance of this Order. Id.  

 Even essential businesses will be ordered to close if they are not practicing social distancing 
in the workplace. 

o Enforcement Actions: Whoever violates any provision of this Order may be fined not less than $50 nor 
more than $500, or imprisoned up to 6 months for each violation. 20 Del. C. §§ 3115 (b); 3116 (9); 3122; 
3125. State and local law enforcement agencies are authorized to enforce the provisions of any Declaration 
of a State of Emergency. Id.  

X. Florida (Statewide; Miami; Broward County) 

o Florida (Statewide) 

 Effective April 3, 2020 at 12:01am, and through April 30, 2020 (unless extended), all Florida 
residents must stay home, unless as needed to obtain or provide essential services or conduct 
essential activities.  Florida Executive Order Number 20-91, dated April 1, 2020. 

• Essential services means and encompasses: (i) the list detailed in the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce 
(attached to this order) and any subsequent list published; and (ii) businesses and activities 
designated by Executive Order 20-89 and its attachment (Florida Executive Order 
Number 20-89, dated March 30, 2020). Id. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-91.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-89.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-89.pdf
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• Essential activities means and encompasses (i) attending religious services conducted in 
churches, synagogues and houses of worship; (ii) participating in recreational activities 
(consistent with social distancing guidelines) such as walking, biking, hiking, fishing, 
hunting, running or swimming; (iii) taking care of pets; (and (iv) caring for or otherwise 
assisting a loved one or friend. Id. 

o A social gathering in a public space is not an essential activity, and local 
jurisdictions shall ensure that groups of people greater than 10 are not permitted 
to congregate in any public space. Id. 

• This order supersedes any conflicting action or order issued by local officials in response 
to COVID-19 but only to the extent that such action or order allows essential services or 
essential activities prohibited by this order. Id. 

o Executive Order 20-68 (bars, restaurants) and Executive Order 20-71 (alcohol 
sales, restaurants) shall remain in effect. Id. 

 Effective March 27, 2020, all individuals that drive into Florida from states with substantial 
community spread must self-isolate in Florida for 14 days or the duration of their trip, whichever 
is shorter.  Florida Executive Order Number 20-86, dated March 27, 2020. 

• This order does not apply to persons performing military, emergency, health or 
infrastructure response, or persons involved in any commercial activity. 

• Enforcement Actions: Any person who violates this order commits a misdemeanor of 
the second degree, which is punishable by imprisonment not to exceed 60 days, a fine not 
to exceed $500, or both.  Id. 

 Effective March 27, 2020, and for the next 14 days, all parties engaged in rental of vacation rental 
properties must suspend vacation rental operations.  Vacation rentals are prohibited from making 
new reservations or bookings and shall not accept new guests for check-in during the duration of 
this order. Florida Executive Order Number 20-87, dated March 27, 2020. 

• This order includes rental of any house, condominium, cooperative, or dwelling unit that 
is also a transient public lodging establishment, and (i) which is rented for periods of less 
than 30 days or 1 calendar month (whichever is less); (ii) which is advertised or held out 
to the public as a place regularly rented to guests; or (iii) which is otherwise regulated by 
the Department of Business and Professional Regulation (“DBPR”) as a vacation rental. 

• This order does not include (i) hotels, motels, inns, resorts, non-transient public lodging 
establishment, or time share projects; (ii) long-term rentals; (iii) rentals stays where guests 
are currently staying in a vacation rental or have previously booked a stay and are 
scheduled to check-in no later than March 28, 2020; or (iv) rentals to persons performing 
military, emergency, governmental, health or infrastructure response, or travelers engaged 
in non-vacation commercial activities. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-86.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-87.pdf
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• Executive Actions: Parties that violate this order or attempt to violate the order through 
advertising or other means of solicitation may be charged with a second-degree 
misdemeanor, punishable by either definite term of imprisonment not to exceed 60 days 
or a $500 fine (Sections 775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat.). 

 Effective March 24, 2020 at 12:01am, all travelers from New York, New Jersey and Connecticut 
must self-quarantine for 14 days.  Florida Executive Order Number 20-80 dated March 23, 2020. 

• Enforcement Actions: Any person who violates any isolation or quarantine commits a 
misdemeanor of the second degree, which is punishable by imprisonment not to exceed 
60 days, a fine not to exceed $500, or both.  Id. 

 Effective March 20, 2020, all non-essential elective medical procedures shall immediately cease. 
Florida Executive Order Number 20-72 dated March 20, 2020 

• Examples of procedures to delay may include, but are not limited to, some endoscopy, 
most cataract and lens surgeries, non-urgent spine and orthopedic procedures, and 
cosmetic procedures. 

• Permissible procedures include, but may not be limited to, removal of cancerous tumors, 
transplants, limb-threatening vascular surgeries, trauma-related procedures, and dental 
care related to the relief of pain and management infection. 

 Effective March 20, 2020, all vendors licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises must suspend the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink or in sealed containers for 
consumption on the premises.  Such vendors may continue to sell alcoholic beverages in sealed 
containers for consumption off-premises.  Florida Executive Order Number 20-71 dated March 
20, 2020 

• Any specially licensed food service establishment that complies with Executive Order 
Number 20-68 (Florida Executive Order Number 20-68) may sell package sales of alcohol 
for delivery, take-out or consumption off-premises so long as the following conditions are 
met:  (i) alcoholic beverage must be in a sealed container for consumption off-premises 
and be accompanied by food in same order; and (ii) any delivery of an alcoholic beverage 
complies with section 561.57 Florida Statutes (which requires that deliveries be made by 
persons associated with vendor’s license issued by the Florida Division of Alcoholic 
Beverages and Tobacco).  Id. 

 Effective March 20, 2020, all restaurants and food establishments licensed under Chapters 500 
and 509 of Florida Statutes must suspend on-premises food consumption, but may continue to 
take-out and delivery services.  Employees, janitorial personnel, contractors and delivery 
personnel shall be allowed to access such establishments for purposes of delivery and take-out 
services. Id. 

 Effective March 20, 2020, all gyms and fitness centers must close. Id.  This does not apply to 
gyms and fitness centers which are: (i) amenities of hotels which have a capacity of ten persons 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-80.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-72.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-71.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-71.pdf
http://floridamoose.com/PDFs/20.03.17%20Executive%20Order.pdf
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or less; (ii) are an amenity of a residential building; (iii) are interior to any fire or police stations; 
or (iv) are located inside any single-occupant office building.  Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: The Department of Business and Professional Regulation shall utilize its 
authorities under Florida law to implement and enforce the provisions of Executive Order Number 
20-71 and shall take additional measures as necessary to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare.  All state and local law enforcement shall implement and enforce the provisions of 
Executive Order Number 20-71. Id. 

 Parties accessing public beaches statewide must limit their gatherings to no more than ten people, 
distance themselves from other parties by 6 feet, and support beach closures at the discretion of 
local authorities. Florida Executive Order Number 20-68 dated March 17, 2020 

o Miami, FL  

 Effective March 18, 2020, the use of all common-use mopeds, scooters, micro-mobility devices 
motorized bicycles and other devices available at public docking stations for private use by 
reservation through online applications, websites or software for point-to-point trips are 
prohibited.  Miami-Dade Mayor Signs Executive Order Prohibiting Use of Commercial Mopeds 
and Scooters 

• This order does not prohibit the use of any moped, motorized scooter, regular bicycle 
or other micro-mobility device that is individual owned and used.  However, 
individuals are also prohibited from allowing any common use of their individual micro-
ability devices on any public road or sidewalk within Miami-Dade County. 

 Effective March 19, 2020 at 9:00pm, and until further notice, all Miami-Dade County Parks, 
Recreation and Open Spaces, including both municipal and privately owned parks, beaches and 
recreational facilities, have been closed.  Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
Closed 

• These include but are not limited to: 15 miles of beaches from Government cut to the 
Broward/Miami-Dade County line, Crandon Park Beach and the beach at Haulover Park; 
Zoo Miami; Deering Estate; Redland Fruit & Spice Park; Larry and Penny Thompson 
Park; Trail Glades Range; golf courses, fishing charters and head or party boats licensed 
to carry more than 6 passengers. 

• Marinas and boat ramps will remain open from 7:00am to sunset.  Only vehicles with a 
Miami-Dade County Parks marina sticker on the windshield will be granted access to the 
marinas’ wet or dry slips, and only patrons arriving in the vehicle with the vessel at 
marinas will be granted access to the boat ramp. 

• Park rangers, with the assistance of Miami-Dade County Police, will continue to monitor 
the County’s parks to enforce compliance with these requirements and ensure public 
safety. 

http://floridamoose.com/PDFs/20.03.17%20Executive%20Order.pdf
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-03-18-COVID-scooters-prohibited.asp
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-03-18-COVID-scooters-prohibited.asp
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-03-19-parks-closed.asp
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-03-19-parks-closed.asp
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 Effective March 19, 2020 at 9:00pm, all non-essential retail and commercial establishments have 
been closed. See press release for list of business closures and businesses allowed to remain open. 
Mayor-Dade County Issue Executive Order closing all non-essential businesses 

 Effective March 20, 2020, the Miami-Dade Transit service adjustments effecting the Metrorail, 
Metromover, and Metrobus schedules will go into effect. See press release for service 
adjustments.  Miami-Dade Transit Announces Service Reduction 

o Broward County 

 Effective March, 27, 2020 at 12:01am, individuals are strongly urged to remain home, other 
than to engage in essential business activities, which are the minimum activities necessary to 
conduct Minimum Business Operations or to engage in or patronize Essential Businesses, unless 
otherwise expressly exempted from the limitations of Broward County Administrator’s 
Emergency Order 20-01.  Broward County Administrator's Emergency Order 20-03, Directing 
Shelter in Place, dated March 26, 2020 

• All nonessential retail, nonprofit, and commercial business locations are ordered closed 
except to the extent necessary to perform Minimum Basic Operations. 

• Essential businesses that may remain open, but shall practice social distancing and 
other measures as advised by the CDC, include but are not limited to (see the Emergency 
Order for the entire list of essential businesses): 

o (i) healthcare providers and public health operations; (ii) grocery stores, farmers’ 
markets, supermarkets, food banks and other establishments primarily engaged in 
the sale of food and householder consumer products; (iii) business engaged in 
food cultivation; (iv) businesses that provide food, shelter, social services, and 
other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged individuals; (v) 
newspapers, television, radio and other media services; (vi) gas stations, marine 
fueling stations, new and used automobile dealerships, and auto supply, auto-
repair, motorcycle, scooter, bicycle repair shops and related facilities; (vii) banks 
and related financial institutions; (viii) hardware, gardening and building material 
stores; (ix) contractors and other tradesmen; (x) businesses primarily providing 
mailing, pick-up, and shipping services; (xi) private colleges, trade schools, and 
technical colleges, but only as needed to facilitate online or distance learning; 
(xii) laundromats, dry cleaners and laundry service providers; (xiii) restaurants 
and other facilities that prepare and serve food (no more than 10 people may 
utilize or congregate at or near any such restaurant, facility, or food truck at any 
time, and any person in line must adhere to all measures advised by the CDC 
regarding social distancing); (xiv) businesses that primarily supply other essential 
businesses; (xv) business that primarily ship or delivery groceries; (xvi) airlines, 
taxis and other private transportation providers; (xvii) businesses engaged in 
providing home-based care for seniors, adults, or children; (xviii) assisted living 
facilities, nursing home, adult day care centers, and home-based and residential 
settings for adults, seniors, children and/or people with disabilities or mental 

https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/2020-03-18-COVID-business-closures.asp
https://www.miamidade.gov/releases/03-19-20-dtpw-coronavirus-service-adjustments.asp
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/BC-EmergencyOrder20-03.pdf
https://www.broward.org/CoronaVirus/Documents/BC-EmergencyOrder20-03.pdf
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illness; (xix) businesses providing professional services, such as legal or 
accounting services; (xx) landscape and pool care businesses; (xxi) childcare 
facilities providing services that enable employees exempted in this Emergency 
Order to work as permitted; (xxii) businesses operating at any airport, seaport, or 
other government facility; (xxiii) logistics providers, including warehouses, 
trucking, consolidators, fumigators and handlers; (xxiv) telecommunications 
providers; (xxv) businesses primarily engaged in the provisions of propane or 
natural gas. 

o Social Distancing: All persons who may be physically present and performing 
services on-site related to the operations of an essential business are required to 
the full extent practicable to operate in full compliance will all measures advised 
by the CDC, including practicing social distancing such as keeping6 feet between 
persons and limiting group size to less than 10 people. 

XI. Georgia (Statewide and Atlanta)  

o Georgia (Statewide)  

 Effective April 3, 2020 at 6:00pm, and through 11:59pm on April 13, 2020, all residents and 
visitors of the State of Georgia are required to shelter in place within their homes or residences, 
unless they are (i) conducting or participating in Essential Services, (ii) performing Necessary 
Travel, (iii) are engaged in the performance of, or travel to and from, the performance of Minimum 
Basic Operations for a business, establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation, or 
organization not classified as Critical Infrastructure, or (iv) are part of the workforce for Critical 
Infrastructure and are actively engaged in the performance of, or travel to and from, their 
respective employment. Executive Order dated as of April 2, 2020 

• Essential Services are limited to (i) obtaining necessary supplies and services for family 
or household members, such as food and supplies for household consumption and use, 
medical supplies or medication, supplies and equipment needed to work from home, and 
products needed to maintain safety, sanitation, and essential maintenance of the home or 
residence, (ii) engaging in activities essential for the health and safety of family or 
household members, such as seeking medical, behavioral health, or emergency services, 
and (iii) engaging in outdoor exercise activities so long as a minimum distance of 6 feet 
is maintained during such activities between all persons who are not occupants of the 
same household or residence. 

• Necessary Travel is limited to such travel as is required to conduct or participate in 
Essential Services, Minimum Basic Operations, or Critical Infrastructure. 

• Minimum Basic Operations are limited to (i) the minimum necessary activities to maintain 
the value of a business, establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation or organization, 
provide services, manage inventory, ensure security, process payroll and employee 
benefits, or for related functions, (ii) the minimum necessary activities to facilitate 
employees or volunteers being able to work remotely from their residences or members 
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or patrons being able to participate remotely from their residence; and (iii) instance where 
employees are working outdoors without regular contact with other persons, such as 
delivery services, contractors, landscape business, and agricultural industry services. 

• Critical Infrastructure refers to businesses, establishments, corporations, non-profit 
corporations, and organizations as defined by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
as “essential critical infrastructure workforce” in its guidance revised on March 28, 2020 
(https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce), 
and those suppliers which provide essential goods and services to the critical 
infrastructure workforce as well as entities that provide legal services, home hospice, and 
non-profit corporations or non-profit organizations that offer food distribution or other 
health and mental health services. 

o Critical Infrastructure that continues in-person operation during the effective 
dates of this order shall implement measures which mitigate the exposure and 
spread of COVID-19 among its workforce.  See page 5 of the order for a 
comprehensive list of such mitigating measures. 

 Social Distancing: No business, establishment, corporation, non-profit corporation, or 
organization shall allow more than ten persons to be gathered at a single location if such gathering 
requires persons to stand or be seated within 6 feet of any other person.  

 Enforcement Action: Any person who violates this order shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

XII. Hawaii (Statewide) 

o As of March 25, 2020, at 12:01 a.m., all people in the State of Hawaii are ordered to stay at home, except 
as necessary to maintain continuity of operations of the federal critical infrastructure sectors, to engage in 
essential businesses and operations, or to engage in permitted activities. See Third Supplementary 
Proclamation (issued March 23, 2020). 

 Federal critical infrastructure sectors are defined by reference to CISA’s guidance, as 
supplemented in the Proclamation or by Hawaii’s Emergency Management Agency (HIEMA). Id. 

 Hawaii also defines essential businesses and operations by reference to CISA’s guidance, 
supplemented in the Proclamation to include: (i) healthcare services and facilities; (ii) stores that 
sell groceries and medicine; (iii) food, beverage, cannabis production and agriculture; 
(iv) educational institutions; (v) organizations that provide charitable and social services; 
(vi) media; (vii) gas stations and businesses needed for transportation; (viii) financial institutions; 
(ix) hardware and supply stores; (x) critical trades, such as building and construction workers; 
(xi) mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up services; (xii) laundry services; 
(xiii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xiv) supplies to work from home; (xv) supplies 
for essential businesses and operations; (xvi) transportation; (xvii) home-based care and services; 
(xviii) residential facilities and shelters; (xix) professional services; (xx) child care services for 
employees allowed to work under the Proclamation; (xxi) manufacture, distribution, and supply 

https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce
https://hawaiicovid19.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed-12.pdf
https://hawaiicovid19.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed-12.pdf
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chain for critical products and industries; (xxii) critical labor union functions; (xxiii) hotels and 
motels; (xiv) funeral services; and (xxv) government functions. Id. 

• Under the Proclamation, individuals may travel to and from essential businesses, but only 
to the extent that such businesses and operations cannot be conducted remotely. Id. 

• Businesses and operations not identified in CISA’s guidance, the Proclamation, or 
by HEIMA must cease. Id. 

 Permitted activities include travel for health and safety; travel to engage in, receive, or obtain 
goods or services from essential businesses and operations; travel to engage in minimum basic 
operations of nonessential businesses; travel to care for others; travel to an airport to leave the 
state; travel required by law enforcement or court order; outdoor exercise activities, including 
surfing; and walking pets. Id. 

• Minimum basic operations of nonessential businesses includes activities to maintain 
the value of the business’s inventory, ensure security, process payroll and employee 
benefits, and related functions, as well as activities necessary to facilitate remote work. 
Id. 

• Any gatherings of more than ten people, except as otherwise allowed, are prohibited. 
Id. 

 Social distancing: All individuals, businesses, and operations engaged in permitted activities 
must, to the fullest extent possible, exercise social distancing and other requirements, including 
maintaining six-foot distances; making hand sanitizer and sanitizing products available; instituting 
separate operating hours for high-risk populations; and posting information about remote access 
and operating hours. Id. 

 Penalties: A knowing or intentional violation of the Proclamation is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of up to $5,000, imprisonment of up to one year, or both. Id. 

o As of March 26, 2020, at 12:01 a.m., any person entering Hawaii, except those individuals performing 
emergency responses or critical infrastructure functions as designated by Hawaii’s Director of Emergency 
Management, must self-quarantine for 14 days. See Second Supplementary Proclamation (issued March 
21, 2020). 

 Penalties: A knowing or intentional violation of the Proclamation is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of up to $5,000, imprisonment of up to one year, or both. Id. 

XIII. Idaho (Statewide) 

o As of March 25, 2020, at 1:30 p.m., all individuals in Idaho are required to self-isolate at their place of 
residence, other than to perform Essential Activities, for Essential Governmental Functions, or to operate 
Essential Businesses. See Order to Self-Isolate (dated March 25, 2020). All public and private gatherings 
and travel are prohibited, except activities or travel specifically identified as Essential. Id. 

https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003152-ATG_Second-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003152-ATG_Second-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed.pdf
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/127/2020/03/statewide-stay-home-order_032520.pdf
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 Essential Activities include tasks essential to health and safety, such as obtaining medicine or 
visiting a doctor; obtaining necessary services or supplies; engaging in outdoor activities, provided 
that the activities comply with the Social Distancing Requirements; performing work providing 
essential products, serving an Essential Business, or performing Minimum Basic Operations for a 
nonessential businesses; and caring for a family member. Id. 

 Essential Government Functions are those services needed to ensure the continuing operation 
of local, state, federal, or tribal government agencies. Id. 

• Social Distancing: All Essential Government Functions must, to the extent possible, be 
performed in compliance with Social Distancing Requirements, defined to include 
maintaining a six-foot distance between individuals, washing hands with soap and water 
as often as possible, covering coughs or sneezes, regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, 
and not shaking hands. Id. 

 Essential Infrastructure is defined by reference to the CISA’s guidance, and includes public 
works construction, commercial construction and the transfer and selling of such construction, 
construction of housing (particularly low-income housing), airport operations, and the operation 
and maintenance of other utilities. Id. 

• Social Distancing: All workers performing tasks related to Essential Infrastructure 
should, to the extent possible, comply with Social Distancing Requirements. Id. 

 Essential Businesses are also defined by reference to CISA’s guidance and also include: 
(i) Healthcare Operations (hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, and other healthcare facilities and 
suppliers) and Essential Infrastructure; (ii) grocery stores and other establishments engaged in the 
retail sale of packaged and fresh foods; (iii) food cultivation and production; (iv) businesses that 
provide services for the economically disadvantaged; (v) media; (vi) gas stations and auto-repair 
and related facilities; (vii) banks and financial institutions; (viii) hardware stores and firearms 
businesses; (ix) plumbers, electricians, exterminators, landscapers, and other service providers 
who provide services necessary for residences, Essential Activities, and Essential Businesses; 
(x) mailing and shipping services; (xi) educational institutions, for purposes of facilitating 
distance learning; (xii) laundromats and dry cleaners; (xiii) restaurants and other facilities that 
prepare and serve food for consumption off premise; (xiv) hotels and motels; (xv) businesses that 
supply products needed for people to work from home; (xvi) businesses that supply other Essential 
Businesses or Essential Government Functions with necessary support or supplies; 
(xvii) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods, or services directly to residences; 
(xviii) transportation providers providing transportation services necessary for Essential 
Activities; (xix) home-based care for seniors, adults, and children; (xx) residential facilities and 
shelter for seniors, adults, and children; (xxi) essential tribal operations; (xxii) all operations 
related to the Idaho National Laboratory; (xxiii) professional services, when necessary to assist in 
compliance with legally mandated activities; (xxiv) childcare facilities, in compliance with 
hygiene and social-distancing recommendations, and to be used only by those who need childcare 
to work at a critical job. Id. 
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• Social Distancing: Essential Businesses shall, to the greatest extent feasible, comply with 
the Social Distancing Requirements. Id. 

o As of March 25, 2020, at 1:30 p.m., all nonessential businesses are required to cease all activities 
except Minimum Basic Operations or work performed from home. Id. All Essential Businesses are 
encouraged to remain open. Id. 

 Minimum Basic Operations include the minimum necessary activities to maintain the business’s 
inventory, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, or perform related functions, 
as well as the minimum activities necessary to facilitate remote work. Id. 

• Social Distancing: Employees performing Minimum Basic Operations should, to the 
extent possible, comply with Social Distancing Requirements. Id. 

o Penalty: A violation or failure to comply with the Order is a misdemeanor, punishable by up to six months’ 
imprisonment, a fine of up to $1,000, or both. Id. 

XIV. Illinois (Statewide) 

o Effective March 21, 2020 at 5:00pm, and through April 30, 2020, all Illinois residents must stay at home. 
COVID-19 Executive Order No. 8 dated March 20, 2020; COVID-19 Executive Order No. 16 dated April 
1, 2020. 

 Residents can still go to the grocery stores, put gas in their cars, take walks outside and make 
pharmacy runs; all local roads, including interstate highways and tollways, will remain open. 

 In Chicago, park facilities and libraries will be closed effective March 21, 2020 at 5:00pm; 
however, people will still be able to walk around the park space. 

 The reopening date for schools statewide has been pushed back to April 30, 2020. 

o All businesses that are not essential businesses are required to cease all activity except minimum basic 
operations (the minimum necessary activities required to maintain the value of inventory, preserve the 
condition of the business’s physical plant and equipment, ensure security, process payroll and employee 
benefits, and facilitate employees being able to work remotely). 

 Essential businesses that are exempt from the Order include: (i) Healthcare and Public Health 
Operations, Human Services Operations, Essential Governmental Functions and Essential 
Infrastructure; (ii) stores that sell groceries and medicines; (iii) food, beverage, and cannabis 
production and agriculture; (iv) organizations that provide charitable and social services, including 
religious and secular nonprofit organizations; (v) media, such as newspapers, television, radio, 
and other media services; (vi) businesses needed for transportation, including gas stations, 
automobile supply and repair, and bicycle shops; (vii) financial institutions, including banks, 
currency exchanges, and consumer lenders; (viii) hardware and supply stores; (ix) critical trades, 
including but not limited to plumbers, electricians, exterminators, cleaning and janitorial staff for 
commercial and governmental properties, security staff, operating engineers, HVAC, painting, 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-18.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-18.pdf
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moving and relocation services, and other service providers who provide services necessary to 
maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of residences; (x) mail, shipping, deliver 
and pick up services; (xi) educational institutions (for purposes of facilitating distance learning); 
(xii) laundry services; (xiii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xiv) businesses that sell or 
manufacture supplies to work from home; (xv) businesses that sell, manufacture, or supply other 
essential businesses and operations with support or materials necessary to operate, including 
computers, electronics, household appliances, plumbing and heating material, personal hygiene 
products, food, medical equipment, chemicals, and firearm and ammunition suppliers and retailers 
for purposes of safety and security; (xvi) transportation, including airlines, taxis and transportation 
network providers, vehicle rental services, and other private and public transportation providers; 
(xvii) home-based care and services for adults, seniors, children, and people with disabilities or 
substance abuse disorders; (xviii) residential facilities and shelters for adults and children with 
disabilities, mental illness and substance abuse disorders; (xix) professional services such as legal 
services, accounting services, insurance services, and real estate services, including appraisal and 
title services; (xx) day care centers for employees exempted by the Order; (xxi) Manufacture, 
distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries such as pharmaceutical, 
technology, biotechnology, healthcare, chemicals and sanitization, waste pickup and disposal, 
agriculture, food and beverage, transportation, energy, steel, petroleum, mining, construction, and 
products used by other Essential Businesses and Operations; (xxii) critical labor union functions 
including the administration of health and welfare funds and checking on the well-being and safety 
of members in essential businesses and operations; (xxiii) hotels and motels; and (xxiv) funeral 
services. 

