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WHAT WE’RE DOING 

Welcome to Pro Bono News, the newsletter that showcases 

the ambitious pro bono matters Ropes & Gray is handling 

worldwide. We have redesigned Pro Bono News to make it 

easier for you to get up to speed on recent pro bono projects 

and see the impact of our work. We thank you for all that you 

do for our pro bono clients and hope you feel proud reading 

about the difference we are making for so many.

Assisting Refugees in Crisis
One strength of our pro bono program is our ability to 
build teams quickly to respond to world events. We saw 
this recently with the crisis in Ukraine, where several  
projects are already underway. Pro bono committee 
co-chair Amanda Raad fills us in on the latest.

Q One of our projects involves charitable donations going to Ukraine. 
Can you talk about that?

AThrough a client connection of Ama Adams, we are helping the U.S.–
Ukraine Foundation (USUF), a nonprofit organization based in 

Washington, D.C. that is currently focused on channeling charitable dona-
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tions to Ukraine. One issue that commonly concerns donors 
and arises with relief efforts is knowing where the money is 
going. In this case, USUF created a network to identify, verify 
and fund Ukrainian nongovernmental organizations providing  
lifesaving assistance. It’s called the BlueCheck Network. Part 
of the mission is to perform due diligence on the recipient  
organizations/NGOs on the ground, to ensure the funds are being 
spent as intended and reaching those who need it in Ukraine. 
That’s where we come in. 

Q Very interesting.  
What does the work entail?

AThe work fits nicely with our experience in anti-corruption 
and international risk, and with performing international 

risk due diligence and monitoring. We have three main tasks. 
First, we perform due diligence/compliance checks to vet the 
proposed recipients. For this, we are partnering with reputation 
diligence firm Integrity Risk International. Second, we are  
creating template contracts between the client and the recipients 
of funds, which include anti-corruption and international risk 
provisions. Third, we are advising on steps BlueCheck should 
take to ensure the appropriateness of donor funds from a 
compliance and reputational risk perspective.

One of the founders of BlueCheck is the actor Liev Schreiber. 
He came with his team to the firm’s D.C. office and spoke about 
this work as part of a panel on May 18. The panel also featured 

some of the Ropes & Gray associates doing 
legal work for BlueCheck, including Sean 
Adessky, Camille Bachrach and Thaisa Toledo 
Longo, along with associate May Yang and 
litigation paralegal Julia Sabik, who are 
working on another Ukraine-related matter. 

Q Can you tell us more about that 
other Ukraine-related matter?

AAt the beginning of the war in 
Ukraine, we reached out to Lawyers 

Without Borders (LWOB), a longtime pro 
bono partner of the firm that focuses on 
rule of law. We jointly explored how we 
could team up to make a difference. Given 
that Ropes & Gray was already working 
to support Afghan refugees, we quickly 
identified those refugees who had fled to 
Ukraine from Afghanistan, and now were 
effectively double refugees. With LWOB, 

we are helping to find those Afghans in need and researching 
options to connect these individuals with resources that they may 
not otherwise be able to identify. We are also helping Ukrainian 
nationals in the United States apply for and obtain Temporary 
Protected Status.

Q Anything else you want to  
share about the work? 

A I am really inspired by how quickly our team mobilized 
around these efforts and how incredibly committed to 

making a difference the Ropes & Gray community is. We are a 
truly special community and it has been such a privilege to hear 
everyone’s personal and heartfelt stories and to learn about the 
many ways we are helping as a firm and in our personal lives.

THE BLUECHECK TEAM In addition to Ama, Amanda, Sean, 
Camille and Thaisa, the team includes partners Andy Dale 
and Kendi Ozmon; counsel Paige Berges; senior attorney Sarah 
Hertzog; associates Kurt Fowler, Eve Shabto, Erin Stewart and 
Corey Still; and litigation paralegal Che Silva.

THE LWOB TEAM In addition to Amanda, Paige, May and Julia, 
the team includes senior practice development specialist 
Samantha Frankle; associates Brianna Isaacson,  
Shanzeh Daudi, Nyle Hussain, Peter Witschi, Katherine Zeng  
and Matea Scepanovic; and corporate paralegals Noor Shater 
and Jordan Virtue.

Actor and BlueCheck  
Network co-founder Liev 
Schreiber (fourth from right) 
and Lawyers Without Borders 
executive director Robin  
Taylor (fourth from left)  
visited the D.C. office for  
the panel discussion. 
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Creating Guidelines to Address 
Migrant Workers’ Concerns
Our client The Remedy Project is focused on coming up with 
proactive solutions to protect and respect the rights of migrant 
workers. It is building a voluntary program that companies 
and industry groups can use to remediate worker grievances,  
especially the human rights concerns of migrant workers in 
international supply chains. Based on prior research our team 
had conducted related to remediation and issues of forced labor 
in Malaysia’s palm oil and electronics industries, we drafted 
guidelines for corporate and nonprofit actors on how to develop 
and implement a program of remediation. These guidelines 
were published this year by the International Organisation for  
Migration, part of the United Nations system.

