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IMMIGRATION: Immediate and Ongoing Response

Extending the firm’s longstanding pro bono commitment to asylum 
seekers and those needing immigration support, Ropes & Gray attorneys 
responded to recent seismic shifts in U.S. immigration policy and 
enforcement with immediate action and ongoing legal work that could 
shape the law and provide guidance for courts, states and attorneys 
across the country.

In 2016, Ropes & Gray launched the Immigration Forum, a 443-member 
group of firm attorneys committed to providing pro bono asylum and 
other immigration services. The coordination proved effective, as the 
forum quickly mobilized attorneys to provide immigration assistance at 
airports across the United States in response to President Trump’s January 
27 executive order restricting travel from seven countries and halting 
refugee admissions. The firm also helped several of our longstanding pro 
bono partners, such as the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and 
International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP), litigate the so-called 
travel ban. With events moving quickly and unpredictably, our attorneys 
and paralegals in the United States and Asia took on around-the-clock 
shifts to conduct legal research, write briefs and memoranda of support, 
and prepare to litigate the travel ban. Our attorneys spoke about their 
experiences at the airports and in preparing to litigate the travel ban in a 
video available at here.

In other immigration and asylum matters, cross-practice and cross-office 
teams worked around the globe with pro bono partners like IRAP, the 
Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project (continued on page 2)

SPECIAL THANKS and a Warm Welcome

Ropes & Gray’s pro bono committee has seen 

changes in 2017, with new co-chairs and new 

members devoting their time and energy to 

the success of the program. Outgoing pro bono 

committee co-chairs business & securities 

litigation partner BILL SUSSMAN and special 

situations partner JEFF KATZ worked tirelessly 

to propel Ropes & Gray’s pro bono program 

forward. Under their leadership, the firm provided 

more than 700,000 hours of pro bono service. 

Filling their large shoes and joining co-chair and 

finance group partner MATT COX are government 

enforcement partner CHRISTOPHER CONNIFF and 

benefits partner JENNY RIKOSKI, who have already 

provided insightful leadership to the program. 

Building on Pro Bono Successes 

Ropes & Gray professionals provided an incredible 134,000 hours of pro 
bono legal services in 2016. The firm’s pro bono program has continued 
this momentum into 2017, expanding internationally to tackle complex 
problems such as human trafficking, and mobilizing attorneys to respond 
immediately to the U.S. executive orders on immigration, among other 
efforts. As our attorneys work to change both law and lives, the pro 
bono program continues to receive impressive international, national 
and internal recognition.   
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A Ropes & Gray team was ready to assist travelers at Logan International Airport  
in Boston following President Trump’s January 27 executive order.

http://ropesgray.com/travel-ban
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WORKING WITH THE ACLU OF MASSACHUSETTS 

on behalf of a client who came to the United States 

as a refugee more than 30 years ago, Ropes & Gray 

attorneys filed an amicus brief and a petition for 

habeas corpus in cases that could shape immigrant 

detention practices nationwide.

Firm pro bono client Sreynuon Lunn was born in a 

Thai refugee camp to Cambodian parents who were 

fleeing the Khmer Rouge. His parents brought him 

to the United States as a seven-month-old refugee 

in 1985, and Mr. Lunn was granted permanent 

U.S. residency status that year. The Cambodian 

government has maintained for nine years that  

Mr. Lunn is not a Cambodian citizen, and Thai 

officials deny that he is a citizen of their country. 

The Department of Homeland Security has 

nevertheless tried to deport Mr. Lunn to Cambodia 

three times, based on his convictions for crimes  

like breaking and entering. 

Following the arguments of Mr. Lunn and amici that 

included Ropes & Gray, the Massachusetts Supreme 

Judicial Court determined that local law enforcement 

cannot detain a person like Mr. Lunn at the request of 

federal immigration authorities. The decision is likely 

to affect current important legal issues surrounding 

sanctuary cities and detention of immigrants without 

criminal warrants.  

In May, firm attorneys filed a habeas corpus 
petition in the U.S. District Court for the District of 

Massachusetts in a separate case, arguing that Mr. 

Lunn, who had been unlawfully arrested and detained 

by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 

could not be imprisoned while immigration officials 

resolved his immigration status. 

“Mr. Lunn had been detained for a total of 13 months 

in Suffolk County—far longer than permissible under 

the U.S. Constitution and laws,” said government 

enforcement partner KIM NEMIROW, who is leading 

the Ropes & Gray team representing Mr. Lunn.

As a result of the May 23 petition, Mr. Lunn was 

released on May 24. The Ropes & Gray team 

continues to represent Mr. Lunn in his federal case, 

which will determine his future immigration status.

(PAIR), Immigration Equality, the ACLU, the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights, Project Citizenship, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) and 
KIND UK, the Liberty Defense Project, the National Immigrant Justice 
Center, OneJustice, and Centro Legal de la Raza. 