 Essential Business and Operations and businesses engaged in Minimum Basic Operations 
must take proactive measures to ensure compliance with social distancing requirements, 
including: (i) designating with signage, tape, or by other means six-foot spacing for employees 
and customers in line to maintain appropriate distance; (ii) having hand sanitizer and sanitizing 
products readily available for employees and customers; (iii) implementing separate operating 
hours for elderly and vulnerable customers; and (iv) posting online whether a facility is open and 
how best to reach the facility and continue services by phone or remotely. 

o All gatherings outside of living units and all travel are prohibited, except for Essential Travel and 
Essential Activities. See Exec. Order No. 8 for exceptions. COVID-19 Executive Order No. 8 dated March 
20, 2020. 

o Effective March 21, 2020 and through April 30, 2020, all state, county and local law enforcement officers 
are instructed to cease enforcement of orders of eviction for residential premises. COVID-19 Executive 
Order No. 8 dated March 20, 2020; COVID-19 Executive Order No. 16 dated April 1, 2020. 

o Social Distancing Requirements: Maintaining at least 6-feet from other individuals, washing hands with 
soap and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as possible or using hand sanitizer, covering coughs 
or sneezes, regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, and not shaking hands. 

o Enforcement. This Executive Order may be enforced by State and local law enforcement pursuant to, 
inter alia, Section 7, Section 18, and Section 19 of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, 20 
ILCS 3305. These provisions allow the Governor to exercise emergency powers, which include among 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-18.pdf
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other actions (1) taking possession of property on behalf of the state, (2) controlling residents’ ability to 
leave or enter a disaster area and their movement within a disaster area, and (3) regulating the pricing of 
commodities. 

XV. Indiana (Statewide) 

o Effective March 24 through April 6, 2020, all individuals are ordered to stay at home. See Executive 
Order 20-08, dated March 23, 2020 

 Any gathering of more than ten people is prohibited. Id. 

 All persons may leave their homes to participate in Essential Business and Operations. Id. 

o All businesses except for Essential Business and Operations are required to cease all activities within the 
state except for Minimum Basic Operations. Id.  

 Essential Businesses and Operations means Healthcare and Public Health Operations, Human 
Services Operations, Essential Governmental Functions, Essential Infrastructure, all of the 
workers identified on the CISA List, Stores that Sell Groceries and Medicine, Food, Beverage and 
Agriculture, Organizations that Provide Charitable and Social Services, Religious Entities, Media, 
Gas Stations and Business Needed for Transportation, Financial and Insurance Institutions, 
Hardware and Supply Stores, Critical Trades, Mail, Post, Shipping, Logistics, Delivery and Pick-
Up Services, Educational Institutions, Laundry Services, Restaurants for Consumption Off-
Premises, Supplies to Work From Home, Supplies for Essential Businesses and Operations, 
Transportation, Home-Based Care and Services, Residential Facilities and Shelter, Professional 
Services, Manufacture, Distribution, and Supply Chain for Critical Products and Industries, 
Critical Labor Union Functions, Hotels and Motels, and Funeral Services. Id.  

o Social Distancing Requirements: Maintaining at least six-feet of social distancing from other individuals, 
washing hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds as frequently as possible or using hand 
sanitizer, covering coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands), regularly cleaning high-touch 
surfaces, and not shaking hands. Id.  

 With respect to Essential Businesses and Operations as well as businesses engaged in Minimum 
Basic Operations, they must take proactive measures to ensure compliance with the Social 
Distancing Requirements, where possible. Id.  

o Enforcement Actions: This Executive Order may be enforced by State and local law enforcement, as well 
as other governmental entities, to the extent set forth in Indiana law. Id. 

XVI. Iowa (Statewide) 

o As of April 2, 2020, all gatherings and events of more than 10 people are prohibited until 11:59 p.m on 
April 30. Proclamation of Disaster Emergency, Dated April 2, 2020. 

https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-08_Stay_at_Home.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-08_Stay_at_Home.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Disaster%20Proclamation%20-%202020.04.02.pdf


ropesgray.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 

 

 Exceptions. Livestock auctions that include only food animals may continue to operate so long 
as there are no more than 25 people present in person. 

o Business closures. Particular businesses are to be closed until April 30, including: restaurants and bars, 
fitness centers, swimming pools, salons, medical spas, barbershops, tattoo establishments, tanning 
facilities, massage therapy establishments, theaters, casinos, adult day care and senior citizen centers, and 
other nonessential retail establishments listed in the above order. 

o Retail establishments that sell essential food, medical supplies, and household goods shall remain open. 

o School closures. All schools shall remain closed until April 30, 2020. 

o Enforcement. In conjunction with the Department of Public Health pursuant to Iowa Code §§ 29C.18 and 
135C.35, all peace officers of the state are called upon to assist in the enforcement of the provisions of the 
Proclamation. Under these provisions, peace officers may arrest any person violating or attempting to 
violate the Proclamation. 

XVII. Kansas (Statewide) 

o Effective March 17 through May 29, 2020, all K-12 schools are closed. See Executive Order No. 20-07, 
dated March 17, 2020 

o Effective March 25 through May 1, 2020, all gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited. See 
Executive Order No. 20-14, dated March 24, 2020 

 This includes gatherings at auditoriums, movie theatres, museums, stadiums, conference rooms, 
health and fitness centers, recreation centers, and pools. Id. 

 This excludes, among others, office spaces and manufacturing, processing, distribution, and 
production facilities. Id.  

o Effective March 24 through May 1, 2020, Kansas has established the Kansas Essential Functions 
Framework which includes essential functions that must be exempt from any local “stay home” or similar 
orders. See Executive Order No. 20-15, dated March 24, 2020 

XVIII. Kentucky (Statewide) 

o Pursuant to Executive Order 2020-258 dated March 30, 2020, Kentuckians are prohibited from traveling 
out of state, except: 

 (i) When required by employment; (ii) to obtain groceries, medicine, or other necessary supplies; 
(iii) to seek or obtain care by a licensed healthcare provider; (iv) to provide care for the elderly, 
minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other vulnerable persons; or (v) when required 
by court order. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2020/29C.18.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2020/135.35.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-07-Executed.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-07-Executed.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-14-Executed.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-15-Executed.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200330_Executive-Order_2020-258_Out-of-State-Travel.pdf
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o Effective March 26, 2020 at 8:00 PM, all businesses which are not life-sustaining shall cease 
operations, except as needed to conduct Minimum Basic Operations. See Executive Order No. 2020-257 
dated March 25, 2020. Life-sustaining businesses are all businesses that allow Kentuckians to remain 
Healthy at Home, including: 

 (i) Any businesses operating in the federal critical infrastructure sector as defined by CISA; (ii) 
life-sustaining retail and their administrative support operations; (iii) all businesses related to food, 
beverage, and agriculture, as well as businesses that provide food, shelter, and other necessities of 
life for animals; (iv) organizations that provide charitable and social services; (v) media; (vi) gas 
stations and businesses needed for transportation; (vii) financial services businesses; (viii) 
housing, buildings, and construction; (ix) mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up 
services; (x) laundry services; (xi) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xii) supplies for life-
sustaining businesses; (xiii) transportation; (xiv) home-based care and services; (xv) professional 
services; (xvi) manufacturing, distribution, and supply chain for critical products and industries; 
(xvii) critical labor union functions; (xviii) hotels and motels; (xix) funeral services; and (xx) 
firearms and ammunition sales. 

 A fulsome list of qualifying retail establishments is detailed in Executive Order 2020-246 dated 
March 22, 2020, with additional qualifying businesses described in Executive Order 2020-257. 
All non-life sustaining retail operations may continue to provide local delivery and curbside 
service of online or telephone order.  

o Minimum Basic Operations are those necessary to maintain the value of the business’s inventory, 
preserve the condition of the business’s physical plant and equipment, ensure security, process payroll and 
employee benefits, facilitate telecommuting, and other related functions. 

o Social Distancing Requirements. Executive Order 2020-257 further requires that operating businesses 
follow social distancing and hygiene guidance from the CDC and the Kentucky Department for Public 
Health to the fullest extent possible. Social distancing and hygiene recommendations include: 

 (i) ensuring physical separation of employees and customers by at least six feet when possible; (ii) 
regular handwashing or access to hand sanitizer; (iii) regular cleaning and disinfecting of objects 
and surfaces; (iv) permitting remote work when feasible; and (v) encouraging any sick employees 
to leave the premises. The state strongly encourages employers to offer sick employees paid leave. 

o The Order suspends the enforcement of evictions for the duration of the State of Emergency under 
Executive Order 2020-215, and suspends all in-person government activities that are not necessary to 
sustain or protect life. 

o Mass gatherings remain prohibited pursuant to the Order of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services 
and the Department for Public Health, dated March 19, 2020. 

o All prior orders remain in effect except to the extent that they conflict with Executive Order 2020-257. 

o Penalties. Any violation of these Orders is punishable under KRS Ch. 39A. Where penalties are not 
specifically provided for in an Order, violators shall be guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor. See K.R.S. Ch. 

https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200325_Executive-Order_2020-257_Healthy-at-Home.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200325_Executive-Order_2020-257_Healthy-at-Home.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200322_Executive-Order_2020-246_Retail.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200322_Executive-Order_2020-246_Retail.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200325_Executive-Order_2020-257_Healthy-at-Home.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200306_Executive-Order_2020-215.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200319_Order_Mass-Gatherings.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200319_Order_Mass-Gatherings.pdf
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§ 39A.990. Executive Order 2020-257 notes that businesses engaged in the lawful sale of firearms and 
ammunitions which do not follow social distancing and hygiene guidance could be subject to business 
closure. 

XIX. Louisiana (Statewide) 

o Effective 5:00 PM March 23 through April 13, 2020, the nonessential businesses listed below shall be 
closed to the public and members. Louisiana Proclamation Number 33 JBE 2020 dated March 22, 2020. 

 Examples of nonessential businesses: (i) Casinos, movie theaters, bars, bowling alleys, and 
fitness centers and gyms, (ii) restaurants, cafes, and coffees shops, which may operate through 
takeout, drive-through and delivery services only, (iii) places of public amusement, whether 
indoors or outdoors, including but not limited to, carnivals, amusement parks, aquariums, zoos, 
museums, playgrounds, theme parks, theaters or other similar business, (iv) personal care and 
grooming businesses, including but not limited to, barber shops, beauty/nail salons, spas, 
massage/tattoo parlors, and other similar businesses and (v) malls, except for stores in a mall that 
have a direct outdoor entrance and exit that provide essential services and products as provided 
by CISA guidelines. Id. 

 Any business not covered by the CISA guidance and not ordered temporarily closed by this Order 
shall reduce operations to continue with minimum contact with members of the public and 
essential employees, while requiring proper social distancing. Id. 

o Effective 5:00 PM March 23 through April 13, 2020, all individuals within the state of Louisiana must 
stay home unless performing an essential activity. Id. 

 Examples of essential activities: (i) Obtaining goods necessary for the individual or a family 
member (e.g., food, medicine), (ii) obtaining non-elective medical care and treatment, (iii) going 
to/from an individual’s workplace to perform a job function necessary to provide goods or services 
described in (i-ii) above, or as otherwise deemed essential worker functions in the CISA guidance 
(see Section I above), (iv) traveling to/from a place of worship or family member’s home and (v) 
outdoor activity (e.g., running, biking), provided individuals maintain a distance of six feet from 
one another and abide by the ten-person limitation on gathering size. Id. 

• The ten-person limitation on gathering size applies only to gatherings in a single space at 
the same time where individuals will be in close proximity to one another. It does not 
apply to normal operations such as airports, medical facilities, office buildings, factories 
or manufacturing facilities, or grocery stores. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: The Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness is directed to ensure compliance with the Order, and is empowered to exercise all 
authorities pursuant to La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., and La. R.S. 29:760, et seq. Id. 

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-33-2020.pdf
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=85667
http://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=207667
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XX. Maine (Statewide) 

o Effective March 18, 2020, gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited.  An Order to Protect Public 
Health Dated March 18, 2020.  

 Effective March 25, 2020, all non-essential businesses and operations must cease activities that 
allow in-person contact or are at sites that require more than ten workers to convene in a space 
where social distancing is not possible.  Non-essential businesses and operations may continue 
activities that: (i) do not allow in-person contact; (ii) do not require more than ten workers to 
convene in a space where social distancing is not possible; and (iii) are facilitated to the maximum 
extent practicable by employees working remotely.  See An Order Regarding Essential Businesses 
and Operations Dated March 24, 2020. 

o Essential businesses and operations may continue their activities.  Essential businesses and operations 
are those: 

 Identified in the federal government’s CISA memorandum, which is incorporated to the executive 
order by reference; and 

 In addition, include businesses and operations involved in food processing and agriculture; fishing 
and aquaculture; industrial manufacturing; construction and maintenance of essential 
infrastructure; trash collection; grocery and household goods; forest products; essential home 
repair; hardware and auto repair; pharmacy and other medical, psychiatric, and long-term care 
facilities; group homes and residential treatment facilities; biomedical, life science, behavioral 
health, health care, dental care, and long-term services and supports providers and organizations; 
child care providers; post offices and shipping outlets; banks and credit unions; gas stations; 
laundromats; veterinary clinics, animal welfare, and animal feed and supply stores; truck delivery 
and distribution of goods; public transportation; legal, business, professional, environmental 
permitting, and insurance services; hotel and commercial lodging; and all utilities.  See id. 

o Enforcement of the order is left to the government department that regulates licenses and permits for a 
given business or operation.  A violation of the order may be considered a violation of a license or permit, 
and penalties should be assessed as such.  Violation of the order may also be a Class E crime carrying a 
maximum penalty of a $1000 fine and/or up to 180 days in jail.  See id. 

o Restaurants and bars must close dine-in facilities, and may continue to offer carry-out, delivery, and drive 
through services.  See An Order to Protect Public Health. 

XXI. Maryland (Statewide) 

o Effective March 30, 2020 at 8:00pm, all persons living in the State of Maryland are ordered to stay in their 
homes or places of residences (“Homes”), except (i) to conduct or participate in Essential Activities; (ii) 
staff and owners of business and organizations that are not required to close pursuant to paragraphs IV or 
V of the order may travel between their Homes and those businesses and organizations and to and from 
customers for the purpose of delivery goods or performing services; and (iii) staff and owners of non-
essential businesses may travel (a) between their Homes and those non-essential businesses for the purpose 

https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/EO%2014%20An%20Order%20to%20Protect%20Public%20Health.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/EO%2014%20An%20Order%20to%20Protect%20Public%20Health.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20_0.pdf
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of engaging in Minimal Operations; and (b) to and from customers for the purpose of delivering goods. 
Order of the Governor of Maryland to Stay at Home, dated March 30, 2020. 

 Essential Activities means: (i) Obtaining necessary supplies or services for one’s self, family, 
household members, pets, or livestock, including, without limitation: groceries, supplies for 
household consumption or use, supplies and equipment needed to work from home, laundry, and 
products needed to maintain safety, sanitation, and essential maintenance of the home or 
residence; (ii) Engaging in activities essential for the health and safety of one’s self, family, 
household members, pets, or livestock, including such things as seeking medical or behavior 
health or emergency services, and obtaining medication or medical supplies; (iii) Caring for a 
family member, friend, pet, or livestock in another household or location, including, without 
limitation, transporting a family member, friend, pet, or livestock animal for essential health and 
safety activities, and to obtain necessary supplies and services;  (iv) Traveling to and from an 
educational institution for purposes of receiving meals or instructional materials for distance 
learning;  (v) Engaging in outdoor exercise activities, such as walking, hiking, running, or biking, 
but only in compliance with paragraph III below and applicable social distancing guidance 
published by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) and the Maryland 
Department of Health (“MDH”); (vi) Travel required by a law enforcement officer or court order; 
or  (vii) Traveling to and from a federal, State, or local government building for a necessary 
purpose. Id. 

 Closure of Certain Specific Businesses, Organizations, and Facilities, including: (i) senior 
citizen activities centers; (ii) restaurants and bars (not including take-out or drive-through or 
delivery); (iii) fitness centers; (iv) theaters; (v) malls; (vi) other recreational establishments 
including bingo halls, bowling alleys, pool halls, amusement parks, roller and ice skating rinks, 
all golf courses, social and fraternal clubs, campgrounds and any other establishment not listed 
that is subject to the admission and amusement tax under Title 4 of the Tax-General Article of the 
Maryland Code; and (vii) tattoo parlors, tanning salons, barber shops and beauty salons. 

 This order does not require the closure of, or prohibit the movement of any staff or volunterr 
traveling to, from or in connection with their duties at any: (i) federal, State, or local 
government unit, building, or facility; (ii) any newspaper, television, radio or other media service; 
or (iii) any non-profit organization or facility providing essential services to low-income persons, 
including, without limitation, homeless shelters, food banks and soup kitchens. 

o Gatherings larger than 10 persons are prohibited: social, community, spiritual, religious, recreational, 
leisure, and sporting gatherings and events (“large gatherings and events”) of more than 10 people are 
hereby prohibited at all locations and venues, including but not limited to parades, festivals, conventions, 
and fundraisers. Planned large gatherings and events must be canceled or postponed until after termination 
of the state of emergency and the proclamation of the catastrophic health emergency has been rescinded. 
Id. 

o Effective March 19, 2020, access to Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport is restricted to 
ticketed passengers and badged employees. Governor Hogan Announces Further Actions to Slow Spread 
of COVID-19 

https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Gatherings-FOURTH-AMENDED-3.30.20.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/03/19/governor-hogan-announces-further-actions-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19-relaunches-maryland-unites-initiative/
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/03/19/governor-hogan-announces-further-actions-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19-relaunches-maryland-unites-initiative/
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 Individuals must also stay off public transit (MARC train, Metro, Amtrak train or a bus or any 
other transportation), which is reserved for emergency personnel, front-line health-care providers 
and workers providing essential supplies and services. Id.  

o Enforcement Actions: A person who knowingly and willfully violates this order is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding one year or a fine not exceeding 
$5,000 or both. 

XXII. Massachusetts (Statewide) 

o Effective noon March 24 through noon May 4, 2020, all businesses and other organizations in the state 
that do not provide Essential Services must close their physical premises to workers, customers and 
the public. All businesses that do not provide Essential Services are encouraged to continue to operate 
through remote means to the maximum extent possible. Religious institutions may remain open but must 
comply with limitations on gatherings (below). See  COVID-19 Order No. 13 dated March 23, 2020; 
COVID-19 Order No. 21 Extending the operation of COVID-19 Order No. 13 Dated March 31, 2020. 

 Essential Services include the workforces engaged and working in the below production and 
service sectors. This list is based on federal CISA guidance, but is tailored to reflect 
Massachusetts’ economy:  

• (i) Health care/public health/human services, including for example workers providing 
COVID-19 testing and clinical research needed for COVID-19 response, medical 
professionals, caregivers, and personnel for hospitals, laboratories, and other medical 
facilities, workers that manage health plans, billing, and health information, who cannot 
work remotely, workers providing security, incident management, and emergency 
operations for health care facilities that cannot work remotely, manufacturers, technicians, 
distributors, and others in supply chain of medical equipment, personal protective 
equipment, medical gases, pharmaceuticals, and cleaning supplies, manufacturer workers 
for health manufacturing (including pharmaceutical research and development); (ii) law 
enforcement, public safety, and first responders; (iii) food and agriculture; (iv) energy, 
including electricity, petroleum, natural gas/propane, and steam; (v) water and waste 
water; (vi) transportation and logistics; (vii) public works and infrastructure support 
services; (viii) communications and information technology; (ix) community or education 
based essential functions and government operations, including scientific researchers in 
higher education; (x) critical manufacturing; (xi) hazardous materials; (xii) financial 
services; (xiii) chemical; (xiv) defense industrial base; (xv) commercial facilities, 
including workers supporting ecommerce through distribution, warehouse, call center 
facilities, and other essential operational support functions; (xvi) residential/shelter 
facilities and services; (xvii) hygiene products and services; and (xviii) construction-
related activities. Massachusetts Guidance on COVID-19 Essential Services.   

• Businesses with functions which are not covered in the list of Essential Services, but 
believe they are essential, may request a designation as such here. Questions related to 
businesses affected by this order can be sent to: covid19.biz@mass.gov.  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-31-2020-essential-services-extension-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-31-essential-services-list/download
https://www.mass.gov/forms/essential-service-designation-request
mailto:covid19.biz@mass.gov
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 Restaurants and bars may continue to operate on a takeout/delivery basis only. See COVID-19 
Order No. 13 dated March 23, 2020 

o Gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited throughout the Commonwealth. Gatherings include 
any civic, leisure, sporting, or faith-based event, conferences, weddings, or any similar activity that brings 
together more than ten persons in any confined indoor or outdoor space.  

 Does not apply to operations/activities of any organization in its provision/delivery of Essential 
Services, any municipal legislative body, or operation of any child care facility. Id.  

o Enforcement Actions: The Order will be enforced by the Dept. of Public Health with the assistance of 
State or local police, if necessary. Violators may be subject to criminal penalty of imprisonment of not 
more than one year, a fine of not more than $500, or both, or a civil fine of up to $300 per violation. Id. 

o In Boston, effective March 17, 2020, construction work suspended unless “essential work,” which 
includes emergency utility, road or building work (e.g., gas/water leaks); new utility connections to 
occupied buildings; mandated building or utility work; work at public health facilities, including health 
care facilities and shelters; work that ensures reliability of transportation network; and other work 
necessary to render occupied residential buildings fully hospitable. City to review requests for exceptions 
on case-by-case basis. Employees should maintain necessary crews to keep sites safe and secure, prevent 
materials from blowing away, and prevent trespassing. Work must be complete by March 23, 2020. City 
of Boston order. 

XXIII. Michigan (Statewide) 

o Stay Home, Stay Safe. Effective March 24 through April 13, 2020, with the exceptions as outlined below, 
all individuals currently living within the State of Michigan are ordered to stay at home or at their place 
of residence. See Michigan Executive Order 2020-21 (COVID-19) dated March 23, 2020. 

 Exceptions. Individuals may leave their residence and travel as necessary to: (i) do outdoor 
activity (i.e., running, cycling) while remaining at least six feet from others; (ii) perform their jobs 
as critical infrastructure workers (as described in the CISA Guidance, see I. Federal, above) after 
being so designated by their employers; (iii) conduct Minimum Basic Operations, after being 
designated to perform such work by their employers; (iv) perform necessary government 
activities; (v) perform tasks that are necessary to their health and safety or that of household 
members (i.e., get healthcare, medicine); (vi) obtain necessary services or supplies (i.e., groceries, 
gasoline, medical supplies); (vii) care for a family member or other vulnerable persons; (viii) visit 
an individual under the care of a health care facility; (ix) attend legal proceedings for essential or 
emergency purposes as ordered by a court; (x) work or volunteer to provide food, shelter, and 
other necessities for disadvantaged individual; (xi) to return to their one’s residence; and (xii) as 
required by law. 

o Social Distancing. All individuals who leave their residence must adhere to social distancing measures 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, including remaining at least six feet 
from others to the extent feasible under the circumstances.  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order/download
https://www.boston.gov/news/construction-activity-be-suspended-city-library-locations-bcyf-centers-close
https://www.boston.gov/news/construction-activity-be-suspended-city-library-locations-bcyf-centers-close
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
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 All businesses maintaining in-person activities must adopt social distancing practices to the 
maximum extent possible, as well as other mitigation measures. 

o Essential Businesses. No person or entity shall operate a business or conduct operations that require 
workers to leave their homes or places of residence except to the extent that those workers are necessary 
to sustain or protect life or to conduct Minimum Basic Operations. 

 Workers who are necessary to sustain or protect life are defined as “critical infrastructure 
workers,” as described in the CISA Guidance, as well as: 

a (i) Child care workers serving the children or dependents of critical infrastructure 
workers; (ii) essential workers at designated suppliers and distribution centers whose 
continued operation is necessary to facilitate critical infrastructure work; (iii) workers in 
the insurance industry to the extent their work cannot be performed remotely; (iv) workers 
and volunteers for businesses or operations that provide food, shelter, and other 
necessities for individuals in need; and (v) workers who perform critical labor union 
functions to the extent these functions cannot be performed remotely.  