Supporting Leading Marine Science  
Institute in Gloucester
Ropes & Gray has been advising research institute Gloucester 
Marine Genomics Institute (GMGI) pro bono on a range of 
legal issues since 2015. This strategic advice has enabled GMGI 
to fulfill its mission of using innovative scientific research and 
education to address critical challenges facing the oceans, human 
health and the environment. Most recently, we created a legal 
framework to protect GMGI’s intellectual property and assisted 
with collaboration and commercialization agreements. 

THE TEAM Retired  
partners Bill Knowlton and 
Peter Ebb; partners Jack 
Creedon, Abigail Gregor, 
Melissa Rones, Megan Bisk 
and Kendi Ozmon; counsel 
Morey Ward and Laurie 
Nelson; and associates 
Cory Maguire, Kyle Connors, 
Kevin Tang and Joe Nania.

“ Thanks to you, 
numerous young lives 
have been changed 
by our educational 
programming; our 
published research and 
commercialization 
activities position us 
to be a global leader 
in marine genomics; 
and GMGI is indeed 
catalyzing the regional 
economy.”   — michele may,

gmgi board chair 

“ This project would not have been possible without 
the support of Ropes & Gray. ... COVID-19 has really 
highlighted the need for more to be done to support 
migrant workers in global supply chains, and these 
guidelines present a unique ESG-focused offering 
that is rights-centred and all about access to remedy 
whilst promoting corporate learning and the necessary 
underlying systemic change.”

— archana kotecha, founder and ceo, the remedy project

Singapore

Gloucester Marine Genomics Institute

Philippines

South Africa
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Fighting for Artists in  
Brooklyn Rezoning
When the Gowanus neighborhood in Brooklyn underwent a 
rezoning, Ropes & Gray client Arts Gowanus was concerned 
about the impact on working artists and their access to affordable 
studio spaces. Our team helped negotiate and draft a land- 

mark community benefits 
agreement (CBA) on behalf 
of the nonprofit. The CBA 
provides for subsidized artist 
studios in Gowanus and the 
construction of a community 
arts center to be run by Arts 
Gowanus. In addition, the 
CBA ensures a long-term 
solution in the event that 
properties or buildings are 
sold in the future.

THE TEAM 
Partners Peter Alpert and 
David Kaye and associates 
Sally Davis and Rebecca 
Papilsky.

“ There is a long history 
in New York City and in 
other places throughout 
the world where artists 
have been pioneers in 
making neighborhoods 
cool and desirable—and 
then being forced to 
leave as renewal occurs 
and prices rise. This 
landmark agreement 
will not allow that to 
happen in the Gowanus 
neighborhood.”

— david kutz,  
arts gowanus board chair

EXPANDING OUR REACH

Our pro bono partnerships are great 
opportunities to strengthen relationships 
and pool our talent for greater impact. 

In this issue, we 
spotlight our pro bono 
partnership with 

Bloomberg. Here are some areas where we 
have collaborated over the past 12 months:

■  HUMAN RIGHTS Teams in Shanghai, Hong Kong 
and London are working to produce a guidance 
manual for DT Institute covering innovative redress 
mechanisms for five human rights abuses. Overseen 
by our team, lawyers from Bloomberg are involved in 
researching freedom of expression and freedom of 
the press.

■  STARTUPS In London, attorneys are partnering with 
Bloomberg and the Imperial College Tech Hub to 
support six startups working to provide innovative 
sustainable responses to some of today’s most 
pressing environmental concerns. We also partner  
on the qLegal business clinic, a law school clinic 
that advises social entrepreneurs as they start 
their businesses. We supervise and mentor the law 
students who provide the advice.

■  DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & IMMIGRATION In the United 
States, we participated with Bloomberg in a range 
of clinics to help low-income clients in need. We 
assisted victims of domestic violence with Legal 
Services NYC, identified viable asylum claims with 
the Political Asylum/Immigration Representation 
Project, and helped legal permanent residents seek 
U.S. citizenship with Project Citizenship.

“ We partnered with Ropes at the beginning of 
our pro bono journey. ... [O]ur collaboration 
enables us to offer a broader range of 
opportunities to our staff, and our work to have 
greater impact for the clients.”

 — MIA MOTIEE, LEGAL COUNSEL AT BLOOMBERG AND 
LONDON PRO BONO COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR

Rendering of the 
rezoned Gowanus 
waterfront and public 
esplanade
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PRO BONO AWARDS RECOGNIZE HOW OUR TEAMS MOBILIZED IN CRISIS IN 2021

Ropes & Gray celebrated the extraordinary pro bono 
achievements of attorneys and support team members 
at the firm’s 19th annual global Pro Bono Awards 
ceremony on June 28. 

