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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

DAVID BARRETT YOUNG, III, et al.,
Plaintiffs,

V. : No. 5:24-cv-4729
DANIEL BOONE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT, et

al.,
Defendants.

INITIAL PROCEDURAL ORDER
Read this order carefully.
It governs the case and contains rules of practice that must be followed in
addition to this district’s Local Rules of Civil Procedure.’

1. Counsel’s Obligation to Serve This Order on All Other Parties

Counsel for Plaintiff]s] must serve this order on every party to this case immediately after the
party’s first appearance, unless this case was removed from state court, in which case this responsibility
falls on counsel for the party who removed the case.

2. Mandatory Conference That Must Be Held Before Any Motion is Filed

Before any motion is filed—including motions under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12 and
56—counsel must contact opposing counsel to discuss thoroughly the substance of the contemplated
motion and any potential resolution of it.? This conference must take place at least five (5) days before the
motion is filed. If the parties are unable to resolve the issue without a motion, then the moving party must
state in the motion the date this conference took place and certify that the parties were unable to resolve
this issue during that conference. If opposing counsel does not oppose the motion, the moving party must
so state in the motion.

The only exceptions to this conference requirement are:

(a) Discovery motions, which are addressed separately in section 5 of this order;
(b) Applications for temporary restraining orders; and
(©) The narrow category of cases that are exempt from ordinary case management and

scheduling procedures under Local Rule of Civil Procedure 16.2.

! See Fed. R. Civ. P. 83(b) (“A judge may regulate practice in any manner consistent with federal law, rules
adopted under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2072 and 2075, and the district’s local rules.”).
2 With respect to motions to dismiss under Rule 12(b)(6) in particular, the Court intends for this conference

to afford a defendant an opportunity to point out any perceived flaws in a plaintiff’s pleading that are susceptible to
being cured through an amendment, eliminating the burden of preparing a formal motion for that purpose.
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3. Requests to File Documents Under Seal

The Undersigned has adopted a specific procedure that must be followed to obtain permission to
file a document partially or fully under seal, which can be found in section II(F)(10) of the Undersigned’s
Policies and Procedures.

4. Defendant Required to Refile Answer in Removed Actions

If the action has been removed from state court after the filing of an Answer in state court,
Defendant must refile the Answer in this Court. See Fed. R. Civ. P. 81(¢)(2) (stating that “repleading is
unnecessary unless the court orders it” (emphasis added)).

5. Discovery

(a) Rule 26(a) Self-Executing Disclosures: All parties are to exchange all Rule 26(a) self-
executing disclosures at least seven (7) days before the Initial Rule 16 Pretrial
Conference.

(b) Discovery to Commence: Discovery shall begin as soon as possible and shall not

be delayed pending the scheduling of the Initial Rule 16 Pretrial Conference. Discovery
is to be well underway by the date of the initial pretrial conference.

(©) Discovery Disputes: No motions related to discovery—including motions related

to subpoenas served under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 45—may be filed without the
Court’s permission. The Undersigned has adopted a specific procedure that must be
followed to raise any discovery disputes, which can be found in section II(B) of the
Undersigned’s Policies and Procedures.?

6. Trial Date

As a general practice, all civil matters will be scheduled for trial and brought to a conclusion
within 9 to 12 months of the date of the initial case filing. Therefore, counsel are advised to move
expeditiously in undertaking and completing discovery.

7. Exhibits

All exhibits “must be filed as a separately numbered attachment to the main document and must
be clearly titled with an objective description of the document (e.g., 6/14/19 Deposition of John Doe . . . )
so that the nature of the exhibit and its relevance are clearly discernible without the need to open the file.”
See Local Rule 5.1.2(5)(b).*

3 See Fed. R. Civ. P. 16 advisory committee’s note to 2015 amendment (recognizing that district courts have

the authority to “direct that before filing a motion for an order relating to discovery the movant must request a
conference with the court” and that “[m]any judges who hold such conferences find them an efficient way to resolve
most discovery disputes without the delay and burdens attending a formal motion”).

4 https://www.paed.uscourts.gov/sites/paed/files/documents/locrules/civil/cvrules.pdf
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8. Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence

Increased use of Artificial Intelligence (“Al”), particularly Generative Al (including, but not
limited to, Open AI’s ChatGPT or Google’s Bard), in the practice of law raises a number of practical
concerns for the Court, including the risk that the generative Al tool might generate legally or factually
incorrect information, or that it might create unsupported or nonexistent legal citations. As such, any
party, whether appearing pro se or through counsel, who utilizes any generative Al tool in the preparation
of any document to be filed in any matter pending before the Undersigned, must include with the
documents a Certificate of Use of Generative Al in which the party must disclose and certify:

(a) The specific Al tool that was used;
(b) The portions of the filing prepared by the Al program; and,

(©) That a person has checked the accuracy of any portion of the document generated
by Al including all citations and legal authority.

Failure to comply with this Order may result in sanctions. Further, all parties and counsel are
directed to review the conclusions on pages 15 and 16 of the Joint Formal Opinion of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association and Philadelphia Bar Association regarding the use of Artificial Intelligence and be
mindful of their ethical and professional obligations before this Court.

9. All Other Matters

For all other matters, counsel are to refer to any scheduling orders issued in this case and the
Undersigned’s Policies and Procedures, which all counsel are required to comply with fully.®

So ordered, this 10" day of September, 2024.

BY THE COURT:

/s/ Joseph F. Leeson, Jr.
JOSEPH F. LEESON, JR.
United States District Judge

5 https://www.paed.uscourts.gov/documents/procedures/leepol.pdf
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