 Minimum Basic Operations. Workers who are necessary to conduct Minimum Basic Operations 
are those whose in-person presence is strictly necessary to allow the business or operation to 
maintain the value of inventory and equipment, care for animals, ensure security, process 
transactions (i.e., payroll, benefits), or facilitate the ability of other workers to work remotely. 

a Businesses and operations must determine which of their workers are necessary to 
conduct Minimum Basic Operations and inform such workers of that designation in 
writing. 

o Enforcement: A willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 

o School Closures. In-person K-12 instruction has been suspended for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. The governor has further suspended rules and procedures of the School Aid Act in order to 
facilitate alternative education programming. See Michigan Executive Order 2020-35 dated April 2, 2020. 

XXIV. Minnesota (Statewide) 

o Effective March 27 at 11:59pm, and through April 10 at 5:00pm, all Minnesota residents must stay at 
home. Emergency Executive Order 20-20 Directing Minnesotans to Stay at Home, dated March 25, 2020. 
Residents may only leave their homes in order to perform certain activities and critical sector work. 

o Exempt Activities. Minnesotans may leave their homes in order to obtain necessary supplies such as 
medicine and food, seek medical services, donate blood, take walks outside, care for others, or travel to 
perform critical sector work.  

o Critical Sector. All workers, even those in critical sectors, must work from home if they are able to do 
so. Critical Sectors workers are permitted to travel to and from work, and to transport children to and from 
child care or school settings. Critical Sector workers include those defined in CISA guidance (see Section 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2019-2020/executiveorder/pdf/2020-EO-35.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/3a.%20EO%2020-20%20FINAL%20SIGNED%20Filed_tcm1055-425020.pdf
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I, above), in addition to the categories listed below. Periodic updates on what constitutes Critical Sector 
work are available here. 

 (i) Health care services including reproductive health care, childbirth services, mental health care, 
and substance use treatment; (ii) workers supporting manufacturers and distributors of personal 
care, hygiene, and healthcare products; (iii) workers providing home-based care, (iv) animal 
control officers, animal shelters, and veterinarians; (v) workers who support electronic security 
and life-safety services; (vi) those who perform work related to residential wells and septic tanks, 
and who supply bottled water or home filtration systems in areas where that is a health necessity 
(vii) transportation services, including construction and maintenance, bicycle shops, and car sales 
necessary for essential travel; (viii) construction, construction material suppliers, and other critical 
trades; (ix) all workers who support news services; (x) election workers; (xi) workers performing 
government functions necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the public, to preserve 
the essential elements of the financial system of government (xii) tribal governments and essential 
staff in the judicial, executive, executive constitutional, and legislative branches of government; 
(xiii) faith workers; (xiv) child care providers, (xv) K-12 and post-secondary educators; (xvi) 
hotels, (xvii) emergency shelters and certain social service organizations, (xviii) essential legal 
services, workers who facilitate and finance real estate services, and notaries performing services 
that cannot be deferred, (xix) critical labor union functions; and (xx) laundry services and essential 
supply stores. 

o All work should be done “to the maximum extent possible” in adherence to the Minnesota Occupational 
Safety and Health Standards and the Minnesota Department of Health and CDC Guidelines related to 
COVID-19. 

 It is recommended that employers (i) implement social distancing measures by increasing physical 
space between workers at the worksite, staggering work schedules, decreasing social contacts in 
the workplace, and limiting non-essential work travel; (ii) consider conducting regular health 
checks of staff and visitors entering buildings; (iii) require ill workers to stay home; (iv) encourage 
personal protective measures among staff; (v) disinfecting frequently touched surfaces daily; and 
(vi) ensure hand hygiene supplies are readily available. Minnesota Department of Health COVID-
19 Guidance for Employers and Employees. 

o Enforcement. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.45, a person who willfully violates this 
Executive Order is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be punished by a fine not to exceed 
$1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than 90 days. 

o School Closures. Schools are closed to students from March 18 through March 27. Emergency Executive 
Order 20-02 Directing the Commissioner of Education to Temporarily Close Schools, dated March 15, 
2020. Beginning March 30 and through May 4, Minnesota schools must implement a “Distance Learning 
Period” and must provide continuous distance education to students. Emergency Executive Order 20-19 
Directing the Commissioner of Education to Implement a Distance Learning Period, dated March 25, 
2020. 

https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/business-exemptions/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/businesses.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/businesses.html
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-02%20Final_tcm1055-423084.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-02%20Final_tcm1055-423084.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-02%20Final_tcm1055-423084.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/2a.%20EO%2020-19%20FINAL%20SIGNED%20Filed_tcm1055-425019.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/2a.%20EO%2020-19%20FINAL%20SIGNED%20Filed_tcm1055-425019.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/2a.%20EO%2020-19%20FINAL%20SIGNED%20Filed_tcm1055-425019.pdf
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XXV. Mississippi (Statewide; Oxford) 

o Statewide 

 Effective on March 19, 2020, public schools shall be closed through April 17, 2020. Executive 
Order No. 1460, dated March 19, 2020. 

o Oxford 

 Effective on March 22, 2020, for a period of fifteen days, all non-essential businesses must 
close to the public. Essential businesses that are not required to close include: (i) city 
government services; (ii) hospitals and healthcare operations; (iii) gas stations, (iv) drug stores 
and pharmacies; (v) food services; (vi) hardware stores; (vii) security companies; (viii) businesses 
providing services necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation and essential operation of residents; 
(ix) banks; (x) community benefit organizations; (xi) laundry services; and (xii) professional 
services which service companies and individuals who are essential businesses. Second 
Emergency Resolution by the City of Oxford. 

 Enforcement: Violations of this order are punishable by the penalties laid out in Chapter 1, Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Oxford, Mississippi—General Provisions, including a fine of up to 
$50 or imprisonment of up to 30 days. Id. 

XXVI. Missouri (Statewide) 

o Effective March 23 through April 6, 2020, the Director of the Department of Health and Senior Services 
has ordered that every person in Missouri shall avoid social gatherings of more than ten people, and shall 
avoid eating or drinking at restaurants or bars (although drive-thru, pickup and delivery options are 
allowed). See Missouri DHSS Order dated March 21, 2020 

o Schools shall be closed and people shall not visit nursing homes, long-term care facilities or retirement 
homes. Id.  

o This order does not prohibit people from visiting grocery stores, gas stations, parks, and banks, so long as 
necessary precautions are taken and maintained to reduce transmission of COVID-19, including 
maintaining at least six feet of distance between all individuals that are not family members. Id.  

o For offices and workplaces that remain open, individuals shall practice good hygiene and, where feasible, 
work from home. Id.  

XXVII. Montana (Statewide) 

o Effective March 12, 2020 and running concurrent with President Trump’s national declaration of a state 
of emergency, there is a state of emergency declared in Montana. See Executive Order No. 2-2020 dated 
as of March 12, 2020 and Executive Order No. 3-2020 dated as of March 13, 2020. 

https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1460.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1460.pdf
https://www.oxfordms.net/documents/misc/second_emergency_resolution_signed.pdf
https://www.oxfordms.net/documents/misc/second_emergency_resolution_signed.pdf
https://governor.mo.gov/press-releases/archive/governor-parson-directs-dhss-director-require-social-distancing-statewide
https://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/docs/2020EOs/EO-02-2020_COVID-19%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf?ver=2020-03-13-103433-047
https://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/docs/2020EOs/EO-02-2020_COVID-19%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf?ver=2020-03-13-103433-047
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/docs/2020EOs/EO-03-2020_Amending%20COVID-19%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf?ver=2020-03-18-114433-983
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o Visitation in nursing homes is suspended for all visitors and non-essential healthcare providers, except for 
end of life care, in which case visitors must be screened. All nursing homes must follow this guidance 
from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. See Directive dated as of March 13, 2020. 

o Effective March 20 through April 10, all of the following are closed to the public: (i) restaurants/cafes 
for on-premises consumption; (ii) bars; (iii) cigar bars; (iv) health clubs, spas, gyms, etc.; (v) movie and 
performance theaters; (vi) casinos. See Directive dated as of March 20, 2020; as extended by Directive 
dated as of March 24, 2020.  

o Effective March 24, 2020, non-essential social and recreational gatherings outside of a residence, 
regardless of size, are prohibited if a distance of six feet between individuals cannot be maintained. See 
Directive dated as of March 26, 2020.  

o Effective March 28 through April 10, 2020, all individuals must stay at their place of residence to the 
greatest extent possible, except while performing Essential Activities or Essential Business and 
Operations. Id.  

 Essential Activities include: (i) performing tasks necessary to health and safety of one’s self or 
household member; (ii) obtaining necessary services or supplies (e.g., groceries or household 
consumer products); (iii) engaging in outdoor activities consistent with Social Distancing 
Requirements (e.g., running or biking); (iv) to work at an Essential Business or Operation or 
perform Minimum Basic Operations; (v) to take care of or transport a family member, friend or 
pet. Id.  

o Effective March 28 through April 10, 2020, all non-essential businesses must close their in-person 
operations, except for minimum basic operations. Id. 

 Essential Businesses and Operations include: (i) Healthcare and Public Health Operations; (ii) 
Human Services Operations; (iii) Essential Infrastructure (e.g., food production and distribution, 
construction, building management and maintenance, utilities, transit infrastructure, etc.); (iv) 
Government Functions; (v) stores that sell groceries and medicine; (vi) food and beverage 
production and agriculture; (vii) organizations that provide charitable and social services; (viii) 
media; (ix) gas stations and businesses needed for transportation; (x) financial and real estate 
services and institutions; (xi) hardware and supply stores; (xii) critical trades; (xiii) mail, post, 
shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up services; (xiv) educational institutions; (xv) laundry 
services; (xvi) laundry services; (xvii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xviii) businesses 
selling supplies to work from home; (xix) businesses selling, supplying or manufacturing supplies 
for Essential Businesses and Operations; (xx) transportation; (xxi) home-based care and services; 
(xxii) residential facilities and shelters; (xxiii) professional services; (xxiv) manufacture, 
distribution and supply chain for critical products and industries; (xxv) critical labor union 
functions; (xxvi) hotels and motels; and (xxvii) funeral services. Id.  

• This list of Essential Businesses and Operations is meant to encompass the workers 
identified in the CISA Memorandum on Critical Infrastructure Workers. Id; See also I. 
Federal (above) 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/2020-03-15_Governor%20Directive%20re%20COVID-19.pdf?ver=2020-03-15-170323-930
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/Directive%20on%20Bars%20and%20Restaurants.pdf?ver=2020-03-20-101314-937
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/Directive%20on%20Local%20Government.pdf?ver=2020-03-24-163942-247
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/Directive%20on%20Local%20Government.pdf?ver=2020-03-24-163942-247
https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/Stay%20at%20Home%20Directive.pdf?ver=2020-03-26-173332-177
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• Minimum Basic Operations includes the minimum necessary activities to maintain the 
value of a business’s inventory, plant or equipment, ensure security, process payroll and 
employee benefits, or facilitate other employees’ work from home. Id.  

• Essential Businesses and Operations must comply with Social Distancing Requirements 
to the greatest extent feasible.  

o Enforcement: all directives issued under Executive Orders 2-2020 and 3-2020 are enforceable as public 
health laws by the state Attorney General, DPHHS, or a county attorney. See Directive dated as of March 
24, 2020. 

XXVIII. Nebraska (Statewide and County-Specific) 

o Nebraska (Statewide)  

 With the exception of a Directed Health Measure limiting the size of gatherings in designated 
counties (see below), businesses in Nebraska are not currently subject to restrictive measures as 
to their operations or hygiene practices.  

• In a Facebook Live Event on March 25, 2020, Governor Ricketts encouraged businesses 
to take the following steps: (i) increase takeout and delivery services; (ii) provide 
additional phone and online services; (iii) conduct business remotely whenever possible; 
(iv) monitor health of employees; (v) implement measures or guidance enabling 
employees and customers to maintain personal separation; (vi) limit the number of 
customers permitted on the premises at any given time; and (vii) offer gift cards worth 
more than purchase price which must be used after a certain date, to increase cash flow.  

 The Governor of Nebraska has issued a number of Executive Orders granting various forms of 
relief, including (i) suspending requirements on commercial motor vehicles and motor 
carriers engaged in transporting food, supplies, and equipment (see Executive Order 20-01 dated 
March 16, 2020); (ii) granting a limited waiver of public meeting requirements on governing 
bodies (see Executive Order 20-03 dated March 17, 2020); (iii) expanding unemployment 
benefit coverage (see Executive Order 20-04 dated March 17, 2020); (iv) extending deadlines 
and waiving late fees for motor vehicle titling, registration, driver’s license renewal and other 
permits (see Executive Order 20-05 dated March 19, 2020); (v) suspending certain licensing and 
permit requirements for bars and restaurants (see Executive Order 20-06 dated March 19, 
2020); and (vi) providing temporary residential eviction relief until May 31, 2020 (see Executive 
Order 20-07 dated March 25, 2020).  

o Adams, Antelope, Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Boyd, Brown, Buffalo, Burt, Butler, Cass, Cherry, 
Cheyenne, Clay, Cuming, Dawes, Dawson, Deuel, Dodge, Douglas, Franklin, Garden, Gosper, Grant, 
Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Holt, Hooker, Kearney, Keya Paha, Kimball, Knox, Lancaster, Lincoln, Logan, 
Madison, McPherson, Merrick, Morrill, Nuckolls, Phelps, Pierce, Polk, Rock, Sarpy, Saunders, Scotts 
Bluff, Seward, Sheridan, Sioux, Stanton, Thomas, Washington, Webster, and York Counties:  

http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/Directive%20on%20Local%20Government.pdf?ver=2020-03-24-163942-247
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/Directive%20on%20Local%20Government.pdf?ver=2020-03-24-163942-247
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/gov-ricketts-encourages-business-flexibility-during-covid-19-emergency
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-01.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-01.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-03.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-04.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-05.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-06.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-06.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-07.pdf
http://govdocs.nebraska.gov/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/20-07.pdf
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 On April 1, 2020, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services issued Directed Health 
Measure Order 2020-008, mandating the following for the foregoing counties:  

• Individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19, who exhibit two or more symptoms 
of the disease, or who reside with anyone who has tested positive or who is exhibiting two 
or more symptoms must self-quarantine at home for 14 days.  

• Gatherings of more than 10 individuals in the same space at the same time are 
prohibited. This includes indoor and outdoor events. A gathering does not include: (i) 
normal operations at airports, bus and train stations; (ii) health care facilities; (iii) 
shopping malls and center; (iv) spaces where ten or more persons may be in transit; (v) 
typical office environments, factories, or retail or grocery stores; (vi) events at which 
members of the media may need to be present; (vii) courts of law; (viii) public utilities; 
(ix) state, county, and city operations; (x) election offices and polling places on election 
day; (xi) logistics and distribution centers; and (xii) family residences housing ten or more 
people. The foregoing businesses are directed to use heightened, diligent and effective 
disinfection of exposed surfaces per the directions of the Nebraska Department of Health 
and Human Services, the CDC and the EPA.  

• School Closures. Effective immediately through May 31, 2020, all schools are ordered 
to cease in-person instruction and all extra-curricular activities except for the following 
services, which may be continued as necessary: (i) remote learning; (ii) child care 
services; (iii) meal distribution; (iv) distribution of educational materials and supplies; (v) 
general building or physical plant operations and maintenance; and (vi) residential 
services. 

• Liquor, beer, and wine sales are restricted to carry-out sales and delivery only, to the 
extent permitted by law. On-site consumption of alcohol is prohibited.  

• Food and beverage sales at any dine-in establishments are restricted to drive-through, 
carry-out, and delivery only. Lines for carry-out and drive-through must maintain social 
distancing (i.e. six feet away from other persons) for patrons and staff whenever possible.  

• Elective surgeries and procedures (e.g., any medical or dental procedure scheduled in 
advance because it does not involve a medical emergency) are prohibited. Surgeries or 
procedures that do not need to be performed immediately but which must be done to 
preserve the patient’s life or physical health are allowed by a case-by-case determination 
of the medical provider.  

• This Order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until the following dates: 

o April 30, 2020 for Cass, Douglas, and Sarpy counties; 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-StateDirectedHealthMeasures-Antelope-Arthur-Boyd-Brown-Cherry-Holt-Hooker-KeyaPaha-Knox-Lincoln-Logan-McPherson-Pierce-Rock-Thomas-Counties.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-StateDirectedHealthMeasures-Antelope-Arthur-Boyd-Brown-Cherry-Holt-Hooker-KeyaPaha-Knox-Lincoln-Logan-McPherson-Pierce-Rock-Thomas-Counties.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx#SectionLink4
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx#SectionLink4
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus
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o May 6, 2020 for Burt, Butler, Cuming, Dodge, Hall, Hamilton, Lancaster, 
Madison, Merrick, Polk, Saunders, Seward, Stanton, Washington, and York 
counties; 

o May 11, 2020 for Adams, Antelope, Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Boyd, Brown, 
Buffalo, Cherry, Cheyenne, Clay, Dawes, Dawson, Deuel, Franklin, Garden, 
Gosper, Grant, Harlan, Holt, Hooker, Kearney, Keya Paha, Kimball, Knox, 
Lincoln, Logan, McPherson, Morrill, Nuckolls, Phelps, Pierce, Rock, Scotts 
Bluff, Sheridan, Sioux, Thomas, and Webster counties. 

• Penalties. Failure to comply with this Order will result in unspecified legal action for 
enforcement by civil and/or criminal remedies.  

XXIX. Nevada (Statewide) 

o Effective March 20 through April 16, 2020, Non-Essential Businesses shall be closed. See Nevada 
Declaration of Emergency Directive 003 dated March 20, 2020. 

 Essential Licensed Businesses, including but not limited to, healthcare providers, veterinary 
services, grocery stores, pharmacies, financial institutions, hardware stores, convenience stores, 
security services, and gas stages, are encouraged to continue operations, but must adopt COVID-
19 risk mitigation measures. Id.  

 Food establishments shall only serve customers through take-out, drive-through, curbside pickup, 
or delivery, and shall adopt COVID-19 risk mitigation policies. Id.  

o The construction, mining, manufacturing, and infrastructure sector labor forces may continue operations, 
but shall maintain strict social distancing practices to facilitate a minimum of six feet of separation between 
workers. This social distancing restriction shall not be construed to supersede any safety practices imposed 
on the industry by state or federal law. Id. 

o This Directive shall not be construed to hinder the ability of the industries identified in the CISA 
memorandum dated March 19, 2020 to continue their operation appropriately modified to account for 
CDC guidance. Id. 

o Businesses not delineated in the Directive may continue operations if they are able to implement social 
distancing safeguards for the protection of their employees. Id.  

o Businesses that do not comply, after receiving written notice from law enforcement, may be subject to 
criminal prosecution and civil penalties under NRS 202.595, NRS 202.450, and any other applicable 
statutes, ordinances or regulations. Id.  

o Effective March 16, 2020, K-12 schools will be cancelled until April 6, 2020, and social distancing 
guidelines must be followed (6 feet of social distancing per person for non-family members should be 
maintained). Nevada COVID-19 Mitigation Press Release 

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-20.Declaration-of-Emergency-Directive-003.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-20.Declaration-of-Emergency-Directive-003.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-mitigation-press-release.pdf
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 All non-essential gatherings should be postponed or cancelled (e.g., consider postponing 
celebrations, faith leaders should try to find ways to deliver to congregations without bringing 
them together in person). 

o Effective March 18, 2020, all casinos, gaming machines, devices, tables, games and any equipment related 
to gaming activity will be shut down. 

o Other non-essential businesses like beauty shops, nail, tanning and waxing salons, bars, movie theaters, 
gyms, auditoriums, stadiums, arenas, larger conference rooms, meeting halls, and cafeterias will be closed 
for 30 days; restaurants can only offer drive-thru, takeout or delivery.  

 Order does not apply to essential services such as police, fire departments, transit, grocery 
stores, hospitals, pharmacies, drug and convenience stores, banks and financial institutions, 
hardware stores and gas stations. Grocery stores should consider special hours for the vulnerable 
populations. 

o McCarran International Airport will also remain open. Id. 

XXX. New Hampshire (Statewide) 

o Scheduled gatherings of ten people or more are prohibited.  See Emergency Order #16 Pursuant to 
Executive Order 2020-04 Dated March 23, 2020. 

o Effective March 16, 2020, food and beverage sales are restricted to carry-out, delivery, curbside pick-up, 
and drive-through only.  No onsite consumption is permitted.  See Emergency Order #2 Pursuant to 
Executive Order 2020-04 Dated March 16, 2020. 

XXXI. New Jersey (Statewide) 

o Effective March 21, 2020 at 9:00pm, until revoked or modified by the Governor, all New Jersey residents 
shall remain home or at their place of residence.  All gatherings of individuals (i.e., celebrations, events, 
etc.) are cancelled unless otherwise authorized by the Order. See Executive Order 107 dated March 21, 
2020 

 Exceptions to the stay at home order include (i) obtaining goods or services from essential retail 
businesses (as described in paragraph 6 of Executive Order 107); (ii) obtaining takeout food or 
beverages from restaurants, other dining establishments, or food courts (pursuant to paragraph 8 
of Executive Order 107); (iii) seeking medical attention, essential social services, or assistance 
from law enforcement or emergency services; (iv) visiting family or other individuals with whom 
the resident has a close personal relationship; (v) reporting to, or performing, their job; (vi) 
walking, running, operating a wheelchair, or engaging in outdoor activities with immediate family 
members, caretakers, household members, or romantic partners while following best social 
distancing practices with other individuals (including staying 6 feet apart); (vii) leaving the home 
for an educational, religious, or political reason; (viii) leaving because of reasonable fear for his 
or her health or safety; or (ix) leaving at the direction of law enforcement or other government 
agency. 

https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-16.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-16.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-2.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-2.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
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• When in public, individuals must practice social distancing and stay 6 feet apart whenever 
practicable, excluding immediate family members, caretakers, household members, or 
romantic partners. Id.  

• Individuals who travel pursuant to the exceptions listed above should only use public 
transportation if they have no other feasible choice; individuals who ride public 
transportation should abide by best social distancing practices. Id.  

o The brick-and-mortar premises of all non-essential retail businesses must close to the public as long as 
Executive Order 107 remains in effect. Id. 

 Essential retail businesses, as fully described in Executive Order 107, are excluded from this 
directive and may remain open during their normal business hours Id. 

• Examples of essential businesses include: grocery/food stores, pharmacies, medical 
supply stores, retail functions of gas stations, convenience stores, healthcare facilities and 
ancillary stores within healthcare facilities, hardware and home improvement stores, retail 
functions of banks and other financial institutions, retail functions of laundromats and 
dry-cleaning services, stores that principally sell supplies for children under 5 years old, 
pet stores, liquor stores, car dealerships (but only to provide auto maintenance and repair 
services) and auto mechanics, retail functions of printing and office supply shops and 
retail functions of mail and delivery stores. 

o All restaurants, cafeterias, dining establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor license, all bars 
and all other holders of liquor license with retail consumption privileges, are permitted to operate normal 
business hours, but are limited to offering only food delivery and/or take-out services in accordance 
with their existing liquor licenses. Id.  

o All recreational and entertainment business, including but not limited to the following list, must close to 
the public as long as Executive Order 107 remains in effect.  

 (i) casino gaming floors, including retail sports wagering lounges, and casino concert and 
entertainment venues; (ii) racetracks, including stabling facilities and retail sports wagering 
lounges; (iii) gyms and fitness centers and classes; (iv) entertainment centers, including but not 
limited to, movie theaters, performing arts centers, other concert venues, and nightclubs; (v) all 
indoor portions of retail shopping malls (restaurants and other stores located within shopping 
malls that have their own external entrances open to the public, separate from the general mall 
entrance, may remain open pursuant to the terms of Executive Order 107); (vi) all places of 
amusement, whether indoors or outdoors, including but not limited to, locations with amusement 
parks, water parks, aquariums, zoos, arcades, fairs, children’s play centers, funplexes, theme 
parks, bowling alleys, family and children’s attractions; (vii) facilities where personal care 
services are performed that, by their very nature, result in noncompliance with social distancing 
guidelines, including but not limited to cosmetology shops, barber shops, beauty salons, hair 
braiding shops, nail salons, electrology facilities, spas, massage parlors, tanning salons, tattoo 
parlors, and public and private social clubs; and (viii) all municipal, county, and State public 
libraries, and all libraries and computer labs at public and private colleges and universities. Id. 
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o All businesses or non-profits in the State, whether closed or open to the public, must accommodate their 
workforce, wherever practicable, for telework or work-from-home arrangements. Id.  