Managing partner David Djaha opened by noting how 
our pro bono teams were at the center of the events 
shaping our world and our nation this past year.  
The award winners were as follows:

 

 ■   Deborah Levi Award for Outstanding Pro Bono 
Service – LAURIE NELSON received the award in 
memory of Deborah Levi, a former Ropes & Gray 
litigation lawyer and pro bono advocate, for her 
passion and commitment to improving others’ 
lives through work with disaster relief group NYC 
Medics, small businesses affected by COVID, and a 
performing arts nonprofit, among others.

 ■   Outstanding Pro Bono Contributions in Asia –  
A multi-office team led by the Hong Kong office 
worked with the International Legal Foundation (ILF) 
to advise on how to better align Myanmar’s draft 
anti-trafficking in persons law with international 
human rights laws and best practices. Associate 
CLAUDIA SUN accepted on behalf of the team.

 ■   Outstanding Pro Bono Team – A Chicago-based team 
helped a woman and her two children seek asylum 
in the United States over an eight-year period. Team 
members were celebrated for their persistence and 
dedication to the client, even when the application 

seemed to be in jeopardy. Associate MIKE MARZANO, 
who led the hearing team, accepted the award.

 ■   Outstanding Pro Bono Contributions in London –  
A 35-member team in London is helping to right 
a historic wrong on behalf of Commonwealth 
nationals who came to Britain after World War II to 
help the country rebuild and had their citizenship 
status challenged in later years. The team worked 
with United Legal Access to help the so-called 
Windrush Generation and their families seek 
compensation from the government. Partner  
CHRIS AGNOLI and associate CIARA STRATFORD  
accepted on behalf of the team.

 ■   Outstanding Pro Bono Contributor: Retired 
Partner Award – Retired partner JESSE JENNER 
was honored for taking a very active role in our 
pro bono immigration efforts with unmatched 
enthusiasm. Jesse has worked with pro bono partners 
International Refugee Assistance Project, The Texas 
Civil Rights Project, Rocky Mountain Immigrant 
Advocacy Network and Human Rights First.

 ■   Outstanding Senior Lawyer Award – Senior counsel 
PETER ROSENBERG received the award for his deep 
commitment to HomeStart, an innovative nonprofit 
serving the housing insecure in Boston, and for 
helping to launch the Housing Instability Initiative at 
Ropes & Gray during the height of the pandemic.

 ■   Terry Iandiorio Pro Bono Leadership Award – Counsel 
GIL GHATAN received the award, which honors the 
memory of government enforcement counsel Terry 
Iandiorio. Gil has advised hundreds of tax-exempt 
organizations and taught others how to do the 
same through pro bono “office hours,” where he 
answers questions for lawyers who are working with 
nonprofits. 

Firm chair JULIE JONES concluded the ceremony 
by thanking everyone for their contributions and 
sharing the secret to the firm’s success: we are built 
to be helpers as a team-oriented organization that 
recognizes our responsibility to make change. 
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Interested in participating? 

Preserving Important Needle 
Exchange Program in New Jersey
Atlantic City’s city council passed an ordinance in 2021 that 
would force the closure of our client’s needle exchange program, 
the Oasis Drop-In Center. The South Jersey AIDS Alliance began 

the program in 2007. Since 
then, the Department of Health 
has noted that there has been a 
91% decrease in new HIV cases 
among Atlantic City residents 
who report intravenous drug 
use as a risk factor. With local 
counsel, our team filed for 
a preliminary injunction to 
prevent the ordinance from 
going into effect while we 
litigate the merits of the case. In 
December, the judge granted the 
motion. 

THE TEAM Counsel Lee Gayer 
and associates Kevin Miller and 
Kathleen Swanson.

“ This decision is a big win for public health and human 
dignity—and the stakes couldn’t be higher. Keeping 
Oasis open will literally save lives, as harm reduction 
services are the best tool we have to prevent overdose 
deaths and new HIV and hepatitis C infections.” 

— jenna mellor, executive director,  
new jersey harm reduction coalition      

 ■   WE’RE ALWAYS LOOKING TO TEAM with our  
wider community of clients and alumni  
in our pro bono efforts, as our partnership  
with Bloomberg illustrates (see page 4). If you 
would like to work with us on a project, we 
encourage you to reach out.  
 
Please contact probonoteam@ropesgray.com.

Douglas H.  
Hallward-Driemeier
Policy Committee Liaison to  
the Pro Bono Committee

Rosalyn Garbose Nasdor 
Director & Pro Bono Counsel

Felicity Kirk
International Pro Bono

Byrne Harrison
Senior Pro Bono Analyst

Tom Sciattara 
Senior Pro Bono  
Administrator

Natallya Velev
Pro Bono Manager

OUR TEAM PRO BONO COMMITTEE

GETTING INVOLVED
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Nicholas M. Berg

Kellie Combs

Robert Haak

Kendi E. Ozmon

Chong Park
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Rocky C. Tsai

Stephen A. Warnke

Eric Wu

Handing out  
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