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DEAN ODETTE LIENAU joined BC Law in January 2023 as the 
inaugural Marianne D. Short, Esq., Dean. Her scholarly interests 
center around international economic law, debtor-creditor relations and 
legal theory. 

Dean Lienau’s book, Rethinking Sovereign Debt: Politics, Reputation, 
and Legitimacy in Modern Finance, won an American Society of 
International Law Book Award. Her research has appeared in many 
distinguished publications, including the Harvard International Law 
Journal, the Yale Journal of International Law and Oxford University 
Press. She has served as a consultant and expert for UNCTAD, 
the IMF and the World Bank, and is a life member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations.

Dean Lienau practiced in Shearman & Sterling’s financial restructuring 
& insolvency group in New York City. She was previously an Associate 
Dean at Cornell Law School and has taught at Harvard and Yale Law 
Schools. She received her A.B. from Harvard College, J.D. from NYU 
School of Law, and Ph.D. in political science from Harvard University, 
where her dissertation received the university’s Charles Sumner Prize.
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