 To the extent a business or non-profit has employees that cannot perform their functions via 
telework or work-from-home arrangements, the business or non-profit should make best efforts 
to reduce staff on site to the minimal number necessary to ensure that essential operations can 
continue. Id.  

o Any municipal or county government action which in anyway does, might or will conflict with Executive 
Order 107 or impede its achievement is invalid, including modifications to the list of Essential Retail 
Businesses. See Executive Order 108 dated March 21, 2020. 

o Enforcement Actions: Penalties for violation of the Order, or aiding and abetting such violation, may 
include 6 months of imprisonment, a fine of up to $1,000 or both. 

o Effective March 19, 2020 there may be no residential evictions, foreclosures or other removal actions 
in the State. See Executive Order 106 dated March 21, 2020.  

o Effective 5:00pm March 27, 2020 all adult elective surgeries and invasive procedures are suspended. A 
surgery or procedure is elective if it can be delayed without undue risk to the current or future health of 
the patient as determined by the patient’s treating physician dentist. See Executive Order 109 dated as of 
March 23, 2020.  

o Effective March 29, 2020 and continuing until revoked, all healthcare facilities designated by the Office 
of Emergency Management must report data concerning capacity and supplies on a daily basis by 10:00am 
to the OEM. See Executive Order 111 dated as of March 28, 2020.  

o The Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families (“DCF”) shall implement a plan, which 
will be effective by April 1,that closes all childcare services except Emergency Child Care Services, 
which are provided for the children of “essential persons. See Executive Order 110 dated as of March 
25, 2020. 

 Organizations may seek designation as an Emergency Child Care Center entitled to remain 
operating after April one by submitting the certification form to the DCF for approval by March 
27, 2020. Applicants demonstrating that child care services will be provided exclusively to 
“essential persons” during the school closure period and all other standards will be followed shall 
be approved as an Emergency Child Care Center. Id.  

o Effective March 18, 2020 and continuing indefinitely, all public, private and parochial preschools, 
elementary and secondary schools, including charter and renaissance schools, shall be closed to 
students. All institutions of higher education shall cease in-person instruction. See Executive Order 107 
dated March 21, 2020. 

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-108.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-106.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-109.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-109.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-111.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-110.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-110.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
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XXXII. New Mexico (Statewide) 

o Effective as of March 24 through April 10, 2020, all businesses and non-profit entities deemed non-
essential are ordered closed and all non-essential workers are required to work from home. Essential 
businesses may remain open provided they minimize their operations and staff to the greatest extent 
possible. Essential businesses must also direct employees to maintain at least six-foot distancing from 
other individuals, avoid person-to-person contact, wash their hands frequently and ensure that all surfaces 
are cleaned routinely. Public Health Order dated March 23, 2020. 

 Examples of essential businesses include: (i) Health care operations, including emergency 
veterinary services, pharmacies, medical wholesale and distribution, home health care workers, 
emergency dental facilities, nursing homes, research facilities, intermediate care facilities for 
those with intellectual disabilities and medical supplies and equipment manufacturers and 
providers; (ii) homeless shelters, food banks and other services providing care to indigent or needy 
populations; (iii) childcare facilities necessary to provide services to those workers employed by 
essential businesses and essential non-profit entities; (iv) grocery stores and other businesses that 
generate the majority of their revenue from the sale of household consumer products; (v) farms 
and other food cultivation, processing, or packaging operations; (vi) facilities used by law 
enforcement or emergency management personnel; (vii) infrastructure operations, including 
public works construction, commercial and residential construction and maintenance, airport 
operations, public and private transportation providers, natural resources extraction or mining 
operations, waste collection and Internet providers; (viii) manufacturing operations involved in 
food processing, chemicals, fertilizer, pharmaceuticals, household paper products, metals, 
electrical equipment, appliance and transportation equipment; (ix) services necessary to maintain 
the safety and sanitation of residences or essential businesses, including security services, 
custodial services, plumbers, electricians and other skilled trades; (x) media services; (xi) gas 
stations and automobile repair facilities; (xii) hardware stores; laundromats and dry cleaner 
services; (xiii) utilities; (xiv) funeral homes; (xv) banks, insurance providers, payroll services, 
brokerage services and investment management firms; (xvi) real estate services; businesses 
providing mailing and shipping services; (xvii) laboratories and defense and national security-
related operations supporting the US government; (xviii) restaurants (but only for delivery or carry 
out) and local breweries or distillers (but only for carry out); (xix) professional services, such as 
legal or accounting services, but only where necessary to assist in compliance with legally 
mandated activities; and (xx) logistics and businesses that store, ship or deliver food, goods or 
services directly to residences or retailers. Id. 

 Examples of non-essential businesses include: all casinos and horse racing facilities (which must 
all close), except  casinos operating on tribal lands; hotels, motels, RV parks and other places of 
lodging (all of which shall not operate at more than 50% of maximum occupancy, not including 
health care workers) and call centers (which must reduce their in-person workforce by 100%). Id. 

o Effective as of March 24 through April 10, 2020, congregations of more than five people are prohibited. 
Id. 

https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-DOH-Order-fv.pdf
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o Enforcement Actions: The New Mexico Department of Public Safety, the New Mexico Department of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management, the Department of the Environment, and all other state 
departments and agencies are authorized to take all appropriate steps to ensure compliance. Id. 

XXXIII. New York (Statewide and New York City) 

o New York (Statewide)  

 Effective 8:00pm March 22, 2020, all businesses and not-for-profit entities shall utilize, to the 
maximum extent possible, any telecommuting or work from home procedures that they can safely 
utilize. New York Executive Order No. 202.8 dated as of March 20, 2020 

 Each employer in the state shall reduce the in-person workforce at any work locations by 
100% no later than 8:00pm on March 22. Id. 

• Essential businesses or entities providing essential services are not subject to the in-
person restrictions. This includes: essential health care operations (i.e., research and lab 
services), essential infrastructure (i.e., utilities, telecommunication, and transit), essential 
manufacturing (i.e., food processing and pharmaceuticals), essential retail (i.e., grocery 
and pharmacy), essential services (i.e., trash collection, mailing/shipping), financial 
institutions, news media, providers of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged 
(i.e., shelters, foodbanks, and related human service providers), construction, defense (i.e., 
national security related operations), sanitation vendors, vendors providing essential 
services/products to governmental agencies, and child care services. See Executive Order 
No. 202.6 dated as of March 18, 2020. 

o More details on what qualifies as an “essential” business is available per Empire 
State Development Corporation’s Guidance. See ESDC Guidance.  

o Any business that has a single occupant/employee (i.e., gas station) is deemed 
exempt and is treated as an essential business. Businesses specifically ordered to 
close under prior orders (i.e., gyms, movie theaters, casinos, etc.) are not eligible 
for designation as an essential business and must remain closed. Id.  

o Businesses not covered by the ESDC Guidance may request an opinion to be 
deemed “essential” by the Empire State Development Corporation by using 
this form. 

o Effective March 29 through April 28, 2020, Order 202.6 is modified to clarify 
that construction is now deemed essential only if it is emergency or essential 
construction. All non-essential and non-emergency construction must shut 
down. See Executive Order 202.13 dated as of March 29, 2020.  

 Emergency construction is a project necessary to protect the health and 
safety of the occupants, or to continue a project if it would be unsafe to 

http://nycourts.gov/whatsnew/pdf/EO-202.8-ocr.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO202.6.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO202.6.pdf
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://esd.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Request%20for%20Designation%20Form_0.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.13.pdf
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allow it remain undone until it is safe to shut the site. See ESDC 
Guidance. 

 Essential construction, which may continue, includes: (i) roads, (ii) 
bridges, (iii) transit facilities, (iv) utilities, (v) hospitals or healthcare 
facilities, and (vi) affordable housing and homeless shelters. Id.  

 Continuing emergency or essential construction must maintain social 
distance, including for elevators, meals and entry/exit from the site. Sites 
that cannot maintain social distance must close. Id.  

 Enforcement: Fines of up to $10,000 per violation apply. Id. 

• Enforcement Actions: Any violation of the in-person workforce reduction order 
constitutes a violation of section 12 of the Public Health Law and will result in a civil 
penalty of up to $2,000 per violation.  New York Executive Order No. 202.8 dated as 
of March 20, 2020 

o If a business was already fined, the penalty can be increased up to $5,000 for 
each repeat violation if the violation was “a serious threat to the health and 
safety” of an individual. The penalty can further increase to $10,000 if the 
violation directly results in the serious physical harm to any individual. Id.  

 Effective 8:00pm March 16, 2020 all movie theaters, gyms and casinos must close indefinitely. 
All restaurants and bars will operate on a take-out and delivery basis only. See Executive Order 
202.3 dated as of March 16, 2020.  

 Effective 8:00pm March 19, all indoor portions of retail shopping malls, public amusements (e.g., 
theme parks, carnivals, bowling alleys, etc.) must close. See Executive Order 202.5 dated as of 
March 18, 2020.  

 Effective 8:00pm March 20, 2020 all barbershops, hair/nail salons, tattoo/piercing parlors or 
similar personal care service businesses must close. See Executive order 202.7 dated as of March 
19, 2020. 

 All provisions of Orders 202.3 through 202.11 which closed or otherwise restricted public or 
private businesses or places of public accommodation, are continued such that the expiration 
date of all such Orders are aligned and expire at 11:59pm April, 15, unless further extended. 
See Executive Order 202.13 dated as of March 29, 2020. 

 All non-essential gatherings of individuals of any size for any reason are prohibited. See 
Executive Order 202.10 dated as of March 25, 2020. 

 There shall be no enforcement of either an eviction of any tenant residential or commercial, or 
a foreclosure of any residential or commercial property for a period of ninety days. See Executive 
Order 202.8 dated as of March 20, 2020.  

https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
http://nycourts.gov/whatsnew/pdf/EO-202.8-ocr.pdf
http://nycourts.gov/whatsnew/pdf/EO-202.8-ocr.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.3.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.3.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202_5.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202_5.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO%20202.7.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO%20202.7.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.13.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.10.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.8.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.8.pdf
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 For 90 days, all banks which maintain a branch, representative or other office in the State must 
grant a forbearance on loans to any person or business who has a financial hardship as a result 
of COVID-19.  See Executive Order 202.9 dated as of March 21, 2020 

• The Dept. of Financial Services issued regulations clarifying that the forbearance 
described above applies only to residential mortgages. See DFS Regs. 119.3(k).   

 Effective 8:00pm March 20, 2020, any appointment that is in-person at any state or county 
department of motor vehicles is cancelled, and until further notice, only on-line transactions will 
be permitted. See Executive Order 202.8 dated as of March 20, 2020. 

 Effective 8:00pm March 23, 2020, any healthcare facility is authorized to allow students who are 
in programs to become a licensed healthcare professional in NY to volunteer at such facility for 
educational credit without a clinical affiliation agreement. See Executive Order 202.10 dated as 
of March 23, 2020.  

 All elective surgeries and procedures, as the Commissioner of Health shall define, must be 
canceled. No pharmacist may dispense hydoxychloroquine or chloroquine for an experimental or 
prophylactic use which is not connected to a state-approved clinical trial related to COVID-19. Id. 

 The Commissioner of Health is authorized to suspend or revoke the operating certificate of any 
general hospital which is unable to meet the requirements of the necessary capacity directives, and 
may appoint a receiver to continue such hospitals operations on 24 hours’ notice. Id.  

 Any health care facility licensed by the State must, as a condition of licensure, permit the 
attendance of one support person who does not have a fever at the time of labor/delivery to be 
present a support person for a patient giving birth. See Executive Order 202.12 dated as of March 
28, 2020. 

o New York City 

 Restaurants/bars takeout only, provided that establishments do not exceed 50% capacity for 
patrons waiting for food effective March 16, 2020. NYC Emergency Executive Order No. 100. 

 All entertainment venues closed, including for capacity below 500 and commercial gyms effective 
March 16, 2020. Id. 

 New York City Health and Hospitals Corporate to immediately cancel or postpone elective 
procedures system-wide and cease performing within 96 hours of issuance of Order. Other 
hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers in NYC directed to do same. Id. 

• Procedures are to be deemed “electives” by assessing which procedures can be postponed 
or cancelled based on patient risk considering emergency need to redirect resources 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.9.pdf
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/03/re_new_pt119_nycrr3_text.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.8.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.10.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.10.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.12.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.12.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/executive-orders/2020/eeo-100.pdf
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XXXIV. North Carolina (Statewide; Durham; Madison County; Mecklenburg County; Pitt County) 

o North Carolina (Statewide) 

 Effective March 30, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for thirty days, all individuals are ordered to stay at home. 
All persons may leave their homes only for essential activities, essential governmental operations, 
or to participated in or access essential businesses. Executive Order No. 121, dated March 27, 
2020.  

 Exceptions include travelling for the following essential activities: (i) for health and safety; (ii) 
for necessary supplies and services; (iii) for outdoor activity; (iv) to take care of others; and (v) 
for certain types of work; (vi) for places of worship; (vii) to receive goods and services; (viii) to 
return or travel between one’s place or places of residence; and (ix) to volunteer with organizations 
that provide charitable and social services. Id. 

• When outside, individuals must maintain social distancing requirements, including 
maintaining a distance of six feet between persons. Id. 

• Mass gatherings of more than 10 persons are prohibited (subject to exceptions below). Id. 

 All businesses and operations in are to close, except for essential businesses and operations, 
including: (i) essential businesses laid out in CISA list; (ii) businesses that sell, produce, or 
distribute groceries, medicine, or essential household goods; (iii) human services operations; (iv) 
healthcare and public health operations (term to be broadly defined, but does not include 
fitness gyms, spas, salons, or other similar facilities; (v) media; (vi) gas stations and businesses 
needed for transportation; (vii) financial and insurance institutions; (viii) hardware and supply 
stores; (ix) critical trades; (x) mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up services; (xi) 
educational institutions; (xii) laundry services; (xiii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; 
(xix) services and supplies for essential businesses, (xx) transportation; (xxi) home-based care and 
services; (xxii) residential facilities or shelters; (xxiii) professional services; (xxiv) childcare 
facilities; (xxv) hotels and motels; and (xxvi) funeral services; (xxvii) essential infrastructure; 
(xxviii) essential governmental operations; (xxix) food, beverage production and agriculture; 
(xxx) organizations that provide charitable services; (xxxi) religious entities; (xxxii) supplies to 
work from home; (xxxiii) manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical products 
and industries; (xxxiv) defense and military contractors. Id. 

• All operating businesses must, to the extent practicable, maintain social distancing 
requirements. Id. 

 Enforcement: Violations of this Executive Order are punishable as a Class 2 misdemeanor in 
accordance with N.C. Gen. Stat. Sec. 14-288.20A, which includes a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 
imprisonment of up to 30 days. Id. 

o Durham 

https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO121-Stay-at-Home-Order-3.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO121-Stay-at-Home-Order-3.pdf


ropesgray.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 

 

 Effective March 26, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. through April 30, 2020, all individuals in the City of 
Durham are prohibited from traveling outside of their homes. All public or private gatherings of 
more than 10 people are prohibited. Second Amendment to Declaration of Emergency in the City 
of Durham (Stay at Home Order). 

• Exceptions to the stay-at-home order include travelling for essential activities, including: 
(i) health and safety; (ii) necessary supplies and services; (iii) outdoor activity; (iv) 
permitted business functions (to perform work in businesses described below); and (v) to 
take care of others. Id. 

 All businesses and operations in are to close, except for essential businesses and operations, 
including: (i) essential businesses laid out in CISA list; (ii) businesses that sell, produce, or 
distribute groceries, medicine, or essential household goods; (iii) human services operations; (iv) 
healthcare and public health operations (term to be broadly defined, but does not include 
fitness gyms, spas, salons, or other similar facilities; (v) media; (vi) gas stations and businesses 
needed for transportation; (vii) financial and insurance institutions; (viii) hardware and supply 
stores; (ix) critical trades; (x) mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up services; (xi) 
educational institutions; (xii) laundry services; (xiii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; 
(xix) services and supplies for essential businesses, (xx) transportation; (xxi) home-based care and 
services; (xxii) residential facilities or shelters; (xxiii) professional services; (xxiv) childcare 
facilities; (xxv) hotels and motels; and (xxvi) funeral services. Id. 

• All such businesses must follow social distancing requirements to the extent possible, 
including maintaining at least a six-foot distance between persons. Id. 

• Businesses providing non-essential goods and services may continue to operate remotely. 
Id. 

o Madison County 

 Madison County officials issued a “shelter in place recommendation,” which was texted to 
residents on March 23, 2020. The advisory suggested staying at home, with the exception of 
essential trips to the grocery store, to pick up medicine, to seek medical services, or to go to work 
at essential businesses.  

o Mecklenburg County 

 Effective March 26, 2020 at 8:00 a.m., all businesses in the County, except for essential businesses 
and operations, are to cease. Joint Proclamation of the County of Mecklenburg, dated 23, 2020.  

• Essential businesses include: (i) stores that sell groceries and medicine; (ii) food, 
beverage, and agriculture; (iii) organizations that provide charitable and social services; 
(iv) media; (v) gas stations and businesses needed for transportation; (vi) financial 
institutions; (vii) hardware and supply stores; (viii) critical trades; (ix) mail, post, 
shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up services; (x) educational institutions; (xi) 
laundry services; (xii) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xiii) supplies to work 

https://durhamnc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/30043/City-of-Durham-Mayor-Emergency-Dec-Second-Amdmt-3-25-20_FINAL
https://durhamnc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/30043/City-of-Durham-Mayor-Emergency-Dec-Second-Amdmt-3-25-20_FINAL
https://www.mecknc.gov/news/Documents/Mecklenburg%20County%20Stay%20at%20Home%20Orders.pdf
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from home; (xiv) supplies for essential businesses; (xv) transportation; (xvi) home-based 
care and services; (xvii) residential facilities and shelters; (xviii) professional services; 
(xix) childcare centers; (xx) manufacture, distribution, and supply chain for critical 
products and industries; (xxi) hotels and motels; and (xxii) funeral services. Id. 

 All public and private gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited, except for limited 
purposes. Id. 

 Individuals may only leave their residence to perform the following essential activities: for 
health and safety, for necessary supplies and services, for outdoor activity (but must comply with 
social distancing requirements), for certain types of work related to essential businesses or 
operations, and to take care of others. Id. 

 Enforcement: Violations of this proclamation shall result in a Class 2 misdemeanor in accordance 
with G.D. 14-288.20A, which includes a fine of up to $1,000 and/or 60 days in prison. See id. 

o Pitt County 

 Effective March 25, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., all individuals are required to stay in their homes. 
Nonessential gatherings of 10 persons or more are prohibited. Second Proclamation of Emergency 
Restrictions for Pitt County, North Carolina. 

• Exceptions include travelling for the following essential activities: (i) for health and 
safety; (ii) for necessary supplies and services; (iii) for outdoor activity; (iv) to take care 
of others; and (v) for certain types of work. Id. 

 All businesses except for essential businesses are required to close. Essential businesses 
include: (i) businesses identified in the CISA list; (ii) stores that sell groceries or medicine; (iii) 
food cultivation; (iv) manufacturing; (v) organizations that provide charitable and social 
services; (vi) healthcare and public health operations; (vii) media; (viii) gas stations and 
businesses needed for transportation; (ix) financial and insurance institutions; (x) hardware and 
supply stores; (xi) critical trades; (xii) mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery, and pick-up 
services; (xiii) educational institutions; (xiv) laundry services; (xv) restaurants for consumption 
off-premises; (xvi) services and supplies for essential businesses, (xvii) transportation; (xviii) 
home-based care and services; (xix) residential facilities or shelters; (xx) professional services; 
(xxi) childcare facilities; (xxii) hotels and motels; and (xxiii) funeral services; and (xxiv) solid 
waste. Id. 

• All such businesses must follow social distancing requirements to the extent possible, 
including maintaining at least a six-foot distance between persons. Id. 

• Businesses providing non-essential goods and services may continue to operate remotely. 
Id. 

https://www.pittcountync.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10436/2020-3-24_Second-Proclamation-of-Emergency-Restrictions-for-COVID-19-Response
https://www.pittcountync.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10436/2020-3-24_Second-Proclamation-of-Emergency-Restrictions-for-COVID-19-Response
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XXXV. Ohio (Statewide) 

o Effective 11:59pm March 23 through May 1, 2020, all individuals living in Ohio must stay at their 
place of residence, except as otherwise allowed by this Order. Individuals may leave their homes only 
for Essential Activities, Essential Government Functions, to participate in Essential Businesses and 
Operations, or for Essential Travel. See Director’s Amended Stay at Home Order dated April 2, 2020. 

 When outside their homes for exempted activities, individuals must abide by the Social Distancing 
Requirements set forth below. Id.  

 Except for the limited purposes allowed by this Order, all public and private gatherings of any 
number of people outside a single living unit are prohibited. Id.  

 Essential Activities for which individuals may leave their residences are: (i) tasks essential to the 
health and safety of themselves or family/household members (i.e., obtaining medical supplies); 
(ii) obtaining necessary services/supplies (i.e., groceries, household consumer products, 
automotive supplies); (iii) engaging in outdoor activity, provided Social Distancing Requirements 
are followed (i.e., running, hiking); (iv) to perform work providing essential products and services 
at Essential Businesses or Essential Operations or to carry out Minimum Basic Operations; (v) to 
care for or transport a family member, friend, or pet. Id.   

 Individuals are also permitted to leave their residence to work for or obtain services through 
Healthcare and Public Health Operations. These categories include, but are not limited to: 
hospitals, pharmacies, dentists, biotech and pharmaceutical companies, doctors’ offices, etc. Id. 

 Individuals are also permitted to leave their residence to work for or obtain services through 
Human Services Operations. This category includes, but is not limited to: long-term care 
facilities, child care centers, shelters, residential facilitates for the disadvantaged, etc. Id.  

 Individuals are also permitted to leave their residence to provide any services or perform 
work necessary to offer, provision, operate, maintain or repair Essential Infrastructure. 
Essential Infrastructure includes, but is not limited to: food production/distribution; construction 
(including housing and essential business construction); building management and maintenance; 
airport operations; operation/maintenance of utilities; electrical; cybersecurity; roads, railways 
and public transit; telecommunications systems. Id.  

 Essential Travel includes travel: (i) related to Essential Activities, Essential Government 
Functions, Essential Businesses and Operations, or Minimum Basic Operations; (ii) to care for 
vulnerable persons; (iii) to/from educational institutions; (iv) to return to place of residence; and 
(v) required by law. Id.  

o Essential Government Functions means all services provided by the state or any locality needed to 
ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide for or support the health, safety 
and welfare of the public. Every government body determines its Essential Government Functions. Id.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2020/04/02/file_attachments/1418062/Signed%20Amended%20Director%27s%20Stay%20At%20Home%20Order.pdf
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 Categorically exempt from this order are pubic personnel such as: law enforcement officers, 
correction officers, judges, jurors, legislators, dispatchers, first responders and other government 
employees working for or supporting Essential Businesses and Essential Operations. Id.  

o All businesses and operations in the State, except for Essential Businesses and Operations, are 
required to cease all activities, except for Minimum Basic Operations. Businesses may also continue 
any operations consisting exclusively of employees/contractors performing duties from their residences. 
Businesses include any for-profit, not-for-profit, or educational entity regardless of the nature of its service 
or entity structure. Id.   

 Essential Businesses and Operations are encouraged to remain open, but must comply with the 
Social Distancing Requirements.  

 The Order specifically prohibits continued operation of public amusements such as: (i) theme 
parks; (ii) country/social clubs; (iii) aquariums/zoos; (iv) museums; (v) movie and performance 
theaters; (vi) playgrounds; (vii) indoor sports facilities. Id. 

o Essential Businesses and Operations means Healthcare and Public Health Operations, Human Services 
Operations, Essential Government Functions, and Essential Infrastructure, as well as:  

 (i) All workers identified in the CISA guidance (see Section I, above); (ii) stores that sell grocery 
and medicine; (iii) agriculture and food/beverage production; (iv) organizations providing 
charitable/social services; (v) religious entities; (vi) media; (vii) First Amendment protected 
speech; (viii) gas stations and transportation businesses (including bike, farm, and construction 
equipment); (ix) financial and insurance institutions; (x) hardware stores; (xi) critical trades 
(including plumbing, HVAC, janitorial, electrical); (xii) mailing, shipping, and logistics; (xiii) 
educational institutions for purposes of facilitating distance learning or performing critical 
research; (xiv) laundry services; (xv) restaurants for consumption off-premises; (xvi) supplies to 
work from home; (xvii) businesses that sell, manufacture or supply Essential Businesses and 
Operations with support/materials they need to operate; (xviii) transportation; (xix) home-based 
care; (xx) residential facilities and shelters; (xxi) professional services; (xxii) manufacture, 
distribution an supply chain for critical products and industries; (xxiii) critical labor union 
activities; (xxiv) hotels/motels; (xxv) funeral services. Id.  

o Minimum Basic Operations include, provided that employees comply with Social Distancing 
Requirements: (i) the minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the businesses inventory, 
preserve its physical plant and equipment, ensure security, process payroll/benefits; and (ii) minimum 
activities necessary to enable other employees to work remotely. Id.  

o Social Distancing Requirements include maintaining six-foot social distance from others, washing hands 
with soap and water as frequently as possible, covering cough/sneeze with tissue or elbow, regularly 
cleaning high-touch surfaces, and not shaking hands. Id.  

o This Order will be enforced by State and local law enforcement.  
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o All K-12 schools in Ohio are closed to students, effective March 17, 2020 through May 1, 2020, unless 
otherwise modified. See Amended Order of Ohio Director of Health, dated March 30, 2020. 