Immigration work also gave Ropes & Gray attorneys the opportunity 
to partner with clients, as they did with Vertex Pharmaceuticals to staff 
immigration clinics for Project Citizenship, an organization that has 
helped more than 16,000 legal permanent residents from more than  
150 countries.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE Worldwide
Ropes & Gray’s pro bono service truly spans the globe. This year, attorneys 
have helped people worldwide though emergency immigration work, anti-
human trafficking efforts, citizenship clinics, and collaboration with groups 
like Liberty Asia and Lawyers Without Borders (LWOB). International 
pro bono participation rates have quadrupled over the last four years—a 
particularly impressive achievement, since Ropes & Gray attorneys often 
work in countries where pro bono culture is in development, or where 
there are significant barriers to pro bono legal work. 

“Ropes & Gray’s pro bono work truly connects the firm. Like our law firm, 
our pro bono work is global, crossing practices and time zones. A single 
pro bono project can bring together lawyers from many practice areas 
and different offices, and include Ropes & Gray alumni and clients,” said  
ROZ NASDOR, director of pro bono legal services, as she accepted the firm’s 
2017 ACE team award (see page 4).

Combating Human Trafficking

■ As part of the firm’s global pro bono partnership with LWOB, a 
cross-practice Ropes & Gray team of attorneys traveled to Tanzania 
in February 2017. The team spent a week in Dar es Salaam training 
local justice officials on investigating and prosecuting human trafficking 
crimes, and a second team, led by government enforcement partner 
JOAN MCPHEE, will return in August. In October 2016, another group of 
Ropes & Gray attorneys traveled to Kenya to help train justice officials 
to prosecute wildlife poachers. Attorneys from all Ropes & Gray offices 
have provided research and other assistance to support the firm’s work 
with LWOB, which will soon expand to South America.  

■ Ropes & Gray’s work with Liberty Asia, a nonprofit that seeks to prevent 
human trafficking, was the focus of a Financial Times Asia-Pacific 
Innovative Lawyers Award for which Ropes & Gray was shortlisted. 
The firm’s attorneys in Asia collaborated with Ropes & Gray attorneys 
globally to assist Liberty Asia through an innovative use of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act.

■ After taking a case filed against Backpage.com all the way to a petition 
for certiorari before the U.S. Supreme Court, Ropes & Gray filed a new 
federal lawsuit in June 2017 on behalf of three more victims of online 
child sex trafficking on Backpage.com. The firm’s anti-human trafficking 
work, led by former managing partner John Montgomery, was featured 
in “I Am Jane Doe,” a documentary film examining the fight waged by 
American families whose daughters were trafficked on Backpage.com.

(continued from page 1)SHAPING IMMIGRANT DETENTION LAW  
The Lunn Cases
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Other International Collaboration

■ Attorneys from the firm’s Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong offices 
have teamed with U.S. lawyers on matters for the Innocence Project, 
an international nonprofit that seeks to exonerate innocent people who 
have been wrongfully convicted and incarcerated.

■ Tokyo government enforcement partner KAEDE TOH and finance group 
counsel BEN MORRIS worked diligently to assist Ropes & Gray as the 
firm co-founded the Tokyo Pro Bono Roundtable, a collaboration of 
law firms, local NGOs and bar associations designed to promote and 
enhance pro bono work in Tokyo. 

■ Ropes & Gray responded immediately to assist victims of the Grenfell 
Tower fire disaster in London in June, seconding a pro bono manager 
to the North Kensington Law Centre on behalf of all firms in the UK 
Collaborative Plan for Pro Bono, and working to provide legal assistance 
to victims of the fire.

HONORING EXCELLENCE at the Global Pro Bono Awards
Ropes & Gray’s 14th annual Pro Bono Awards, celebrated in firm offices 
across the globe during the week of June 19, recognized the firm’s strongest 
year on record for pro bono commitment. With 1,550 Ropes & Gray 
professionals in offices around the world contributing more than 134,000 
hours of pro bono service, there was much to honor:

■ Business & securities litigation associate ED ROCHE received the Deborah 
Levi Award, named in memory of a former Ropes & Gray litigation 
associate and champion of the pro bono program, for his leadership 
of the firm’s worldwide efforts to litigate the U.S. executive orders on 
immigration. Ed and his team worked around the clock tracking and 
summarizing new cases, preparing documents to be filed in multiple 
federal courts, and providing legal relief to those denied entry to the 
United States.

■ Health care partner and practice group co-chair DEBBIE GERSH was 
recognized for her outstanding pro bono work, including her ongoing 
assistance to Heartland Alliance, which presented Ropes & Gray with 
its Food for Life Award based on Debbie’s work.  (continued on page 4)

A Banner Year for Pro Bono Accolades

Ropes & Gray’s commitment to pro bono service  

has garnered many accolades and awards. Here is  

a summary of recent noteworthy recognition:

■ The National Law Journal honored Ropes  

& Gray on its 2017 Pro Bono Hot List.

■ Law360 named Ropes & Gray a “Pro Bono  

Firm of the Year” in 2016.

■ The 2018 Vault guide ranked Ropes & Gray  

second among U.S. firms for pro bono work.

■ In ranking Ropes & Gray among the top 10 firms 

in the “Asia-Pacific Innovative Lawyers 2017” 

report, the Financial Times featured the firm’s work 

with Liberty Asia in its “Social Responsibility” 

category; this recognition followed the publication’s 

commendation of Ropes & Gray for innovative  
pro bono work in 2016.

