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WHAT WE DO

Our enforcement lawyers aggressively stay at the cut-
ting edge of emerging enforcement and regulatory de-
velopments that affect our clients and the risks they 
face. We also have an in-depth understanding of our 
clients’ business needs, as well as the regulatory en-
vironments in which they operate. Clients regularly 
look to us for guidance with respect to:  

n  Criminal, civil and administrative investigations  
and enforcement actions

n  Complex parallel proceedings involving  
simultaneous civil and criminal actions 

n   Internal investigations

n  Establishment/implementation of compliance   
programs 

n  Risk analysis of corporate transactions

IN THIS CLIMATE of ever-increasing government inves-
tigation and enforcement, it is critical that compa-
nies and executives have the tools to minimize and 
manage risk. Clients from all over the world—Asia, 

Europe, the Middle East, Africa, South America, 
Central America and North America—rely on Ropes 
& Gray to be their trusted partner both before and 
after the commencement of enforcement activity. 

GOVERNMENT ENFORCEMENTROPES & GRAY

WHAT WE HANDLE

We have experience representing companies around 
the globe on matters relating to: 

n  The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and 
U.K. Bribery Act

n  Economic sanctions and export control

n  Anti-money laundering

n  Securities law enforcement 

n  Financial crimes

n  Intellectual property crime

n  Antitrust enforcement

n  Privacy and data security

OUR GLOBAL REACH 

Our lawyers have blanketed the world handling en-
forcement matters, and our strong U.S., Asia, and  
Europe legal teams have allowed us to satisfy our 
clients’ demands for global legal services. We pride 
ourselves on our “one-firm” approach, and our teams 
often include lawyers from a number of geographies. 
This allows us to seamlessly conduct investigations 
around the world while simultaneously working with 
local regulators and in-house counsel, all of whom 
may be in different jurisdictions.

Our team has a deep knowledge of the Korean mar-
ket, with an emphasis on dispute resolution matters 
specifically in government enforcement, anti-corrup-
tion, antitrust, white collar crime and IP litigation. 
Clients trust us with their most significant matters, 
based on our track record and our strong network 
of local service providers in Seoul for discovery, fo-
rensics and translation/interpretation. We also have 
strong relationships with local Korean counsel and 
have worked with all of the top six Korean law firms 
on numerous different matters. 

OUR TEAM

More than 20 former federal prosecutors from:  

n  The U.S. Department of Justice 
n  The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
n  U.S. Attorney’s Offices nationwide 
n  The U.K. National Crime Agency 

More than 120 attorneys worldwide, including 
more than 30 partners and counsel in 10 offices  

Across the firm, lawyers and staff fluent  
in 42 languages, including Korean, Japanese 
and Chinese



n SECURED A DEFERRED PROSECUTION AGREEMENT 
for a Korea-based manufacturer in connection with a 
two-year DOJ and FBI investigation of alleged criminal 
violations of U.S. trade secret laws involving a company’s 
purported confidential and proprietary information.

n INVESTIGATING ALLEGED CORRUPTION and securities 
law violations at a Korean subsidiary of a global medical 
device company.

n ADVISING A MULTINATIONAL information technology 
company in internal investigations in connection with its 
operations in China. The investigations relate to the im-
proper funding of potentially non-compliant sales activi-
ties and other problematic conduct.

n REPRESENTING A MAJOR PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 
in connection with an independent review investi-
gating a bribery corruption scandal in which Chi-
nese officials allege senior executives paid physi-
cians and hospitals to boost drug sales.

n CONDUCTED PRE-INVESTMENT ANTI-CORRUPTION 
due diligence for a private equity firm related to its 
investments in China, including reviews of certain lo-
cal manufacturing entities. We have also conducted 
reviews for the firm related to its investments in Ko-
rea and 27 other jurisdictions.

n ADVISING A LEADING PROVIDER of cloud computing 
services in connection with an internal investigation 
of its sales practices in one of its international mar-
kets. The investigation includes a review of anti-brib-
ery compliance. 

n CONDUCTED INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS and proac-
tive compliance assessment for a global life sciences 
company in Korea.

n REPRESENT VARIOUS ENTITIES in a major elec-
tronics conglomerate as global coordinating counsel 
with respect to multiple litigations and government 
investigations arising from criminal cyberattacks on 
the company’s computer networks. 

GLOBAL EXPERIENCE
 
Ropes & Gray’s government enforcement team and anti-corruption teams have helped clients in over 
1,100 matters over the past several years, in every corner of the globe. The team is represented in 
virtually every firm office worldwide, making it easy for us to monitor day-to-day activities and respond 
immediately to new developments.

Sub-Saharan Africa

Diligence: 34 
Internal Investigations: 6 
Government Investigations: 9 
Compliance: 3 

Total: 52

MENA

Diligence: 30 
Internal Investigations: 14 
Government Investigations: 3 
Compliance: 6 

Total: 53

Asia/Asia Pacific

Diligence: 201 
Internal Investigations: 162 
Government Investigations: 54 
Compliance: 73 

Total: 490

Europe

Diligence: 167 
Internal Investigations: 33 
Government Investigations: 14 
Compliance: 33 

Total: 247

Latin America & Caribbean

Diligence: 61 
Internal Investigations: 31 
Government Investigations: 18 
Compliance: 8 

Total: 118

North America 

Diligence: 33 
Internal Investigations: 7 
Government Investigations: 8 
Compliance: 113 

Total: 161
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“They’re very flexible and energetic, I think they’ve 
                       done a very good job.”   —Client quoted in Chambers Asia-Pacific 2016

David S. Chun
Partner, Seoul
david.chun@ropesgray.com
+82 2 2141 5940

William Y. Kim
Partner, Seoul
william.kim@ropesgray.com
+82 2 2141 5910

GLOBAL CONTACTS

MARKET PERCEPTION

n  Chambers 
Ranked in China for “Corporate Investigations/ 
Anti-corruption”; ranked highly nationwide 
in the U.S. for “Corporate Crime & 
Investigations” and regionally as a top-tier 
firm for “Litigation: White-Collar Crime & 
Government Investigations.”

n  Asian Legal Business Korea Law Awards 2015 
Winner of “International Law Firm of the Year” 
for South Korea.

n  The Legal 500 
Ranked in China and Hong Kong as a leading 
“Disputes: Foreign Firms” practice; ranked in 
the U.S. for “White Collar: Criminal Defense.”

n  Global Investigations Review 100 
Ranked among the top 30 firms globally for 
investigations. 

n  Benchmark Litigation 
Ranked nationally in the U.S. for white collar 
crime and regionally recognized for litigation 
practice, including “Firm of the Year.” 

n  U.S. News Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” 
Survey  
Ranked as a top-tier firm for “Criminal  
Defense: White Collar Crime.”  

n  LMG Life Sciences Guide 2014 
Named “Government Investigations  
(International) Firm of the Year.” 

Ropes & Gray has more than 20 years of experience 
representing Korean companies and multinationals with 
business needs in Korea, and in 2012, we became 
the first foreign law firm to open a Seoul office. In a 
few short years, our Seoul office has grown from two 
partners to four partners, two associates, a litigation 
paralegal and two translators/interpreters. This dynamic 
team is supported by a global network of more than 
40 lawyers across the firm who are of Korean heritage, 
have Korean language capabilities and understand the 
cultural needs of our clients operating in Korea. 

EXTENDING OUR REACH IN KOREA