XXXVI. Oklahoma (Statewide; Norman; Oklahoma City; Tulsa) 

o Statewide 

 Effective March 26 through April 16, 2020, all businesses (i) not identified as being within a 
critical infrastructure sector as defined by the US Department of Homeland Security (USDHS) 
and (ii) located in a county experiencing community spread of COVID-19, as identified by the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health on its website, must close. Fourth Amended Executive 
Order 2020-07 dated March 24, 2020. Businesses within a critical infrastructure sector must take 
all reasonable steps necessary to comply with the Order and protect their employees, workers 
and patrons. Fifth Amended Executive Order 2020-07 dated March 27, 2020. 

• The following critical infrastructure sectors are added in addition to those defined by the 
USDHS: (i) health care providers, (ii) manufacturers, technicians, logistics and warehouse 
operators, (iii) distributors of personal care or hygiene products, (iv) behavioral health 
workers, (v) workers providing support to vulnerable populations, (vi) medical marijuana 
dispensaries, (vii) veterinary workers, (viii) law enforcement, public safety employees 
and first responders, including private security, private emergency medical services 
personnel, state and county workers responding to abuse and neglect of children, elders 
and dependent adults and animal control officers, (ix) other community-based 
government operations and essential functions (including faith-based services that are 
provided through streaming or other technology, critical government workers and workers 
supporting public and private childcare establishments, pre-K establishments, K-12 
schools, colleges and universities for the purposes of distance learning and provision of 
school meals, care and supervision of minors to support essential workforce across all 
sectors, construction workers, businesses and workers that support the supply chain for 
commercial and/or residential construction and development, administration of human 
resources programs and golf courses), (x) transportation and logistics (including postal 
services and taxis), (xii) food and agriculture (including hardware stores, food cultivation 
and support of agricultural production), (xiii) energy (including petroleum workers, 
acquisition (SCADA) systems and utility data centers, cybersecurity risk management and 
natural and propane gas workers), (xiv) water and wastewater, (xv) public works 
(including solid and hazardous waste and utilities), (xvi) communications and information 
technology, (xvii) critical manufacturing (including paper manufacturing, printing, 
plastics and rubber products manufacturing, mineral product manufacturing and primary 
metal manufacturing), (xviii) financial services, (xix) chemical, (xx) commercial and 
professional services (including dry cleaning and laundry services, death care services 
and legal, accounting, scientific and technical services) and (xxi) defense industrial base 
(including explosives manufacturing and national security and international affairs). 
Amended Executive Memorandum 2020-21 dated March 25, 2020. 

• Restaurants and bars are permitted to provide pick-up, curbside and delivery services. 
Fourth Amended Executive Order 2020-07 dated March 24, 2020. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/72a6497a-a816-4256-8555-cd5eab60278d/1923_001.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-72a6497a-a816-4256-8555-cd5eab60278d-n4KeNm-
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1919.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1919.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1923.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1921.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1919.pdf


ropesgray.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 

 

 Effective at March 27 through April 26, 2020, gatherings of ten people or more are prohibited. 
Fifth Amended Executive Order 2020-07 dated March 27, 2020. 

 Effective March 27 through April 7, 2020, all elective surgeries, minor medical procedures and 
non-emergency dental procedures must be postponed. Id. 

o Norman, OK 

 Effective March 26 through April 14, 2020, all non-essential businesses and non-essential 
operations are required to cease all in-person operations. They may continue to operate to the 
extent business activities can be performed at home. Proclamation 2020-04 dated March 24, 2020.  

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including dentists, 
pharmacies, medical marijuana dispensaries, biotechnology companies, mental health 
providers and  home healthcare service providers) and essential infrastructure (including 
public works construction, commercial and residential construction, airport operations, 
utilities, railroads, waste collection and removal, Internet, and telecommunication and 
video systems), (ii) grocery stores, farmers’ markets, convenience stores, liquor stores, 
etc., (iii) food cultivation, (iv) human and animal food processing facilities, (v) businesses 
that provide food, shelter and social services for economically disadvantaged or otherwise 
needy individuals, (vi) media services, (vii) gas stations and auto-supply, auto-repair and 
related facilities, (viii) banks and related financial institutions, (ix) hardware stores, (x) 
stores that sell telecommunication and devices, (xi) service providers, such as plumbers, 
electricians and exterminators, that are necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation and 
essential operations of residences, essential activities and essential businesses, (xii) 
mailing and shipping services, (xiii) laundromats and dry cleaners, (xiv) public transit, 
(xv) restaurants and other facilities preparing and serving food and drink, but only for 
delivery and carry out, (xvi) businesses that supply products needed for people to work 
from home, (xvii) businesses that supply other essential businesses with the support or 
supplies necessary to operate, (xviii) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods 
or services, (xix) private transportation providers (including airlines and taxis), as well as 
transportation maintenance services), (xx) home-based care, (xxi) residential facilities and 
shelters, (xxii) professional services, such as legal or accounting services, when necessary 
to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities and (xxiii) childcare facilities 
providing services that enable employees exempted from the Proclamation to work as 
permitted. Id. 

 Effective March 26 through April 14, 2020, individuals may only leave their residences to 
perform essential activities or to provide any services or perform any work necessary to the 
operations and maintenance of essential business, infrastructure, manufacturing, health operations 
or minimum basic operations (i.e., the minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of 
inventory and facilities, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, and to facilitate 
employees to be able to work remotely). All individuals shall exercise six-foot social distancing 
requirements outside of their homes at all times. Id. 

https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1923.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e73c3526ab9182890fd4c29/t/5e7a745761495f27e26b1e5c/1585083479590/Proclamation+2020-04.pdf
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• Examples of essential activities: (i) activities essential to one’s health and safety or to 
the health and safety of family members, household members or close acquaintances, such 
as obtaining medical supplies, visiting a health care professional or obtaining supplies 
needed to work from home, (ii) activities necessary to obtain needed services for oneself 
and one’s family or household members or close personal acquaintances, such as 
delivering groceries, household consume products and other products necessary to 
maintain safety, sanitation and essential operation of residences, (iii) outdoor activities, 
(iv) activities or tasks required to perform work providing essential products and services 
at an essential business or minimum basic operations at non-essential businesses, (v) 
activities or tasks required to care for a family member, close personal acquaintance or 
pet in another household and (vi) activities related to performance of duties by those 
identified as critical infrastructure workers by CISA guidance (see “I. Federal” above). 
Id. 

• Examples of non-essential activities: Weddings, funerals, wakes, memorial services, 
church services or similar gatherings with attendance exceeding ten people. Id. 

• Customers of essential businesses shall, to the extent possible, limit visits to such 
businesses on an odd/even basis using their home address (e.g., if one’s residence is 123 
City Street, one would shop on odd numbered days only). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A maximum penalty of $750 or 60 days in jail per violation. Id. 

o Oklahoma City, OK 

 Effective March 29 through April 16, 2020, all non-essential businesses operating within the city 
of Tulsa are required to cease all activities located within the city. They may continue to operate 
to the extent business activities can be performed at home and perform essential functions as 
necessary to maintain the business’s inventory, preserve the condition of the business’s physical 
plant and equipment, ensure security and process payroll and benefits. To the greatest extent 
feasible, all businesses shall comply with six foot physical distancing for both employees and 
the general public, offset shift hours and/or days and require employees to work remotely where 
feasible. Revised Proclamation of State of Emergency dated March 28, 2020. 

• Essential businesses are those businesses identified by the Governor of the State of 
Oklahoma or his designee as critical infrastructure sectors, including critical government 
workers as defined by the government employer. Id. 

 Effective March 29 through April 16, 2020, all individuals are ordered to shelter at their place 
of residence. Organized gatherings of ten or more people are prohibited, except for organized 
gatherings in government office buildings, food banks, congregate care facilities (e.g., nursing 
homes), medical and medical research facilities, childcare facilities, day camps, media press 
conferences, blood drives and other disaster response activities. When engaging in activity outside 
the residence, all individuals shall exercise six foot physical distancing requirements, except 

https://www.okc.gov/home/showdocument?id=16535
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when using public transit, where there must be a distance of at least three feet between all users. 
Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) activities essential to one’s health and safety or to 
the health and safety of family members, household members or pets, such as visiting a 
health care professional or obtaining supplies needed to work from home, (ii) obtaining 
necessary services or supplies for themselves, family, household members or pets, or to 
deliver those services or supplies to others, (iii) outdoor activities, (iv) performing work 
at an essential business, (v) caring for or transportation a family member or pet in another 
residence, (vi) moving to another residence and (vii) otherwise carrying out activities 
permitted in the Proclamation. Id. 

o Tulsa, OK 

 Effective March 29 through April 16, 2020, all non-essential businesses operating within the city 
of Tulsa are required to cease all activities located within the city. They may continue to operate 
to the extent business activities can be performed at home and perform essential functions as 
necessary to maintain the business’s inventory, preserve the condition of the business’s physical 
plant and equipment, ensure security and process payroll and benefits. To the greatest extent 
feasible, all businesses shall comply with six foot physical distancing for both employees and 
the general public, offset shift hours and/or days and require employees to work remotely where 
feasible. Executive Order No. 2020-04 dated March 28, 2020. 

• Essential businesses are those businesses identified by the Governor of the State of 
Oklahoma or his designee as critical infrastructure sectors, including critical government 
workers as defined by the government employer. Id. 

 Effective March 29 through April 16, 2020, all individuals are ordered to shelter at their place 
of residence. All public of private events or social gatherings (defined as more than one person 
outside of a single residence) are prohibited, except the social gathering of members of a residence. 
When engaging in activity outside the residence, all individuals shall exercise six foot physical 
distancing requirements. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) activities essential to one’s health and safety or to 
the health and safety of family members, household members or pets, such as visiting a 
health care professional or obtaining supplies needed to work from home, (ii) outdoor 
activities, (iii) performing work at an essential business, (iv) caring for or transportation 
a family member or pet in another residence and (v) moving to another residence. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A maximum penalty of $100 or 90 days in jail applies. Id. 

XXXVII. Oregon (Statewide) 

o On March 23, 2020, after “some Oregonians [did] not adhere[] to social distancing guidance provided by 
the Oregon Health Authority,” Oregon implemented additional measures to “reduce person-to-person 

http://www.cityoftulsa.org/media/12617/2020-04.pdf
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interaction with the goal of slowing transmission.” See Executive Order No. 20-12 (issued March 23, 
2020).  

 As of March 23, nonessential social and recreational gatherings are prohibited, regardless of size, 
if individuals cannot maintain a distance of at least six feet. Individuals may engage in non-contact 
outdoor recreational activities, but only to the extent that they can maintain appropriate six-foot 
social distancing. Id. 

• Social distancing: if individuals do need to leave their homes or residences, they should, 
to the greatest extent possible, maintain social distancing of at least six feet. 

o Individuals are also directed to minimize travel, other than essential travel. 

o Pools, skate parks, outdoor sports courts, and playground equipment areas must 
close, and recreational areas that remain open must prominently display signs 
requiring social distancing. 

 As of March 23, a list of businesses—including, for example, amusement parks, barber shops, 
gyms and fitness studios, indoor and outdoor malls, spas, museums, skating rinks, and theaters—
“for which close personal contact is difficult or impossible to avoid” are closed. Id. 

• Restaurants, bars, and cafes can remain open to provide for offsite consumption. Id. 

• Indoor and outdoor malls and other prohibited businesses that provide food, groceries, 
health care, medical, pharmacy, or pet store services may continue to operate. Id. 

 As of 12:01 a.m. on March 24, 2020, other retail businesses may not operate “unless the business 
designates an employee or officer to establish, implement, and enforce social distancing policies, 
consistent with guidance from the Oregon Health Authority.” Id. 

• Social distancing: Retail businesses that provide groceries, health care, medical, or 
pharmacy services are encouraged, but not required, to comply with social distancing 
guidelines. Id. 

 As of March 25, 2020, all businesses and nonprofits must, to the maximum extent possible, 
facilitate employees to telework or work from home. Id. 

• If an employee can work remotely, the employee is prohibited from working in an office. 
Id. 

• Social distancing: If telework and work-from-home options are not available, businesses 
and nonprofits must “designate an employee or officer to establish, implement, and 
enforce social distancing policies” and “address how the business or non-profit will 
maintain social distancing protocols for business-critical visitors.” Id. 

https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-12.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-12.pdf
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 From March 25, 2020, until April 28, 2020, childcare facilities can continue operating only if they 
provide services to groups of ten or fewer children in classrooms that cannot be accessed by other 
children and prioritize the childcare needs of first responders, emergency workers, and health care 
professionals. Id. 

 Penalties: Individuals found to be in violation of the Executive Order are subject to the penalties 
for a Class C misdemeanor (up to 30 days’ imprisonment and/or a $1,250 fine). Business and 
nonprofits that fail to comply with the Executive Order will be closed until they demonstrate 
compliance.  

o Effective March 23, 2020, and lasting 90 days, all elective and non-urgent procedures across all care 
settings that utilize PPE (including dental and veterinary), shall be canceled or rescheduled no earlier 
than June 15, 2020. See Executive Order No. 20-10. 

 A procedure/surgery is exempt if a three-month delay in the procedure/surgery would put the 
patient at risk of irreversible harm. Criteria for determining whether irreparable harm exists 
include: (i) threat to patient’s life; (ii) threat of irreversible harm to patient’s mental or physical 
health; (iii) threat of permanent dysfunction of an extremity or organ system; (iv) risk of 
metastasis; (v) risk of rapidly worsening symptoms. Id.  

 There may be no non-essential visitors to hospitals or ambulatory surgical centers. The Oregon 
Health Authority will provide guidance on limitation and screening requirements by March 23, 
2020. Id.  

 Penalty: This executive order will be enforced as a public health law under ORS 431A.010 (which 
methods include subpoenas, administrative orders, and civil penalties of up to $500 per violation 
per day). Any person who knowingly violates shall be guilty of Class C misdemeanor, as 
described in ORS 401.990. 

XXXVIII. Pennsylvania (Statewide) 

o Effective March 23, 2020 at 8:00pm, and through April 6, 2020, all individuals residing in the below 
counties are ordered to stay at home except as needed to access, support, or provide life sustaining 
business, emergency, or government services: Allegheny County, Bucks County, Chester County, 
Delaware County, Monroe County, Montgomery County, and Philadelphia County.  Executive Order 
dated as of March 23, 2020 

o Allowable individual activates and allowable essential travel include: 

 (i) Tasks essential to maintain health and safety, or the health and safety of their family or 
household members (including pets), such as obtaining medicine or medical supplies, visiting a 
health care professional, or obtaining supplies they need to work from home; (ii) getting necessary 
services or supplies for themselves, for their family or household members, or as part of volunteer 
efforts, or to deliver those services or supplies to others to maintain the safety, sanitation, and 
essential operation of residences; (iii) engaging in outdoor activity, such as walking, hiking or 
running if they maintain social distancing; (iv) to perform work providing essential products and 

https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-10.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.20-TWW-COVID-19-Stay-at-Home-Order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.20-TWW-COVID-19-Stay-at-Home-Order.pdf
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services at a life-sustaining business; (v) to care for a family member or pet in another household; 
(vi) any travel related to the provision of or access to the above-mentioned individual activities or 
life-sustaining business activities; (vii) travel to care for elderly, minors, dependents, persons with 
disabilities, or other vulnerable persons; (viii) travel to or from educational institutions for 
purposes of receiving materials for distance learning, for receiving meals, and any other related 
services; (ix) travel to return to a place of residence from an outside jurisdiction; (x) travel required 
by law enforcement or court order; and (xi) travel required for non-residents to return to their 
place of residence outside the commonwealth. 

o The following operations are exempt: 

 Life Sustaining Business Activities; (ii) health care or medical services providers; (iii) access to 
life-sustaining services for low-income residents, including food banks; (iv) access to child care 
services for employees of life-sustaining businesses that remain open as follows: child care 
facilities operating under the Department of Human Services, Office of Child Development and 
Early Learning waiver process; group and family child care operating in a residence; and part-day 
school age programs operating under an exemption from the March 19, 2020 business closure 
Orders; (v) news media; (vi) law enforcement; (vii) the federal government; and (viii) religious 
institutions 

• For employees of life sustaining businesses that remain open, the following child care 
services may remain open: group and family child care providers in a residence; child care 
facilities operating under a waiver granted by the Department of Human Services Office 
of Child Development and Early Learning; and, part-day school age programs operating 
under an exemption from the March 19, 2020 business closure Orders.  See list of life 
sustaining businesses here: Industry Operating Guidance updated March 24, 2020. 

o Social Distancing: Individuals leaving their home or place of residence to access, support, or provide life 
sustaining services for themselves, another person, or a pet must employ social distancing practices as 
defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Individuals are permitted to engage in outdoor 
activities; however, gatherings of individuals outside of the home are generally prohibited except as may 
be required to access, support or provide life sustaining services as outlined above. 

o Effective March 19, 2020 at 8:00pm and continuing indefinitely, no person or entity may operate a 
business that is not a Life Sustaining Business, regardless of whether that business is open to members 
of the public. The order does not apply to businesses that can operate on a virtual/teleworking basis. 
See Executive Order dated as of March 19, 2020.  

 Generally, Life Sustaining Businesses include certain businesses in natural resources and mining, 
manufacturing, trade, transportation and utilities, information, financial services, professional 
business services, education and health services, leisure and hospitality, and some other services 
like automotive and electronic repair, death care services, religious organizations and social 
advocacy organizations.  For a very detailed list of closed businesses, see Industry Operating 
Guidance updated March 24, 2020. 

 This order supersedes any prior business closure orders/guidance. Id.  

https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-2-30pm-March-24-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200319-TWW-COVID-19-business-closure-order.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-2-30pm-March-24-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-2-30pm-March-24-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
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 Life Sustaining Businesses may continue to operate but must follow social distancing and other 
mitigation procedures defined by the CDC. Id. 

o Waivers and agency outreach.  Businesses designated as Non-Life Sustaining may request a waiver to 
keep their location open by contacting: RA-dcexemption@pa.gov. All waiver decisions will be 
communicated by email and will balance public health, safety, and the security of industry supply chains 
supporting Life-Sustaining Businesses.  For guidance on the decision of whether a business is required to 
close, contact: ra-dcedcs@pa.gov. 

o All restaurants and bars may continue to operate take out, delivery or drive through services only. Id.  

o Enforcement actions against non-Life Sustaining Businesses that are in violation of this order will begin 
at 12:01am on March 21, 2020. Id.  Enforcement actions could include: citations, fines, or license 
suspensions; loss of eligibility for any applicable disaster relief aid; and/or administrative actions such as 
termination of state loans or grant funding. See Press Release of the PA Governor dated as of March 19, 
2020.  

o Information regarding working capital loans for businesses affected by the COVID-19 shutdown will be 
posted here. 

XXXIX. Rhode Island (Statewide) 

o Effective March 16, 2020, restaurants and bars may only offer food and non-alcoholic beverages for 
take-out and delivery, and may not permit on-premises consumption of food and drink.  See Second 
Supplemental Emergency Declaration Dated March 16, 2020. 

o Effective March 22, 2020, all gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited.  See Seventh 
Supplemental Emergency Declaration Dated March 22, 2020. 

o All public recreation and entertainment establishments must cease in-person operations.  See id. 

 These include, but are not limited to, theaters, cinemas, sporting events, bowling alleys, concert 
venues, museums, and zoos.  See id. 

o All close-contact businesses (i.e., those that cannot maintain social distancing with their customers) must 
cease in-person operations.  See id. 

 These include, but are not limited to, gymnasiums, fitness centers and similar exercise facilities, 
hair salons and barbershops, nail salons, spas and tattoo parlors. 

o All businesses remaining open must implement CDC guidance to ensure social distancing, including: (i) 
maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet between persons; (ii) ensuring employees practice appropriate 
hygiene measures, including hand-washing; (iii) ensuring sick employees remain home; and (iv) regularly 
cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched objects and surfaces.  See id. 

mailto:RA-dcexemption@pa.gov
mailto:ra-dcedcs@pa.gov
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-in-pennsylvania-to-close-physical-locations-as-of-8-pm-today-to-slow-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-in-pennsylvania-to-close-physical-locations-as-of-8-pm-today-to-slow-spread-of-covid-19/
https://dced.pa.gov/resources/
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-04.pdf
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-04.pdf
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-09.pdf
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-09.pdf
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o All business service personnel that can work from home are required to do so.  These include, but are not 
limited to, accountants, lawyers, human resources, and procurement professionals.  See id. 

o Employers should consider providing personnel who are not involved in critical operations with 
assignments they can complete from home.  See id. 

XL. South Carolina (Statewide; Charleston) 

o Statewide 

 Effective March 23, 2020, law enforcement officers are authorized to disperse any gathering of 3 
or more people, unless authorized or in their homes, if such law enforcement officer determined, 
in their discretion, that any such gathering could pose a threat to public health. Executive Order 
No. 2020-13, dated March 23, 2020. 

• Enforcement: Any individual who refuses to comply is guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction, must be fined not more than $100 or imprisoned for not more than thirty 
days pursuant to section 16-7-10(A) of the South Carolina Code of Laws. 

 Private and public gatherings are not to exceed 100 people. This restriction does not apply to 
meetings of state or local government bodies or to private businesses and employers. Executive 
Order No. 2020-09, dated March 15, 2020. 

• Effective March 15, 2020, all public schools are closed through Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 
This order applies to all students and employees of public schools, including state 
colleges, universities, and technical colleges. Id. 

• All state elections scheduled before May 1, 2020 are to be postponed and rescheduled. Id. 

 Effective March 18, 2020 through March 31, 2020, all restaurants or other food-service 
establishments may not permit on-premises consumption—however, such establishments may 
offer takeout and delivery services. Executive Order No. 2020-10, dated March 17, 2020.  

• Grocery stores, pharmacies, convenience stores, gas stations, charitable food distribution 
sites, and retail beverage stores may remain open, but may not offer any on-premises sit-
down food or beverage service. Id. 

• All public gatherings scheduled to be held on state premises that involve more than 50 
people must be postponed, rescheduled, or cancelled. This rule does not apply to essential 
or emergency meetings required in connection with emergency or essential government 
functions. Id. 

 Effective March 20, 2020 and lasting until further notice, all non-essential state employees shall 
not report to work in-person. Executive Order No. 2020-11, dated March 10, 2020.  

o Charleston 

https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-23%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-13%20-%20Authorizing%20Law%20Enforcement%20to%20Preserve%20Public%20Health.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-23%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-13%20-%20Authorizing%20Law%20Enforcement%20to%20Preserve%20Public%20Health.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-15%20FILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-09%20-%20Closing%20Schools%20Cancelling%20Elections%20Other%20Provisions%20Due%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-15%20FILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-09%20-%20Closing%20Schools%20Cancelling%20Elections%20Other%20Provisions%20Due%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-17%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-10%20-%20Directing%20Additional%20Emergency%20Measures%20Due%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-19%20FILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-11%20-%20Additional%20Emergency%20Measures%20%26%20Regulatory%20Relief%20re%20COVID-19.pdf
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 Effective March 26, 2020, at 12:01 a.m., individuals must stay in their homes  except for purposes 
of working at or conducting business with an essential service or to engage in individual 
outdoor recreational activities. Emergency Ordinance on Stay at Home – 2020-042.  

• Individuals who go out for essential services or to engage in individual outdoor 
recreational activities must maintain social distancing requirements (e.g., maintain a 
distance of six feet between persons). Id. 

 Social gatherings of 10 or more are prohibited for any reason other than working at or 
receiving essential services. Id.  

 Essential services include: (i) essential health care operations; (ii) essential infrastructure 
operations (e.g., utilities, telecommunications and data centers, airports/airlines, and 
transportation infrastructure); (iii) essential manufacturing operations (e.g., food processing, 
manufacturing agents such as food and beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications, microelectronics/semi-conductor, agriculture/farms, 
vehicle and aircraft manufacturing); (iv) essential retail operations (e.g., grocery stores, 
laundromats, mail and shipping services, building cleaning and maintenance); (v) news media; 
(vi) financial institutions and professional services operations; (vii) providers of basic necessities 
to economically disadvantaged populations; (viii) construction; (ix) defense operations; and (x) 
essential services necessary to maintain safety, sanitation, and essential operations of residences 
or other essential businesses. Id. 