■ PAIR honored Ropes & Gray with its 2017  

Outstanding Service Award.

■ Ropes & Gray was one of just three law firms  

honored with Immigration Equality’s Safe Haven 

Award in 2016.

■ Heartland Health Outreach presented Ropes 

& Gray with the Food for Life Award in recognition  

of the firm’s pro bono support.

■ Veterans Legal Services honored Ropes & Gray  

with its Outstanding Pro Bono Award in 2016.

■ The U.S. District Court for the District of  

Columbia recognized Ropes & Gray’s Washington, 

D.C. office, where more than 75 percent of firm 

lawyers contributed 50 or more hours of pro bono 
work in 2016.

A number of individual attorneys also earned recognition:

■ Private investment funds partner ANN MILNER 
received the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court’s 

prestigious Adams Pro Bono Publico Award. 

■ The National Immigrant Justice Center recognized 

private equity transactions associate JEFFREY KOH 

as a Rising Star. 

(continued on page 4)

Associates Christine Ezzell Singer, Dara Reppucci (formerly with the firm) and Jessica Soto join 
appellate & Supreme Court partner Doug Hallward-Driemeier, U. S. Senator Claire McCaskill  
and former managing partner John Montgomery at a screening of “I Am Jane Doe.”
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■ Finance associate ALEX PUSEY was recognized for his personal 
leadership and commitment in building the firm’s London  
pro bono practice, and for his involvement with qLegal, an advice clinic 
for tech startups.

■ A global cross-office team received a team award for Project Validate, an 
initiative through which more than 175 Ropes & Gray attorneys, led by 
securities & public companies associate EMILY OLDSHUE and business & 
securities litigation associate KRISTI JOBSON, partnered with GLBTQ Legal 
Advocates & Defenders and the Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition to help approximately 320 transgender clients obtain legal 
identity documents that reflect their post-transition names and genders.

■ A team of Hong Kong attorneys was presented with an award 
for its work for Pathfinders, an NGO that works to advance 
and support the rights of migrant mothers and their children in  
Hong Kong. Securities & public companies associate JOHN KWOK 

accepted the award on behalf of the team.

Firm chair BRAD MALT closed the celebration by reflecting on the value of 
pro bono work, both for the people whose lives are changed by it and the 
lawyers whose careers are enhanced by it.

“I am deeply proud of our firm’s remarkable pro bono efforts this past year,” 
he said. “In the best tradition of the firm’s pro bono heritage, our lawyers 
and professionals responded in record numbers to help those in need.”
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■ Former managing partner JOHN MONTGOMERY  

was awarded the Beacon of Light Award by My  

Life My Choice.

■ Antitrust associate DAVID YOUNG received the  

2017 Klepper Prize for Volunteer Excellence from 

the Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia.

■ Private equity transactions associate JAMES C. DAVIS 

was honored by LAF Chicago as a Volunteer of the Year.

Pro Bono HONOR ROLL 

To date, more than 550 Ropes & Gray attorneys and more than 145 
staff members have performed 20 or more hours of pro bono service in 
2017. We laud their efforts, as well as those of the many Ropes & Gray 
employees whose time is not tracked but who are essential to the success 
of our pro bono program. View the honor roll

If you have pro bono projects you would like to propose, or would 

like to learn more about opportunities currently available, please email 

probonoteam@ropesgray.com. 

Joan McPhee, Policy Committee Liaison to the Pro Bono Committee

Rosalyn Garbose Nasdor, Director of Pro Bono Legal Services

Byrne R. Harrison, Pro Bono Coordinator

Felicity Kirk, International Pro Bono Lead

Tom Sciattara, Senior Human Resources and Pro Bono Administrator 

Christopher P. Conniff, Co-Chair

Matthew L. Cox, Co-Chair

Jennifer A. Rikoski, Co-Chair

Albert F. Cacozza

Andrew J. Dale

Jieni Gu

Laura G. Hoey

Kendi E. Ozmon

Amanda N. Raad

Alexandre H. Rene

Andrew N. Thomases

Kaede Toh

Rocky C. Tsai

Stephen A. Warnke

(continued from page 3)
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(continued from page 3)

Pro Bono Team Honored by Firm 

Ropes & Gray’s pro bono team was chosen to receive this 

year’s ACE (Acclaiming and Celebrating Excellence) team 

award, given annually by the firm to the team that has 

gone above and beyond to achieve outstanding results. 

Outgoing pro bono committee chair JEFF KATZ presented 

the award to ROZ NASDOR, director of pro bono legal 

services; BYRNE HARRISON, pro bono coordinator; 

TOM SCIATTARA, senior human resources and pro 

bono administrator; and FELICITY KIRK, international 

pro bono lead. Jeff described the team members 

as “matchmakers, troubleshooters, conductors and 

engineers,” and commended the team for its “tireless, 

crisp execution every day.” 

https://www.ropesgray.com/~/media/Files/honor-roll/2017-Honor-Roll.pdf