XLI. Tennessee (Statewide) 

o Effective March 23 through April 6, 2020, persons in the State shall not participate in social gatherings 
of ten or more people. See Tennessee Executive Order No. 17 dated March 22, 2020 

o Restaurants and bars may operate on a takeout, drive through, or delivery basis only. Id. See Section 5 of 
the Order for more details pertaining to the requirements restaurants and limited service restaurants must 
meet in order to sell for take-out or delivery alcoholic beverages or beer. 

o Gyms, fitness/exercise centers and substantially similar facilities shall not be open to members or the 
public. Id. 

o No person may visit nursing homes, retirement homes, or assisted-living facilities, unless to provide 
essential assistance or to visit residents receiving imminent end-of-life care, provided such visits may be 
accomplished without unreasonable risk to other residents. Id. 

o This Order does not mandate sheltering in place and does not prohibit persons from visiting places 
necessary to maintain health and economic well-being, including grocery stores, gas stations, parks, and 
banks, among other places, so long as they observe the necessary precautions advised by the President and 
the CDC to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Id. 

o All critical infrastructure remains operational, and government entities and businesses will continue 
providing important and essential services. Id. 

https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/26251/Emergency-Ordinance-Stay-at-Home
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee17.pdf
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 For offices, workplaces, and businesses that remain open, employees should work from home 
where feasible, and employees and their customers should practice good hygiene and observe the 
necessary precautions advised by the President and the CDC to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
Id.  

o Effective March 24 through April 13, 2020, all non-emergency dental or oral procedures, and all non-
essential medical procedures are prohibited. See Tennessee Executive Order No. 18 dated March 23, 2020 

XLII. Texas (Statewide; Bell County; Bexar County; Brazoria County; Cameron County; Collin County; Dallas 
County; Denton County; El Paso County; Fort Bend County; Galveston County; Gregg County; Harris County; 
Hays County; Hidalgo County; Hunt County; McLennan County; Montgomery County; Nueces County; 
Robertson County; Scurry County; Tarrant County; Travis County; Williamson County) 

o Statewide 

 Effective March 21 through April 3, 2020, people must avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants 
and food courts, or visiting gyms or massage parlors. Drive-through, pickup and delivery of food 
and beverage services are permitted. Executive Order GA-08 dated March 19, 2020.  

 Effective March 21 through April 3, 2020, people must avoid social gatherings in groups of more 
than ten people. Id.  

 Effective March 21 through April 3, 2020, people must not visit nursing homes or retirement or 
long-term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance. Id.  

 Effective March 21 through April 3, 2020, schools must be closed. Id.  

 Enforcement Actions: Failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19 
disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail for a term not 
to exceed 180 days or both fine and confinement. Executive Order GA-09 dated March 22, 2020. 

o Bell County  

 Effective March 24 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease all 
activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities at 
their own residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). The Order does not prohibit the gathering 
of members of a household unit. Bell County Disaster Declaration Direction #3 dated March 23, 
2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies), (ii) government functions (including all services provided by 
local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies 
or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the public), (iii) critical 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee18.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA_08_COVID-19_preparedness_and_mitigation_FINAL_03-19-2020_1.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA_09_COVID-19_hospital_capacity_IMAGE_03-22-2020.pdf
https://www.bellcountytx.com/public%20notices/Bell%20County%20Disaster%20Declaration%20Directive%20_3%20Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe.pdf
https://www.bellcountytx.com/public%20notices/Bell%20County%20Disaster%20Declaration%20Directive%20_3%20Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe.pdf
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infrastructure (including work necessary to the operations and maintenance of the critical 
infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential 
retail (including food service providers (grocery, warehouse, and convenience stores) and  
stores selling basic consumer goods, gas stations, food cultivation, 
shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and businesses selling supplies 
needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain essential operations of 
residences or other essential businesses (including waste collection/processing, 
mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, warehousing/distribution, 
storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades (plumbing, electrical, 
janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential businesses with 
support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to economically 
disadvantaged populations and (viii) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools for the purpose of producing ventilators is an 
essential business. Id. 

 Effective March 24 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Bell County must shelter at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id. 

o Bexar County (including San Antonio, TX) 

 Effective March 25 through April 9, 2020, all non-exempted businesses must cease all 
activities, except for (i) operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home), (ii) operations to maintain security, upkeep and 
maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory and (iii) IT or other operations that facilitate 
working from home. Executive Order NW-03 of County Judge dated March 23, 2020. 

• Examples of exempted businesses: (i) Healthcare services (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, medical research, 
laboratory services, home-based and residential-based care and veterinary care, but not 
including gyms and elective medical, surgical and dental operations), (ii) government 
functions (including all services provided by local governments needed to ensure the 

https://www.bexar.org/DocumentCenter/View/26253/Executive-Order-NW-03---Judge-Nelson-Wolff---March-23-2020?bidId=
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continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide for or support the health, 
safety and welfare of the public), (iii) education and research for purposes of facilitating 
distance learning and companies engaged in science or engineering research and 
development, (iv) infrastructure, development, operation and construction (including 
public works construction, housing construction, airport operations and aircraft 
manufacturing, utilities, Internet, waste collection and removal and telecommunications 
systems), (v) transportation (including operation, maintenance, construction and 
manufacture of transportation services), (vi) IT services, (vii) food, household staples and 
retail (including food service providers (grocery, warehouse, and convenience stores) and  
restaurants serving food for delivery, curbside pick-up or carry out), (viii) services 
necessary to maintain residences or support exempt businesses (including 
mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, warehousing/distribution, 
skilled trades (plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other 
essential businesses with support/supplies), (ix) news media, (x) services to economically 
disadvantaged populations, (xi) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xii) worship services provided 
by remote measures, (xiii) funeral services and (xiv) critical infrastructure sectors 
identified in CISA guidance (see “I. Federal” above). Id. 

o No person shall sell any of the following goods or services for more than the price 
the person charged for the goods or services on 11:59 PM on March 19, 2020: (i) 
groceries, beverages, toilet articles and ice, (ii) restaurant, cafeteria and boarding-
house meals and (iii) medicine, pharmaceutical and medical equipment and 
supplies. Id. 

 Effective March 23 through at least April 23, 2020, all evictions and foreclosure proceedings 
are suspended. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Bexar County must stay at 
home and all public and private gatherings of any number of people occurring outside a single 
household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by the Order. Individuals 
may leave their residences only to perform exempted activities or work in exempted businesses. 
Id. 

• Examples of exempted activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity and (iv) for performing work at 
an essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Brazoria County 
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 Effective March 26 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease all 
activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities at 
their own residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). Brazoria County Stay Safe at Home Order 
dated March 25, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies but not including fitness and exercise gyms), (ii) government 
functions (including all services provided by local governments needed to ensure the 
continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide for or support the health, 
safety and welfare of the public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to 
the operations and maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA 
guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers 
(grocery, warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, 
gas stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 
businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain 
essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations, (viii) childcare facilities providing services that 
enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted and (ix) labor union 
functions (including the maintenance of health and welfare funds and checking on the 
well-being and safety of members). Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools for the purpose of producing ventilators may apply 
for an essential business exemption. Id. 

 Effective March 26 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Fort Bend County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id. 

o Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, 
(ii) for necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for 
performing work at an essential business, government service, critical 
infrastructure or carrying out activities specifically permitted in the Order and (v) 

https://www.brazoriacountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=11837
https://www.brazoriacountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=11837
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to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another 
household). Id. 

o Cameron County 

 Effective March 25 through April 8, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Cameron County, except for minimum basic operations and 
operations consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own 
residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent feasible, essential businesses must 
comply with six-foot social distancing, including customers standing in line. Third Supplemental 
Emergency Management Order with Mandatory Countywide Shelter in Place dated March 23, 
2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms), essential infrastructure 
(including construction, airport operations, utilities, public transportation, waste 
collection, Internet and telecommunications services) and essential government functions, 
(ii) grocery stores, certified farmers’ markets, convenience stores and other 
establishments engaged in the retail sale of food, (iii) food and beverage cultivation, 
processing and distribution, (iv) businesses that are necessary to supply food and beverage 
cultivation, processing and distribution, (v) businesses that provide food, shelter and 
social services for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, (vi) news 
media, (vii) gas stations and auto-supply, auto-repair and related facilities, (viii) banks 
and related financial institutions, (ix) hardware stores, (x) plumbers, electricians, 
exterminators and other service providers who provide services that are necessary to 
maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of residences, essential 
activities and essential businesses, (xi) landscaping and pool cleaning services, (xii) 
businesses providing mailing and shipping services, (xiii) laundromats, dry cleaners and 
laundry service providers, (xiv) restaurants and other facilities that prepare and serve food, 
but only for delivery or carry out, (xv) businesses that supply products needed for people 
to work from home, (xvi) businesses that supply other essential businesses with the 
support or supplies necessary to operate, (xvii) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, 
food, goods or services directly to residences, (xviii) private transportation providers 
(including airlines and taxis), (xix) home-based care, (xx) residential facilities and 
shelters, (xxi) professional services, such as legal and accounting services, when 
necessary to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities and (xxii) funeral 
homes, (xxiii) childcare facilities providing services that enable employees exempted in 
the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 8, 2020, all individuals living in Cameron County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when people need to 
leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of 
at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for essential personal 

https://www.cameroncounty.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.2020-Third-Supplemental-Emergency-Management-Order-with-Countywide-Shelter-in-Place.pdf
https://www.cameroncounty.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.2020-Third-Supplemental-Emergency-Management-Order-with-Countywide-Shelter-in-Place.pdf
https://www.cameroncounty.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.2020-Third-Supplemental-Emergency-Management-Order-with-Countywide-Shelter-in-Place.pdf
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activities, obtaining healthcare operation services, performing essential infrastructure operations, 
performing or accessing essential governmental functions or operating essential businesses. The 
Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential personal activities: (i) For health and safety of household 
members (including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, 
(ii) for necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations, (v) to 
take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household) 
and (vi) to perform minimum basic operations (i.e., employees or contractors performing 
activities at their own residences (i.e., working from home)). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 
per violation or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Collin County 

 Effective March 24 through March 31, 2020, businesses and employers are ordered to “take 
actions necessary to prevent the spread of COVID-19, to increase social distancing in the normal 
course of business activities, and to provide for a safe and healthy work environment.” Order of 
the County Judge dated March 24, 2020. 

 Effective March 24 through March 31, 2020, all persons are ordered to “take actions necessary to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and to increase social distancing in the normal course of business 
activities.” 

o Dallas County (including Dallas, TX) 

 Effective March 24 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease all 
activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities at 
their own residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). Amended Order of County Judge dated 
March 22, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies), (ii) government functions (including all services provided by 
local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies 
or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the public), (iii) essential 
critical infrastructure (including work necessary to the operations and maintenance of the 
critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) 
essential retail (including food service providers (grocery, warehouse, and convenience 
stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, gas stations, food cultivation, 
shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and businesses selling supplies 

https://dfw.cbslocal.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15909545/2020/03/20200324-Chris-Hill-Executive-Order-FINAL-1.pdf
https://dfw.cbslocal.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15909545/2020/03/20200324-Chris-Hill-Executive-Order-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/judge-jenkins/covid-19/03232020-AmendedOrder.pdf
https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/judge-jenkins/covid-19/03232020-AmendedOrder.pdf
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needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain essential operations of 
residences or other essential businesses (including waste collection/processing, 
mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, warehousing/distribution, 
storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades (plumbing, electrical, 
janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential businesses with 
support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to economically 
disadvantaged populations and (viii) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools for the purpose of producing ventilators is an 
essential business. Id. 

• Restaurants and bars may operate on a takeout, drive-through and delivery basis only, 
except for facilities located within hospitals or medical facilities. Id. 

• All elective medical, surgical and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in the 
County. Healthcare providers must identify which procedures are elective by assessing 
risk of postponement/cancellation to the patient in light of the need to redirect resources 
to respond to COVID-19. Id. 

 Effective March 22 through at least May 21, 2020, all eviction hearings and writs of possession 
are suspended for 60 days to prevent renters from being displaced. Id. 

 Effective March 24 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Dallas County must shelter at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id.  

• Essential government functions: All services provided by local governments needed to 
ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies to provide for the health, 
safety and welfare of the public. Id 

o Denton County 

 Effective March 26, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease all activities, except 
for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences 
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(i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential businesses must comply 
with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social distancing for both 
employees and the general public). Press Release dated March 24, 2020. 

 Effective March 26, 2020, all individuals residing in Denton County must stay at their place of 
residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people occurring outside a 
single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by the Order. To the 
extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably as possible maintain 
social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only to 
perform essential activities, to provide or perform essential government functions or to operate 
essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. 
Id. 

o El Paso County (including El Paso, TX) 

 Effective March 25 and effective indefinitely, all non-essential businesses must cease all 
activities at facilities located within El Paso County, except for operations consisting 
exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences (i.e., 
working from home). Order No. 7 by the County Judge of El Paso County, Texas dated March 
24, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms and fitness centers or 
elective medical, surgical and dental procedures) and essential infrastructure (including 
construction, airport operations, utilities, public transportation, waste collection, Internet 
and telecommunications services), (ii) essential retail (including food service providers, 
businesses that ship or deliver groceries or goods, restaurants and other facilities that 
prepare and serve food but only for delivery or carry out, laundry service providers, 
automobile dealerships, auto manufacturing, bicycle repair, hardware stores and 
businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home, but not including 
outdoor food stalls or other goods sold in an outdoor market, including farmers’ markets 
and swap meets, (iii) providers of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged 
populations, (iv) services needed to maintain essential operations of residences or other 
essential businesses (including trash collection, funeral homes, plumbers, electricians, 
exterminators, professional services (such as legal and accounting services when 
necessary to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities), businesses that supply 
other essential businesses with support or supplies needed to operate and petroleum 
refineries, (v) media, (vi) financial institutions, (vii) mail and delivery services, (viii) 
educational institutions for purposes of facilitating distance learning or performing 
essential functions, (ix) supplies for essential businesses, critical infrastructure and 
essential government functions (including businesses that retool so that a substantial part 
of their business is for the purpose of manufacturing and producing ventilators), (x) food 
delivery services, (xi) transportation, (xii) home-based care and services, (xiii) residential 
facilities and shelters, (xiv) information technology services, (xv) childcare facilities 
providing services that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, 

https://dentoncounty.gov/-/media/PDFs/PressRelease/New-mandates-preserve-public-health-safety/3-24-2020-Joint-City-Denton-County-News-Release.pdf
https://www.epcounty.com/documents/Order%20No.%207%20County%20Judge%20Stay%20Home%20Work%20Safe%20Order.pdf
https://www.epcounty.com/documents/Order%20No.%207%20County%20Judge%20Stay%20Home%20Work%20Safe%20Order.pdf
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(xvi) animal shelters and other businesses that maintain live animals, (xvii) vector and 
pest control and (xviii) funeral and post-mortem services. Id. 

 Effective March 25 and effective indefinitely, all individuals living in El Paso County must stay 
at home or their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of 
people occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly 
permitted by the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when 
people need to leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social 
distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for 
essential activities, to perform work or operate in an essential business or in critical infrastructure, 
engage in essential travel or minimum basic operations. The Order does not prohibit the gathering 
of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations, (v) to 
take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household) 
and (vi) to seek safe residence for those who residences are unsafe or become unsafe (such 
as victims of domestic violence). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000, confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Fort Bend County 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease all 
activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities at 
their own residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). Third Amended and Restated Order by the 
County Judge of Fort Bend County dated March 24, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies but not including elective medical, surgical and dental 
procedures, nor fitness and exercise gyms), (ii) government functions (including all 
services provided by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the 
government agencies or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the 
public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to the operations and 
maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance (see “I. 
Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers (grocery, 
warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, gas 
stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 
businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain 

https://www.fortbendcountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=53583
https://www.fortbendcountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=53583
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essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations and (viii) childcare facilities providing services 
that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools for the purpose of producing ventilators is an 
essential business. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Fort Bend County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id. 

o Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, 
(ii) for necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for 
performing work at an essential business, government service, critical 
infrastructure or carrying out activities specifically permitted in the Order and (v) 
to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another 
household). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: Failure to comply with the Order is an offense punishable by a fine of up 
to $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term of up to 180 days. Id. 

o Galveston County 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Galveston County, except for operations consisting exclusively of 
employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences (i.e., working from home). 
To the greatest extent feasible, essential businesses must comply with six-foot social distancing 
for both employees and the general public. Order to Stay at Home dated March 23, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms and fitness centers or 
elective medical, surgical and dental procedures) and essential infrastructure (including 
construction, airport operations, utilities, public transportation, waste collection, Internet 
and telecommunications services), (ii) government functions (i.e., all services provided 
by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government 

https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/galvnews.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/6/ec/6ec44f2e-f367-5297-b1b2-7c672eac7a3e/5e793e0abac4f.pdf.pdf
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agencies to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public, (iii) critical 
infrastructure (including the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance 
(see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers, laundry 
service providers, gas stations, auto-supply stores, bicycle repair stores, hardware stares 
and  businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home), (v) providers 
of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged populations, (vi) services needed to 
maintain essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including trash 
collection, funeral homes, plumbers, electricians, exterminators, professional services 
(such as legal and accounting services when necessary to assist in compliance with legally 
mandated activities) and businesses that supply other essential businesses with support or 
supplies needed to operate, (vii) news media and (viii) childcare facilities providing 
services that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Galveston County must remain 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when people need to 
leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of 
at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for essential activities, 
essential governmental functions or to operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit 
the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations, (v) to 
take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household) 
and (vi) “to exercise a fundamental Constitution rights (sic)”. Id. 

o Gregg County  

 Effective March 27 through April 7, 2020, some non-essential retail stores are closed. City of 
Longview Shelter-in-Place FAQs. 

• Examples of essential businesses: Hardware stores, grocery stores and stores that 
provide products or services for other essential businesses. Id. 

 Effective March 27 through April 7, 2020, all residents of Longview or Gregg County must 
shelter in place except to perform essential activities, operate essential businesses or maintain 
essential governmental functions. When leaving the home for necessary tasks, individuals must 
stay at least six feet  from others. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: Outdoor activities, grocery shopping and caring for 
relatives or friends who require assistance to care for themselves. Id. 

https://www.longviewtexas.gov/4007/Shelter-in-Place-FAQs
https://www.longviewtexas.gov/4007/Shelter-in-Place-FAQs
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 Enforcement Actions: A fine or imprisonment may apply. Id. 

o Harris County (including Houston, TX) 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, the following businesses must close: (i) hair and nail 
salons and spas, (ii) live performance theaters, arenas and stadiums, (iii) movie theaters, game 
rooms, bowling alleys and arcades, (iv) indoor and outdoor flea markets and swap meets, (v) 
indoor malls and indoor shopping centers, (vi) bingo halls and (vii) gyms, swimming pools and 
other facilities used for training, martial arts, sport or recreation. Order of County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo dated March 24, 2020. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, restaurants, bars and other establishments that serve 
food and alcohol are prohibited from serving food for consumption on the premises and may only 
serve food or alcohol by take out, delivery or drive-through services. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Harris County must stay at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id.  

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to 
the operations and maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA 
guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (ii) government functions (including all services 
provided by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the 
government agencies or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the 
public), (iii) healthcare operations (including hospitals, pharmacies, dentists, 
veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical and biotech 
companies), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers (grocery, warehouse, 
and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, gas stations, food 
cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and businesses selling 
supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain essential 
operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6818483/Harris-County-Stay-At-Home-Order.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6818483/Harris-County-Stay-At-Home-Order.pdf
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businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations, (vii) childcare facilities providing services that 
enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (viii) infrastructure, 
development, operation and construction (including public works construction, housing 
construction and other types of construction), (ix) transportation (including vehicle 
manufacturers, public transportation, businesses supporting airport operations, street and 
highway maintenance and construction and vehicles for hire), (x) labor union functions, 
(xi) NASA and the Port of Houston, (xii) airports and related operations and (xiii) 
professional services (including legal or accounting services, insurance services and real 
estate services when necessary to assist in compliance with legally mandated activities or 
to further essential businesses, essential government functions or critical infrastructure). 
Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools so that a substantial part of their business is for the 
purpose of producing ventilators, personal protective equipment or other medical 
supplies and equipment necessary for COVID-19 response, or to provide or 
support essential services during the COVID-19 response, may apply for an 
essential business exemption. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Hays County 

 Effective March 26 through April 10, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease 
all activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home) and minimum basic operations (including the 
minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the business’s inventory, ensure security, 
process payroll and employee benefits and facilitate remote working). 3rd Order Related to 
COVID-19 by Hays County Judge Ruben Becerra dated March 25, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, medical research, 
laboratory services, home-based and residential-based care and veterinary care, but not 
including gyms and elective medical, surgical, dental or scanning operations), (ii) critical 
infrastructure, (iii) groceries and stores that sell other essential supplies (including 
convenience stores, liquor stores and establishments engaged in the retail sale of 
household consumer products) and businesses that provide products to those businesses 
or deliver groceries directly to residents, (iv) food services but only for delivery or carry 
out, (v) providers of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged populations, (vi) 
essential services necessary to maintain essential operations of residences or other 
essential businesses), (vii) news media, (viii) childcare facilities providing services that 
enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (ix) gas stations and 
businesses need for transportation, (x) financial institutions, (xi) critical trades, (xii) real 
estate services, (xiii) mail and delivery services, (xiv) certain educational activities, (xv) 
transportation, (xvi) home-based care and services, (xvii) residential facilities and 

https://hayscountytx.com/download/commissioners_court/county_judge/COVID19_3rd_Order_StayatHome.WorkSafe_Hays-County_March-25-2020_2.pdf
https://hayscountytx.com/download/commissioners_court/county_judge/COVID19_3rd_Order_StayatHome.WorkSafe_Hays-County_March-25-2020_2.pdf
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shelters, (xvii) professional services, (xix) information technology services or 
telecommunications services, (xx) moving services, (xxi) hotels and motels, (xxii) 
religious services provided by video and teleconference and (xxiii) funeral services. Id. 

 Effective March 26 through April 10, 2020, all individuals living in Hays County must shelter at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. Individuals may leave their residences only to perform essential activities, perform 
work in or obtain services from an essential business, an essential government service or critical 
infrastructure, or to engage in essential travel or minimum basic operations. The Order does not 
prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. All non-essential travel is prohibited. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order, (v) to take care of others (including caring for a family 
member or pet in another household) and (vi) to perform or obtain services fro man 
essential business or from an essential government function. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A person who willfully disregards or conspires to willfully disregard the 
Order is subject to a fine of up to $500 for each violation. Id. 

o Hidalgo County 

 Effective March 27 through April 10, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease 
all activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). The Order does not prohibit the gathering 
of members of a household unit. Shelter-at-Home Order dated March 25, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies but not including elective medical, surgical and dental 
procedures, nor fitness and exercise gyms), (ii) government functions (including all 
services provided by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the 
government agencies or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the 
public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to the operations and 
maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance (see “I. 
Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers (grocery, 
warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, gas 
stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 
businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain 
essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 

https://www.hidalgocounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/36748/3252020-Final-Modified-Emergency-Orders
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warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations and (viii) childcare facilities providing services 
that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools for the purpose of producing ventilators is an 
essential business. Id. 

 Effective March 27 through April 10, 2020, all individuals living in Hidalgo County must shelter 
at home in their residences and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id. 

o Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, 
(ii) for necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for 
performing work at an essential business, government service, critical 
infrastructure or carrying out activities specifically permitted in the Order and (v) 
to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another 
household). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: Failure to comply with the Order is an offense punishable by a fine of up 
to $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term of up to 180 days. Id. 

o Hunt County  

 Effective March 25 through April 13, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease 
all activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home). Resolution No. 16,029 dated March 23, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, medical research, 
laboratory services, home-based and residential-based care and veterinary care, but not 
including gyms and elective medical, surgical and dental operations), (ii) government 
functions (including all services provided by local governments needed to ensure the 
continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide for or support the health, 
safety and welfare of the public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to 
the operations and maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA 
guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers 
(grocery, warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, 
gas stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 

http://www.huntcounty.net/upload/page/9857/docs/Disaster%20Resolution%20STAY%20IN%20PLACE.pdf
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businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain 
essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations and (vii) childcare facilities providing services 
that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

o Any manufacturer who retools so that a substantial part of their business is for the 
purpose of producing ventilators may apply for an essential business exemption. 
Id. 

 Effective March 24 through at least May 23, 2020, all eviction hearings and writs of possession 
are suspended for 60 days to prevent renters from being displaced. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Hunt County must shelter at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government functions or to 
operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household 
unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o McLennan County 

 Effective March 24, 2020 and effectively indefinitely, all non-essential businesses must cease 
all activities at facilities located within McLennan County, except for operations consisting 
exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences (i.e., 
working from home) and minimum basic operations (including (i) operations necessary to 
maintain security, upkeep, and maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory, including but 
not limited to the care and maintenance of livestock or animals and (ii) the minimum necessary 
activities to facilitate employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from 
their residences). Amended and Restated Order of the County Judge dated March 24, 2020. 

http://co.mclennan.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/10097/Amended-Order-Directing-All-Individuals-to-Shelter-at-Their-Place-of-Residence-PDF---ADA-032420


ropesgray.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 

 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms and fitness centers) and 
essential infrastructure (including construction, airport operations, utilities, public 
transportation, waste collection, Internet and telecommunications services), (ii) grocery 
stores, certified farmers’ markets, convenience stores and other establishments engaged 
in the retail sale of food, (iii) food cultivation, (iv) businesses that provide food, shelter 
and social services for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, (v) 
news media, (vi) gas stations and auto-supply, auto-repair and related facilities, (vii) 
banks and related financial institutions, (viii) hardware and construction supply stores, 
(ix) plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other service providers who provide 
services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of 
residences, essential activities and essential businesses, (x) businesses providing mailing 
and shipping services, (xi) laundromats, dry cleaners and laundry service providers, (xii) 
restaurants and other facilities that prepare and serve food, but only for delivery or carry 
out, (xiii) businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home, (xiv) 
businesses that supply other Essential Businesses with the support or supplies necessary 
to operate, (xv) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods or services directly 
to residences, (xvi) private transportation providers (including airlines and taxis), (xvii) 
home-based care, (xviii) residential facilities and shelters, (xix) professional services: 
legal, accounting, insurance, real estate (including appraisal, survey and title services), 
engineering and architectural, (xx) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xxi) utilities, 
telecommunications, trash collection, law enforcement, ambulance, corrections, dispatch, 
animal shelters and governmental employees who have not been specifically deemed non-
essential and sent home by the government entity, (xxii) janitorial and maintenance 
services, funeral industry, defense industry, space and technology industry, technology 
support, and scientific research and (xxiii) religious services performed at healthcare 
operations, in a residence, at a funeral or the broadcasting religious services. Id. 

 Effective March 24, 2020 and effectively indefinitely, all individuals living in McLennan County 
must shelter at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number 
of people occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly 
permitted by the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when 
people need to leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social 
distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for 
essential activities, essential governmental functions or to operate essential businesses. The Order 
does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations and (v) 
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to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household). 
Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order shall be a Class C misdemeanor and is punishable 
by a fine of not less than $1.00 and not more than $1,000. Each day a violation exists shall be a 
separate offense. Id. 

o Montgomery County 

 Effective March 28 through April 12, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease 
all activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home) or those employees associated with ongoing 
physical maintenance of non-essential businesses. To the greatest extent possible, all essential 
businesses must comply with social distancing guidelines (including maintaining six foot social 
distancing for both employees and the general public). The Order does not prohibit the gathering 
of members of a household unit. Order of County Judge dated March 27, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) healthcare operations (including hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists, veterinarians, doctors’ offices, healthcare suppliers, pharmaceutical 
and biotech companies but not including elective medical, surgical and dental 
procedures, nor fitness and exercise gyms), (ii) government functions (including all 
services provided by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the 
government agencies or to provide for or support the health, safety and welfare of the 
public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to the operations and 
maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance (see “I. 
Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers (grocery, 
warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, gas 
stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 
businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) services necessary to maintain 
essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vi) news media, (vii) providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged populations and (viii) childcare facilities providing services 
that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

 Effective March 28 through April 12, 2020, all individuals living in Montgomery County must 
shelter at home in their residences and all public and private gatherings of any number of 
people occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly 
permitted by the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as 
reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may 
leave their residences only to perform essential activities, to perform essential government 
functions or to operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members 
of a household unit. Id. 

https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/cfd734fc5a144683a4ad31716d321ea3/MCTX_Occupancy_Order_20200327.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjENT%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIFd2OhyBMpFx2Z6nqNkimyZLTleP9xq61T4%2FsbQ9bVh%2FAiBbTjQGLyr1NJLvjiBnw2uzfJptl%2B90nSlBbF0A%2BuVpOyq9AwjM%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F8BEAAaDDYwNDc1ODEwMjY2NSIMJ486DlHRVCkG9vDdKpEDeS%2BYxxDirdi%2F4l1Q7yS%2BT0OZWTpPBSc44c%2BenUz1R5ojbZWdzQ76EZXJmJZ3nvM9D%2BoT60D1SEgRRgHyMe5Sn8c9L7XHDsUDCwNCcrH8oLcV3b2K9oSNttQSjgVTjwHHBSbHBO%2FzurT3NGx4LXQvzP6u1rSR2SZTpEhqZt4f6F8Kgg0EvUPpW2GJvDvJQBnSj03U2qGVsnhSeL13FpfiPpBsWCfdr1L5DDxDdf%2Bz2Oo0REB7BAPUNAF7sP9gsJOjsoQXoWlj%2BAtIpTc1gqCy8o%2BSdq8HXQwLAzNPcfZUqEvvdRyt%2BF0d50lF0AV5AAC1n%2FmtRuKn8WH%2FJV2BLG%2F1XfoKhSLWfQ0ZEDdPYvKLP7HsQbGMnqlF16dhviQ04ToNkIlkRyNbj3iUxZ1J2aHtKmepSBa08XFQHJli0aw3ZUu6Eij7UT6s4J%2FyyiHq05eobH3RfbnO84wITU5pnbh2g7feXLNi65LM0s9bW8OgtD8VPhwJv9eIGrtOB5dWnrzV69F9HFY9XVnTJozteRlKLnww1KOA9AU67AHY%2BEf%2FHXixtPwLOIKnDLu9bkNrpTqx7hNm9MTlPRFvbHhUj1BCrgJWtjW22Fk0u1UgIw3sBbo%2Fj%2FdADLIcJiRWPHbCRm03S898KCoQ2DSV2ot5IIbXSfFaUFcVEr9DLLpPn9W8PsJnGHilQ4fAUkfvM12WkcWm%2FMHYvKu6FFtl6Iel9iYLVuKJGKeoCsyVaqsbKcgL63KLY7bULk2MuXK3bG8M4NiUrOKo8idfvJA8RZW3N5MXT7tCQ%2BBX3CqMZjf9ZkhkNDZRFr8ktVzqlsAOsztTVw%2Ff5SaWg4HnB4w7hGs5mh4hu9UxXvKI3Q%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20200329T033459Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE6HQYVOMT%2F20200329%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=f46565c7fae4f9bd8476d2bfd94122afdd3d65141e8e9d22ce90b1ac2d983d32
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o Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, 
(ii) for necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for 
performing work at an essential business, government service, critical 
infrastructure or carrying out activities specifically permitted in the Order and (v) 
to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another 
household). Id. 

 Effective March 28 through April 12, 2020, a curfew is in place starting at 11:59 PM every night 
and ending at 6:00 AM the next morning for all persons not performing essential government 
functions, working for and traveling to or from an essential business or seeking emergency 
medical care. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: Failure to comply with the Order is an offense punishable by a fine of up 
to $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term of up to 180 days. Id. 

o Nueces County 

 Effective March 27 through April 8, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Nueces County, except for operations consisting exclusively of 
employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences (i.e., working from home). 
To the greatest extent possible, essential businesses must comply with six-foot social distancing 
for both employees and the general public. County of Nueces Order to Stay at Home dated March 
25, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms and fitness centers or 
elective medical, surgical and dental procedures) and essential infrastructure (including 
construction, airport operations, utilities, public transportation, waste collection, Internet 
and telecommunications services), (ii) government functions (i.e., all services provided 
by local governments needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government 
agencies to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public, (iii) critical 
infrastructure (including the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA guidance 
(see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers, laundry 
service providers, gas stations, auto-supply stores, bicycle repair stores, hardware stares 
and  businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home), (v) providers 
of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged populations, (vi) services needed to 
maintain essential operations of residences or other essential businesses (including trash 
collection, funeral homes, plumbers, electricians, exterminators, professional services 
(such as legal and accounting services when necessary to assist in compliance with legally 
mandated activities) and businesses that supply other essential businesses with support or 
supplies needed to operate, (vii) news media and (viii) childcare facilities providing 
services that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

https://www.nuecesco.com/Home/ShowDocument?id=24936
https://www.nuecesco.com/Home/ShowDocument?id=24936
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 Effective March 27 through April 8, 2020, all individuals living in Nueces County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when people need to 
leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of 
at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for essential activities, 
essential governmental functions or to operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit 
the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations and (v) 
to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household. 
Id. 

 Enforcement actions: A violation is punishable by a fine of up to $500 per violation. A second 
offense after warning in which intent to commit all elements of an act prohibited in the Order is 
proven my result in a fine of up to $1,000 per violation or up to 180 days in jail. Id. 

o Robertson County 

 Effective March 25 through April 8, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Robertson County, except for minimum basic operations and 
operations consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own 
residences (i.e., working from home) (including (i) operations necessary to maintain security, 
upkeep, and maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory, including but not limited to the 
care and maintenance of livestock or animals and (ii) the minimum necessary activities to facilitate 
employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from their residences). 
Robertson County Order Under Commissioners Court Declaration of Local State of Disaster Due 
to Public Health Emergency. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms and fitness centers) and 
essential infrastructure (including construction, airport operations, utilities, public 
transportation, waste collection, Internet and telecommunications services), (ii) grocery 
stores, certified farmers’ markets, convenience stores and other establishments engaged 
in the retail sale of food, (iii) food cultivation, (iv) businesses that provide food, shelter 
and social services for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, (v) 
news media, (vi) gas stations and auto-supply, auto-repair and related facilities, (vii) 
banks and related financial institutions, (viii) hardware and construction supply stores, 
(ix) plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other service providers who provide 
services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of 
residences, essential activities and essential businesses, (x) businesses providing mailing 

https://www.co.robertson.tx.us/upload/page/5864/docs/Robertson%20County%20Order%20-%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
https://www.co.robertson.tx.us/upload/page/5864/docs/Robertson%20County%20Order%20-%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
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and shipping services, (xi) laundromats, dry cleaners and laundry service providers, (xii) 
restaurants and other facilities that prepare and serve food, but only for delivery or carry 
out, (xiii) businesses that supply products needed for people to work from home, (xiv) 
businesses that supply other essential businesses with the support or supplies necessary to 
operate, (xv) businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods or services directly to 
residences, (xvi) private transportation providers (including airlines and taxis), (xvii) 
home-based care, (xviii) residential facilities and shelters, (xix) professional services: 
legal, accounting, insurance, real estate (including appraisal, survey and title services), 
engineering and architectural, (xx) childcare facilities providing services that enable 
employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xxi) utilities, 
telecommunications, trash collection, law enforcement, ambulance, corrections, dispatch, 
animal shelters and governmental employees who have not been specifically deemed non-
essential and sent home by the government entity, (xxii) janitorial and maintenance 
services, funeral industry, defense industry, space and technology industry, technology 
support, and scientific research and (xxiii) religious services performed at healthcare 
operations, in a residence, at a funeral or the broadcasting religious services. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 8, 2020, all individuals living in Robertson County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when people need to 
leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of 
at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for essential activities, 
essential governmental functions or to operate essential businesses. The Order does not prohibit 
the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations and (v) 
to take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household). 
Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order shall be a misdemeanor and is punishable by a 
fine of not more than $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Scurry County 

 Effective March 28 through April 3, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Scurry County, except for minimum basic operations and operations 
consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own residences 
(i.e., working from home) (including (i) operations necessary to maintain security, upkeep, and 
maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory, including but not limited to the care and 
maintenance of livestock or animals and (ii) the minimum necessary activities to facilitate 
employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from their residences). To the 
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greatest extent feasible, essential businesses must comply with six-foot social distancing for both 
employees and the general public. Order of County Judge of Scurry County dated March 26, 
2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms or elective medical, 
surgical or dental procedures), essential infrastructure (including construction, airport 
operations, utilities, public transportation, waste collection, Internet and 
telecommunications services) and essential government functions, (ii) grocery stores, 
certified farmers’ markets, convenience stores and other establishments engaged in the 
retail sale of food, (iii) food cultivation, (iv) residential, transportation and commercial 
construction, (v) businesses that provide food, shelter and social services for economically 
disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, (vi) news media, (vii) gas stations and 
auto-supply, auto-repair and related facilities, (viii) banks and related financial 
institutions, (ix) hardware stores, (x) plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other 
service providers who provide services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, 
sanitation, and essential operation of residences, essential activities and essential 
businesses, (xi) businesses providing mailing and shipping services, (xii) laundromats, 
dry cleaners and laundry service providers, (xiii) restaurants and other facilities that 
prepare and serve food, but only for delivery or carry out, (xiv) businesses that supply 
products needed for people to work from home, (xv) businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with the support or supplies necessary to operate, (xvi) businesses that ship or 
deliver groceries, food, goods or services directly to residences, (xvii) private 
transportation providers (including airlines and taxis), (xviii) retail clothing stores or 
businesses that supply clothing, safety clothing or gear to the public or essential personnel, 
(xix) professional services: legal, accounting, insurance, real estate (including appraisal, 
survey and title services), engineering and architectural, (xx) childcare facilities providing 
services that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xxi) package 
stores and tobacco stores if the product is provided through a curbside or drive-through 
basis only, (xxii) businesses engaged in energy production or the support thereof and 
(xxiii) weddings and wedding venues while a wedding is being conducted but not 
otherwise. Id. 

• Examples of non-essential businesses: (i) hair, nail and tanning salons and barber shops, 
(ii) tattoo parlors, (iii) piercing businesses, (iv) hair removal or waxing businesses, (v) 
massage businesses, (vi) commercial amusement and entertaining businesses including 
arcades, gaming facilities, game rooms, indoor movie theaters, bars and lounges, gyms 
and fitness facilities and all other locations closed by the Governor of Texas and (vii) 
meetings of service clubs such as the Lions Club, Kiwanis, Rotary, etc. Id. 

 Effective March 28 through April 3, 2020, all individuals living in Scurry County must self-isolate 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when people need to 

http://www.co.scurry.tx.us/upload/page/7080/Stay%20Home%20Order%20Signed.pdf
http://www.co.scurry.tx.us/upload/page/7080/Stay%20Home%20Order%20Signed.pdf


ropesgray.com ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

 

 

leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social distancing of 
at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for essential activities or 
performing or accessing essential governmental functions, healthcare operations, essential 
businesses and essential infrastructure. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of 
a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations, (v) to 
take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household) 
and (vi) to exchange children between parents, guardians or managing conservators 
pursuant to a child custody order or agreement between the parties. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order shall be a criminal offense and is punishable by 
a fine of not more than $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Tarrant County (including Fort Worth, TX and Arlington, TX) 

 Effective March 25 through April 7, 2020, all non-essential businesses must close to the public, 
except for operations consisting of minimum basic operations (including (i) operations necessary 
to maintain security, upkeep, and maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory, including but 
not limited to the care and maintenance of livestock or animals, (ii) IT or other operations that 
facilitate employees working from home, (iii) online or call -in sales performed by employees in 
a store or facility closed to the public and (iv) in-store repair services performed by employees in 
a store or facility closed to the public). Executive Order of County Judge dated March 24, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, medical research, 
laboratory services, home-based and residential-based care and veterinary care, but not 
including gyms and elective medical, surgical and dental operations), (ii) government 
functions (including all services provided by local governments needed to ensure the 
continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide for or support the health, 
safety and welfare of the public), (iii) critical infrastructure (including work necessary to 
the operations and maintenance of the critical infrastructure sectors identified in CISA 
guidance (see “I. Federal” above)), (iv) essential retail (including food service providers 
(grocery, warehouse, and convenience stores) and  stores selling basic consumer goods, 
gas stations, food cultivation, shipping/mailing/delivery businesses, hardware store and 
businesses selling supplies needed to work from home), (v) providers of basic necessities 
to economically disadvantaged populations, (vi) services necessary to maintain essential 
operations of residences or other essential businesses (including waste 
collection/processing, mailing/shipping, building cleaning, maintenance and security, 
warehousing/distribution, storage for essential businesses, funeral services, skilled trades 
(plumbing, electrical, janitorial, etc.), and businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with support/supplies), (vii) news media, (viii) financial institutions, (ix) real 

http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/TarrantCountyExecutiveOrder-Executed-3-24-20%20-003.pdf
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estate transactions, (x) childcare facilities providing services that enable employees 
exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xi) animal shelters, zoos and other 
businesses that maintain live animals, (xii) construction, (xiii) funeral services, (xiv) 
worship services conducted remotely and (xv) moving services and supplies. Id. 

o No person shall sell any of the following goods or services for more than the price 
the person charged for the goods or services on March 16, 2020: (i) groceries, 
beverages, toilet articles and ice, (ii) restaurant, cafeteria and boarding-house 
meals and (iii) medicine, pharmaceutical and medical equipment and supplies. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 7, 2020, all individuals living in Tarrant County must stay at 
their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must as reasonably 
as possible maintain social distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their 
residences only for essential travel (including in order to perform essential activities), to work in 
essential businesses, government service or essential critical infrastructure or to perform minimum 
basic operations. The Order does not prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

o Travis County (including Austin, TX) 

 Effective March 25 through April 13, 2020, all non-essential business operations must cease 
all activities, except for operations consisting of employees or contractors performing activities 
at their own residences (i.e., working from home) and minimum basic operations (including the 
minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the business’s inventory, ensure security, 
process payroll and employee benefits and facilitate remote working). Order by the Travis County 
Judge No. 2020-5 dated March 24, 2020, Stay Home – Work Safe Order 20200324-007 by the 
Mayor of the City of Austin dated March 24, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, medical research, 
laboratory services, home-based and residential-based care and veterinary care, but not 
including gyms, elective medical, surgical and dental operations and retail outlets selling 
electronic cigarette and cannabidiol products), (ii) groceries and stores that sell other 
essential supplies (including convenience stores, liquor stores and establishments engaged 
in the retail sale of household consumer products), (iii) food cultivation (including 

https://traviscountytx.gov/images/docs/200314-gathering-order.pdf
https://traviscountytx.gov/images/docs/200314-gathering-order.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Order%2020200324-007%20-%20Stay%20Home%20-%20Work%20Safe.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Order%2020200324-007%20-%20Stay%20Home%20-%20Work%20Safe.pdf
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farming, livestock and fishing), (iv) social services and charitable organizations, (v) news 
media, (vi) gas stations and  businesses needed for transportation (including automobile 
dealerships, auto-manufacturing and assembly, auto-supply and auto-repair), (vii) 
financial institutions (including banks, consumer lenders, sales and finance lenders, credit 
unions, appraisers and title companies), (viii) hardware and supply stores, (ix) critical 
trades (including plumbers, electricians, exterminators, pool cleaners, utilities and other 
service providers only to the extent that services are necessary to maintaining the safety, 
sanitation and essential operations of residences, but not including discretionary 
maintenance or improvement), (x) mail and delivery services, (xi) educational institutions 
(for purposes of temporarily closing facilities, facilitating distance learning or performing 
critical research or essential functions), (xii) restaurants for consumption off-premises, 
(xiii) supplies to work from home, (xiv) supplies and service for essential businesses, 
critical infrastructure and essential government functions (including janitorial services, 
laundry services, computers, audio and video electronics, hardware, paint, sanitary 
equipment and food and beverages), (xv) food delivery services, (xvi) transportation 
(including airlines, taxis and other private transportation providers), (xvii) home-based 
care and services, (xviii) residential facilities and shelters, (xix) professional services 
(including legal, accounting, insurance and real estate services when necessary to assist 
in compliance with legally mandated activities and only to the extent that service can be 
provided with minimum basic operations), (xx) information technology 
services/telecommunication services, (xxi) childcare facilities providing services that 
enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted, (xxii) moving supply 
services, (xxiii) hotels and motels and (xxiv) funeral services. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through May 1, 2020, all deadlines imposed by local rule, rule or regulation 
are suspended. Id. 

 Effective March 25 through April 13, 2020, all individuals living in Travis County must shelter 
at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly permitted by 
the Order. Individuals may leave their residences only to perform essential activities, perform 
work in or obtain services from an essential business, an essential government service or critical 
infrastructure, or to engage in essential travel or minimum basic operations. The Order does not 
prohibit the gathering of members of a household unit. All non-essential travel is prohibited. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work at an 
essential business, government service, critical infrastructure or carrying out activities 
specifically permitted in the Order and (v) to take care of others (including caring for a 
family member or pet in another household). Id. 

• Examples of essential government functions: (i) Transit and transportation services, 
equipment and facilities, (ii) utilities and sanitation services, (iii) information and 
communications (including news media and press), (iv) emergency services, (v) public  
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health and medical services, (vi) fire and law enforcement (including corrections), (vii) 
public works, (viii) court operations and (ix) critical road, equipment, technology and 
infrastructure maintenance or repair. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order may be punishable through criminal or civil 
enforcement. A violation of the Order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days or both fine and confinement. Id. 

o Williamson County 

 Effective March 25 through April 13, 2020, all non-essential businesses must cease all activities 
at facilities located within Williamson County, except for minimum basic operations and 
operations consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing activities at their own 
residences (i.e., working from home) (including (i) operations necessary to maintain security, 
upkeep, and maintenance of premises, equipment or inventory, including but not limited to the 
care and maintenance of livestock or animals and (ii) the minimum necessary activities to facilitate 
employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from their residences). To the 
greatest extent feasible, essential businesses must comply with six-foot social distancing for both 
employees and the general public. Order of County Judge dated March 24, 2020. 

• Examples of essential businesses: (i) Healthcare operations (including pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, mental health providers, home healthcare 
services providers and veterinary care, but not including gyms or elective medical, 
surgical or dental procedures), essential infrastructure (including construction, airport 
operations, utilities, public transportation, waste collection, Internet and 
telecommunications services) and essential government functions, (ii) grocery stores, 
certified farmers’ markets, convenience stores and other establishments engaged in the 
retail sale of food, (iii) food cultivation, (iv) residential, transportation and commercial 
construction, (v) businesses that provide food, shelter and social services for economically 
disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, (vi) news media, (vii) gas stations and 
auto-supply, auto-repair and related facilities, (viii) banks and related financial 
institutions, (ix) hardware stores, (x) plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other 
service providers who provide services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, 
sanitation, and essential operation of residences, essential activities and essential 
businesses, (xi) businesses providing mailing and shipping services, (xii) laundromats, 
dry cleaners and laundry service providers, (xiii) restaurants and other facilities that 
prepare and serve food, but only for delivery or carry out, (xiv) businesses that supply 
products needed for people to work from home, (xv) businesses that supply other essential 
businesses with the support or supplies necessary to operate, (xvi) businesses that ship or 
deliver groceries, food, goods or services directly to residences, (xvii) private 
transportation providers (including airlines and taxis), (xviii) any business that retools so 
that a substantial part of their business is for the purpose of manufacturing and producing 
products intended to be directly utilized for COVID-19 response, (xix) professional 
services: legal, accounting, insurance, real estate (including appraisal, survey and title 
services), engineering and architectural and (xx) childcare facilities providing services 
that enable employees exempted in the Order to work as permitted. Id. 

https://www.roundrocktexas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Stay-Home-Stay-Safe-Order-Judge-Bill-Gravell-Jr-COVID-19-Adopted-March-24-2020.pdf
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 Effective March 25 through April 13, 2020, all individuals living in Williamson County must 
shelter at their place of residence and all public and private gatherings of any number of 
people occurring outside a single household or dwelling unit are prohibited unless expressly 
permitted by the Order. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces or when 
people need to leave their places of residence, they must as reasonably as possible maintain social 
distancing of at least six feet from others. Individuals may leave their residences only for 
essential activities or performing or accessing essential governmental functions, healthcare 
operations, essential businesses and essential infrastructure. The Order does not prohibit the 
gathering of members of a household unit. Id. 

• Examples of essential activities: (i) For health and safety of household members 
(including pets) and to work for or obtain services at any healthcare operations, (ii) for 
necessary supplies and services, (iii) for outdoor activity, (iv) for performing work 
providing essential products and services at an essential business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in the Order, including minimum basic operations, (v) to 
take care of others (including caring for a family member or pet in another household) 
and (vi) to exchange children between parents, guardians or managing conservators 
pursuant to a child custody order or agreement between the parties. Id. 

 Enforcement Actions: A violation of the Order shall be a criminal offense and is punishable by 
a fine of not more than $1,000 or confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days. Id. 

XLIII. Utah (Statewide) 

o The Governor issued a “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Directive on March 27, 2020 to “establish minimum 
statewide standards” for individuals and organizations. The Directive—not to be confused with a shelter-
in-place order—is effective immediately and will remain in place through April 13, 2020: 

i. For-Profit and Nonprofit Organizations should:  

• (i) Respond in a flexible way to varying levels of disease transmission in the community 
and refine business response plans as needed; 

• (ii) Consider how best to decrease the spread of COVID-19 and lower the impact in the 
workplace. This may include activities in one or more of the following areas: 

o (a) reducing transmission among employees and volunteers, (b) maintaining 
healthy business operations, and (c) maintaining a healthy work environment; 

• (iii) Encourage and enable employees and volunteers who can work remotely to work 
remotely; 

• (iv) Utilize video conferencing and virtual meeting services; 

• (v) Implement policies for employees and volunteers who cannot work remotely, 
including: 

https://rules.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/Governors_Coronavirus_Directive_for_Utah.pdf
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o (a) requiring employees and volunteers who present symptoms of illness 
consistent with COVID-19 to stay home, (b) not requiring a positive COVID-19 
test result or health care provider's note for employees or volunteers who stay 
home due to illness, (c) enhancing social distancing by grouping employees and 
volunteers into cohorts of no more than ten individuals that have limited contact 
with other cohorts in the workplace, (d) enabling employees and volunteers to 
follow the directives for all individuals, as described above (e.g., by providing 
hand soap, hand sanitizer, or sanitizing wipes); (e) minimizing face-to-face 
contact with high-risk employees and volunteers, or assigning work tasks to high-
risk employees and volunteers that allow them to maintain a distance of at least 
six feet from other workers, customers and visitors, or to telework if possible, and 
(f) implementing flexible work hours (e.g., staggered shifts).  

• (vi) Assess essential functions and the reliance that others and the community have on 
services or products offered.  

o (a) Be prepared to change business practices if needed to maintain critical 
operations (e.g., identify alternative suppliers, prioritize existing customers, or 
temporarily suspend some of your operations if needed).  

o (b) Identify alternate supply chains for critical goods and services.  

o (c) Coordinate with companies that provide your business with contract or 
temporary employees or volunteers about the importance of sick employees and 
volunteers staying home and encourage them to develop non-punitive leave 
policies.  

o (d) Coordinate with business partners about your response plans. Share best 
practices with other businesses in your communities (especially those in your 
supply chain), chambers of commerce, and associations to improve community 
response efforts.  

• (vii) Take measures to accommodate high-risk individuals in the workplace. 

• Exemptions. These directives do not apply to: (i) healthcare professionals. (ii) law 
enforcement officers and first responders, (iii) faith leaders and workers; and (iv) 
charitable and social service organizations. 

ii. All individuals should:  

• (i) Stay at home as much as possible;  

• (ii) Work from home whenever possible;  

• (iii) Encourage socializing by phone and video chats;  
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• (iv) Self-quarantine for 14 days after traveling or being exposed to an individual 
presenting symptoms of illness consistent with COVD-19;  

• (v) Engage in appropriate social distancing, including:  

o (a) maintaining a 6-foot distance from other individuals in public, (b) not shaking 
hands with other individuals, (c) not visiting friends or family without urgent 
need, and (d) not attending any gathering of any number of people except for 
members of the same household;  

• (vi) Follow strict hygiene standards, including:  

o (a) washing hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, (b) 
using hand sanitizer frequently, (c) avoiding touching your face, (d) covering 
coughs or sneezes, (e) regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, and (f) follow any 
other standards promulgated by the CDC, the Utah Department of Health, and 
local health departments; and  

• (vii) Help others as reasonably appropriate to practice all the same principles. 

o The state has invited businesses to submit their information to potentially have their business added to 
Utah’s ‘essential business’ list, should Utahans be asked to shelter in place.  

o Restaurants, Bars, and Taverns. Effective March 21, 2020 through April 15, 2020, all food service 
establishments, including bars and other alcohol-service establishments, are prohibited from serving the 
general public on the premises. Drive-through service, delivery, and take-out are permitted, subject to 
restrictions. See Utah Public Health Order dated April 1, 2020. 

 Penalties. Any food service establishment that knowingly violates a provision of this Order or an 
Order of the Local Health Authority shall be immediately closed.  

o Mass Gatherings. Mass gatherings are not currently banned, but the state recommends following the 
March 16, 2020 White House Guidelines to avoid any social event or gathering of more than 10 people.  

o School Closures. The governor announced on March 23, 2020 that Utah’s K-12 public schools and 
technical colleges will extend their dismissal through Friday, May 1, 2020. 

XLIV. Vermont (Statewide) 

o Effective March 24, 2020, Vermonters are directed to stay at home and leave only for essential reasons, 
including personal safety, shopping for groceries or medicine, curbside pick-up of goods, medical care, 
exercise, care of others, and permitted work.  See Addendum 6 to Executive Order 01-20 Dated March 24, 
2020. 

o All businesses and non-for-profit entities must suspend in-person operations, with the exception of those 
deemed critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national security.  See id. 

https://forms.gle/KVm3vNng1Xbpv4R88
https://coronavirus-download.utah.gov/Health/STATE%20PUBLIC%20HEALTH%20ORDER%204.1.20.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://governor.utah.gov/2020/03/24/state-issues-extension-on-k-12-and-technical-college-dismissal/
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%206%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%206%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
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o Entities deemed critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national security, include 
those that perform the following functions: 

 (i) Health care operations such as COVID-19 testing and clinical research, healthcare 
providers, public health workers, laboratory services, caregivers, logistics, technology, 
security, and custodial support, blood and plasma donors, and mortuary services; (ii) law 
enforcement, public safety, and first responders; (iii) critical infrastructure including utilities, 
telecommunications, airports, and transportation infrastructure; (iv) critical manufacturing, 
including food and animal feed manufacturing, processing and supply, and pharmaceuticals; (v) 
construction necessary to support the COVID-19 response and maintain critical infrastructure; (vi) 
grocery stores, pharmacies, and other retail that sell essential supplies; (vii) fuel products and 
supply; (viii) hardware stores; (ix) transportation and agricultural equipment parts, repair, and 
maintenance; (x) trash collection and disposal; (xi) agriculture and farms, animal shelters, 
production and delivery of seed, chemicals, and fertilizers, CSAs and veterinarians; (xii) lodging 
necessary to support that COVID-19 response, critical infrastructure, and national security; (xiii) 
other building and property services for the safety and operations of residences and businesses; 
(xiv) mail and shipping services; (xv) news media; (xvi) banks and financial institutions; (xvii) 
providers of necessities and services to economically disadvantaged populations; and (xviii) 
others necessary to support the COVID-19 response, critical infrastructure, and national security.  
See id. 

o Vermont adopted its own list of essential businesses independent of the CISA guideline, although there is 
overlap. 

o Violation of an emergency order is punishable by a fine not exceeding $500, imprisonment not exceeding 
six months, or both.  See 20 V.S.A. § 24. 

XLV. Virginia (Statewide) 

o Effective March 24, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. until April 23, 2020 at 11:59 p.m., all public and private in person 
gatherings of ten or more individuals are prohibited. Executive Order No. 53, dated March 23, 2020.  

 All dining and congregation areas in restaurants, dining establishments, and other food and 
beverage retailers are closed—however, those establishments may continue to offer delivery and 
take-out services.  Recreational and entertainment businesses (including theaters, fitness centers, 
beauty salons, etc.) must close. Id. 

 Essential businesses may remain open during normal business hours. Essential businesses 
include: (i) retailers that sell food and beverage products or pharmacy products; (ii) medical 
retailers; (ii) electronic retailers; (iii) automotive facilities; (iv) home improvement retailers; (v) 
liquor stores; (vi) retail functions of gas stations and convenience stores; (vii) retail located within 
healthcare facilities; (viii) banks and other financial institutions; (ix) pet stores; (x) printing and 
office supply stores; and (xi) laundromats and dry cleaners. Id. 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-53-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
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 All essential retail establishments must, to the extent possible, adhere to social distancing 
recommendations, enhanced sanitizing practices on common surfaces, and other appropriate 
workplace guidance from state/federal authorities. Id. 

 Any brick-and-mortar retail businesses that are not deemed essential must limit all in-person 
shopping to no more than ten patrons per establishment, adhere to social distancing 
recommendations, sanitize common surfaces, and apply relevant workplace guidance. If any such 
business cannot adhere to the ten-patron limit, it must close. Id. 

 Businesses offering professional rather than retail services may remain open, but must adhere to 
social distancing recommendations, enhanced sanitizing practices on common surfaces, and apply 
the relevant workplace guidance from state and federal authorities. Id. 

o All in-person instruction at K-12 schools is suspended for the remainder of the school year. Facilities 
providing child care services may remain open. Id. 

o Effective March 25, 2020 until April 24, 2020, doctors are prohibited from providing procedures that 
require personal protective equipment (including gowns, masks, face shields and respirators) if such 
procedures can be delayed without causing harm or negatively affecting the patient’s health 
outcomes. Order of Public Health Emergency Two.  

o Enforcement: Violations of the order are punishable as a Class 1 Misdemeanor under § 18.2-11 of the 
Virginia Code, misdemeanors are punishable by confinement in jail for not more than twelve months and 
a fine of not more than $2,500, either or both. Id. 

XLVI. Washington (Statewide) 

o As of March 23, 2020 (and through May 3, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.), individuals are prohibited from leaving 
their homes, except to engage in essential activities, to perform work as an essential employee of an 
essential business, or to carry out minimum basic operations for a nonessential business. See Proclamation 
by the Governor Amending Proclamation 20-05 (issued March 23, 2020); Proclamation by the Governor 
Amending Proclamations 20-05 and 20-25 (issued May 4, 2020). 

 Essential activities are limited to obtaining necessary supplies and services, engaging in activities 
essential for health and safety, caring for others, and engaging in outdoor exercise activities. Id. 

• Social distancing: Individuals may engage in outdoor exercise activities only if they 
follow appropriate social distancing practices. Id. 

 All public and private gatherings, regardless of size, are prohibited if they involve individuals 
from more than one household or residential living unit. Id. 

 Essential businesses are identified in the “Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers” list. Id. 

• The list largely adheres to (but does not reference) CISA’s and DHS’s guidance, and 
includes positions in the Healthcare/Public Health, Emergency Services, Food & 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Two---Order-of-The-Governor-and-State-Health-Commissioner.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-25.1%20-%20COVID-19%20-%20Stay%20Home%2C%20Stay%20Healthy%20Extension%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-25.1%20-%20COVID-19%20-%20Stay%20Home%2C%20Stay%20Healthy%20Extension%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WA%20Essential%20Critical%20Infrastructure%20Workers%20%28Final%29.pdf
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Agriculture, Energy, Water & Wastewater, Transportation & Logistics, Communications 
& Information Technology, Other Community-Based Government Operations & 
Essential Functions, Critical Manufacturing, Hazardous Materials, Financial Services, 
Chemical, and Defense Industrial Base sectors. See Essential Critical Infrastructure 
Workers; Guidance Bulletin – Proclamation 20-25.  

• Businesses can clarify their status or petition to be added to the Essential Critical 
Infrastructure Workers list by emailing business@mil.wa.gov. 

o As of midnight on March 25, 2020, all nonessential businesses must cease operations, except for 
performing basic minimum operations. See Proclamation by the Governor Amending Proclamation 20-
05 (issued March 23, 2020). The Proclamation does not, however, prevent employees from working from 
home or apply to businesses consisting exclusively of workers performing business activities from their 
homes and without in-person contact with clients. Id. 

 Minimum basic operations are defined as the “minimum activities necessary to maintain the 
value of the business’ inventory, preserve the condition of the business’ physical plant and 
equipment, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, facilitate employees of the 
business being able to continue to work remotely from their residences, and related functions.” Id. 

o Essential businesses are “encouraged to remain open and maintain operations,” but they must “establish 
and implement social distancing and sanitation measures established by the United States Department of 
Labor or the Washington State Department of Health Guidelines.” Id. 

 Social distancing: Essential businesses are “prohibited from operating” unless they establish and 
implement social distancing measures. Id. 

o Penalty: A violation of the Proclamation is punishable as a gross misdemeanor, which allows the State to 
imprison the violator for up to 364 days, to fine the violator up to $5,000, or both. Id. 

XLVII. Washington, D.C. 

o Effective March 25, 2020 at 10:00pm, and through April 24, 2020, all non-essential businesses are 
ordered closed and in-person customer service at the Department of Motor Vehicle and other city offices 
must stop.  DC Mayor Order 2020-53 (March 24, 2020) 

 Non-essential businesses include: (i) tour guides and touring services; (ii) gyms, health clubs, 
spas, and massage establishments; (iii) theaters, auditoriums and other places of large gatherings; 
(iv) nightclubs; (v) hair, nail, and tanning salons and barbershops; (vi) tattoo parlors; (vii) sales 
not involved in essential services; (viii) retail clothing stores; and (ix) professional services not 
devoted to assisting essential business operations. 

 Essential businesses included in the following categories are strongly encourage to remain 
open: (i) healthcare and public health operations; (ii) essential infrastructure; (iii) food and 
household products and services; (iv) social services providing the necessities of life; (v) 
communications and information technology; (vi) energy and automotive; (vii) financial services; 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WA%20Essential%20Critical%20Infrastructure%20Workers%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WA%20Essential%20Critical%20Infrastructure%20Workers%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Guidance%20Bulletin%20-%20Proclamation%2020-25%2C%2003.31.2020.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/Mayor%27s%20Order%202020-053%20Closure%20of%20Non-Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Prohibiti....pdf
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(viii) educational institutions; (ix) transportation and logistics; (x) construction and building 
trades; (xi) housing and living facilities; (xii) professional services; and (xiii) childcare facilities. 
Id.  See the Order dated March 24, 2020 for specific businesses deemed to be included in these 
categories. 

 All Essential Government Functions shall continue, including: (i) first responders, including 
police, firefighting, and emergency medical services, emergency management, 911/311 call 
center; (ii) law enforcement functions; (iii) services needed to ensure the continuing operation of 
government agencies and provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public performed by the 
District of Columbia or federal government of their contractors; (iv) the District of Columbia 
Courts, and inter-governmental commissions and entities performing such functions, including 
judicial and elections functions. 

o Large gatherings of ten or more persons are prohibited anywhere in the District of Columbia. Id. 

 Prohibition does not include: (i) Essential Businesses and groups performing Essential 
Government Functions; (ii) gatherings of people in multiple, separate enclosed spaces in a single 
building, so long as ten people are not present in any single space at the same time; (iii) the use of 
enclosed spaces where ten or more people may be present at different times during the day, so 
long as ten or more people are not present in the space at the same time; (iv) gatherings on property 
within the District of Columbia owned by the federal government; (iv) spaces associated with 
public transit; (v) spaces where ten or more persons may be in transit or waiting for transit such 
as buses, bus stops, bus terminals, sluglines, or subway cars, and subway stations; and (vi) office 
space, hotels, or residential buildings (excluding conferences or large gatherings at hotels; hotels 
and residential buildings may remain open for guests and as residences). 

o Social Distancing Requirements include: (i) maintaining at least 6 feet of distance from other individuals; 
(ii) washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or using hand sanitizer frequently; (iii) 
covering coughs or sneezes; (iv) regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces; and (v) not shaking hands. 

o Enforcement Actions: Any individual or entity that knowingly violates this Order shall be subject to all 
civil, criminal and administrative penalties authorized by law, including sanctions or penalties for violating 
D.C. Official Code 7-2307, including civil fines, summary suspension or revocation of licensure.  Id.    

o Waiver: The Mayor may grant a waiver to a business or nonprofit through the District of Columbia 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency. Id. 

XLVIII. West Virginia (Statewide) 

o Effective March 18, all casinos are closed to the general public and all restaurants and bars may operate 
on a take-out/delivery basis only. See Executive Order No. 2-20 dated March 18, 2020 

o Effective March 19, all fitness centers and gyms are closed to the general public. See Executive Order No. 
3-20 dated March 18, 2020 

https://governor.wv.gov/Documents/2020%20Executive%20Orders/Executive-Order-March-18-2020.pdf
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89495
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89495
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o Effective March 20, all barber shops, nail salons and hair salons are closed to the general public. See 
Executive Order No. 6-20 dated March 19, 2020 

o Effective March 24 until terminated, all individuals in the State of West Virginia are under a general stay-
at-home order and are directed to stay at home unless performing an essential activity. See Executive 
Order No. 9-20 dated March 23, 2020 

 Essential activities include obtaining food and medicine, medical care, going to work at Essential 
Businesses, going to the home of a family member, and engaging in outdoor activity. Id. 

o Non-essential business and operations must temporarily cease operations. Id. 

o Essential businesses and operations shall continue to operate. Individuals may leave their residence to 
provide any services or to perform any work necessary to operate Essential Businesses and Operations. 
Id. 

 The term Essential Businesses and Operations includes those industries described in the CISA 
memorandum. Id. 

 In addition, Essential Businesses and Operations include healthcare, public health operations, and 
health insurance companies, grocery stores and pharmacies, food, beverage and agriculture, 
essential governmental functions, human services organizations and childcare facilities and 
providers, essential infrastructure, coal mining and coal-fired electric generation facilities, 
manufacture, distribution and supply chain for critical products and industries, transportation and 
travel related businesses and gas stations, financial and insurance institutions, hardware and 
supply stores, critical trades, mail, post, shipping, logistics, delivery and pick-up services, 
religious entities, educational institutions, laundry services, supplies to work from home, supplies 
for Essential Businesses and Operations, home-based care and services, residential facilities and 
shelters, professional services, media and first amendment protected speech, hotels and motels, 
and funeral services. Id.  

o All public and private gatherings of more than ten people are prohibited. Id. 

o When people need to leave their places of residence, they should at all times and as much as reasonably 
possible properly socially distance themselves from others. Id. 

o This Order may be enforced by State and local law enforcement and by state and local regulatory and/or 
licensing bodies to the extent possible under West Virginia law. Id. 

XLIX. Wisconsin (Statewide) 

o Effective March 25 at 8:00 am, and through Friday, April 24 at 8:00 am, all Wisconsin residents must stay 
at home. Emergency Order #12 Safer at Home Order, dated March 24, 2020. Residents may leave their 
homes for Essential Activities, to conduct Essential Businesses and Operations, to perform Minimum 
Basic Operations at non-essential businesses, and for Essential Travel. 

https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89499
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89504
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/executivejournal/readpdf.aspx?DocID=89504
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
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o Essential Activities permitted outside the home. Residents are permitted to leave their homes in order 
to obtain necessary supplies such as medicine and food, seek medical services, take walks outside, and to 
care for others. 

o Essential Businesses and Operations are permitted, provided that technology is used “to the greatest 
extent possible” to avoid meeting in person. Essential Businesses and Operations include businesses or 
workers on the CISA list (see Section I, above), Healthcare and Public Health Operations, Human Services 
Operations, Essential Infrastructure, Essential Government Functions, and the categories listed below.  

 Individuals may leave home to work for Healthcare and Public Health Operations, which 
include: (i) hospitals, medical facilities, clinics, ambulatory surgery centers for response to urgent 
health issues or related COVID-19 activities, dental offices, pharmacies, obstetricians, 
gynecologists, and midwife practices, eye care centers (including those that sell glasses and 
contacts), home health agencies and providers, hospices, mental health, substance abuse and drug 
treatment providers, and other healthcare facilities and suppliers and providers of related or 
ancillary healthcare services; (ii) manufacturers, technicians, logistics, and warehouse operators 
and distributors of medical equipment, personal protective equipment (PPE), medical gases, 
pharmaceuticals, blood and blood products, vaccines, testing materials, laboratory supplies, and 
cleaning supplies; (iii) public health entities, including those that analyze, and communicate public 
health information; (iv) pharmaceutical, medical device and equipment, and biotechnology 
companies (including operations, research and development, manufacture, and supply chain); (v) 
healthcare information technology companies; (vi) organizations collecting blood, platelets, 
plasma, and other necessary materials; (vii) entities that transport and dispose of medical materials 
and remains; (viii) personal care agencies; (ix) allied health providers; (x) acupuncturists, massage 
therapists, and chiropractors; and (xi) adult family homes. 

 Essential Infrastructure, which includes: (i) food production, distribution, storage, and sales; (ii) 
construction (including construction required for this public health emergency, such as hospitals, 
long-term care and assisted living, public works, schools, construction needed for Essential 
Business and Operations or Essential Governmental Functions, and housing construction, except 
optional or aesthetic construction should be avoided); (iii) building management and maintenance; 
(iv) airport operations; (v) operation and maintenance of utilities; (vi) Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance, Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, and Public Benefits Energy 
Assistance Program offices, customer service centers, and public intake centers; (vii) distribution 
centers; (viii) oil and biofuel refining; (ix) transportation and ports; (x) cybersecurity operations; 
(xi) flood control; (xii) waste removal; and (xiii) internet, video, and telecommunications systems. 

 Other essential businesses include: (i) stores that sell groceries and medicine; (ii) media; (iii) 
restaurants and bars, other than delivery and takeout; (iv) child care (prioritizing care for health 
care workers first and other specified essential functions second); (v) charitable and social services 
organizations; (vi) weddings, funerals, and religious entities; (vii) businesses necessary for 
transportation; (viii) financial institutions (ix) hardware stores; (x) trade and laundry services; (xi) 
shipping and logistics; (xii) supplies to work from home; (xiii) professional services, such as legal, 
accounting, insurance, and real estate; (xiv) manufacture and supply chain of critical products; 
(xv) critical labor union functions; (xvi) hotels and motels, subject to restaurant/bars limitation, 
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closure of gyms/pools, and ensuring social distancing in common areas; and (xvii) higher 
education institutions (for purposes of facilitating distance learning or essential functions). 

 Waiver.  Businesses may contact Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to seek waiver.  

o All businesses and operations not deemed essential must cease all activities within the state except 
Minimum Basic Operations, defined as the minimum necessary activities required to maintain the value 
of inventory, preserve the condition of the business’s physical plant and equipment, ensure security, 
process payroll and employee benefits, and facilitate employees being able to work remotely. 

o All travel is prohibited, except for Essential Travel and Essential Activities. Narrow exceptions are 
outlined in the Order. 

o Social Distancing Requirements must be followed while outside the home, include maintaining at least 
6-feet from other individuals, washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as 
possible or using hand sanitizer, covering coughs or sneezes, regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, and 
not shaking hands. 

o Enforcement. This Order is enforceable by any local law enforcement official, including county sheriffs. 
Violation or obstruction of this Order is punishable by up to 30 days imprisonment, or up to $250 fine, or 
both. Wis. Stat. § 252.25. 

L. Wyoming (Statewide) 

o Effective March 19 through April 3, 2020, the following places of public accommodation are closed: 
restaurants, bars and other places of public accommodation offering food or beverages (including alcoholic 
beverages) for on-premises consumption; cigar bars; gymnasiums; and movie and performance theaters, 
opera houses, concert halls and music halls. Public Health Order dated March 19, 2020. 

 Places of public accommodation are encouraged to offer food and beverages using delivery, 
window service or drive-through service. Online and telephonic credit card transactions are 
strongly encouraged. Staff who handle cash or credit cards may not be involved in the preparation, 
handling or delivery of food. In offering food or beverage, a place of public accommodation may 
permit up to five members of the public at one time for the purpose of picking up their orders, so 
long as those individuals are at least six feet apart from one another while on premises. Id.    

 Places of public accommodation that offer food and beverage for off-premises consumption, 
including grocery stores, retail stores, convenience stores, pharmacies, drug stores, food pantries, 
hotel room service, health care facilities, crisis shelters, airport concessionaires and any 
emergency facilities are not subject to these restrictions. Id.    

o Effective March 19 through April 3, 2020, child care centers and home daycares are ordered closed, except 
for those that provide for children of essential personnel (including healthcare providers, criminal justice 
personnel, first responders, active duty military, grocery workers, supply chain and delivery workers, 
public works and sanitation crews, foster families with children through grade 8, medical devices 
manufacturers and fuel distribution workers). Id.    

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IXTw20VFlybIgBVBRaYvRVWnBAdpsvyk/view
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o Effective March 19 through April 3, 2020, all K-12 schools shall dismiss students until no sooner than 
April 3, 2020. All colleges, universities and trade schools shall not hold in-person classes until no sooner 
than April 3, 2020. Id.    

o Enforcement Actions: Any person or legal entity that violates the Order shall be subject to criminal 
prosecution under Wyo. Stat. Ann. §§ 35-1-105 and -106. The penalty for violations is a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000, imprisonment for not more than one year or both. Id. 

Send questions to - PHOrdersTeam@ropesgray.com. 

https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title35.pdf
mailto:PHOrdersTeam@ropesgray.com
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